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WORLD CIRCUIT 


“SUCKER FROM 
DISAPPEARING FROM SHOW BIZ 


+ 


Near-Producers of Legit Plays With Short B. R. Find 
Former Fertile Field Nearly Dried Up—Outsiders 
Now Investigate First, and Then Don’t 


r 

“Sucker money” that the “angels” 
Previously provided for the produc- 
tion of legit shows has nearly dis- 
appeared. It also lessens the num- 


ber of shoestring and short bank- 
roll mnear-producers who have 
hitherto depended upon their 
suavity and the guile of the theatre 
to tempt outsiders to invest. 
Investigate first and then keep 
your coin, appears to be the present 
rule that the money people go by 


(Continued on page 2) 


OPENING SHOWS WITH 
LECTURES ON BRIDGE 


Great States Rotating Chi 
Whist Club Pres.—30 Card 
Tables on Mezzanine 


— Chicago, Feb. 14. 
Great States Theatres is in- 
etalling various features of commu- 
nity interest in its houses. The 
outstanding hit thus far is the com- 
munity bridge party. 
Great States recently retained the 
(Continued on page 39) 


Canada’s Whisky Brand 
Radioed Over U. S. 


Toronto, Feb. 14, 


Distillers of Scotch whiskey have 
just as much right to broadcast as 
makers of tires or cough drops, 
according to the government, which 
has granted permission for a big 
Station to Gooderham and Worts. 

When the American Anti-Saloon 
League got the wind up saying 
citizens of the Republic would be 
contaminated ‘by hearing about 
whiskys over the air, there was 
viewing with alarm and the permit 
was up. 

CKGW will start making them 
thirsty by March 1. The station, 
to be located just outside Toronto, 
is expected to reach right through 
the U. 8S. A. 

Original call letters were CFGW, 
to which the slogan was fitted: 
“Canada’s Finest, Gooderham and 


(Continued on page 39) 


with 


Finally Getting Known 


A vaude songster was ask- 
ing for requests from his 
audience, and one of them was 
for “Kol Nidre,” the Hebrew 
hymn. Because of the unusual- 
ness of the request, che title 
did not impress right off and 
the performer asked that it be 
repeated. 

It was: “You know, ‘Kol 
Nidre’ from ‘The Jazz Singer.’ ” 
(The hymn is part of Al Jol- 
son's song repertoire in the 
Vitaphone version of “Jazz 
Singer,” although it’s a chant 
that is centuries old). q 


60% DANCE 
PUPILS IGNORE 
THE STAGE 


15,000 Learn by Mail— 
Women 50 and Over 
Take Ballet 


Ned Wayburn’s Dancing School, 
the largest enrollment of 
pupils of any dancing school in the 
world, estimates that fully 60 per 
cent. of its pupils take up stage 
dancing with no thought or mMten- 


tion of appearing professionally. 
This percentage has been arrived 
at by a check-up of the average of 
2,000 pupils who daily attend the 
23 different classes in the Way- 


burn Building and 15,000 “corre- 


+ 


FILMS 


Preparing “Hidden God’”’ on 
Roadshow Basis—In The- 
atres and Public Halls 
First Year—Nat’l Film 
Producers Co. Providing 
Churches with Training 
on Management — Own 
Censor Board 


73 BISHOPS ENDORSE 


Performance of a gigantic circuit 
of Catholic churches exhibiting 
films in their halls and schools and 
the production of features and 
shorts for the 18,000,000 Catholics in 
the United States, as well as for 
countless millions in other coun- 
tries, is now under way with the 
support of a distinguished group of 


ecclesiastical figures. 


The idea was first suggested by 
John Whitsor, president of the Ne- 
tional Film Produce:., Inc., during 
the International Eucharistic Con- 
gress held at Chicago in 1926. A, 
picture of that celebration, attended 


i by thousands of Catholics from all 


parts of the world, was released 
through the courtesy of Fox, and 
out of it came the plan to make a 
big picture ‘with the Eucharist itself 
as the theme. An editorial board 
consisting of Bishop Thomas J. 
Shahan, rector of the Catholic Uni- 
versity of America; Bishops Jo- 
seph Schrembs, of Cleveland; Fran- 
cis C. Kelly, of Oklahoma; Rt. Rev. 
Msgr. Joseph H. McMahon; Rev. 
Joseph Husslein; Charles A. Mc- 
Mahon, director of the Motion Pic- 
ture Bureau of the National Cath- 


(Continued on page 2) 


Miami Can’t Get Jury 
To Try Federal Men 


Miami, Feb. 14. 
Miami just won't be friendly with 


Uncle Sam's coast-guardsmen. This 
was forcibly brought to attention 
last week when—in a trial against 
eight coast-guardsmen for the al- 
leged killing of two “runners’’—a 
jury could not be secured in or 
about “The Magic City.” During 


sponding” pupils who study dancing | the trial it was necessary to go to 


by mail. 

Many take up dancing for their 
health; 
others so they can “show off” in 
parlors or amateur shows. Women | 
of 50 and over are among the pupils | 
studying ballet. 


(Continued on page 3) 


some for the love of it; | 


The enrollment 
‘almost exclusively feminine, 


7 


jthe jury boxes at Jacksonville and 
; Tampa so the men would have a 
fair trial and because of this mark- 


jed ili feeling. 


Anyway, you can buy  0better 
liquor cheaper in Florida than any 
other state, despite that the gov- 
ernment has let loose a flock of 
federal men to stop the flow. 


BALCONY BIZ LEGITS 
PLAINLY HURT PICTURES 


) 
First Decided Kick Back 


From Film Palaces Felt 


in New York—If in Orchestra Can’t Be Yet De- 
tected—“‘Road” Trade Admittedly Shot by Films 


Plenty Collegiate 


An Equity collegiate with a 
strong campus complex is Abe 
Lyman, bandmaeter with the 
Detroit company of “Good 
News,” who is seen in the 
lobby of the Book-Cadillac 
hotel wearing a jersey with 
the large “T’”’ on it. 

The letter represents Tait, 
the pseudo-university for 
which the Dick Merriwell of 
“Good News” makes the win- 
ning touchdown. 


FRENCH FLIERS 
WANT 
SHOW WORK 


LeBrix and Costes, Self- 
Maintaining, After Fly- 
ing 20,000 Miles 


LeBrix and Costes, famous French 
fliers, reached New York after see- 
ing 20,000 miles pass beneath them 
from the day they left their native 
Paris. These airmen, who support 
themselves, ship and trip, want to 
see some incoming coin—they want 
a show chance. 

It is expected they will be sub- 
mitted to the Loew Circuft book- 
ers for the opportunity the fliers 
appear to feel they need before 
flying across the American conti- 
nent. 

During their long flight over 
many countries they had to go 
above the Andes mountains at a 
height of 18,000 feet, alighting at 


Lapas and taking off from there at 
4,000 feet. The two men reache “d | 
New York from Washington, which | 


they made from New Orleans over ij 


the U. S. 


Balcony business in the number- 
less Broadway legit theatres has 
been hurt so far this season by 
the picture palaces. ., 

This is undenied and receives 
stronger confirmation through the 
report that Joe Leblang’s cut rate 
ticket office has decidedly felt this 
kick back from the big film house 
shows at little prices along the 


(Continued on page 39) 


‘BWAY’S YELLOW PERIL’ 
IS NO LONGER A LAUGH 


Chinese Restaurants Spread- 
ing All Over Greater N. Y.— 
White Joints Flopping 


Chinese restaurants are the com- 
ing thing in the New York nite life 
as well as out-of-town, it looks. 
Large capacity, fast turnover and 
pop scaled Chinese-American eat- 
eries are the most substantial out- 
lets for dance music these days. 
Conventional cafes and nite clubs 
are limited and flopping. 

What was punningly character- 
ized as the yellow peril of Broad- 

(Continued on page 62) 


STAGE QUOIT TOURNAMENT 


San Francisco, Feb. 14. 
Nick ‘Furner, manager of the 
California at Stockton, on Feb. 15- 


18 will stage an old-fashioned horse- 
shoe tournament. 

Mirrors will be used on the stage 
to show the full flight of the shoes 
and the landing in a bed of clay 
around each peg. 


MME. ALDA AS ACT? 


Mme. Frances Alda, of the Metro- 
politan, is contemplating vaudeville. 
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LONDON LOOKS 


By HANNEN SWAFFER 


London, Feb. 4. 


This was a week of excitements. Dr. Harold Dearden, who helped to 
write “Interference,” was the first author to submit himself for inspec- 
tion. Terrible things were said of his comedy, “Two White Arms,” be- 
fore it came to London. 

“Owen Nares will be dreadful,” people said. 

The truth was that what was written as comedy succeeded as farce. 
Owen Nares, who would be considered a much better actor, were he not 
@o0 good-looking, fell into a sudden mood of joyousness and put the play 
over. 

Noe! Coward and Myself 

I cannot write about Tuesday’s first night for I was not there. 

Noel Coward, returning to the stage as an actor, requested that I 
should not be asked to the performance. He had no feeling against me. 
He had a long and trying part to play and he says quite frankly that he 
felt that if I were in the house he could not do it. 

Better Actor Than Author 

It was in S. N. Behrman’s play “The Second Man” that Noel acted 
the other night. Rudolf Mayer, of Daniel Mayer, Ltd., part owners of 
the show, was furious when told the other half did not want me present. 
After all, I went to his wedding. 

The author, I am told, was also upset. He had read me in Variety. 
There is no feeling in the matter It is just a matter of nerves. 

The extraordinary thing is that, on the last occasion I eriticized Noel 
as an actor—that was on the first night of “The Constant Nymph,” I 
was so flattering that he thanked me. I dislike his plays. I admire his 
acting. I have always said so. 

When I Piled It On 

“The Amazing Noel Coward,” I screamed across a page after “The 
Constant Nymph,” saying that he definitely challenged Gerald du 
Maurier’s supremacy as “master of the casual, naturalistic modern 
school.” 

Bunk About Venice 

Why on earth Alban Limpus staged “The Masque of Venice” by a high- 
brow platitudinarian called Gribble, I do not know. Sydney Carroll, the 
retired critic, implored him not to put his own money into the show 
when he read the published play. Marie Tempest had cold feet, a week 
before the show. There were nerves shown at rehearsal. 

Actor Makes Up As Me 

Then, on the first night, amid all the dreary talk about Lord Byron’s 
love letters and Casanova and a lot of other people they won't bury in 
Westmiruter Abbey, J. H. Roberts made the grave error of coming on 
the stage in the part of a descendant of Casanova and looking exactly 
like me. I did not notice it, because Roberts is rather like me and we 
laugh about it. The gallery saw it at once, however, and began to 
shout “Swaffer.” 

When, in the second act, Roberts sat at Marie Tempest’s feet and 
recited long love passages from a dull diary, they shouted, “Swaffer 
making love!” That was the end of it. 

Billy Merson as a Baby! 

The night after, Billy Merson, appearing in a farce called “Lord Babs,” 
in which he had to pretend to be a baby of twelve months or so, behaved 
like one of those -baby-boy critics, in his attempts to be infantile in 
manners. Some of the dialogue reminded me of Gordon ‘SBeckles’s 
criticisms. 

This is the play that Donald Calthrop was announced to appear in at 
Brighton two years ago, but he walked out, or something, and never 
did. 

This is a touring proposition. Whether Merson is West End money 
as a farce actor, remains to be seen. Anyway, the play, which is by 
Keble Howard, is very well written for a farce. 

The Challlenge of “Lumber Love” 

I have been to Birmingham this week to see “Lumber Love,” the all- 
British musical play which I have been trying to make managers pro- 
duce for two years as a challenge to the American supremacy. 

The story behind the play ig the greatest romance of any musical 
play I know—a story of heart-broken composers, despised British peo- 
ple, the knockers, money that fell down suddenly, Lee Shubert saying 
“No,” and then losing the book, oh, lots of that. 

Well, my judgment, in spite of all the theatre managers of London, 
has been abundantly justified. I.knew “Lumber Love” would be a suc- 
cess. I have just heard that at Birmingham this week, where it had ita 
first try-out, “Lumber Love” broke the records for 38 years! 

I shall write more about this, as my views on it are very tmportant 
to the American theatrical industry. 

When a Man Knows 

The moment I heard the music, two years ago, I knew “Lumber Love” 
would be a success. I never had a doubt. I cannot understand how 
managers can be such fools. Music, you cannot mistake. 


If you play a beautiful tune on a tin whistle, outside a public house, 


everybody knows—except the managers, I suppose. 


stone blind, flat-footed. 


They are tone-deaf, 


I think I have broken the cash registers of every London play-taster’s 


mind. 


NO MORE “ANGELS” 


(Continued from page 1) 
when a show production is men- 
tioned for their check book. Fraud 
bureaus are consulted and the ca- 
reer of the producer looked up. Few 


can stand the scrutiny. 

Publicity on the fallen fortunes of 
many an angel-backed Broadway 
play, with some others similarly 
financed that never saw Broadway, 
has been the general educator. 

Some see it in the lesson now be- 
ing taught by Edgar B. Davis, the 
millionaire gift maker who has 
nearly reached the first million with 
his loss on “The Ladder,’ now on 
sight and sound for nothing at the 
Belmont theatre. 

Other moneyed men from reports 
find that more money may be lost 
on a single show than they had be- 
lieved and are now a bit wary over 
making a minor investment for a 
theatre play in fear they may be 
drawn into the Davis class. 

Don’t Want Outsiders 

The chumps also have learned 
that the recognized Broadway pro- 
ducers are all over the money-tak- 
ing day. No longer is the show 


girl informed that if the boy friend 
will come across, she will find her- 
self a principal. 
ducers of standing, 
they have something in 


script or 


Instead the pro-| 
when believing | 


play form, sell a share or more, ff 
any, to their confreres in produc- 
tion. 

Several current shows on Broad- 
way have more than one interest 
at the head, but all of the associates 
are also in the theatre business. 
The outsider is no longer needed, 
for a show with possibilities can 
easily find its own financing within 
the ranks of the show business, 

Stopping at Source 

A producer on the verge of start- 
ing a musical was importuned last 
week by a close friend in a com- 
mercial line to give him a piece of 
the show. The producer replied he 
wanted no partners and needed no 
money. But the friend persisted, 
“just to have a bit of it,” he said, 


With the producer surmising an- 
other objective. So the producer 
said: 


“Listen, I'll let you in and take 
your dough now, but if I ever catch 
you talking to one of the girls or 
hanging about the stage, I shall de- 
clare your money forfcited.” 

The legend of “angel” as a dis- 
guise for the more explanatory 
word, “sucker,” is that in the olden 
days when a producer “took” a lay- 
man, he would exclaim with the 
money, “Sent from Heaven.” 

This was reduced to the word 
“angel” as taking in more territory 
and indicating what a sweet and 
liberal man the provider was es- 
tin ated to he 
Heaven, 


~ j . 
sume piace, 


AL JOLSON 


bidding farewell to his managers as 
he leaves for Loew’s St. Louis. In 
the background Lou Shreiber is be- 
ing advised what disposition to 
make of the luggage by none other 


than 
HARRY ROSE 


“The Broadway Jester” 
PARAMOUNTOURING 

This (Feb. 11)—Buffalo, Buffalo 
Next (Feb. 18)—Michigan, Detroit 


CIRCUIT OF CHURCHES 
«Continued from page 1) 

olic Welfare Council, and the Rev. 
Thomas M. Schwertzner, has been 
appointed. Father Husslein, a Jesuit 
priest, was entrusted with the task 
of preparing the scenario. 

The synopsis, and with & the 
project of producing further pic- 
tures suited for Catholic audiences, 


was submitted to and obtained the 


written endorsement of 73 bishops 
of the United States, the major part 
of the Canadian Hierarchy, and of 
68 provincial heads of religious or- 
ders and congregations, as well as 
of many pastors. Cardinal O’Con- 
nell of Boston was one of those ap- 
proving the project. 

Later it was decided to modify 
the scenario, on the advice of non- 
Catholic experts, to make the appeal 
more general, and to exhibit the 
picture in theatres and public halls 
the first year. A director, described 
as “one of the most experienced and 
successful film and theatre super- 
visors of Europe,” was engaged, and 
plans made to produce ft on a road- 
show basis. Hts title is “The Hidden 
God.” 

With the assistance of Catholic 
authorities, the National Film Pro- 
ducers (said to be composed of ex- 
perienced business, men chosen 
without regard to religion) has 
fallen steps to organize a_ cir- 
cult of Catholic churches to place 
the project on a sound financial 
basis. An exhaustive survey was 
conducted in 60 dioceses and other 
investigations were later made, as 
a result of which it was found that 
in many Catholic halls and schools 
there were not proper projection fa- 
cilities, inspection and maintenance 
of them. 


Play on Percentage 


Accordingly, t was decided to 
offer circuit members, who will take 
pictures from the company on a 
percentage basis, the following 
service: A survey of conditions and 
needs in each parish desiring and 
warranted by local conditions in 
showing films; adaption of available 
auditoriums; installation of neces- 
sary equipment at cost on a time 
payment basis; a permanent sup- 
ply of complete picture programs 
approved by a board of censors of 
the Church; provision of plans for 
attracting audiences; training in 
the execution of such plans: train- 
ing tm mechanical operation and 
business management of operations, 
and e settlement of differences by a 
committee on legal and industrial 
relations, 

Three Purposes 


The company stands ready to pro- 
vide permanent supply of releases 
as well as to make each year one 
complete religious drama, together 
with shorter films on the life of 
saints, educational features, etc. 
The work of organizing the circuit 
is still under way, the promoters 
desiring to have everything set be- 
fore going ahead. 

The plan is three-fold in its pur- 
pose: Religious, educational and 
parishes are ex- 


financial (local 
pected to profit). 

The Catholic Church is the largest 
single denomination tn the world, 
and also from the] and is generally conceded to be the 
gest in organization. 
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Out-Britishing the British 
At home Ernest Truex has long 
been known as a clever comedian. 
He is now starring successfully in 
London im “Good Morning, Bill.” 
That he is capable of good charac- 
ter work, including a mastery of 


dialects, is proved by his faultiess 
“English” accent, now assumed off- 
etage as well as on. ° 

As a rule women are better at this 
sort of thing than men, and Ameri- 
cans nowadays, encountering Dor- 
othy Dickson, Edythe Baker, Ethel 
Levey, Maxine Elliott and a score 
of other American actresses who 
lave settled in London, note that 
these ladies out-British the British! 
Tallulah Bankhead now says 
“carn’t” and “sharn’t,” but combines 
this adaptation with distinct traces 
of her original southern drawl. 
Apropos of Truex, he is ably sup- 
ported by Lawrence Grossmith, who 
married Coralie Blythe, sister of the 
late Vernon Castle. 

Happily Married 

Encountering Prince and Princess 
Nicholas Karageorgevitch about 
town, after their honeymoon abroad, 
one finds them apparently ideally 
happy. 
Although sensational publicity 
was given the rumor that his title 
was doubtful, Nicholas is indeed a 
cousin of King Alexander of Yugo- 
slavia. The couple first met a year 
ago in Capri, where the then Mrs. 
Cochran was residing while writing 
a novel. She had divorced Dr. 
George Gilfillan Cochran, Jr. Orig- 
inally Dorothy Snyder, daughter of 
Mrs. Susie Snyder, of Brooklyn, a 
wealthy grandmother, Mrs. Susie 
Cruickshank, recently died, leaving 
more than $1,000,000, of which the 
Princess inherited only $1,000. How- 
ever, in 1921 she inherited $500,000 
from the grandfather, and will pre- 
sumably eventually come into her 
mother’s share of the fortune. The 
Princess has appeared in various 
Broadway productions. 


Stage-Peerage Union 


of Maj.-Gen. Sir Charles Sackville- 
West and Anne Meredith. She had 
been on the stage for years, includ- 
ing some productions of David Bel- 
asco. Then she married and di- 


Morgan, son and heir of Lord Tede. 
gar. He has published a novel and 
a volume of verse. He is also a 
painter and an aviator. She is the 
sister of young Lord Alington, and 
has acted in stage and screen proe 
ductions. She owns a racing stable, 
and is also a painter. Versatile, 
these English. 

New York remembers Lord Aling~ 
ton as the house guest of the senior 
Cornelius Vanderbilt. Later he 
moved to a studio in Greenwich Vil- 
lage, and went about with Teddie 
Gerard, Tallulah Bankhead and Leo« 
nore Harris, actresses. Finally he 
returned to London, and there con- 
tinued the friendship with Tallulah, 
Miss Bankhead, now a favorite with 
English playgoers, has been star- 
ring in “The Garden of Eden,” and 
is soon to be starred in “Blackmail.” 
“Eden” only lasted a week in New 
York, produced by Arch Selwyn and 
directed by Edwin Knopf. Knopf 
divorced from Mary Ellis (now co- 
starring with Basil Sydney), has 
been rather ritzy and high-hat, in 
the past. He is now directing a 
stock company in Baltimore. 


Jessica Brown Remarrying? 


When Jessica Brown, the dancer, 
married the young and handsome 
Earl of Northesk, all seemed rosy. 
But his friends in English society 
did not enthuse.over the Countess, 
and there were other developments, 
So now they are being divorced, 
and it is rumored each will speedily 
remarry, she choosing a dashing ate 
tache of the diplomatic service, 
Northesk is much in evidence at St. 
Moritz, recently hobnobbing with 
the King and Queen of Belgium. 

Jimmy, the Well Dressed Man 

Several tailors and haberdashers 
on the main thoroughfares of Lon- 
don now display photos im their 
windows of the Mayor of New 
York, with wordings indicating that 
they can fit out customers so as to 
compare with His Honor, James 
Walker, “the best-dressed man in 


America!” 


New York establishments have 


been known to similarly advertise 
A happy alliance between the/the Prince of Wales! 
peerage and the playhouse was that | my back and I'll scratch yours!” 


“You scratch 


“Interference’s” Part Author 
Harold Dearden, an Englishman, 


who is a physician as well as & 


dramatist, ie known in America as 


vorced Stephen S. Bigelow, a Boston | part author of “Interference,” run- 
society man. Sir Charles had also; ning simultaneousiv in New York 
been married before. and London. This playwright-nerve 
In 1925 he was appointed governor | specialist is also the author of “Two 
and commander-in-chief of the| White Arms,” recently produced in 
Channel Islands of Guernsey, of | Lonion. 

Alderney and of Sark. Sir Charles He and bis wife have been visit- 
was the principal British represen- |ing the American millionaire, How- 
tative on the Allied War Council at|/a@rd Gould, at his villa at Monte 
Versailles, and also at the headquar-| Carlo, a fellow-guest being Mrs. 
ters of the entente military supreme| Oscar Lewisohn, of New York, 
command at the front, where he was; known to playgoers as generation 
intimately associated with Gen.|ago as Edna May. 

Tasker H. Bliss, the United States ” First Glass Style 


representative. 
Exclusive Dorothy Recently observed at Cannes were 
Mr. and Montague Glass. The au- 
When Dorothy Clark was dancing | thor of the “Potash and Perlmutter” 


at the Club Lido, in 1925, various 
society people applauded her efforts, 
her partner being Billy Reardon. 
Nowadays, when Dorothy dances, it 
is as one of the smart guests at pri- 
vate entertainments, as she has be- 
come not only fashionable, but quite 
exclusive. A year ago she married, 
out in Los Angeles, Bradford Nor- 
man, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. Brad- 
ford Norman, of Newport. Her 
wealthy father-in-law is head of the 
water works in the Rhode Island 
community, and her cause has been 
taken up by her mother-in-law, a 
pillar of conservatism. Last sum- 
mer the young Normans occupied a 
villa, and this winter they have been 
of the permanent colony. 

Gertie and Bertrand 


Interest is expressed, in London 
and New York, in the eventual mar- 
riage of Gertrude Lawrence and 
Bertrand Taylor, Jr., New York so- 
ciety man and Yale ’15. Miss Law- 
rence, originally Gertrude Dagmar, 
was recently divorced from her 
husband, an English theatrical man, 
Francis X. Howley, known profes- 
sionally as Francis Gordon, and has 
a daughter, Pamela. 

Taylor is the brother of Dorothy 
Taylor, who divorced Claude Gra- 
hame White, and then married Count 
Carlo Dentice di Frasso. Grahame 
White then married Ethel Levey, 
who had divorced George M. Cohan. 
Di Frasso had been divorced by the 
daughter of Mrs. Henry Siegel, of 
New York. Bertrand Taylor, Jr., 
was divorced by Mary Bovee, who 
then married Francis H. McAdoo, 
son of William Gibbs McAdoo. A 
crossword puzzle! 


Versatile, These English 
The Hon. Iwis Sturt (not Stuart). 


series has gained fame and fortune, 
and now lives in luxury, or as one 
expressed it, “in first-glass style.” 


Wilda Bennett’s Return 

The return to Broadway of Wilda 
Bennett finds this actress still good 
looking and attractive. Halfling from 
Asbury Park, she first acted in 
“Everyman” in 1911, appearing in 
London with that production. Then 
she was in “A Good Little Devil,” 
David Belasco’s fantasy starring 
Mary Pickford and providing a bit 
for Lillian Gish as a fairy who flew 
off on a wire. 

After Hope Hampton opened in 
Philadelphia in “Pompadour” Wilda 
had the role in New York, which 
led to a lawsuit. 

Mrs. Charles Frey was awarded 
$37,500 damages when she sued 
Wilda for alienating her husband’s, 


Charles, affections. This amount 
was later reduced to $25,000. Frey 
then attended Texas Guinan, but 


was finally barred from Tex’s club. 
Wilda married “Peppy” de Albreu, 
a South American dancer, but they 
have separated. After she had oc- 
cupied a mansion !n East 90th 
street, rented from Charlotte King 


Palmer, the owner was awarded 
$4,000 damages for infurfes to the 
premises, 


Mrs. Palmer wis the victim of & 
sensational robbery in that house & 
few years ago, when she was beaten 
and stripped of jewels valued at 
$650,000. A generation ago Char- 
lotte was a well known showgirl 
and appeared with De Wolf Hopper 
in two shows. Then she divorced 
the late James Cresson Parrish, JI 


a new York society man. During 
the past year Mrs. Palmer has 
broken into the society columns 


is soon to marry the Hon. Evan 


(Continued on page 35) 
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AMERICAN ACTORS ANY PAY 


Foreign Professionals With Bonafide Contracts can 
Obtain British Labor Permits—But They Must Apply 
Before Entering Country—N. Y. “World’s” Story 
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London, Feb. 14. 

Labor permits for foreign pro- 
fessionals to appear in this country 
must be applied for before entering. 
When the foreigner holds a bona- 
fide English theatrical contract, the 
permit is granted, if there is no 
exceptional cause why the player 
should not enter. 

Low or high salary is not an ex- 
ceptional cause and the salary is 
immaterial to the Labor Ministry. 

Alden Gay (American) appears to 
have made a statement to the New 
York ‘‘World” and printed in that 
daily yesterday, to the effect foreign 
professionals earning under $100 
weekly on the British stage are 
discriminated against, to afford 
English actors that employment. 

It’s the same bunk that foreign 
actors who flop in this or any other 
country tell what a tough country 
tt is upon returning home. 

Played Without Permit 

Miss Gay played at the Kew the- 
atre, London, some time ago for 
one week without a labor permit. At 


(Continued on page 35) 


“Burlesque” for London 


With Nelson Keys 


London, Feb. 14. 

Herbert Wilcox and Nelson Keys, 

heads of the newly formed British 
Dominion Film Company, have se- 
cured the English stage rights to 
“Burlesque,” paying $10,000 bonus 
and 50 per cent. of the profits in 
addition to royalty. 
‘ Keys will play the principal role. 
He sailed for New York on the 
“Olympic” tomorrow (Feb. 15) to 
wee the play. 

Keys is reported to have said that 
the cost of securing the piece was 
of small consequence compared to 
his desire to advertise the film com- 


pany. 


Adele Astaire Engaged 


London, Feb. 14. 

It is believed on inside show cir- 
eles here that Adele Astaire is en- 
gaged to marry Billy Gaunt, son of 
William Gaunt. 

Gaunt, Sr., is the Bradford wool- 
len magnate and principal stock- 
holder in the six Shubert West End 
theatres. 


Philadelphia, Feb. 14. 

Rumor of the engagement of 
Elizabeth Altemus, socially promi- 
nent here, and Fred Astaire is em- 
phatically denied by Mrs. Eessie 
Dobson Altemus Eastman, the girl's 
mother. 

Mrs. 
gons and 
Fred and 


Eastman declared that her 
daughters have known 
Adele Astaire for some 
time, and entertain them a great 
deal when they are in Philadelphia, 
but that the engagement report is 
without truth. 

Miss Altemus igs at present in 
Aiken, S. C. 


Little Tich Dead at 59 


London, Feb. 14. 
Little Tich, 59, died near London, 
Feb. 9, following a long illness. In 


his day, Little Tich was the high- 
est paid music hall artist in Eng- 
land. He once appeared in New 
York where he failed and could 


mever he persuaded to return. 


Swaffer’s 2 Loves 


London, Feb. 14. 
“Lumber Love,” Hannen Swaffer’s 
greatest love, next to himself, comes 
to the Lyceum March 14. 


REVUE FOR RAQUEL 
Paris, Feb. 14. 

The Palace ig hastening a new 
revenue, aiming to premiere pro- 
duction March 26. 

Raque! Meller will be starred. A 
novelty is promised in the presence 
in the cast of Gina Palerme, noted 
gcreen comedienne. 


CANNES’ NEW CLUB 
Paris, Feb. 5. 
A new cabaret, Casanova, under 
@irection of M. Bronstein, has been 
Maugurated at Cannes. 


Season on the Riviera is brisk. 


Yellow Mask’ and ‘S.0.S.’ 
Liked, but Handicapped 


London, Feb. 14. 

A new musical melodrama and & 
straight drama may only be around 
for a short time. 

In the musical-melo, Edgar Wal- 
lace’s “The Yellow Mask” at the 
Carlton, it’s mostly a matter of 
small capacity. Played competent- 
ly and cordially received, the piece 
is an undoubted success but the 
theatre only can seat 1,100 making 
it tough for the management to “get 
out.” The cast has been requested 
to give an additional matinee to 
relieve the pressure, 

Well presented dances staged by 
Max Rovers, Chinese settings and 
several views of the Tower of Lon- 
don rate as the most attractive 
stage effort in this vein seen here 
in many years, 

At the Saint James “S. O. S.,” 
drawing-room plot starring Gerald 
Dumaurier, was politely listened to 
in the stalls, but the pit and gal- 
lery became slightly restless. 

Piece is splendidly acted and pro- 
duced with an obvious attempt to 
duplicate the success of “Interfer- 
ence.” Effort is unlikely to attain 
that mark because the story, while 
interesting, will not stand analysis. 

Dumaurier’s personal draw and 
the library “buy” figure to carry 
the play for a time. 


Gibbons’ Son in N. Y. 


Sir Walter Gibbons’ son is in New 
York and has been at the Fox of- 
fices. It led to a report the youth 
was following his father’s instruc- 
tions in a possible deal with the 
Gibbons houses (Gulliver) of Eng- 
land and the Fox chain. 

That report was dissipated, how- 
ever, by recalling a story in Variety 
of some weeks ago when it was 
stated that Fox had turned down 
the proposal, through his position of 
requiring houses shall be of 3,000 or 
over capacity. 

At about that same time the pro- 
posal was broached to other pic- 
ture chain operators, without hav- 
ing it considered. 


Foreign Bookings 


T. D. Kemp, Jr., has booked 
Morton Downey to open at the 
Cafe Anglais and Cafe de Paris, in 
Paris, April 2 for a run; Johnny 
Marvin in British vaude doubling 
with Kit-Cat, London, starting May 
14; Carola Goya and Carlos de 
Vega, concert dancers, open March 
26 at the Kit-Cat, also for a run. 
Summer bookings by Kemp in- 
clude the Giersdorf Sisters, Mollie 
O'Doherty and Hal Kemp’s orches- 
tra. 

Kemp is also financially interested 
in the new musical revue, “Will of 
the Whispers,” starring Jack Smith, 
whom he manages. 


Mistinguette Tour Off 


Paris, Feb. 14. 

Mistinguette has relinquished her 
proposed tour of the central Eu- 
ropean capitals. Explanation is that 
it has been found almost impos- 
sible to hook up consecutive dates 
through dealings with separate and 
often rival managements in differ- 
ent countries, 

She has signed for re-engage- 
ment with Moulin Rouge revue, due 
in April, with Earl Leslie inter- 
ested. 


” 
“Name” Male Quintet 
London, Feb. 14. 

A new quintet is being lined up 


for night club work. They are: 
Roy Royston (“Girl Friend” Co., Pal- 
ace), Chick Endor (American, 


“Clowns in Clover,” Adelphi), Caryl 
Gibbons (American, late leader Sa- 
voy Hotel band), Dennis Cowles 
(“Clowns in Clover,” Adelphi) and 
George Metaxa. 

With their West End reputations, 
the boys are asking for big money. 


FOREIGN 


WILL MAHONEY 


Joseph Mulvaney, Sunday's N. Y. 


“American,” said: “This is the 
heydey of hoofers. But it is a 
highly specialized hoofer’ that 


Broadway demands. He must be 
subtly funny, sympathetically hu- 
morous, . . . he must sing or 
tell stories, and Will Mahoney of 
“Take the Air’ is proBably the 
greatest find of this kind.” 

Direction Ralph G. Farnum, 1560 
Broadway. 


Pollock Picks "Em Good 


London, Feb. 14. 

Channing Pollock wrote a col- 
umn article for the “Evening News” 
Friday entitled “The Stage Is 
Anaemic.” 

Bernard Shaw, Sir Alfred Butt, 
Fred Terry and Winston Church- 
ill’s private secretary right away 
jumped into print with replies. 

None of these men work for Pol- 
lock—on salary. 


Gibbons Delays Payment: 
Palladium Reopens Mch. 1 


London, Feb. 14. 

Payment of the remainder of the 
purchase money by the Gibbons 
syndicate for the Gulliver circuit, 
due yesterday Feb. 13) was post- 
poned until later this week. 

Queried by Variety, it was stated 
there is some hitch im the wording 
of certain clauses and that payment 
would be made not later than to- 
morrow (Wednesday). 

Palladium, former Gulluver house, 
closed Saturday (Feb. 11) as sched- 
uled and is due to reopen March 1, 
although its policy is still uncer- 
tain. It is reported there is some 
difficulty in securing a suitable film 
feature to inaugurate the policy 
change. It is circumstantially ru- 
mored the house may get a revival 
of “The Student Prince,” but insid- 
ers declare the policy of the house 
will be films and vaudeville. 


Memorial Services 


Sunday next, Feb. 19, at 2:30 in 
the afternoon, the Jewish Theatri- 
cal Guild will hold its annual 
memorial services at the B’Nai 
Jeshurun Synanogue, 257 West 88th 
street, New York, Rabbi Israel 
Goldstein officiating. 

The guild has lost 70 members 
by death since its organization. 

On Feb. 23, in the afternoon, at 
the Knickerbocker theatre, New 
York, the guild will hold a recep- 
tion for the Catholic Actors’ Guild 
and the Episcopal Actors’ Guild. 


KERN-CLIFF SHOW 
London, Feb. 14. 

“The Love Broker,” by Jerome 
Kern, will be the next Laddie Cliff 
show. It shortly starta for a tour 
out of town. 

Cast, besides Cliff, includes Phyllis 
Monkman, Stanley Lupino, Cyril 
Ritchard and Madge Elliott. 


ALL-ENGLISH BEHIND FABER 
London, Feb, 14. 
Al Lewis is here to produce “The 
Spider’ at the Winter Garden with 
Leslie Faber in the principal role, 
supported by an ali-English 
pany. 


Alice Lee Held Over 
Paris, Feb. 14 
Alice Lee, playing a six weeks' 
engagement between Cannes, Monte 
Carlo and Nice, has been held over 
for an additional six, 


SAILINGS 


Feb. 11 (London to New York), 
Albert Parker, John Robertson 
(Celtic). 

Feb. 18 (London to New York), 


— — —— 


LONDON CRITICS’ 
SETTING VARIETY RIGHT 


London, Jan. 
Editor Variety: 


which appeared in Variety of Octo- 
ber 5 and November 9, 1927, in 
which the name of the Critics’ Cir- 
cle and its members were men- 
tioned, at a meeting of our execu- 
tive committee exception was taken 
to these remarks, since they are in- 


correct. 

The writer of the articles insin- 
uated that the Critics’ Circle 
afforded protection to members 
against breaches of professional 
conduct. So far from this being the 


case, the Circle refuses to accept 
candidates who have not signed a 
declaration, copy of which is at- 
tached. 

My committee therefore requests 
that, in common fairness to the Cir- 
cle, you will kindly publish this 
letter, 

Yours faithfully. 
John Parker. 


Paris Nite Life Starving 


Paris, Feb. 14. 

Paris night Hfe is starving, prin- 
cipally from lack of patronage by 
the tourist trade. 

This is normally the dull season 
for the cabarets, but there is usually 
some activity in the night resorts. 
Not so this year, the places com- 
plaining that they are getting no 
trade at all from foreign visitors. 


Jane Dillon’s Speeches 
And Winnie’s 6 Mins. 


London, Feb, 14. 

Jane Dillon's initial London ap- 
pearance, at the Victoria Palace 
(vaudeville) yesterday resulted in 
her completely stopping. She made 
two speeches. 

At the Coliseum (vaudeville) 
Winnie Lightner, relegated to 
fourth feature in lights, is only do- 
ing six minutes, although scheduled 
for 12, 


Guitry Role Revived 


Paris, Feb. 14. 

The Theatre Antoine has revived 
Maurice Donney's five-act comedy 
“Les Amants,” the sentimental love 
story created 30 years ago. 

Andre Brule played the role cre- 
ated originally by Lucien Guitry, 
with Jean Provost playing the part 
of the amorous middle aged woman 
originated by Jeanne Granier. 


“White Arms” Shown 
Paris, Feb. 14. 
Harold Deardens’ three-act farce, 
“Two White Arms,” was presented 
successfully at the Theatre Albert 
in English, with Edward Stirling 
playing a sea captain bored by his 
wife's excessive caresses. 
QUIET NIGHT CLUBS 
Paris, Feb, 5. 
Caucasien Club, now renamed 
Chateau Club Americain, is featur- 


ing Harry Reiser’s band. Also on 
the bill are Olive and Margie Ver- 
nell, Elaine Kendall and Alfred Ar- 
no'd. Business is quiet. 


Zelli’s has ciosed for cleaning pur- 
poses, listed for reopening in March 

Josephine Baker has le’t for cen- 
tral Europe, bux will return here 
next season at her own club. 


NON-STAGE DANCERS 


(Continued from page 1) 


2,000 daily pupils are men. 

Wayburn’s organization 
eventually include’ schools 
principal cities. Schools in Chicago 
and Los Angeles will be open by 
this summer. In addition, Way- 
burn has’ seasonal schools’ for 
society women in Palm Beach dur- 
ing the winter, and Southampton, 
Long Island, in the summer. 

The school is operated under the 
supervision of the Board of Regents 
of the State of New York, being 
the only dancing school so rated. 
Everything is standardized as in 
an academic school One, three and 
six months’ courses are offered and 
must be taken in full. Make-up, 
stage deportment and kindred sub- 
jects are also taught. 

Billy Pierce’s studio acknowledges 
to a2 woman 63 


struggling with the 
Another elderly feminine aspirant 
over 60 tried the Charleston—and 


Nelson Keys (Olympie) 


went to bed for two weeks. 


With reference to the paragraphs 
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CIRCLE 50 TO 100 AMERICAN 


ACTORS ABROAD 

Playing in Foreign-Mades— 

Mostly British—Not Much 
Selection Over Here 


From 50 to 100 American film 
players who have found themselves 
no longer in strong demand by the 


major producing companies and the 
more important independent on this 
side will be coming back on the 
screen via foreign made produc- 
tions, mainly British within a year 
or two. 

The gold rush is on in Great 
Britain. With $50,000,000 of public 
money subscribed for film produc- 
tion the English producers are re- 
ported offering top salaries for 
American talent. Directors, actors 
and technicians, unable to get ac- 
ceptable engagements here are 
getting big salaries and on contract. 

LGritish producers figure they may 


have a better chance to sell the 
American market with American 
jplayers. Native independent com- 


| panies are willing to sign almost all 
players and directors of merit who 
drop out of the first runs over here. 
Originally of little box office appeal 
they will be handicapped with 
foreign production standards and 
will have to compete against stars 
with international following. 

Some are making what are re- 
ferred to as “quota” pictures abroad. 
While officially in the employ of 
continental producers they are actu- 
ally making the pictures for their 
own companies abroad so that per- 
mits may be obtained to import 
American made productions. Among 
these are Syd Chaplin and Dorothy 
Gish, producing in England. Ben 
Lyon will appear in one or two plie- 
tures to be released here by First 
National. Reginald Denny is also 
going abroad to make a picture 
scheduled for release here by Uni- 
versal, 


Buchanan’s Next 


London, Feb. 10. _ 
“That's a Good Girl” is the title 
of Jack Buchanan’s new show. Book 
by Douglas Furber, score by Philip 
Charig and Joseph Meyer (both 
Americans) and lyrics by Ira 
Gershwip 
The cast, besides Buchanan, con- 
sists of Elsie Randolph, Kate Cutler, 
Mabel Sharp, William Kendall, 
Raymond Newell, Rita Colere, Eight 
Tiller Girls. Debroy Somers and his 
band will also be in the cast. The 
show opened Feb. 6 at Cardiff, will 
be on the road for elght weeks and 
then comes to town. 


Selwyn Buys Picture 


London, Feb. 14. 
Arch Selwyn has bougtt “Dawn,” 
the Nurse Cavell film, for release in 
America. 
Selwyn states he will road show 
the picture in his own theatres, 
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Tiller Dancing Schools 


years old learning | of America, Inc. 


the black-bottom and a man 65 still | 226 West 72d Street, NEW YORK 
Charleston. | 


MARY READ, President 
Phone Endicott 8215-6 


New Classes Now Forming 
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KENNEDY WORKING OUT PATHE 


PICTURES 


Wednesday, February 15, 1928 


WITHOUT GOING MURDOCK DEAL 


Cecil B. DeMille Sticking to Pathe-P.D.C.—Kennedy 
in Full Charge of Pathe Without Title and Also 
Directing His Own F.B.O.—Future Developments 
Governing Any Present Smouldering Intentions— 
Economies on Pathe’s Distribution and Production 
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Joseph P. Kennedy has assumed 
entire charge of Pathe, without of- 
ficial title. He will attempt to work 
out the problems of that picture 
producer and distributor. It’s a 
mutually reached understanding 
between Kennedy and John J. Mur- 
dock, president of Pathe. 

Cecil B. DeMille will remain with 
Pathe, for the present at least, and 
during the term Kennedy is experi- 
menting. 

Kennedy continues as the head 
of F. B. O., another film concern 
of the two divisions. F, B. O. re- 
tains its individual identity and 
will, unless future developments for 
Pathe under the Kennedy guidance 
suggest to Kennedy and Murdock 
the advisability of moulding Pathe 
and F. B. O. into a single concern. 
At present that idea may be 
smouldering in the minds of both 
men but it has not been expressed. 

All Agreeable 

All interested including the bank- 
ers, Blair and Company of New 
York, are said to have agreed upon 
the Kennedy insertion into Pathe, 
for practicability. 

A prime cause for Murdock in- 
viting Kennedy to take charge is 
said to Mave been Murdock’s con- 
viction that Kennedy can hold 
down cost of Pathe productions, to 
the line Kennedy has made for his 
own firm, F. B. O., and also that 
Pathe distribution cost can be ma- 
terially cut, even during the Ken- 
nedy experimental period, 

It is reported that the bankers 
under this new arrangement have 
approval of the Pathe requcst for 
funds to proceed with its ’28-’29 
program, that may be started when 
Kennedy reaches the coast upon 
behalf of Pathe. Until his departure 
from New York, Kennedy will go 
thoroughly into the Pathe business 
organization in the east. 

DeMille with Murdock 

DeMille is reported to have been 
on the fence, standing with Mur- 
dock during all of the negotiations, 
pro and con, The account says 
Murdock believes DeMille should 
remain in his own unit, turning out 
two or more special films as lead- 
ers for the Pathe program, with 
DeMille and Kennedy concurring. 
DeMille on the coast is working on 
“The Godless Girl” for Pathe and 
it is reported he will shortly start 
or resume with “Tenth Avenue” as 
another Pathe feature. 

It is not,yet positive that Elmer 
Pearson is out of the Pathe or- 

(Continued on page 19) 


Ian Keith’s Interview on 
Marriage to Ethel Clayton 


Minneapolis, Feb, 14. 


Tan Keith is to be quoted in a 
forthcoming issue of “Sereen 


Secrets,” a monthly magazine pub- 
lished here, as having stated in a 
local interview that in Ethel Clay- 
ton he has found his “soul mate.” 
In this interview, Keith § stated 
further, according to the article, 
that he and Miss Clayton have been 
married. He refused, however, to 
divulge the time and place of the 
wedding. 


Blanche Yurka just obtained a 
Givorce from Keith a few weeks 
ago. Miss Clayton played in stock 


here before going into the movies. 

The Keith interview was given 
out while he and Miss Clayton were 
playing an engagement in a play- 
let at the local Hennepin-Orpheum 
(vaude). 


REJECT MACKAYE APPEAL 
Los Angeles, Feb. 14 
Arguments presented to the Su- 
perior Court on behalf of Dorothy 
Mackaye gained nothing for the ac- 
tress. Court refused to reopen the 
case. 


SCL WURTZEL RESTING 
So! Wurtzel is sailing from New 
York this week for Europe. 
Mr. Wurtzel is general tactotum 


@i ithe ox Goast studios 


ART THEATRE NEEDS 
GOOD NO. 2 PICTURES 
So Says 


English Author Tells A.M.P.A. 
Boys What to Do and Make 


Problems of the picture art the- 
atres were openly presented by Joe 
Fleisler of the Fifth Avenue Play- 
house at the A. M. P. A. meeting 
last Thursday. It was admitted, 
perhaps for the first time publicly, 
that the art theatre is dependent 
on American-made product which 
cannot make the grade of the bet- 
ter class picture houses. 


Fleisler said that the 52 pictures 
needed annually could not be picked 
from among the foreign productions, 
of which “One or two are good and 
the rest are foreign,” he stated. 
The speaker mentioned there is 
something good about foreign pic- 
tures because it assures the house 
of a nationality draw. “A Swedish 
film brings the Swedes,” instanccd 
Fleisler. 

Fleisler, following R. Wingate, 
head of the State censorship bureau, 
claimed that there should be a spot 
for adult pictures free from the 
molestation of censors. 

F. W. Hoffman-Edgeman, an 
English author who experienced 
grave difficulty in handling a mon- 
ocle, supplied comedy, in abundance. 
He told the boys what kind of stories 
to get. “First there is always sex,” 
he hawed. “That must be remem- 
bered. More and better sex pictures 
is what the public wants,” cooed the 
speaker, innocently. He predicted 
that if the boys went out and made 
pictures based on these themes all 
would be well within the picture 
industry. 


Metro-Gaumont Paris 
Alliance at an End 


Paris, Feb. 14. 

Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer and Gau- 
mont Paris distributing system has 
been dissolved by mutual consent 
on handling of product. 

The local distributing concern for 
the American producer will assume 
its own name of Metro-Goldwyn- 
Mayer, beginning in September, 
continuing to function in offices in 
the Gaumont building, which is 
controlled by the Loew-Metro in- 
terests. At that time Gaumont will 
be directed from its studio in the 
Rue Plateau, Paris. 

The report is heard that Metro 
has under consideration a distrib- 
uting proposition with Cineromans, 
directed by Jean Sapene, but noth- 
ing definite on the subject is to be 
had here. Mr. Lawrence, repre- 
sentative of Metro, declares he has 
no official information as to such 
a deal. 


Ben Lyon’s Info 


Los Angeles, Feb. 14. 

Ben Lyon abandoned a proposed 
airplane trip to New York this 
week. He says there is no engage- 
ment between Marilyn Miller and 
himself. 

He also offers the opinion that 
Marilyn will not marry Jack War- 
burton. 


Houstone Ellis Killed 


Los Angeles, Feb. 14. 

Houstone Ellis, 34, picture actor, 
was instantly killed yesterday when 
his car careened off the road at 
Delana, Cal., and plunged over a 
300-foot embankment on the Kern 
River Highway, 

Two male companions, riding 


| 


with him, were seriously injured. 


Copping Names 


How the states’ right market 
dresses up a picture for box 
office draw is instanced by 
“Lights of Paris,” foreign 
made and handled in the 
United States by Hi-Mark. 

The “stars” are Doris Cos- 
tello, Robert Coleman and 
Dolly Davies. The author is 
“H. B. Wright.” 

Each name bears a striking 
similarity to American 
“names.” 


WEATHER FORECAST 


The weather outlook for the 
week beginning tomorrow (Feb. 
15), based on information secured 
at the Weather Bureau, has it fair 
and colder in the East Gulf, South 
Atlantic States, Ohio Valley and the 
southern portion of the middle At- 
lantic states. 

Light snows and colder in the 
lower lake legicn and the extreme 
north portions of the other Middle 
Atlantic and New England States 
on Wednesday (today). 

Thursday will be mostly fair 
from the Mississippi River east- 
ward, followed by unsettled weather 
Thursday night or Friday, with 
snow or rain over western districts 
and rain over southern districts. 
Fair and _ considerably’ colder 
weather is indicated at the end of 
this week or the early part of next 
week, 

Weather conditions throughout 
the country during the past week 
beginning Monday, Feb. 6, are com- 
piled from data furnished by the 
U. S. Weather Bureau: 

Western (Wash., Ore., Calif., 
Idaho, Nev. and Utah). Opened 
with storms prevailing in north- 
west, gradually working northward 
into Canada, leaving the section 
clear from Wednesday on through 
to beginning of current week. Tem- 
perature varying in numerous loca- 
tions, but not unseasonable. 

Central (Mont., Wyo., Colo., No. 
and So. Dak., Neb., Kans., Minn., 
Towa, Mo., Wis., Ill., Western Mich., 
Ind. and Western Ky.). High pres- 
sure, with rains and snow in south- 
ern portion, swiftly going north- 
ward and not clearing until Thurs- 
day night. Remained clear until 
Monday (Feb. 13), when high pres- 
sure again recorded, thouch confined 
to southwest corner of section. 
With exception of Wednesday, when 
drop was recorded, temperature ris- 
ing throughout week. 

Southern (Ariz., New Mex., Okla., 
Tex., Ark., La., Miss., Tenn., Ala., 
No. and So. Car., Ga. and Fila.). 
Week started with rains and thun- 
derstorms throughout most of sec- 
tion, with exception of marked strip 
of territory from Texas Gulf coast 
line northward, east and then south 
to include Florida. Cleared by 
Thursday for balance of week, bui 
with rains recorded on Texas Gulf 
coast. Temperature throughout sec- 
tion rose considerably with abate- 
ment of storms. 

Eastern (Eastern Mich., Ohio, 
Eastern Ky., W. Va., N. Y., Penn., 
Va., Me., N. H., Vt., Mass., Conn., 
Del., N. J., Md. and D. C.). Rains 


in southern end of this section 
worked northward, until by Tues- 
day entire territory was under rain. 
Storms continued working north- 
ward, changing to snows in New 
England. By Monday morning of 
current week section practically 
clear. Storms working northward 
were preceded by exceptional rises 
in temperature, again dropping at 
end of week. 


War Dept. Designates 
Nat’l Guard Unit for Films 


Los Angeles, Feb. 14. 

Word received from the War De- 
partment implies that members of 
the 160th Inf., California National 
Guard, will be able to appear in 
future pictures where military 
equipment is used. 

This means that hereafter when 
the equipment is rented to the pro- 
ducing companies, it will be in the 
nature of a demonstration and thc 
necessary number of guardsmen 
will accompany the guns, rifles, ma- 


chine guns, ete, 


ROSCOE AILS 


Just completed return dates of 
the Fox houses. _At the Savoy last 
week, all available standing room 
Was occupied daily, and the cashier 
had to stop selling tickets five dif- 
ferent times during Roscoe’s en- 
geagement. Roscoe thanks the Fox 
executives for their confidence in 
repeating him so quickly. 


No 3rd-Handed Hubby 


The mother of a picture star, 
speaking of his reported mar- 
riage, said: “My son is too good 
a boy to be any woman’s third 
husband.” 


WEALTHY DIRECTOR’S 
MYSTERIOUS ACCIDENT 


Howard Hughes in Hospital— 
Reported Crashed While 
Doing Air Stuff 


Los Angeles, Feb. 14. 
Woward Hughes, millionaire oll 
man who took up the megaphone 


for air scenes of “Hell’s Angels” 
when Luther Reed, directing the 
picture, concluded the interior work 
and returned to Paramount, is con- 
fined to St. Vincent's Hospital here. 

No information as to the reason 
for Hughes’ confinement is avail- 
able. Fred Fleck, assistant to Reed, 
is finishing the interior sequences. 

Hughes, it is’ said, suffered in- 
ternal injuries recently when he 
crashed to the ground with his 
plane while directing. 

Reputed worth around $35,000,000, 
Hughes is head of Caddo Produc- 
tions which will release this picture 
through United Artists. 

Hughes has acquired the habit of 
taking over unexpired terms of 
contract players from other com- 
panies, His first was that of Thom- 
as Meighan, and his latest is Ben 
Lyon. 

Lyon’s contract with First Na- 
tional expires after a five-year pe- 
riod July 1. Hughes takes over the 
contract until that time under an 
arrangement whereby Lyon receives 
an increase in salary. 
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Breaking Up 2-Men Teams; 
Par Thinks Better Alone 


Los Angeles, Feb. 14. 

Due to the difficulty of securing 
suitable stories for two-men teams 
and in comparison to individual 
value, Paramount is breaking up 
Beery-Hatton and Conklin-Fields as 
hoke twosomes., 

Beery will be featured in “Beg- 
gars of Life,” by Jim Tully, and 
Iiaiton will serve to give comedy 
relief to the emotional stars. 

W. C. Fields has been working on 
a five-picture yearly contract at 
$40,000 per flicker. It expires with 
the present Conklin-Fields picture. 


Vivian Moses, Par’s _ 
Story Dept. Head 


Los Angeles, Feb, 14. 
Vivian Moses, former publicity 
and advertising head for Fox in 
New York City, becomes head of the 
Paramount story department, re- 
placing Fanny Franks. 
Ervin Kelsey, assistant to Ben 


Schulberg, slated for the post, re- 

signed from the company upon his 

return last week from New York. 
Moses is expected here next week. 


9 ‘TITULAR BISHOPS’ 
FORMED BY WRITERS 


Exciusive Organization Has 
One Member to Elect— 
Pledge Gratis Aid 


Los Angeles, Feb. 14. 
Plenty of mystery about the 
lunching together for the past three 
weeks of a number of title writers 
of the first degree. These gentle- 
men consider themselves the upper 
strata of the boys who do things to 


pictures so the audience knows 
what the producers, supervisors 
and directors are driving at. After 
a number of meetings they have de- 
cided to band themselves together 
as an organization which they of- 
ficially call the “Titular Bishops.” 

For their president they elected 
Julian Johnson (Par); vice-presi- 
dent is Ralph Spence, free lance, 
and secretary and treasurer is Mal- 
colm S. Boyland (Fox). Besides the 
officers there are five other mem- 
bers who include Joe Farnham, 
M-G; H. J. Mankewicz, Par; Gar- 
ratt Graham, F. N., and Randolph 
Bartlett, F. B. O. There is one 
other member yet whose name is 
unknown, Besides this one, pro- 
visions of the constitution provide 
that only one other member can 
be added to the list. 

This organization will only list 
among its membership men who 
have qualified in titling roadshow 
pictures and who are post grad- 
uates at the art of titling. They 
told one producer that the club was 
strictly social so far as intent was 
concerned, but that they would en- 
deavor to accomplish things for 
their mutual good and in turn 
would stand good for the ability of 
any member of the body. This to 
the extent that should a. member 
become sick while titling a picture 
other members will comp!cte the 
job gratis. 

There are about 800 recognized 
title writers on the Coast, with sev- 
eral holding equal recognition, so 
far as the producers are concerned, 
with any of the members of the 
“Titular Bishops.” Noticeable on 
the roster of the organization is the 
absence of the name of George 
Marion, Jr., considered the king pin 
of title writers. 

The organization will only add the 
other member they desire in their 
organization by unanimous invita- 
tion. To date the boys have not 
been able to agree as to who it 
should be. 


Bullheaded Cuban 
Annoyed News Ree! Boys 


Havana, Fel. 14. 
Fine young rumpus going on here 
over the newsreel boys and Lind- 


bergh’s arrival. Major Ortega, of 
the Cuban military, is very apt to 
take the official slap when the fuss 
clears up. 


Cameramen had passes signed by 
the army and police chiefs. Major 
Ortega refused to recognize them at 
the landing field because his signae 
ture was not also featurca. The 
photographers insisted the cards 
were valid. the windup being that 
the major sicked his underlings on 
the camera toters. 

It wasn't exactly funny, either, as 
some of the boys took a bad heating, 
especially the Cuban “still” men and 
the Fox Movietone disciples. 

In the latter outfit sever:l thoue 
sand dollars in damage was done to 
the equipment. 

Major Ortega may be court-mar- 
tialed for his conduct. It was the 


one discord in Cuba’s good will 
demonstration revolving around 
Lindbergh. 


3 Coast Weddings 
Los Angeles, Feb. 14. 

Three filmland couples have made 
known their intentions to marry in 
the near future. 

Mary Astor and Kenneth Hawks, 
production supervisor at Fox, have 
set Feb. 23 as the day, with a honey- 
moon in Cuba to follow. Mrs. Athole 
Ward, sister of Norma Shearer, is 
engaged to Howard Hawks, writer, 
and brother of Kenneth. Their mar- 
riage date is not definite. 

The last pair is Yvonne Howell, 
actress, and Lex Neal, dirccior and 
gag man. They will have the knot 
tied some time in June. Miss Hows 
ell is the daughter of Alice Howell, 
one of the screen’s early comedi- 


ennes. 
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SAXE ACCUSED 
YOUNG GIRL 


Theatre Man Denies— 


Girl Previously Picked Up 


‘ Miiwaukee, Feb. 14. 
Thomas Saxe, amusement man 
and former president of Saxe En- 
terprises, was named on a serious 
eharge in a warrant sworn to by a 
26-year-old Milwaukee girl. She 
charges Saxe with attacking her. 

Announcement of the girl’s 
eharges was made by Harry Mc- 
Crory, captain of detectives, and 
John Bauschek, superintendent of 
the bureau of identification, after 
the girl had been subjected to a 
long grilling. Warrant was issued 
after District Attorney Wengert had 
been informed of the nature of the 
ease. 

Several weeks ago this girl and a 
19-year-old friend were picked up 
by police for questioning. The old- 
er girl was held as a vagrant and 
fs now confined in the county jail 
pending trial. The younger girl was 
gent to the detention home where 
@he unfolded her story of an at- 
tack by Saxe. Repeated question- 
ing failed to break down the girl’s 
statements, and an _ investigation 
was ordered with the result that 
Saxe was named in the warrant. 

“Because of the prominence of 
the man _ involved,” Dist. Atty. 
Wengert said in issuing the war- 
rant, “and because I realize an or- 
Ger for his arrest will probably 
mean that I will have the fight of 
my life on my hands to gain a con- 
viction, I am moving carefully in 
the matter.” 

Saxe denied the charges and was 
feleased under $1,000 bail. 


FRENCH CENSOR POWER 
ON ALL IMPORT FILMS 


Paris, Feb. 5. 

What is considered as serious dis- 
erimination against American films, 
is a French government proposition 
to replace the suggestions of the 
recent cinematograph commission 
here and to establish an official cen- 
eorship board which control all im- 
portation of foreign pictures. In- 
stead of the quota measures to limit 
the entry of foreign films, which 
the commission voted, the Govern- 
ment censors will have power to 
license only a few of the pictures 
imported. It will therefore be pos- 
sible for the authorities to refuse 
any films presented. 

It is supposed the bigger French 
producing firms are behind this pro- 
posed legislation as the smaller 
firms would profit more from the 
quota. 


Menjou’s $8,500? 
Los Angeles, Feb. 14. 

Adolphe Menjou is making his 
last picture under his present Para- 
mount contract. The picture is “The 
Super of the Gaities,” being directed 
by Hobart Henley. Menjou’s con- 
tract expires May 1 and he leaves 
here for Europe May 10. 

It is said he 1s now getting $75,- 
000 a picture and that the next op- 
tion, which runs for a year, calls 
for $100,000 a picture on a basis of 
around $8,500 a week salary. 


Sheehan Wants “Boat” 


Winnie Sheehan has been report- 
ed negotiating within the week with 
Universal to secure the picture 
rights to “Show Boat.” 

Report was Sheehan heard U 1s 
undecided about starting the film, 
although it’s on the U list to com- 
mence in May. 

From accounts Sheehan can easily 
Place “The Show Boat” on the Fox 
schedule at almost any time. 


“CHAMPAGNE” ABOARD 


‘London, Feb. 14. 
First sequence of “Champaigne,” 
starring Keity Balfour, is to be shot 
this con.ine Vriday at sea, on board 
the 
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A Famous Producer 

E. V. Richards, the famous 
producer from the Southland 
was in New York last week, 
accompanied by Bill Geringer. 

Mr. Richards is the father of 
eight children, and he's still 
young. His side line is as an 
executive of the Saenger Cir- 
cuit. 


CRANFIELD & CLARKE 
GIVE UP IN U. S. 


English Distributing Firm of 
Short Films Find Overhead 
Over Here Too Heavy 


Cranfield and Clarke, Canadian 
distributors of short subjects, are 
dissolving and retiring from active 
business so far as the United States 
is concerned. ° 

The firm has moved from its 
offices in 729 7th avenue, and pend- 
ing settlement of their affairs, has 


office space at 130 West 42nd street. 

R. T. Cranfield, the president, is 
in charge, with Col. W. F. Clarke, 
ice-president, and Bill Brotherhood, 
sales manager, reported in Canada. 

Cranfield and Clarke, Englishmen, 
came over about four years ago with 
the trade understanding that they 
had the backing of London capital. 
They operated exchanges in New 
York, Boston, Philadelphia, Chicago, 
Los Angeles, London, Paris, Mon- 
treal, Toronto and Winnipeg, con- 
centrating upon short subjects. The 
Canadian affillations were under- 
stood to be separate in operation 
and policy, but all exchanges car- 
ried the Cranfield and Clarke name. 

Sold Stuff on Hand 

The original product consisted of 
a large assortment of one and two- 
reel negatives produced in England. 
To this were added some Swiss 
product, Canadian government 
scenics, a series of Sketchographs 
and a series of Boy Adventure 
stories. Their last listing men- 
tioned 12 dog and children pictures, 
12 Al Joy comedies and 6 Shot and 
Powder comedies. 

For the past year or so they have 
acquired no additional product, all 
sales being on subjects already on 
hand. With the heavy overhead 
through operating their own ex- 
changes they were unable to hold 
their producers. 

Cranfield and Clarke are asso- 
ciated with the Canadian Interna- 
tional Film Company, which is not 
effected by the passing of the part- 
nership in the United States. C. I. F. 
is now making a five-reel subject 
in Ontario entitled “Carry On, Ser- 
geant.”’ 


KEITH DAYTON STOCK 
ORDERED OFF STOCK EX. 


Cincinnati, Feb. 14. 

The common stock of the B. F. 
Keith’s Dayton (O.) Theatre Co, has 
been ordered stricken from the trad- 
ing list of the Cincinnati Stock Ex- 
change, “as a result of the com- 
pany’s failure to submit a financial 
statement,” said Richard Seeving, 
secretary of the Exchange. 

No announcement or comment on 
the movement so far has been issued 
by the theatre company, a subsi- 
diary of the Keith-Albee-Orpheum 
Circuit. 


“Collegians” Making Films 
Abroad for U’s Quota 


Los Angeles, Feb. 14. 

In order to meet film quota re- 
quirements of several European 
governments, Universal is planning 
to send the Collegian series unit 
abroad this summer to make pic- 
tures in England, France, Germany 
and other countries, 

Present series will be completed 
about May 1. Stories for the trip 
abroad will be lined up before the 


troup leaves hera, 


THEN AND NOW 


(A periodical resume by 
Variety, usually incomplete 
and necessarily so, of those 
of the picture business who 
have left it for one reason 
or another. 

Present story contains 
many hitherto unmentioned 
names from the executive 
division of film of long ago.) 


Los Angeles, Feb. 14. 

Pathfinders who pioneered the 
picture business, contributing their 
share to lifting the industry above 
the penny areade and nickelodeon 
levels in most instances, have noth- 
ing but unpleasant memories of 
what might be today had they re- 
mained in the business. 

Some of the men and women who 
aided in making motion picture his- 
tory have survived in good stand- 
ing. Yet the majority crowded out 
by a perpetual state of competition 
are compelled to work in some 
other line to eke out a living. Fol- 
lowing is what some of the famous 
people of yesteryear are now doing 
which proves that fame and fortune 
in the picture business is mostly a 
bubble. 

Harry R. Raver 

Harry R. Raver, organizer of the 
All-Star Feature Productions and 
the first man to present a $2 movie 
on Broadway, New York, at the 
Knickerbocker by showing “Ca- 
biria,’’ was the first man to buy the 
screen rights to a famous novel and 
produce it on the screen. It was 
Upton Sinclair’s “Jungle,” a story 
of the Chicago stockyards and the 
best seller at that time. He was 
further responsible for inducing 
such men as Adolph Zukor, Arch 
Selwyn and Augustus Thomas to 
enter the lowly picture business. 
Today Mr. Raver ig conducting a 
small antique shop adjoining the 
Vine street theatre in Hollywood. 


Gene Gaunthier 


Gene Gaunthier, well-known fig- 
ure in the old Kalem company, was 
the first woman dircetor, cutter, 
star, writer, scene painter and ex- 
hibitor. She was the first woman 
to star and make a picture in Eu- 
rope. 

Miss Gaunthier was last heard 
of a year ago, reported to be man- 
aging an apartment house in S8t. 
Louis. 

Charles Greene 

Charles Greene, one of the first 
picture actors to appear before the 
camera, ig now in Hollywood en- 
gaged in the shirt business because 
casting directors think he is a new- 
comer. Charlie can tell how he 
grub staked many of the big pic- 
ture moguls now riding around in 
high-powered cars, and who won't 
give him a nod. 

Edward McManus 

Edward McManus, who induced 
William Randolph Hearst to go into 
the picture business and later or- 
ganized the Internation! News reel, 
is now a newspaper editor in the 
Middle West. 

Herbert Blache 

Herbert Blache, in association 
with Madame Blache, was one of 
the pioneer directors who turned 
out more pictures than a leopard 
has spots. He was considered the 
most artistic in days of the Solax 
and old Metro companies, and is 
now conducting an art lamp shade 
store in Hollywood, where he does 
his own decorating. 

George D. Bakor 

George D. Baker is another 
pioneer director who commanded 
the highest salary of any director 
in the business during the postwar 
period. 

He is now retired in Hollywood, 
passing away his time by writing 
novels, He can be seen riding 
about the town im a Chandler 
ee that he purchased when 
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Harrison’s Surprise! 


Pete Harrison, whose native 
heath is Greece, is putting to- 
gether a history of the Irish 
in the picture business for the 
“Trish World.” 

It’s understood that Pete has 
dug up 40 or 50 Irishmen con- 
nected with the film industry, 
which may be as much of a 
general surprise as it was to 
Pete. 


U. A. AFTER REG. DENNY; 
U’S $60,000 LIMIT 
All “Jewels” Under Same Bud- 


get—$150,000 Limit on Reg. 
—Cutting Scenario Staff 


Los Angeles, Feb. 14. 

Negotiations between Universal 
and United Artists are on for the 
transfer of Reg Denny's contract. 

Universal is said to be losing 
money on the Denny pictures due 
to heavy negative costs. If the 
deal goes through, William Sefter 
will go with Denny as director. 

U will cut its studio scenario 
staff in half this week, eliminating 
practically all but contracted 
writers. 

When the studio resumes full time 
production in April, it is planned 
to keep the cost of “Jewels” down 
to $60,000 per picture, with the ex- 
ception of the Reginald Denny se- 
ries which will carry a production 
budget of about $150,000 if he 
doesn’t go with U. A. 


Hines in George Cohan 
Plays for “Talkers”? 


Los Angeles, Feb. 14. 

With one more picture to go on 
his present First National contract, 
Johnny Hines is being approached 
to do a series of George M. Cohan 
plays for one of the talking picture 
concerns, 

The list of possible playa include 


“The Little Millionaire,” ‘45 Min- 
utes from Broadway,” “Yankee 
Prince,” “Little Nellie Kelly” and 


“The Merry Malones.” Hines was 
a former song and dance man on the 
stage. When entering pictures he 
was identified as the “Yankee Doo- 
dle” comedian. 


Am. Directors Didn’t 


Connect in England 


London, Feb. 14, 

Albert Parker and John Robert- 
son, film directors, sailed from here 
Saturday on the “Celtic.” 

The boys were here several weeks 
without making any arrangements 
to produce for British picture con- 
cerns. 


P. C. T.’s Big Issue 


London, Feb. 14, 

Provincial Cinematograph The- 
atres issues this week a $4,267,460 
préference stock in $5 shares carry- 
ing 7% percent, and further shares 
in dividends up to 15 per cent. as a 
limit on stock. 

This money is believéd to be des- 
tined for building of new theatres. 


ROACH DIVIDEND 
Los Angeles, Feb. 14. 

Board of directors of Hal Roach 
Studios declared a special dividend 
of one-half of one per cent, in ad- 
dition to the regular quarterly div- 
idend of two per cent on preferred 
stock. The dividend is: for three 
months ending Feb. 29 and will be 
paid March 1 to stockholders of rec- 
ord Feb. 15. 
secutive extra dividend declared by 
the corporation. 

AS @ result of the releasing a 
ment with M-G, the net ear: of 
the corporation for last December 
-amounted to $24,789. 


vree- 
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FIRST 
TALKING CAST 


Foy Secretly Making 5- 
Reeler for N. Y. at $2. 


Los Angeles, Feb. 14. 

First of the full length Vitaphone 
features with an entire talking cast 
is being secretly made at Warner 
Brothers studios under the direc- 
tion of Bryan Foy. Picture is a five 
reeler and at present entitled “The 
Roaring Forties,” a story of Broad- 
way life by Hugh Herbert and Mur- 
ray Roth. 

A cast of 50 people is being used 
with the principal players Gladys 
Brockwell, Helene Costello, Cullen 
Landis, Tommy Dugan, Wheeler 
Oakman, Tom McGuire and Guy 
Dennery. 

Foy has been working on the pic- 
ture for about two weeks with no- 
body but members of the cast per- 
mitted on the set. 

Film is to start with a $2 showing 
at Warner’s, New York. 


HAYS BEFORE SENATE 
COMMITTEE IN MARCH 


Los Angeles, Feb. 14 

Will Hays, accompanied by 
Maurice MacKenzie, leaves March 
15 for New York. He will go from 
there to Washington to answer 
subpoena in the Tea Pot Dome In- 
quiry into Liberty Bonds given to 
the Republican Party in 1920, when 
Hays was chairman of the Republi- 
can National Committee, 


Washington, Feb. 14. 

Democratic Senators are predict- 
ing that the Senate oil investigating 
committee’s call to Will Hays will 
be but the beginning of a lot of 
questioning, and on other matters, 
of the picture “Czar.” 

How the Democrats propose to 
bring about this questioning was 
not disclosed. 

Basil Manly, Scripps-Howard re- 
porter, assisting the committee, sent 
out a copyrighted story that the 
a. O. P. campaign deficit in 1920 
was paid from oil profits through 
Hays. 


Playing Organ by Control 


Des Moines, Feb. 14. 

Playing a pipe organ by remote 
control proved diverting to the pa- 
trons of the Capitol, Publix house, 
here. The organ was played by Her- 
bie Koch, solo organist, without his 
presence—a wierd light being 
thrown on the performing, though 
man-less organ, 

Then the trick was explained, 
with Herbie going up and down the 
aisles play the organ on a portable 
board strapped around his neck— 
the board being attached to the pipe 
organ by cable. 


Griffith’s Remake 


D. W. Griffith left New York for 
the Coast last week to make “The 
Battle of the Sexes,” a picture he 
turned out 14 years ago for $12,000. 
The new effort will run in the 
neighborhood of $300,000 for U. A. 

It is understood that Griffith’s in- 


tention is to do the remake with 
Mary Philbin, if he can secure her 
release from Universal for it. It is 
reported Car! Laemmle not long ago 
offered Griffith $250,000 to direct 
“Show Boat” for U. 

Griffith’ is still playing around 
with the idea of making “The White 


Slave.” 


| POUCHER TO COAST 

| Ralph Poucher is leaving the 

Consolideted Laboratories to go to 

l the const as representative of Rich- 

ard Rowland and he will also be the 
Kirst Na- 


udios. He will go West 
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Loew’s State (Loew-W. C.) “Co- 
p hens and Kellys in Paris” (U) 
(2,200; 25-99). Anything George 


6 VARIETY 


PICTURES 


Wednesday, February 15, 1928 


STATE, 


“CIRCUS,” $30,000, HOUSE RECORD 


Loew House Actual Downtown L. A. Leader—Met, 
$25,500 With “Rose-Marie”—Jannings Out After 
2 Weeks to $13,450—“4 Sons,” $5,385, 2 Days 


Los Angeles, Feb. 14. 
(Drawing Pop., 1,450,C00) 

Trade was much better last week 
at all the first run houses. “The 
Circus,” after breaking a house rec- 
ord on its second week at Grauman’s 
Chinese by doing $30,000, repeated 
again by doing a bit more last week. 
Picture has been playing to capac- 
ity matinees. Another of the road 
show films which improved in busi- 
ness was “Wings.” This one did 
about $700 better than the week be- 
fore. 

Metropolitan got a lucky break. 
Title of the picture brought them in. 
Screen version of ‘“‘Rose-Marie” is 
nothing to brag about, and dailies 
declared themselves that way, too. 
Al Lyons and Jimmy Lyons, heading 
stage show, gave customers satisfy- 
ing entertainment. 

Though about $2,500 behind the 
Met, Loew’s State, with two-thirds 
the capacity, was actually the down- 
town leader on the “Cohens and 
Kellys in Paris.” Trade was about 
$2,000 better than week before. 

“Four Sons” got away to a $4,300 
start at $5 a copy for its premiere 
at the Carthay Circle. Notices in 
dailies with one exception were fa- 
vorable, but second day figures of 
$1,068 were bit disappointing. “Sun- 
rise,’ on its final week, had great 
exit at $13,300, $5,000 more than 
the week before. “Jazz Singer,” in 
ee week at Criterion, dropped 

Second and final week of “The 
Last Command” at Million Dollar 
was better than expected. However, 
seems as though Jannings is not the 
bet locally that he is in other key 
centers abroad. “Student 
Prince” is now in that house. 

Final two days of “The Dove” at 
United Arsitts were quite disap-|' 
pointing at an average of about 
$1,300 daily. House operating ex- 
pense, without picture, is around 
$1,800 a day. “Sorrell and Son” also 
got an inauspicious start on the 
first day. However, gives indica- 
tions of improving. 

“Love,” brought out to Hollywood 
after its sensational business at the 
Million Dollar, did not create any 
boxoffice panic. This was due to 
poor exploitation and handling by- 
the Egyptian management. Boule- 
vard heki up in great shape with 
“Spotlight” and Gene Morgan. 
Broadway Palace did not score 2 
coup in playing Harold’s Lloyd’s 
“Grandma’s Boy.” This picture has 
been played plentifully locally. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Grauman’s Chinese (U. A.). “The 
Circus” (U. ...) (1,958; 60-$1.50). 
Town is Chaplin mad; selling out in 
afternoon and at night; house rec- 
ord broken for second successive 
week. $30,150; follows $20,000 open- 


ing. 
Biltmore (Erlanger). “Wings” 
(Par) (1,661; 60-$2.20). Air opus 


gets stronger as it goes along, fourth 
week an even $18,000. 

Carthay Circle (Miller-W. C.). 
“Sunrise” (Fox) (1,500; 50-$1.50). 
Final week one of best of engage- 
ment; $13,300; “Four Sons” (Fox) 
opened at $5 to $4,317; first two 
days, $5,385. 

Criterion (W. C.). “Jazz Singer” 
and Vita (W. B.) (1,600; 50-$1.50). 
Trade a bit off in. sixth week; $8,200. 


Sidney is in surefire for this house; 
with Peabody on stage great com- 
bination; $23,000. 

Metropolitan (Pub.-W.C.). “Roge- 
Marie” (M-G) (3,595. 25-75). Bal- 
ance of show outside of screen fea- 
ture gave satisfaction, picture’s 
title brought them in; $25,500. 

Million Dollar (Pub-W. C). “Last 
Command” (Par) (2,200; 25-99). Lo- 
cals would not go frantic over this 
one, but bowed out at end of second 
week to $13,450; good trade for that 
stanza, 

United Artists (U. A.-W. C.). 
“The Dove” (U. A.) (2,100; 25-$1.10). 
Final two days for the Talmadge 
picture only scored $2,600; “Sorrell 
and Son” (U. A.) off to poor open- 
ing day, but with great notices looks 
will probably build. 

Boulevard (W. C.). 
(Par) (2,164; 25-50). Healthy week 
as $7,500 was realized. 

Egyptian (U. A.-W. C.). “Love” 
(M-G) (1,800; 25-75). Poor sales- 
manship cost picture at ieast $2,000; 
final count, $8,150. 

Broadway Palace (Orpheum). 
“Grandma’s Boy” (Pathe) (1,540; 
15-40). With no first runs in sight, 
house thought it could put over old 
Harold Lloyd film, didn’t; 
eround $2,800. 


R. G. PROCTOR WITH HAYS 


R. G. Proctor, non-showman, is a 
recent addition to the Will Hays 


“Spotlight” 


is growing here. 
and grand jury are wrestling with 
eases on the archaic Sunday blue 
law, many of the big downtown ex- 
hibs are putting on Sunday night 
shows, opening the ticket sale one 
minute after midnight. 

started New Year’s Eve. 


CENTURY-STANLEY ARE 


$1,000 APART IN BALTO 
$18,000 and $17,000—'Dove,’ 


$13,000 at Valencia—‘Jazz 
Singer’ Holds for 6th Wk. 


Baltimore, Feb. 14. 
(Drawing Population, 850,000) 
One of the few remaining down- 


town picture parlors, dating from 
the pioneer days, is apparently des- 
tined to soon pass out as a result of 
the transfer of the North Howard 
street property occupied by the Idle 
Hour. 
gular small seaters of the one and 
two-reel era. 
was intermittently the home of fea- 
ture pictures will be rebuilt as a 
commercial stores structure, 
is the old Lyceum theatre property. 


This is one of the rectan- 
Another property that 
This 


While these two properties are 


definitely out as movie house possi- 
bilities, the Embassy, dark since last 
spring, may reopen. 
formerly of the vaude team Les and 
Clara Sponsler, has been mentioned 
as the possible proprietor. 


Les Sponsler, 


The Sunday midnight show vogue 
While the courts 


The racket 


Business in general was off last 


week, weather being partly to blame, 
but failure of certain pictures to get 
the expected response also figured. 


‘Beau Sabreur,” at the Century, 


pleased but failed to hit any b. o. 
high spots, and this went for “Wife 
Savers” at the Stanley. 
at the Valencia, was another film 
that didn’t come up to expectations. 
This was Norma’s debut at the up- 
stairs house and much was expected. 
Reissue of “Grandma’s Boy” at the 
New also failed to click as expected. 


“The Dove,” 


“The Jazz Singer,” played a fifth 


consecutive week with nightly turn- 
away. The Parkway had every rea- 
son to be pleased with the business 
done by “West Point.” 
running on a new policy of picture 


The Palace, 


plus tab burlesque, is still crowd- 
ing ’em in. 
Estimates for Last Week 


Century (Loew-U. A.). “Beau 
Sabreur” (Par) (2,074; 25-60). 
Average satisfactory week, but not 
outstanding; “Tokio Blues” on stage 
pleased; about $18,000. 

Stanley (Stanley-Crandall). “Wife 
Savers” (Par) (3,600; 25-60). Hat- 
ton-Beery team failed to duplicate 
“In the Air” figures; does not mean 
business was bad, however; after 
slow start built nicely; about $17,- 
000. 

Valencia (Loew-U. A.). “The 
Dove” (U. A.) (1,500; 25-60). Norma 
Talmadge, long surefire in this town, 
failed to equal her former perform- 
ances here; business big for this 
moderate sized house, but not re- 
markable; about $13,000. 

Metropolitan (W. B.). “Jazz Sing- 
er’ (W. B.) (5th week and Vita) 
(1,400; 25-50). Outstanding sensa- 
tion here; scheduled as final week, 
but after Monday was a nightly 
turnaway with Saturday night big- 
gest jam of engagement; held for 
sixth week; about $10,000. 

Rivoli (Wilson Amusement Co.). 
“Smile, Brother, Smile” (Par) (2,500; 
25-60). Weather affected somewh t, 
but intake above average. 

New (Whitehursts). “Grandma's 
Boy” (Par) (1,800; 25-50). Lloyd 
reissue fatled to ring b. o. bell for 
outstanding gross; below average 
with about $5,000. 

Parkway (Loew-U. A.). “West 
Point” (1,000; 15-35). This one kept 
up the high average of b. o. poten- 
tiality that it displayed for two 
weeks downtown; about $5,000, 


STAHL FINDS ONE 
Los Angeles, Feb. 14. 

Myrna Hoffman has been signed 
to a long-term contract by Tiffany- 
Stah! after playing in extra parts 
for over a year. 

Miss Hoffman was discovered by 
John Stahl while playing a bit. 
Stahl plans to groom the girl for 
stardom. 


TYPOGRAPHICAL ERROR 
Estimated gross on the Oriental, 
Portland, Ore., for $30,000, issue of 
Feb. 1, was a typographical error. 
Figure should have read $13,000 
for “The Fighting Eagie” (Pathe). 


organization. 


ban 


U. A., $24,000, DETROIT; 
MICH., $39,600, LEADS 


“Sadie” Calms Dow® After 
Fast Start—“Blondes” Helps 
Cap. Jump $1,000 


Detroit, Feb. 14. 
General depression in film takings 
last week, slight but noticeable. The 
two best attractions, from a draw 
standpoint, were repeaters, The 
rest of the street was radically off 
in flicker value. Bad weather, too. 


The Adams is practically certain 
to be the town’s comparative topper 
this week with Chaplin present 
after three weeks of “Love,” the 
final being forced. Gilbert-Garbo 
picture failed to take the expected 
rise after getting off to an unex- 
pected slow start. 

After grabbing $16,000 on its first 
three days, the United Artists hit 
the slide to see about half as much 
in the following four days. “Sadie 
Thompson” looks semewhat tired 
going into a second week, and there 
ig a possibility she will be with- 
drawn unless bracing fer “The 
Gaucho” on the next furlong. Nat- 
ural attraction of the new theatre 
was the chief medium the first week. 
The Michigan took on nothing ex- 
tra to offset the U. A. opening and 
slipped a bit, though showing few 
ill-effects of the newly created 
opposish, The stage stuff, in addi- 
tion to pictures, will be relied on to 
retain the big one’s regular patron- 
age against straight-filmed 
U. A. Capitol had kicks on stage 
and screen in “Blondes,” and Lewis 
and Dody, improving on the pre- 
vious week by almost $2,000. An- 
other to leap was the Washington 
with “Sunrise,” and a strong movie- 
tone bill, Results here were not par- 
ticularly surprising, in view of a 
great improvement in screen qual- 
ity. 

Strong continuance holding 
“The Jazz Singer’’-Vita at the Mad- 
ison for eight weeks, establishing 
a run record for the house, again 
illustrating strong drawing points 
of the singing picture when played 
at pop prices. State and Oriental 
were both about normal. Price cut- 
ting war, accentuated in advertis- 
ing, carried on by these vaude-films 
houses still rages. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Adams (Kunsky) “Love” (M-G) 
(1,770; 50-75). Closed after three 
mediocre weeks; “Circus” supplant- 
ing Saturday; romantic film mild 
here; never really got started; lo- 
cation might have been a factor; 
closed to $10,000. 

Capitol (Kunsky) “Gentlemen 
Prefer Blondes” (Par) (3,448; 50- 
75). Attractive bill gave presenta- 
tion pioneer nice week; $25,600, up 
about $1,000. 

Madison (Kunsky) ‘Jazz Singer” 
and Vita (W.B.) (1,976; 50-65-75) 
(7th week). “Les Miserables” (U) 
shelved for the time being while 
talker’s run is extended another 
week, screen adaptation running 
with stage outfit also in town this 
week; film down another notch, but 
still on its pins at $15,000. 

Michigan (Kunsky-Publix) ‘“Lat- 
est from Paris” (M-G) (4,100; 50- 
75). Large house dropped some 
weight; U. A. opening felt, but not 
to any great extent; $39,600 enough 
to lead town. 

Oriental (Miles) “Shield of Honor” 
(U.) and Pan vaude (2,950; 25-90). 
Police theme in film gave chance 
for extra exploitation; partially 
covered weak vaude bill; around 


$16,000. 
State (Kunsky) “Two Flaming 
Youths” (Par) and Loew vaude 


(3,000; 25-75). Rumor this house is 
returning to presentations; is losing 
from $3,000 to $4,000 weekly at pres- 
ent rate, with grosses of $12,500 and 


thereabouts; looks for jump this 
week with Ruth Elder. 

United Artists (U.A.) “Sadie 
Thompson” (U.A.) (2,000; 50-65). 


After $16,000 on first three days, 
down to finish week with $24,000; 
“Gaucho” held in readiness pending 
“Sadie’s” likely departure at end of 
two weeks; if Swanson can stick 
three weeks, precedent might be 
set; U. A. house running against 
self-created opposition this week 
(“The Circus”), and will find sim- 
ilar situation next week with Gilda 
Gray at Capitol. 

Washington (Fox) “Sunrise” and 
Movietone (Fox) (1,778; 35-50-65). 
House now in good shape after 
string of low weeks; “Sunrise” get- 
ting attention, and Mussolini on 
tone kicking in with new business; 
house claims almost as good as 
“Glory,” at $10,500. 


“HEAVEN’S” LOOP REPEAT 
Chicago, Feb. 14. 

The Monroe, Fox’s Loop house, is 
playing “Seventh Heaven” this 
week, the first repeat booking the 
house has ever had. 

“Heaven” played the house late 
last year for five weeks, the pic- 
ture since doing so well in the 
neighborhoods it was figured worth- 
while to bring it into the Loop 
again. 


“BLONDES” $10,000, PROV. 


Majesti Fay’s Ok t ° 


Providence, Feb. 14. 
(Drawing Population, 300,000) 
Healthy biz on every street in the 
city. Nothing outstanding in any 
house except the Strand, which went 
for another win with “Gentlemen 
Prefer Blondes.” After a fall-off last 
week, pieture brought the grosses 


back to the records started by “Iron- 
sides.” 

“San Francisco Nights” helped 
some snappy vaude bring them into 
the Carlton, while Fay’s took an 
even all with “The Pioneer Scout” 
and some vaude that rates mention. 
“Wife Savers” gave them a few 
laughs at the Majestic and served as 
a splendid running mate for 
“Freckles,” which drew forth much 
praise. The Rialto and the Uptown, 
both second-run houses, received a 
play, with the Uptowa on the heavier 
side. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Majestic (Fay) (2,500; 15-50)— 
“Freckles” (F. B. O.) and “Wife 
Savers” (Par.) and Movietone, feat- 
uring Pres. Faunce of Brown. Big 
college draw here and good for 
about $6,500. 

Strand (Ind) (2,200; 15-50)—“Gen- 
tlemen Prefer Blondes” (Par) and 
‘Isle of Forgotten Women.” An- 
other win for the Strand; box show- 
ing about $10,000. 

Carlton (Fay) (1,474; 15-50)—“San 
Francisco Nights” (Goth) and five 
acts vaude. Lucky to break at 
about $4,000. 

Fay’s (Fay) (2,000; 15-50)—“Pio- 
neer Scout” (Par.), with vaude. 
Usual strength, with a little better 
than $5,000. 

Uptown (Ind) (1,500; 15-25). Two 
changes on second-run pictures ‘vith 
stage show. Good biz for across 
town house; $3,000. 

Rialto (Fay) (2,000; 10-25). Car- 
rying on valiant struggle and hitting 
about $1,500. 


CAPITAL FALLS OFF; 
FOX CUTS SCALE AGAIN 


New House Down to 50c— 
Jolson’s Repeat Date, $8,000 
—Jannings, $11,000 


Washington, Feb. 14. 
(Estimated White Pop., 450,000) 
Many upsets last week. Fore- 

most was another cut in prices by 
the Fox, getting the house down 
to rate with the others at 50 
cents top. Business has been im- 
proving, but takings were not up to 
expectations, hence the cut effective 
yesterday (Monday). 

Next was the licking the Palace 
took with a Publix presentation, 
“My Lady’s Fan,” and “Two Flam- 
ing Youths.” Drop not unexpected, 
however, as W. C. Fields has never 
meant a dime here. Management 
tried to avoid it by plugging the 
title and using pictures of boys and 
girls in advertising. 

Meanwhile, the Earle featuring 
good stage show and “The Love 
Mart” flashed upwards and got its 
second biggest week since switching 
from five acts of K-A vaude and 
a feature first run. Al Jolson “Jazz 
Singer” was brought back into the 
Met for an additional week (fourth) 
after an interruption to show “Pa- 
tent Leather Kid.” “Singer” got 
several thousand above the figures 
rung up by the house just prior to 
the switch to run policy. Business 
done by the Jolson picture conceded 
from all sides as remarkable. 

Loew’s mint, the Columbia, lost 
its assured $4,000 weekly flapper 
trade with the advent of “The Last 
Command,” but is cashing in on the 
following of this foreign star with 
enough to get in a second week. 

Rialto is not getting them with 
the new stage policy of a former 
popular musical comedy boiled 
down, with reports another change 
is ahead. “Mary” it was last week 
while the picture was “Spotlight.” 

All houses suffered through storm 
early part of week. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Columbia (Loew) “Last Com- 
mand” (Par) (1,232; 35-50). Excel- 
lent business but minus the usual 


flappers; $11,000. 
Earle (Stanley-Crandall) “Love 
Mart” and stage show (2,300; 


35-50). Both screen and stage got 
them in for second best week since 
switch; maybe $13,000. 

Fox (Fox) “Old San Francisco” 
(W. B.) and stage show (3,432; 30- 
40-60-75). Started okay, dove with 
storms and recovered to just above 
$24,500, new lowered scale current 


Monday. 

Met (Stanley-Crandall) “Jazz 
Singer” and Vita (W. B.) (1,518; 
35-50). Back for repeat after three 


weeks run and over $8,000 mark; 
excellent, 

Palace (Loew) “Two Flaming 
Youths” (Par) and Publix unit 
(2,363; 35-50). Not so hot and when 
this theatre skids everybody knows; 
it; liberally estimated at $14,000 

Rialto (U) “Spotlight” (Par) 
and “Mary” (musical tab.) (1,917; 
35-50). Stage end nicely done but 


pstill off; maybe $5,000, 


FILMS AND BATHS SAT. 
NITE FIXTURES IN TOR. 
Loew’s ter Year, Uns 


der $10,000—“Sadie” Fair, 
$9,000—Hipp $11,000 


Toronto, Feb. 14 

(Drawing Population, 700,000) 
Starting out like a record breakexy, 
the past week fell away to a mer@ 


trickle after wash day and the ree 
sult was flops all around except at 
Mike Shea’s Hippodrome, where a 
unit vaude show helped “The Wiz« 
ard” (Fox) got better than $11,000, 
This house invariably gets the 
toughest breaks in town on pice 
tures because it was pretty late 
giving up K-A two-a-day. Howe- 
ever, they know how to handle a 
picture when they get it and have 
built the average up from $6,500 to 
better than $9,000, 

Fred Schafer took second money 
in his giant Pantages house with 
“On Your Toes” and a fair stage 
show. About $10,500. They make 
a play for real cash at this one next 
week where Creatore’s Band, 50 
strong, will headline with “Old 
Ironsides” on the screen. The band 
gets $5,000 for this engagement. 

Loew’s took it on the chin with 
“Becky” and went under $10,000 for 
the first time this year. Emil 
Boreo, on the stage, didn’t mean 
much either and Sally O'Neill is 
zero in Toronto. 

“Sadie Thompson” opened to a 
corporal’s guard at the Regent, but 
built steadily to $9,000 after notices 
that could never be clipped for ad- 
vertising. No mention of “Rain” 
in any publicity. 

Picture held another week when 
U. A. gives up the house to Uni- 
versal for “Uncle Tom” at $1.50. 
U. A. took the house for one month, 
then doubled the lease with inten- 
tions to go 15 weeks. When Mary 
Pickford flopped in “My Best Girl” 
notices went up and “The Dove” 
and “Drums of Love” went into the 
general release class. 

Second payment has just been 
made on the house by a syndicate 
which will tear it down to make 
way for office buildings, and it is 
likely to go dark after “Uncle 
Tom” unless Fox comes back with 
“Sunrise” and “Mother Machree,” 
originally booked here. Leon Vice 
tor, former local Fox chief, was in 
town this week. 

Tivoli surprised with better than 
$8,000 on “Ben Hur” in its third 
week. That gives about $27,000 on 
the three which just about breaks 
records for this 1,400 seater. Opened 
to turnaway biz with “The Circus,” 
Saturday, and looks set for few 
weeks at a 60-cent top. Chaplin’s 
“Gold Rush” has the all time rece 
ord in these parts, 11 weeks at bet- 
ter than $11,000 each. 


Jack Arthur gave “Beau Sa- 
breur” neat exploitation, on the 
“Beau Geste” hookup, but’ the 


weather helped to drag him under 
$9,000. Movies and baths are Satur- 
day night fixtures here. “Gaucho” 
opened big Saturday. 
Neighborhoods fell off this week. 
Estimates for Last Week 


Hip (F. P.) (2,600; 30-60) “The 


Wizard” (Fox). Comfortable biz; 
no turnaways but steady; over 
$11,000, above average here; vaud 


outfit helped, but radio plug didn’t 
mean much. 


Pantages (F. P.) (3,400; 30-60) 
“On Your Toes” (U). Opened big 
but fell away midweek when 
weather became sloppy; between 
$10,000 and $11,000; held its own. 

Loew’s (2,300; 30-60) “Becky” 


(M-G). Sally O'Neill no draw here; 
under $10,000, lowest this year; 
shoppers deserted stores and this 
always hurts here. 

Regent (U. A.) (1,400: 50-$1.50) 
“Sadie Thompson (U. A.). Opened 
very weak, but built to around 
$9,000; held over with taking over 
house Feb. 20; censors made prac- 
ee no cuts; critics all said 
‘No.” 

Tivoli (F. P.) (1,400; 35-60) “Ben 
Hur” (M-G). Better than $8,000, on 


third week means a real draw; 
“Circus” (U. A.), next. 

Uptown (F. P.) (3,000; 30-60) 
“Beau Sabreur” (Par). Opened to 
SRO, but faded badly; less than 
$9,000; stage show excellent. 


“Sunrise” Breaks House 
Record at Newark, 75c 


Newark, N. J., Feb. 1.4. 

Fox’s “Sunrise” at Fox’s Terminal 
last week is a test at popular prices 
broke the house record for a weck 
Without a holiday. 

Terminal’s top is 75c. with mats 
at 50c. and loges 99c. It was the 
first time “Sunrise” had played to 
under $1.65 top, and is now at the 
Times Square, New York, at the 
legit scale. 

“Sunrise” started off to smashing 
business in the 1,700-seater. Its re- 
ception here was most agreeable to 
the Fox people, who do not intend 
to generally release the special for 
the regular picture houses until Sep- 


ptember next. 
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Nothing Marked Elsewhere on Street Last Week— 
Paramount Got $69,700 With Colleen Moore— 
Roxy Did $91,000, Off—“Kid” at Strand, $42,600 


Evenly, if not fluently, marked the 
progress of the Street last week. 
Nothing startling at any point 
along the line, although “Sadie 
Thompson” poured herself a $48,- 
500 glassful at the Rivoli. 

This is a good getaway for the 
Swanson picture. 

“Last Command” took the ex- 
pected drop on its third week, 
getting $39,650—slip of $8,700—but 
still substantial. 


None of tne big first runs 
splurged with oversized gross®s. 
“Patent Leather Kid” gave _ the 


Strand $42,600, very good. Picture 
stays a second week but this was 


scheduled. Film is running a full 
two hours and giving 11.30 p. m. 
performances to get in seven daily 
screenings. 

“Student Prince” eased down to 
$62,500 on its second week at the 
Capitol, good, but a slide of $12,700. 
House is currently playing ‘Rose- 
Marie” and its initial Publix-Loew 
stage unit. Colleen Moore held the 
Paramount even on its “Old Iron- 
sides” week with “Her Wild Oat,” 
gathering $69,700, while “Love Me 
and the World Is Mine” couldn’t 
get more than $91,000 into the 
Roxy. 

“Helen of Troy” practically held 
even with its first week at the small 
Cameo, again going around six 
“grand” at $5,800. Universal was 
playing with the idea of holding 
“Cohens and Kellys in Paris” over 
at the Colony but called in Chaney’s 
“Hunchback” after $13,500 had 
passed the gate—more than this 
house has been doing of late. 

“Chicago” closed its seventh week 
at the Gaiety to $5,700, succeeded 
Monday (holiday) afternoon’ by 
Fox’s “Four Sons,” and “Uncle 
Tom” went back but $100 in running 
up $8,200. “Love” remains extreme- 
ly active at the Embassy, claiming 

10,700 for its 11th week, and 
‘Drums of Love” didn’t cover much 
ground one way or the other in 
hanging around $9,000 again. 

“Simba” fell away about $1,000, 
but was well pleased with close to 
$15,000. “Wings” pounded along on 
its uninterrupted journey at $15,- 
$00. ‘Jazz Singer’ felt its first real 
drop since the pre-Xmas period at 
$17,700, and “The Enemy” is still 
trying to get friendly. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Astor — “The Enemy” (M-G) 
(1,200; $1-$2) (Stheweek). Amongst 
those running and that’s about all; 
“Trail of ‘98’? here by March 1. 


Cameo—‘‘Helen of Troy” (F.N.) 
(549; 50-75). Holdover week for 
Grecian babe about equal to first 
display on this site; $5,800 only 


slightly off from initial session; the 


boys like; British made _ historical 
war film now in here for two 
weeks. 

Capitol—'Student Prince’ (M-G) 
(4,620; 35-50-75-$1.65). Big first 
week, but fell to $62,500 in taking 
extra bow; total okay and about 
same sized slip, $12,700, as Garbo 


took when held over in preceding 
picture; first Publix-Loew unit this 
week with show running one minute 
shy of two hours and half. 

Carroll — “Simba” (997; $1-$2) 
(4th week). Doing all right, has 
house for six weeks and may stay 
longer if business warrants and 
Carroll’s new show not ready; first 


dip last week but solid at close to 
$15,000. 
Central—“Uncle Tom’s Cabin” 


(CU) (922; $1-$2) (15th week). Cen- 
ter of rumors concerning Fox, but 
splitting reports with Colony on 
side; “Tom” quiet but steady at 
$8,200; advertising last weeks. 

Colony—“Cohens and Kellys” (U) 
(1,980; 25-50-75). Had chance to 
stay second week but management 
decided against; drew $13,500, much 
better than house has been doing. 

Criterion—“Wings” (Par.) (973; 
$1-$2) (27th week). Little devia- 
tion here for air film; again con- 
sistent at $15,300. 

Embassy—“Love” (M-G) (596; 
$1-$1.65) (12th week). Clocked 
many fast furlong and last week 
no exception; claimed $10,700. 


Gaiety——“Chicago” (Pathe) (808; 
$1-$2). Passed on after. seven 
weeks, finishing to $5,700; “Four 


Sons” (Fox) opened Monday (holi- 
day) matinee indefinitely. 
Liberty—“Drums of Love” (U. 
A.) (1,234; $1-$2) (4th week). 
Neither up or down; around $9,600 
not satisfactory, but about equal to 
first: full week. 

Paramount—“Her Wild Oat” (F. 


N.) (2.400; 85-50-75-90). Gave 
house $509 more than “Old Iron- 
Sides,’ which preceded; $69,700 all 
right, but not exceptional. 


Rialto—“Last Command” (Par.) 


MIRACLE THAT CENSORS 
0. K. “GARDEN”; $16,000 
Barthelmess, $13,000, 8 Days 


—“Circus” Off 2d Week, 
$9,000; Loew’s $14,000 


Montreal, Feb. 14. 

Special presentation of its feature 
picture, coupled with the hold over 
at the Palace, may have accounted 
to some extent for one of the best 
grosses of recent months at the 
Capitol, where “Garden of Allah” 
was a near smash with $16,000. It 
was also a near miracle that our 
censors passed it. However, beyond 
mauling the film where it didn’t call 
for it, it got by. 

The Palace ballyhooed a wire 
from Chaplin congratulating | the 
management on the big business 
done opening week with “The Cir- 
cus.” That didn't save it from be- 
ing a flop the second week. The 
Princess got away with a _ good 


eight-day showing of “Patent 
Leather Kid” and collected $13,000 
at $1 top. Only other legit house, 


“His Maiesty’s,”’ was dark. 
Estimates for Last Week 
Princess (1,900; 50-$1)—‘“Patent 
Leather Kid” (F. N.). Played eight 

days to fair audiences; $13,000. 
Capitol (2,700; 40-85)—“Garden of 

Allah” (M-G). With prolog and 

special music; $16,000, excellent. 


Palace (2,700; 60-85)—-“The Cir- 
cus” (U. A.). Fell off badly second 
week; $9,000. 


Loew’s (3,200; 45-75)—“Serenade” 
(Par.). With good vaude this show 
turned in fine gross of $14,000. 


Imperial (1,900; 35-80)—“Coney 
Island” (F. B. O.). Filler for vaude; 
$4.500. 

Strand (800; 30-40)—“Rush Hour” 
(Pathe); “Jesse James” (Par); 
“The Sheik” (Par), and “Ladies 
Must Dress” (Fox). All together, 


$4,000. 


OVER $50,000 AT MET 


“Last Command” Stirred Up Boston 
Last Week 


Boston, Feb. 14. 

Metropolitan right back last week, 
grossing $50,900 with Emil Jannings 
in “The Last Command.” Whether 
the stage presentation is good, bad 
or indifferent, it matters little, but 
what of the picture? Jannings is 
the answer after some tough breaks. 


Steps and Steppers good stage 
show. 

At Loew’s State another good 
week was chalked up with “West 
Point” (M-G-M) close to $22,500 
and stage show negligible. “The 


Loves of Carmen” (Fox) at the Or- 
pheum ran behind previous billings, 
about $19,000, below expectations 
after the start at the Back Bay 
Loew house. 

“The Lovelorn” (M-G-M) at the 
Olympia and Fenway, not above 
average. “The Rush Hour” (Pathe) 
at New Boston with vaude only av- 
erage. “South Sea Love” at Scol- 
lay Square Olympia did good busi- 
ness. The Modern and Beacon 
screening “The Fortune Hunter” 
(Warners) and “The Haunted Ship” 
(Tiffany) maintained customary 
patronage. 

“Wings” got $16,000. 


(1,960; 35-50-75-90) (4th week). 
Jannings tumbled in third week, 
but not alarmingly and to be ex- 
pected; at $39,650 quite okay and 
not asking for favors. 
Rivoli—“Sadie Thompson” (U. A.) 
(2,200; 35-50-75-90) (2d week). 
Away to big first week with “raves” 
from dailies; $48,500 excellent; house 
has added midnight shows. 
Roxy—“‘Love Me” (U) (6,205; 50- 
$1.65). Couldn’t do much for 
cathedral, which fell to $91,000; 
$3.000 less than week before, 
Strand—“Patent Leather Kid” 
(F. N.) (2,900; 35-50-65-75) (24 
week). Away briskly to $42,600; 
full two-hour picture doing seven 
daily with 11.30 p. m. performance: 


“Shepherd of Hills” (F. N.) next, 
then “Chicago” (Pathe), followed 
by “Heart of a ‘Follies’ Girl’ 
(F. N.); may hold “Kid” for third 
week. 

Warner’s—‘‘Jazz Singer’ and 
Vita (W. B.) (1,360; $1-$2) (19th 


week). First noticeable drop since 
before Christmas, and not so bad 
at that: $17,700 causes no grief in 


18th week, 


“CIRCUS,” $20,700, N. 0. 


Saenger’s Best for Winter—“Cohens- 
Kellys” H. O. 2 Days, $5,220 


New Orleans, Feb. 14. 
(Drawing Population, 450,000) 

Important item in film circles last 
week was “The Circus.” Chaplin is 
still the same keen box-office factor 
here, as proven by the Saenger go- 
ing above $20,000. 

Loew’s State had only an average 


week with “The Latest from Paris.” 
House went above $15,000, which 
meant a healthy profit. 

The doddering, slumbering Lib- 
erty came back to life with “Cohens- 
Kellys in Paris.” So good were the 
returns picture was held over two 
days additionally, getting over $5,000 
in nine days. Strand showed a spark 
of life with “The Garden of Eden,” 
but the Orpheum with “East Side, 
West Side,” and the Palace with 
“Yours to Command,” dropped ma- 
terially Tudor had class C biz with 
“The Bush Leaguer.” 

Estimates for Last Week 

Saenger (3,568; 65)—The Circus” 
(U. A.). Best business of the win- 
ter; final check, $20,700. 

Loew’s State (3,218; 50)—‘“Latest 
from Paris” (M-G). Managed to 
get $15,200, due to good surrounding 
show. 

Liberty (1,800; 50)—“Cohens and 
Kellys in Paris” (U). Did $5,300 in 
nine days. 

Strand (2,200; 50)—“Garden of 
Eden” (U. A.). Corinne Griffith still 
in the running here; got $5,000. 

Orpheum (2,400; 75)—“East Side, 


$7 304 Side” (Fox). Lucky to do 
,300, 

Palace (2,300; 40)—‘“Yours§ to 
Command.” Gross $5,500. 

Tudor (800; Bush 
Leaguer.” Failed to hit at $1,100. 


“Sporting Goods,” $23,000 
Not So Good at Buffalo 


Buffalo, Feb. 14. 
Business on and off at local pic- 
ture theatres last week, exception- 
ally heavy attractions, but nothing 
excited more than passing interest. 
Estimates for Last Week 
Buffalo (Publix) (3,660; 30-40-65) 
—‘“Sporting Goods (Par), ‘“‘“Havana.” 
Off to rousing stuart, but slipped 
rapidly. Stage bill good all round 
show for mediocre returns. $23,000. 
Hip (Publix) (2,400; 50)—‘Spot- 
light” (Par) and vaude. Well bal- 
anced bill on even keel for average 
week’s gross. Over $16,006. 
Great Lakes (Fox) (3,400; 50-75) 
—‘‘Jazz Singer’ (Warners) and 
vaude, Second week of feature pre- 
sented peculiar situation. Opening 
Sunday off materially and business 
good the forepart of 2d week. Tak- 
ings built substantially for week- 
end with capacity at close. Increase 
of prices had much to do with keep- 
ing returns from any records. Un- 


der $17,000. 

Loew’s (Loew) (3,400; 35-50)— 
“Divine Woman” (M-G-M) and 
vaude. Picture got away to heavy 
opening, but off thereafter. Around 
$13,000. 

Lafayette (Ind) (3,400; 35-50)— 
“Devil Dancer” (U A). Gilda Gray 
in person, Vita and yvaude. Personal 
appearance brought business up 
somewhat with night takings aver- 
aging about three-quarters of ca- 
pacity. Gross short of expectations. 
$15,000. 


Freaks Outdrew “Kings” 
In Topeka for $3,900 


Topeka, Kan., Feb. 14. 
(Drawing Population, 85,000) 

A three-legged man, a giantess 
and a midget, got more business 
here the first three days of the week 
than did “King of Kings.” 

“Kings” was Topeka’s biggest 
road show picture flop. With about 
a half house opening night business 
then slid off till it was hardly worth 
while Wednesday night. At the 
Novelty the town’s first big freak 
act got all the big business, doing 
almost on the half week as much 
as the house usually does for six 
days. 

Estimates for Last Week 
Grand (1,400; $1.50) (National). 
King of Kings” (Pathe). First half 

of week disappointed; special mat- 
inee sold out to the Rotarians for 
school children didn’t help much; 
$2,500. 

Jayhawk (1,500; 40). (Jayhawk). 
“Serenade” (Par) first half; got a 
good play on Menjou’s name and 
because they liked it; “Love and 
Learn,” last half, got an average 
play; about $3,100. 

Orpheum (1,200; 40) (National). 
“When a Man Loves” (W. B.). 
Hiouse management chopped film 
because some of the scenes were 
“too gruesome”; did $1,400. 

Cozy (400; 25) (Lawrence). “The 
Desired Woman” (W. B.) first half, 
not so much - nd business the same; 
“In Old Kentucky” (M-G) last half, 
filled with the same racing hokum 
that always gets them, and did; 
week's total about $800. 

Novelty (1,100; 40) (Crawford) 
Freak act first half stacked 'em and 
piled up record breaking gross; or- 
dinary billing last half, including 2 
local orchestra; not so good, but 
business for week went to 33,900. 


$62,100 BIG FOR MAE MURRAY 
CHICAGO: 


$26,000 


“Wife Savers” Helps Hold Oriental to $39,000— 
“Blondes” Opens Good, $18,000—“Jazz Singer” 


Nearing End—Monroe 


Off, $3,400 


AUTO SHOW HELPS AND 
WEATHER HURTS MINN. 


Of 3 Holdovers, Barthelmess 
Best, $10,500—‘“Student 
Prince’ Dives $6,000 


Minneapolis, Feb. 14. 

(Drawing Population, 470,000) 

Out-of-town visitors attracted 
here by the auto show swelled at- 
tendance last week. Favorable fac- 
tor, however, somewhat offset by 
the regular weekly stretch of bad 
weather. Grosses failed to attain 
exceptional proportions, but busi- 
ness was very fair. 

No less than three holdover at- 
tractions—“King of Kings” (road 
show), at the Metropolitan; “Patent 
Leather Kid,” at the Strand, and 
“Student Prince,” at the Garrick. All 
bowed out at the end of their fort- 
night runs. 

“Kid” led the trio by a wide mar- 
gin, doing almost as well on its 
second week. After a sensational 
week that almost set a house record, 
“Student Prince” dropped with a 
heavy thud, but camé through with 
a moderately good gross. First week 
led that of “Seventh Heaven,” “Big 
Parade,” “Ben-Hur,” “Beau Geste,” 
“Cat and the Canary” and “Under- 
world” at this same house, but its 
second week fell behind that of the 
aforementioned attractions. “King 
of Kings,” at $1.65, flopped miser- 
ably its second week, getting only 
around $4,000, after an $8,000 first 
week. 

With a jump of fully $4,000, the 
State came back after last week’s 
surprising decline. Thanks to splen- 
did exploitation in connection with 
a Ford auto show tie-up, house en- 
joyed a fairly good week in spite 
of “Gentlemen Prefer’ Blondes,” 
lacking pulling power and failing to 
provoke much enthusiasm amongst 
the customers. 

A strong vaude line-up enabled 
the Hennepin-Orpheum to lead the 
city. The picture, “The Desired 
Woman,” had nothing to.do with 
this showing, although it was above 
the average of this theatre’s film 
attractions. First time in a blue 
moon the Orpheum hag been out 
front. 

With Janet Gaynor in “Two Girls 
Wanted,” Pantages held its own. 
Miss Gaynor has built a local fol- 
lowing. 

Estimates for Last Week 

State (F. & R.) (2,500; 60) “Gen- 
tlemen Prefer Blondes” (Par.) and 
stage offerings. Picture apparently 
too sophisticated for fans who didn’t 
take to it enthusiastically; “Official” 
Ford revue, tied up with independ- 
ent Ford auto show and involving 
gift of new Ford car to lucky pa- 


tron, boosted takings; around 
$14,000. 

Garrick (F. & R.) (2,000; 60) 
“Student Prince” (M-G). Well 


liked picture apparently drained its 
patronage first week; dropped $6,000 
to $8,000; okay. 

Strand (F. & R.) (1,500; 50) “Pat- 
ent Leather Kid” (F. N.). Big hit 
here and business held up splen- 
didly second week; around $10,500— 
nearly as much as first week. 

Lyric (1,300; 35) “Open Range” 
(Par.). Westerns not so forte in 
this town; picture okeh, however; 
about $2,200, fair. 

Grand (1,100; 25) “Love” 
(M-G). Second loop showing; 
around $700. 

Heenepin-Orpheum (2,890; 50-75) 
“The Desired Woman” (W. B.) and 
vaude. Picture above average at 
this house, but first class vaude ac- 
counted for big draw; about $15,400, 
led town. 


Pantages (1,650; 50) “I'wo Girls 


Wanted” (Fox) and vaude. Janet 
Gaynor a magnet; around $6,700, 
good. 

Seventh Street (1,480: 40) “Red 


Riders of Canada” (F. B. O.) and 
vaude. Satisfactory at $5,400. 


Anger Quits as Theatre 
Head; Stays With Schenck 


Los Angeles, Feb. 14. 
Lou Anger, formerly Dixon and 
Anger, vaudeville, will ahdicate 
his post of general manager of 
United Artists Theatres March 1, 
Anger has just returned from the 


east with Joseph M. Schenck and 
is now winding up his affairs as 
operating head of the thentre or- | 


ganization. No successor for 
job has been chosen as yet. 

Anger will remain with Schene! 
and return to handling the } 
realty interests, a position he 
before joining the U. A. 1 : 


the 


Chicago, Feb. 14. 
_ Playing to sensational business 
throughout last week, Mae Murray 
on the Chicago stage completely 
outclassed other loop attractions 
with $62,100. The house record is 
$63,400. 


At the Roosevelt, “Blondes,” fol- 
lowed “H. O. T.” after two weeks 
and copped a strong $18,000. The 
latter picture did exactly the same 
in its first week. “Blondes” got a 
good sendoff from the press, and 
is regarded locally as extra choice 
stuff. 

Paul Ash collapsed on the stage 
of the Oriental last Tuesday, and 
was out for a few days, with the 
final gross of $39,000 showing the 
boy's absence makes a difference. 
“Wife Savers” on the screen prob- 
ably helped quite a bit in keeping 
the gross respectable. 

Jannings’ “Last Command,” at 
McVicker’s, exited after a note- 
worthy four weeks, followed by 
‘Student Prince.” A unique booking 
was at the Monroe, “Seventh 
Heaven” coming back this week 
after five weeks in the same house 
during November-December, and in 
the neighborhoods since. Heavy 
Srosses in the family houses 
prompted the return booking. 

“Jazz Singer’ is scheduled to 
close at the Garrick in two weeks, 
making a total of 15 weeks for this 
film at $2.20 top. “The Gaucho” 
leaves United Artists Feb. 16, with 
“The Circus” coming in. 

_Estimates for Last Week 

Chicago (Publix) — “Love and 
Learn” (Par.) (4,100; 50-75). Pie- 
ture received little notice through 
heavy exploitation of Mae Murray 
on stage; near house record with 
$62,100. 

Garrick (Shubert)—“Jazz Singer” 
Vita (W. B.) (1,293; $2.20). Only 
legit scaled film in town; held up 
well in 13th week; two weeks to go; 
$11,000. 

McVicker’s (Publix)—“The Last 
Command" (Par.) (2,400; 650-75). 
Dropped $7,000 in fourth week after 
doing continued strong business; 
$20,000; “Student Prince” in, 

Monroe (Fox)—“Soft Living” and 
Movietone (Fox) (975; 50-65). Not 
so hot at $3,400; not sort of title 
Monroe street boys go for. 

Oriental (Publix)—“Wife Savers” 
(Par.) (2,900; 35-50-75). Paul ash 
out part of the week after collaps- 
ing on stage; comedy feature 
helned somewhat: $39,000. 

Orpheum (Warner)—“Across the 
Atlantic” and Vita (W. B.) (776; 
50). Picture favorably received, al- 
though transient trade showed lit- 
tle deviation from customarily nice 
figure; $7,500 okay. 

Playhouse (Mindlin)-——“Adventure 
Mad” (Ufa). Little art theatre 
plaved world premiere, served with 
coffee and soft seats to $3.600. 

Roosevelt (Publix) — “Gentlemen 
Prefer Blondes” (Par.) (1,400: 560- 
60). Greeted warmly and getting 
sizeable initial week of $18,000; 
should continue profitable on short 
stay. 

State-Lake (Orpheum) — “The 
Night Fiver” (Pathe) (2,800; 25-50- 
65). Film and Florentine Choir 
hendlining on stage; fair at $17.000. 

United Artists A.)—“The 
Gaucho” (U. A.) (1,702; 25-75). AN 
right in fourth week at $26,000; 
leaves Feb. 16 after satisfying run, 


“KID” H. 0. IN PITT 


$21,000 at Grand—“Dove,” $32,450, 
at Penn—“Lovelorn” Big, $15 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 14. 

(Drawing Population, 1,000,000) 

Talk of the town was the busi- 
ness at the Grand with “Patent 
Leather Kid.” The picture holds 
over for a second week. Presenta- 
tion will change, however, as 
planned. 

Penn did a little below average 
with “The Dove,” picture not pleas- 
ing fans, while the Aldine and 
“Lovelorn” turned in a_ great 
week’s gross. Davis did nothing un- 
usual with evervthing else quiet. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Aldine (Loew) (2,000; 25-35-50). 
“Tovelorn” (M-G) and vaude., 
H{earst angle helped plenty as story 
ran in local paper; big at $15,300. 

Cameo (U) (600; 35-40).— 
“Cohens-Kellys in Paris.” In for 
three weeks and started slow; ca- 
pacitv end of week. 


Grand (2.700; 35-50) (Stanlev).— 
“Patent Leather Kid” (F. N.). Over 


90, and lingers another week, 
Olympic (Stanley) (17,290; 35-50), 
Aver- 


‘Serenade” (Par.) and Vita. 
k: “Javz Sinver”’ in for run 
with Jessel, 


xf week: same show, 


Penn A.) (3,600 35-60). 
he Just all right; 
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ELECTRIC CHAIR 


BALLYHOO FOR 


HICKMAN “SPECIAL” KILLED 


Cheap Denver Grind House Puts Dummy in Chair, 


With Metal Headpiece 


in Front of B. O.—Quits 


After 2 Days—“Student Prince,” $18,000 


+ 
¥ 


Denver, Feb. 14. 
(Drawing Pop. 400,000) 

Business slid back last week, 
only one or two places reporting 
anything near satisfaction. 

The Palace, a cheap grind, made 
good money with “Pitfalls of Pas- 
sion,” the sex drama, for two weeks, 
then, last week, followed it in with 
another thriller, “Hickman, the 
Fox,” which flopped hard, being 
pulled off after the second day with 
“Pitfalls” put back for a two-day 
repeat. 

The most spectacular brand of 
out-front ballyhoo seen here in 
years was unfolded for the “Hick- 
man” run. Palace management 
had a dummy strapped in an elec- 
tric chair, with metal headpiece ad- 
justed for the “burn,” sitting in 
front of the b. o. Large crowds of 
kids and passersby stood before the 
object all day, but few ventured in-. 
side. 

A fair company of traveling play- 
ers appeared at the city auditorium 
under the auspices of the Deci- 
mo club, presenting Drinkwater’s 
“Abraham Lincoln.” This two-night 
stand netted close to $2,300. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Aladdin (inde) (1,500; 35-50-75). 
“Fortune Hunter” (W. B.). Syd 
Chaplin’s latest aroused no stam- 
pede here; with Vita prolog and 
Movietone newsreel, takings around 
$6,200. 

America (U) (1,500; 15-25-30). 
“Irresistible Lover” (U). Did a 
brody over the weekend and was 
pulled on Tuesday; Hoot Gibson 
rode in on “A Trick of Hearts” 
(U), which made the week a com- 
plete financial bust at $1,800; but- 
ting in the western gave first real 
indication that house is slowly fall- 
ing into an ordinary sort of 
grind; daily change of bill may go 
into effect soon. 

Broadway. Now housing Walker 
Whiteside, great local favorite, who 
presented “The Hindu” first half 
and closed with “Sakura.” 

Colorado (Inde) (2,450; 30-40-50). 
“Wild Geese” (Tif.) and stage show. 
Business off and takings slightly 
over $5,500. 

Denham (Inde stock) (1,732; 25- 
$1). “Sally” (Ziegfeld) closed its 
second week to around $6,000, way 
above average; Victor Jory, leading 
man, left company Sunday, suc- 
ceeded by John B. Litel, from the 
Coast; curiosity trade caused by 
Jory’s withdrawal, and by his an- 
nouncement of marriage to leading 
lady, Jean Inness, bolstered mu- 
sical; show creditably presented. 

Denver (Publix) (2,500; 35-40- 
60). “Student Prince’ (M-G) and 
Stage show “Moonlit Waters.” Kept 
this big palace at good pace; M-G 
plugged the picture in addition to 
theatre’s newspaper play; good at 


$18,000. 

Empress (Inde musical stock) 
(1,800; 15-30-50). “Hawaiian Ro- 
mance,” stage attraction, and 
“What Price Glory’ (Fox) for 


third local showing. Only slightly 
better than average at $5,600; High 
Jinks company, with a little more 
weeding out, will soon be in pretty 
fair shape; “Flaming Youth” 
chorus, under direction of Jess 
Mendelson, getting good. 

Orpheum (vaude) (1,600; 15-50- 
$1). With Harry Carey headlining, 
dropped slightly below previous 
weeks; $8,300, or thereabouts; “Not 
for Publication” (F. B. O.) a weak 
one. 

Rialto (Publix) (1,050; 25-30-40). 
“Under the Tonto Rim” (Par). Did 


less than usual, closing around 
$3,900; house will hold several big 
screen features during the coming 
season, however, and should do 
well. 

Victory (Publix) (1,140; 15-25- 
30). “Dead Man’s Curve” (F. B. 
QO). last half was around usual at 


$1,000. 


SPECIAL STILL CAMERA 


Eastman Working on Plan Upon 
Studios’ Request 
Los Angeles, Feb. 14. 

At the request of many picture 
producers, Eastman Kodak is now 
working out an especially built still 
camera that can be attached to the 
motion picture camera and used by 
the same operator. 

Size of the new camera negative, 
will be four times larger than.mo- 
tion picture negative, and will be 
made in rolis to facilitate easier 
loading and operation. 

Need for this new type of camera 
comes about through the failure of 
a process to print stills in a prac- 
tical way from motion picture nega- 


ALL MALE STARS 
FAIRLY IN K. C. 


Jean Hersholt Billed Over Pola 
Negri, but “Secret Hour” 
Did but $2,400, Newman 


Kansas City, Feb. 14. 

(Drawing Pcpulation, 1,000,000) 
Annual Food Show cut into the 
regular amusements last week. Had 
the support of the grocers, and 
some 400,000 free, and cut rate, 


tickets were given out. 

Downtown picture houses, how- 
ever, made a game stand with male 
stars. Every one featured a man 
star, and the girls were second best. 
Midland had “West Point’; New- 
man featured Jean Hersholt over 
Negri in “The Secret Hour”; Jack 
Holt in “The Warning’ was the 
Liberty’s star; Rod La Rocque in 
“Stand and Deliver’ occupied the 
Mainstreet’s screen; Edmund Lowe 
fooled ‘em in “The Wizard” at Pan- 
tages, and Bill Boyd was at the 
Orpheum in “The Night Flyer.” 
Starting Friday the Midland 
changed to Friday openings on ac- 
count of the routing of the Loew- 
Publix units. This makes three of 
the downtown theatres opening on 
that day, others being the Pan and 
Liberty. The Newman _ continues 
with its Saturday opening day, and 
the Mainstreet starts its new bill on 
Sunday. 

For the current week Mainstrect 
is showing “Patent Leather Kid” 
for a single week with no advance 
in prices. Understood this is the 
first time picture has been shown 
for 25 cents. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Loew’s Midland—‘“West Point” 
(M-G) (4,000; 25-35-60). Those who 
saw “Dress Parade” just about 
equally divided as to merits of two 
pictures; stage show furnished by 
first of the Loew-Publix units to 
reach here; unit was “Listening 
In”; picture and show drew good 
notices and one of the best enter- 
tainments of new year. $21,000 on 
6 days. 

Mainstreet (Orpheum) — “Stand 
and Deliver” (Pathe) (3,200; 25-50). 
Vaude bill. $12,000. 

Pantages—"‘The Wizard” (Fox) 
(2,200; 25-30-50). Pan bunch like 
thrillers; vaude one of the best bills 
of season. $7,600. 

Newman (Loew’s)—“The Secret 
Hour” (Par.) (1,890; 25-35). Billed 
Jean Hersholt over Poli Negri; re- 
viewers split completely on Miss 
Negri’s performance and picture; 


business far from. satisfactory; 
at $2,400. 

Liberty (Ind)—‘The Warning” 
(1,000; 25-50). Jack Holt fought 


his way through detective yarn to 
delight of the youngsters; okay at 
$2,000. 

Orpheum’s picture, in connection 
with its regulation vaude bill, was 
“The Night Flyer,’ William “Boyd 
featured. Globe, featuring Vita- 
phone in connection with Loie 
Bridge Musical stock, offered “Harp 
in Hock” as film. 


“HAM AND EGGS” LIKED 


“Old Kentucky” Called Just a Pic- 
ture in Tacoma 


Tacoma, Feb. 14. 

“Seventh Heaven” sent them past 
the Pantages turnstiles in goodly 
numbers. 

Kialto had “Sadie Thompson,” and 
nothing so slow about that, either. 
Droadway seemed to be content with 
“Serenade” and the Blue Mouse had 
a pushover in “Ilam and Eggs at 
the Front.” This Vita scored black- 
face laugh clicked well above the 
flop of the preceding week. 

Just another week at the Colonial, 
where “In Old Kentucky” tried to 
entice the innocents. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Broadway (W. C.) (1,600; 25-50). 
“Serenade” (Par). $7,400. 

Pantages (1,450; 50). “Seventh 
Heaven” (Fox). $11,000. Very big. 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (650; 25- 
20). “Ham and Eggs at Front” and 
Vita (W. B.). Biz getting better; 
$4,000, 

Rialto (W. C.) (1,250; 26-40). 
“Sadie Thompson” (U. A.). Gloria 
liked in this: improved to $4,400. 

C-lonial CW. C.). “In Old Ken- 


tive worked upon by Paramount 
newsreel, 


(M-G). Just a picture; 


‘M, W & S’ TO $17,060; 
5TH AVE, SEATTLE 
“Sadie” Drops Off on 2d Wk. 


—$10,200 for “Cohens 
and Kellys” 


Seattle, Feb. 14 
(Drawing Pop., 450,000) 

Final date set for opening of new 
Seattle theatre, March 1, and the 
Portland, March 8. West Coast 
brings Publix unit shows for open- 
ing, with plan to use Publix 
presentations indefinitely. Fanchon 
& Marco will continue at the Fifth 
avenue, 
“Sadie Thompson” fell down the 
second week, after the big opener. 
“King of Kings,” at Metropolitan, 
road showed, is getting only fair 
biz, although satisfactory. “Cradle 
Snatchers,” stock, at the President, 
admirably presented. 
Blue Mouse broke an all-Seattle 
record by completing six weeks for 
a feature picture at a run. “Jazz 
Singer” did it and lined ’em again 
nights during the final week. Not 
bad for a pow of 450,000. 
Columbia was up nicely with 
“Cohens and Kellys’ in Paris.” 
Ushers were in dandy uniforms to 
add to piquant atmosphere, and 
very Parisian around front of house. 

Estmates for last week: 
Fifth Avenue (W. C.) (2,700; 25- 
65). “Man, Woman and Sin” (M- 
G).Gilbert interested ’em; so did 
Hermie King and “Lace Idea”; 


$17,000. 
United Artists (W. C.-U. A.) 
(2,100; 25-65). “Sadie Thompson 


(U. A.), second week weak; $8,0C0. q 
1st week, $13,000. 
Columbia (U) (1,000; 25-50). 
“Cohens and Kellys in Paris” (U). 
Improved nicely; good comic and 
laughs solid; $10,200. 
Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (950; 50- 
75). “Jazz Singer’ and Vita (W. 
B.). Sixth week new Seattle record; 
held strong for finish; $10,000—big. 
Pantages (1,500; 25-60). “The 
Wizard” (Fox). Well liked; George 
Lipschultz, violinist, helped draw; 
$7,500. 

Orpheum (2,700; 25-75). “On to 
Reno” (Pathe). Well balanced pro- 


gram: to fair returns; $13,000. 
President (Duffy). (1,650; 25-$1 
“Cradle Snatchers” (Duffy Play- 


ers). Good biz. $5,300. 


STANLEY AND FOX 
EACH DID $28,000 


Jolson at Fox and Chaney at 
Stanley for Dead Heat— 
“Love” Quite Well 


Philadelphia, Feb. 14. 

Town's two biggest houses fared 
well although not exceptionally last 
week. Stanley, with Lon Chaney in 
“London After Midnight” as the film 
and Donald Brian as the presenta- 
tion headliner, got around $28,000. 

Fox had Al Jolson in “The Jazz 
Singer,” and clicked to a fare thee 
well. Previously at the Fox-Locust 
proved it O. K. for the lower price 
policy and gross $28,000, or perhaps 
more, the best in two or three 
months. Stanton, with the second 
week of “Gentlemen Prefer Blondes,” 
coaxed about $11,500 to the box office 
—surprisingly good considering 
dreary first week. Much credit is 
given to a tie-up with a local tab 
on a “Blondes” contest. Even then, 
two weeks not so hot for this highly 
touted film. The Arcadia had “Sor- 
rell and Son,” moved down from the 
Stanley, and got about $4,500, excep- 
tionally good. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Stanley (4,000; 35-50-75)—“Lon- 
don After Midnight” (M-G). This 
Lon Chaney not given reception of 
some of _ his. Donald Brian, on 
stage, meant something. $28,000. 

Fox-Locust (1,800; $1.65) — “Sun- 
rise” (Fox, 5th week). Fooled wise 
boys. Without being sensational, 
held up well. Bit under $11,000. 

Stanton (1,700; 35-50-75)—“Gen- 
tlemen Prefer Blondes” (1st N) (2d 
week). Disappointment for second 
week, but held up satisfactorily over 
first, due to contests and exploita- 
tion. $11,500. 

Aldine (1,500; $2)—“Wings” (Par, 
llth week). This special still strong 
despite rumors of removal. Over 
$16,000. 

Karlton (1,000; 50-75) — “Love” 
(M-G) (2d week). Experiment 
changing house policy to feature 
picture appears to have been suc- 
cessful although not set yet. Last 
week over $9,000 for this one, with 
another and perhaps two weeks to 


go. 
Arcadia (800; 50)—‘“Sorrell and 
Son” (U. A.). Moved from Stanley 
and did well, with $4,500 claimed. 
Fox (3,000; 99)—"“The Jazz Singer” 
(Warner, Ist week). After $1.65 run 
at Fox-Locust moved here with 
splendid results, Stays two weeks. 


Granada of the old reliable Kolb 
and Dill, Granada business last week 


2. 


AFTER THE SHOW 


Barrels of fun. 

No wonder! Ever see any of 
those big boys in action? 

Meyer Davis now owns 58 bowl- 
ing alleys in Washington and is 
building 70 more. 

The profession has lots of fun 
and health awaiting them at the 
King Pin Alleys whenever they 
play the Capital City. 


WARFIELD DOES $24,000 
WITH “ROSE-MARIE” 


San Francisco, Feb. 14, 
(Drawing Population, 756,000) 
San Francisco picture fans re- 
fused to be bunked. So far as they 
are concerned, westerns are ended. 
When they are of the mediocre type, 
as “Open Range,” they refuse to 
bite. Despite the presence at the 


was a distinct disappointment. No: 
denying that what business did 
come through was in large measure 
attracted by the German comics. 
With Kolb and Dill the house ex- 
pected $28,000 to $29,000 and was 
lucky to reach $23,000. 

One block away, at Loew’s War- 
field, they had “Rose-Marie” and a 
pleasing stage shew. The house 
clicked merrily to the tune of bet- 
ter than $24,000. Not a _ record- 
breaker by any means, but healthy 
business. Across the street the St. 
Francis housed “The Gaucho.” Doug 
continues to be surefire and his 
opening week had no difficulty top- 
ping the 20 grand mark. Further 
down the street, at the California, 
“The Last Command,” on its second 
week, held up remarkably well. 

One other dark spot along the 
main stem last week, the Embassy, 
where Warner Brothers’ “A Sailor's 
Sweetheart” clicked dismally. Quite 
disappointing, in view of Louise Fa- 
zenda’s popularity. It’s different 
there currently, with “The Jazz 
Singer.” Business started with a 
jump’ Thursday and_ indications 
were the house record would be 
topped, 

Estimates for Last Week 

Warfield — ‘“‘Rose-Marie” (M-G) 
(2,672; -35-50-65-90). House econ- 
sistently strong for past month, in 
fact, ever since Rube Wolf returned 
here from L. A.; screen feature 
liked and result passed $24,000 
mark. 

Granada—“Open Rangle” (Par.) 
(2,785; 35-50-65-90). Indications 
were for a capacity week, especially 
when week-end passed $11,000 mark, 
but sagged terribly; Kolb and Dill 
couldn’t drag ’em in alone; near 
$23,000. 

St. Francis—“The Gaucho” (U. 
A.) (1,375; 35-65-90). Best business 
house has had in months; Fair- 
banks a “natural’; opening week 
bettered $20,000. 

California — “Tast Command” 
(Par.) (2,200; 35-65-90). Second 
and final week of Emil Jannings 
feature garnered around $15,500; 


most satisfactory; “Student 
Prince” replaced. 
Embassy — “A_ Sailor’s Sweet- 


heart” (W. B.) and Vitaphone, One 
week plenty for this one; customers 
just wouldn’t come; $7,500, however, 
left a little to distribute. 


Missouri, With No 
Stage Show, Fell Behind 


St. Louis, Feb. 14. 
(Drawing Population, 1,000,000) 
“Wings” is playing at the Amer- 
ican and doing all right. 
Al Jolson is currently at the State, 
playing against his picture at the 
Grand Central. 


Estimates for Last Week 


Grand Central (Skouras) (1,700; 
50-75)—"Jazz Singer’ and Vita. 
(W. B.). Still going strong in sev- 
enth week; 

Ambassador (Skouras)—‘“Ladies’ 
Night” (F. N.) (3,000; 35-65). 
Called rather thin comedy, starring 
Jack Mulhall and Dorothy Mackaill: 
on stage Ed Lowry celebrated his 
500th performance; $36,690. 

American (legit) (1,400; 50-$1.50) 
—‘Wings” (Par.). First week of 
limited engagement; $15,400. 

Loew’s State (3,300; 25-35-65)— 
“Man, Woman and Sin” (M-G). On 
the stage; Pat Rooney’s Fhumily; 
$22,400. 


Beat $28,000, 


Missouri (Skouras) (3,800; 85-65) 


PORTLAND’S TANGLE 
WITH NEW PUBLIX 


Town Badly Hit by Indie 
Oriental—Terrible Grosses 
Last Week 


Portland, Ore., Feb. 14, 

(Drawing Population, 310,000) 
Opening of Tebbett’s Oriental, 
the town’s largest cinema, scems to 
have temporarily, at least, affected 
the big first runs. Weather and 


general conditions may also be ree 
sponsible for the slack in business 
downtown, but one of the biggest 
factors is keen competition. 

The Broadway, which until the 
opening ef the Oriental was piling 
up grosses anywhere fron: $15,000 
to $18,000 weekly, has now gone to 
a comparatively smaller’ gross, 
While mats at the Oriental are 
rather light, evening trade is heavy. 
House has been averaging $14,000. 
This condition is due in part to the 
theatre being situated on the east 
side of the city where parking of 
automobiles is a convenience. Ane 
other stimulant at the Oriental is 
the low admission, a 35-cent top 
with a weekly overhead of $7,000, 
exclusive of film rental. Pathe and 
Tiffany-Stahl are the backbone of 
the picture end at that house. 

However, local showmen are of the 
opinion that as soon as the new 
Publix theatre opens it will become 
the key of the town. 

United Artists seem to be up 
against it locally, as far as booke 
ings with local houses is concerned, 
It is becoming very tough for U. A, 
to break in some of the local first 
runs. The result is that U. A. and 
J. J. Parker, allied with’ the 
picture concern, may be forced to 
either buy or acquire a house for 
an outlet. 

Business at the picture empo- 
riums had many of the theatre 
managers getting out their tin cups 
and pencils, ready to embark upon 
a new career. Tebbett’s Oriental 
connected to a terrible intake with 
“The Forbidden Woman.” The 
Broadway also fell down, although 
profitable with ‘Wife Savers.” Ollie 
Wallace, m. c, at this house, is to 
start a Sunday noon organ concert. 

Columbia sailed along but fairly 
with “Cohens and Kellys” in its 
second week. This comedy did rece 


ord business the first week. The 
Rivoli starved with ‘“Iltclen: of 
Troy” in its second week. Pic- 
ture scarcely got through first 


week, Pantages had an exccllent 
week, leading the town by a close 
margin, with “Woman Wise” as the 
feature and an excellent vaude proe 
gram, headed by Francis X. Bushe- 
man, 
Estimates for Last Week 

Oriental (Tebbetts) (2,700; 25-35) 
—‘Forbidden Woman” (Pathe). 
House took a big drop as picture 
was not strong enough to connect; 
Jetta Goudal does not mean a thing 
locally; $12,000, lowest yet. 

Broadway (W. C.) (2,000; 25-40- 
60)—“‘Wife Savers” (Par.). Beerye 
Hatton picture registered -fairly;' 
Fanchon and Marco’s “Folliettes” 
and Ollie Wallace in Sunday noon 


organ concerts and m. c. okay; 
$13,000. 
Liberty (W. C.) (2,000; 25-40)— 


“Spotlight” (Par.). Esther Ralston 
picture increased intake; vaude just 


average; new policy rumored; 
$4,000. 

Columbia (U) (850: 35-50)— 
“Cohens and Kellys” (UU). In sece 


ond week Irish-Jewish picture fair; 
$5,000. 

Rivoli (Parker-W. C.) (1,210; 35- 
50)—‘‘Helen of Troy” (F.N.). A real 
flop in second week; Santaella’s or- 
chestra and Cecil Teague, organist, 
life savers of bill; $4,200. 

Pantages (2,000; 35-50)—“Wome- 
an Wise” (Fox). House registered 
excellent week; leading the town; 
vaude headed by Francis X. Bushe 
man was real magnet: over $15,000. 

Music Box (Henry Duffy Players) 
—‘My Son.” Bang-up week, with 
the register showing nearly $7,500; 
“Tommy,” “Night Stick” and other 
New York plays announced for fue 
ture. 


Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (765: 25- 
50)—“Jazz Singer’ and Vita. (W. 
B.). Looks like natural could keep 


on plaving indefinitely; packing ’em 
at all shows: held for sixth week; 
’way out of ordinary for Portland; 
$6,500. 


—"Old TIronsides” (Par.). First 
time at pop prices and for first time 
in two years house had no stage 
show; $27,300. Week before with 
“Noose” and stage show, house did 


$28,100. 
St. Louis (4,280; 
Leopard Lady,” photoplay 
Got 
15-25-35-50-65). 


vaude. 
Orpheum (2,200; 
Downtown vaude house splurged 
with stars and good picture to 
launch first week of continuous, no- 
reserved-seat policy; picture was 
(F. N.), with Johnny 
ines; 


35-65)—'‘The 
and 


Capito! (Skouras)-—“Pitfalls of 
Passion.” “For men only” last 
week; bandbox theatre set out to 
break all records: said to he nack- 


ing in $2,000 every 24 hours early in 
the week, 
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VARIETY 


FRANKLIN ON COAST; 
LITTLE NEW IN FOX 


No Personal Agreement Is Yet 
Reached Between Wm. Fox 
and Harold B. Franklin 


Harold B. Franklin, president and 
general manager of West Coast 
Theatres’ circuit, is due to leave for 
his Los Angeles offices this week. 
Neo personal agreement has been 
reached, it is said, between William 
Fox and Franklin, although the ut- 
most friendliness exists between 
the two. 

Franklin is returning to resume 
his coast post, after closing his 
deals with Fox, excepting the 
Finkelstein & Ruben (Minnesota) 
addition. An announcement of the 
F&R annexation is daily looked for. 

Members of the Fox staff ex- 
pressed themselves indifferent to 
reports of any Fox desire to secure 
control of First National, or to any 
report of anyone else going after it. 

One important Fox man said on 
the subject: 

“What would we do with First 
National if we got it? Eliminate a 
producer?” 


Contractors Must Give 


Detail in Loew’s Suit 


Loew’s, Inc., scored a point be- 
fore the Appellate Division, which 
ruled that Mellon-Stuart Co., gen- 
eral contractors, furnish an extend- 
ed bill of particulars in its suit 
against Loew’s. 

A $100,000 claim is involved for 
commission and services in arrang- 
ing the financing and underwriting 
for $1,000,000 of the new Loew house 
in Pittsburgh at Penn avenue and 
Sth street. 


Fox Movietone’s “4 Sons” 


Premier for Other Screens 


Los Angeles, Feb. 14. 

For the first time at a film 
’ premier, Fox put Movietone to work 
On screen personages and executives 
at the opening of “Four Sons” here. 
The Fox staff picked their people 
and had them do their stuff before 
the lense and say a few words about 
the opening. 

Understood that Fox will use this 
stuff as advance propaganda for 
this picture throughout the country. 
Most of those who spoke are con- 
nected with competing concerns. 


Ramish’s $178,000 Suit 
Los Angeles, Feb. 14. 
Jack Bennett, concerned in the 
Julian oil fiasco, has filed suit 
against Adolph Ramish in the U. S. 
District Court for a total of $178,000. 
Bennett charges in his complaint 
he paid out $44,500 to Ramish as an 
alleged bonus for the loan of $250,- 
000 which Ramish made to him in 
December, 1926. Bennett is suing 
for treble damages on the ground 
that the bonus was usurious inter- 
est and in violation of the State 
usury law. 


CLARA BOW’S OPERATION 
Los Angeles, Feb. 14. 

Clara Bow went to the Hollywood 
Hospital last week to have her ap- 
pendix removed. Miss Bow has 
been suffering with this chronic ail- 
ment for more than a year. 

As a result of her fllness produc- 
tion on “Ladies of the Mob” has 
been indefinitely postponed. There 
is a possibility that when Miss Bow 
comes out of the hospital she will 
appear in a story based on vaude- 
ville. 

Miss Bow is reported rallying and 


ts expected on the lot in two weeks. 


SCHILDKRAOT’S CITIZENSHIP 
Los Angeles, Feb. 14. 
Rudolph Schildkraut is now a full 
eitizen of the United States. Fed- 
eral Judge McCormack granted the 
naturalization papers. 


Anita’s Dad on Scenarios 
Los Angeles, Feb. 144. 
R. Peers Loos, father of Anita 
Loos, is assistant to Elmer Harris, 
scenario editor at Columbia. 


HOLIDAY NEXT WEEK 


Owing to Washington’s 
Birthday, Feb. 22, falling on 
Wednesday, Variety will not be 
on the newsstands of Greater 
New York until Thursday. 


WISCONSIN, $18,000; 
2 H.0.’S DROP $6,000 


Milwaukee, Feb. 14. 
Drawing Population 650,000 

Old Man Winter. is treating the- 
atre men and other mortals kindly 
this year. With spring tempera- 
tures prevailing, movie racket is 
holding its own against the ad- 
vance of the army of unemployed. 

While it is claimed that the job- 
less in Milwaukee are diminishing 
daily, the theatres show that the ef- 
fect, if any, has been nil.- Grosses 
continue to hit about the same, the 
drop in business placed at 10 per 
cent below last year. Local Or- 
pheum is the least affected of any 
of that chain’s houses in the nation, 
it is said. 

Wisconsin is still setting a merry 
pace here, thanks to the stage band 
policy, while the Alhambra sur- 
prised mightly last week with 
better than $9,000 for Clara Bow’s 
“Wine,” reissue. 

A sad surprise was the second 
week of “The Dove.” It flopped 
terribly. “Student Prince,” another 
second week picture, failed to bring 
in the results hoped for after a 
monstrous opening week. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Alhambra (U)—‘“Wine” (U) (1,- 
800; 30-50). Reissue was a sur- 
prise; expected to flop after opening 
day, it picked up and with a cre7k 
stage program, house piled up better 
than $9,000. 

Garden (Brin)—“The Dove” (U. 
A.) (1,200; 25-50-75). Hit a snag 
second week despite heavy plugging 
and fair first week; below $7,000.. 

Majestic (Orph)—“Racing Romeo” 
(F. B. O.) and vaude (15-25-40). 
Back to usual after two great weeks 
with special; close to $7,500. 

Merrill (Midwesco) — “Student 
Prince” (M-G) (1,200; 25-50). 
Second week sharp let down; ‘$7, 100. 

Miller (Midwesco)—“Red Raiders” 
(F. N.) (1,600; 25-40-50). Stage 
band show helped to keep house 
around $6,600. 

Palace (Orph)—‘‘Harvester” (F. B. 
O) (2,400; 25-50-75). Vaude bill 
and usual run of cash around $17,- 
000. 

‘Strand (Midwesco) — “Serenade” 
(Par) (1,200; 30-50). Menjou has a 
pulling power here; house coasted 
along close to $7,000. 

Wisconsin (Midwesco)—‘‘Rose of 
Golden West’” (F. N.) (2,800; 25-35- 
50-60). Wow of a stage band with 
house vocalist featured; picture had 
big kick with fans and gross climb- 
ed accordingly; better than $18,000. 


Like It or Not—D’Arcy 


In for Divorce Suit 


Los Angeles, Feb. 14. 

Roy D’Arcy, Roy Guisti off the 
screen, changed his mind about the 
divorce suit he started a month ago 
against Mrs. Laura Rhinock Duffy 
Guisti and called off the action. 
Meanwhile, Mrs. Guisti filed a 
divorce suit of her own and will go 
through with it. 

Mrs. Guisti is the daughter of the 
late Joseph Rhinock, eastern the- 
atrical manager and one time Con- 
gressman. 


HANGER’S SENTENCE 
Los Angeles, Feb. 14. 
Luther Hanger, 19, who operated 
a scenario agency under the name 
of Zano DeMille, pleaded guilty to 
misusing the mails, before United 
States District Judge Henning and 
got six months deferred sentence. 
Hanger admitted accepting fees 
from $10 to $50 from embryo au- 
thors, with the undertsanding he 
would sell the stories to movie pro- 
ducers. 


Now “Kid of Kids” 


Los Angeles, Feb. 14. 

Australian and New Zealand 
censors banned the title of “Sting 
of Stings,” Hal Roach comedy, and 
changed it to “Kid of Kids.” 

Reason for change was that it was 
deemed sacrilegeous since “King of 
Kings” was being shown in that 
country at the same time 


+ 


$1,000,000 Offered to 
Talker for Commercial 
Rights for Five Years— 
Not Enough Theatres 
Equipped Yet — Chains 
Could Charge on Capacity 
Basis 


NAMES TO PLUG GOODS 


Talking pictures loom up as a 
big commercial advertising medium 
of the near future. Manufacturers 
of nationally advertised commodi- 
ties have already approached the 
makers of other “talkers” for use on 
the screens. 

In the case of one of the newest 
talkers a selling agency offered 
manufacturers of the equipment 
$1,000,000 for the exclusive sales 
rights for five rears for commercial 
purposes, this sum to be paid in 


addition to the price of equipment. 

Producers of talking equipment, 
who also operate theatre chains, 
like Fox, if accepting commercial 
advertising, may be in a position to 
get almost as much revenue from 
this source as from admission re- 
ceipts. 


15,000,000 Circulation 


Talking equipment in 1,000 thea- 
tres throughout the country could 
give advertisers a direct appeal to 
at least 15,000,000 or more people 
weekly, 

This advertising angle figures to 
make equipment installation profit- 
able for all chain operators, since 
revenue from this source is expected 
to exceed $10,000,000 a year as soon 
as enough theatres are equipped. 

At present the firms wanting to 
use talking films find equipment has 
not yet been planted in centers 
where the advertising will do the 
most good. 

Talking picture publicity is ex- 
pected to cut mostly into radio ad- 
vertising appropriations since, in 
addition to the vocal effect, there 
will also be an impression of a 
physical presence. 

Cigarette advertising, for example, 
instead of being plugged by theatri- 
cal stars solely in print, will try for 
the “names” to endorse vocally via 
the “talkers.” 


Movietone’s Song Picture 


James A. Fitzpatrick, independent 
Producer of “Musie Master” films, 
has been engaged by Fox and will 
start on a one-reel movietone sub- 
ject based on the song, “In Old 
Kentucky,” by Stephen Foster. 

The subject will have a plot with 
dialog and music. It is the first ex- 
periment of its kind yet attempted 
by any of the mechanicals. 

Fitzpatrick will not abandon his 
present short subject business. 


Par-F.N.’s Baseball Swap; 
Scenarist for Girl Lead 


Los Angeles, Feb. 14. 

A good scenario writer is an even 
trade for a leading woman, accord- 
ing to Paramount, which wanted 
Jack Kirkland, scenarist for First 
National, and the latter company 
which wanted Thelma Todd, Para- 
mount cutie. The swap Is the first 
of its kind ever reported in Hoily- 
wood. 

Baseball stuff. 


LAEMMLE CONFINED 
Los Angeles, Feb. 14. 
Carl Laemmle was stricken with 
@ stomach ailment last week and 
will be confined to his home in Bene-r 
dict Canyon for several days. 
His filness ts said not to be erit- 
teal. 


LAKE’S “BUCK PRIVATES” 


In Variety’s review of “Buck 
Privates,” favorably comment- 
ed upon, the reviewer did not 
mention Stuart Lake, who 
wrote the story. 

Mr. Lake says he can’t un- 
derstand how Variety could 
overlook a guy who had paid 
his subscription three years in 
advance. 


ITALIAN MADE BIBLICAL 
FILM FOR STATE RIGHTS 


“Jesus of Nazareth,” an Italian- 
made six-reeler, has been purchased 
for the United States by E. S. Mc- 
Connell, of Screen Classics, State 
right organization of Minneapolis, 
and Bertram Willoughby, non-the- 
atrical distributor, of Chicago. Jack 
Connolly, formerly mid-western 
sales manager for Columbia, will go 
on the road to place it in the vari- 
ous districts. 

The picture deals with the life of 
Christ from birth to the ascension, 
and strictly follows biblical chro- 
nology. 


4 “Gang” Members Thru; 
Roach Closing March 24 


Los Angeles, Feb. 14. 

When Hal Roach studios close 
down for five weeks, March 24, four 
members of the “Our Gang” troupe 
will be off the payroll. These juven- 
ile prodigies have served thejr ap- 
prenticeship and outgrown | their 
usefulness to the “Gang.” 

Roach has made arrangements to 
have this quartet do a vaude skit 
over the Orpheum and Keith-Albee 
circuits. The youngsters to go are 
Jackie Condon, Mildred Cornmen, 
Bobby Morton and Jay R. Smith. 
Those to continue on the payroll 
for next season’s output are Joe 
Cobb, Farina, Jean Darling, Harry 
Speer and Wheezin. Four new mem- 
bers will be added. 

As a result of the early shutdown 
the Roach lot will not close during 
July as formerly. i 


Jetta Goudal Sues DeMille 
For $42,250 on Contract 


Los Angeles, Feb. 14. 

Jetta Goudal has instituted a suit 
in Superior Court to collect $42,250 
from DeMille Pictures Corp., which 
she asserts is due her for back 
salary. 

Miss Goudal charges a breach of 
contract, Under her agreement 
with DeMille, Miss Goudal affirms 
she was to receive a sliding scale 
salary ranging from $750 to $1,750 
a week. Her attorney is W. I. Gil- 
bert. 

Miss Goudal walked off the lot 
some months ago, 


Writers’ Code 


Los Angeles, Feb. 14. 

Members of the writers’ branch 
of the Academy of Motion Picture 
Arts and Sciences have appointed a 
special committee composed of 
Charles Logue, Bess Meredith, John 
Goodrich, Benjamin Glazer and Ag- 
nes Christine Johnston to recom- 
mend a code of ethics for screen 
writers. 

The code will suggest certain 
practices to be followed in relations 
with producers. It will not inter- 
fere with the writers’ standard con- 
tract now being drafted by a com- 
mittee of writers and producers 
through the academy. 


Mrs. Kerrick Cleared 


Los Angeles, Feb. 14. 
The jury in Judge Fricke’s court 
cleared Mrs. Sarah Kerrick of 
manslaughter charges in connection 
with the death of her husband, Tom 
Kerrick, picture cowboy. Kerrick 
was killed last year during an affair 
in his Hollywood home. . 
Originally, five persons were ac- 
cused of the crime and convicted of 
manslaug‘iter. Later the conviction 
was reversed on appeal and all but 
Mrs. Kerrick were cleared by the 
district attorney’s office. 


333% OF BRITISH ARE 
PICTURE HOUSE GOERS 


Best English, German and 
American Films in Britain 
During 1927 Named 


Washington, Feb. 14. 

Summarizing 1927 as the “most 
significant in the history of the 
British film industry,’ Grant Isaacs, 
American assistant trade commis- 
sioner, London, reports the de- 
velopment of the Film Quota Bill, 
to the Department of Commerce, as 
now reaching the stage of centering 
around the naming of the committee 
to administer the law. 

lilms censored by the British 
board from January through No- 
vember, 1927, gives the following 
representation to the larger Ameri- 
can picture makers: Paramount, 
104; 89; Jury-Metro-Goldwyn, 
70; First National, 58; Warner 
Bros., 43; Pathe, 96; and F. B. O., 
23. United Artists is not named, 
but “Allied Artists” is and with 
nine pictures. 

“Ben-Hur” was the greatest 
money-getter of the year, says Mr. 
Isaacs. Others which drew above 
the average were: “Chang,” “7th 
Heaven,” “Way of Al! Flesh,” “My 


Best Girl,” “Under Artic Skies,” 
“Kid Brother,” and “Uncle Tom’s 
Cabin.” 


German box office successes were: 
“Faust,” “Cinderella,” “Metropolis,” 
and “The Student of Prague.” 

Outstanding British successes 
were: “Mademoiselle From Armen- 
tieres,” “Roses of Picardy,” “Flag 
Licutenant,” “Flight Commander,” 
“The Ring,” “The Lodger,” “Hindle 
Wakes,” “Palaver,” “Downhill,” 
“Nelson,” “Somehow Good,” “The 
Somme,” and “The Battles of Coro- 
nel and the Falkland Islands.” 


British production in 1928 is fore- 


cast by the trade as .doubling that 
of 1927 with its official 47 and its 
trade claim of 60. 

Conservatively the American of- 
ficial sees an actual 57 productions 
for the year. Fifteen of these have 
already been trade shown, it is 
added. 


Approximately 100 super 
houses were established’ either 
through construction or conversion 


in 1927 giving the tota] estimated 
seating capacity for the British 
Isles as between 3,000,000 and 5,000,- 
000. Population is estimated at 
2,000,000, with it reckoned that 
there are a steady 14,000,000 picture 
goers. 


Miss Del Rio’s Minor 


Poisoning Halts ‘Dancer’ 


Los Angeles, Feb. 14. 
Production on “Red Dancer of 
Moscow” is being_held up for 10 
days due to the illness of Dolores 
Del Rio. 


Miss Del Rio was allowed last 
week to return to M-G to finish 
some scenes in “Trail of '98.” Im- 


mediately after she completed this 
work, her eyes and back began to 
swell. Doctors said that she was 
suffering from poisoned oak and it 
would take about 10 days or more 
before she would recover. 

In the meantime Raoul Walsh, di- 
recting “Red Dancer,” had com- 
pleted all the other scenes and was 
forced to suspend activity. 


JOAN CRAWFORD’S QUARTET 
los Angeles, Feb. 14. 
Joan Crawford is following Hoot 
Gibson in seeking self-supporting 
publicity. 
She is now sponsoring a string 
quartet which plays over local radio 
stations. 


CORINNE’S 4 ROOMS 
Los Angeles, Feb. 14. 

First National is building a four- 
room bungalow for Corrinne Griffith 
on the lot, 

This is the second private bunga- 
low at First National, Colleen Moore 
occupying the other one, 


Vidors Sailing 

Los Angeles, Feb. 14. 
King Vidor and his wife, Fleanor 
RPordman, will leave for Europe 
upon completion of ‘Polly Pre- 
ferred,” M-G. 
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“A” stock on news t 
Kennedy of F. B. 
day’s top. 


until noon yesterday. 


point. 


move 
bonds, 
from 50 to nearly 70. 

Since this result c 


| 

banking interests 
| Pathe, and this swift 
| 


tributed to the betterment of the 


stock. Ticker players 
ested in Pathe around 


fi After its sensational collapse and 
i recovery, it is the view that any- 


thing is possible, with 


that leaves the way 
manipulation. 


bear pools in the list. 


Paramount’s Top 
Paramount touched a new top 
117%, 
@bove its January peak of 117%, 
representing the renewal of ag- 
i gressive pool operations. 
fee back from 117 to 111 apparently dis- 
) posed of weak trailers, and the pool 


yesterday of 


is in the saddle again 


favorable for bull 


Paramount was up over 4 points. 


STOCK, 


Hasty covering by shorts in Pathe 


charge of the concern moved that 
issue from 8% Friday to 16, yester- 
The retreat of shorts 
began Saturday and carried through 


With the bear lines taken up, it 
was obvious that no buying was in 
sight and prices eased more than a 
While the stock was rallying 
under bear profit taking, a parallel 
was on in the 7 per cent 

which yesterday got back 


have originated in technical short 
covering, the inference was some- 
thing was on foot on the part of the 
concerned in 


tending to belief that on precedent 
. it is likely to go below 14 before it 
goes far on the up side. 
from so severe a market smash is 
likely to be a slow process (ticker 
prices at one time discounted every- 
thing, including receivership), and 


For the first time in 
nearly four years there is talk of 


Nobody looks for a wide swing up 
j at this time, the situation being un- 


Last week, on large transactions, 

4 


hat Joseph P. 


O. had taken|the way. 


between 61 and 62. 


clique of some sort. 


ing because 
ould not well 


recovery con- 
are not inter- 
15 just yet. 

the consensus 


Warner Bros.’ 
Recovery 


open for pool 


fractionally 
hopeful aspect. 


The set- 


manipulation. 


portant or significant. 


i Summary of dealings including Saturday, Feb. 11: 


STOCK EXCHANGE 


BONDS RECOVER 
SHARPLY: “A” SHARES 


Short Covering Speeded by Kennedy’s Entrance Into 
Situation—Clique Again Aggressive in Para- 
mount—Looks Like Move in Warner Bros. 


The fourth quarter statement, which 
was a disappointment, is now out of 


Loew went through another of its 
periodical moves up past 62, and} Broadway at Council Bluffs; L. E. 


then eased off. Yesterday tt swung 


BLANK-PUBLIX CHANGES 


Des Moines, Feb. 14. 

Many changes in the Blank- 
Publix eircuit here recently, mostly 
house managers. 

A. J. Stolte, with the circuit for 
10 years, and lately manager of 
the new Riviera, Omaha, has re- 
signed because of ill health and will 
rest in California before being as- 
signed with the circuit again. H. 
B. Watts, of the local Capitol, 
transferred to the Riviera. Nate 
Frudenfeld, formerly publicity man- 
ager for the circuit, succeeds Watts. 
Elmer J. Levin, of the Columbia, 
Davenport, comes bere to manage 
the Des Moines; Herbert Chatkin, 
assistant to Watts, will manage the 


Slinker of the Garden, Davenport, 


Pressure of | goes to the Columbia there; George 


banking influence against sensa- | Watson, of the Publix school, and 
tional market exploitation is a brake | manager of the Spencer Square, 
on the Loew pool’s operations, for | Rock Island, will manage both the 
nobody any longer resists the idea |Garden and Family theatres, Daven- 


that the stock is being handled by a 


port; Lionel Wasson, manager of 


Promise of }the Strand here, becomes assistant 


sensational advance in Loew is still 
heard, but is attracting less follow- 
of the percentage | viera, returns to the Capitol here 
against any wide bull upturn. 
Fox about held its own, selling ex|the Capitol to the Riviera. 
the rights to purcliase new stock at 
the rate of one new for four old.|ed at the Capitol, Sioux City, and 
This privilege sold independent of] will also be installed at the Co- 
the stock at from 1 to 1%. New/|lumbia, Davenport, and the Strand, 
stock is offered at 75 a share. 
four fractional rights at 14%, makes 
up the difference between current 
quotations of about 80 and the price 
of new stock (75) to old holders. 
Warner at 29 
Following the sharp recovery of 
bonds on the curb 
there was a brisk upturn in the list- | only barred two of the 7,000 films 
ed stock, which touched 29 yester- 
day. Company’s statement for fourth 
quarter shows profit of about $100,- 
000, compared with a loss of almost 
exactly the same amount for the | put is being retained in the counties. 
same quarter of the preceding year. 
Also there are reports of new inter- 
ests allying themselves with the 
company, and increased activity in 
Vitaphone (profits on “Jazz Singer” 
are noted) gives the concern a more 


Metro-Goldwyn was traded 
during the week at 27, a new top for 
that usually steady issue. 
$1.89, Metro-Goldwyn, with its ac- 
cumlated profits, makes an attract- 
ive investment security. 

Shubert was bid up from 61% to 
63 late in the week, but the turnover 
was not of a size to impress as im- 


| ———1928—, 

High. Low Sales. Issue and rate. High. Low Last. 

40% 39 1,100 American Seat 39 39 
171%, 163% 5,700 Eastman Kodak (8) 170% 166% 166% 

| 109 105% 500 First Nat’l Ist pref. (8)........ 109 109 109 
10,200 Fox Cl. A (4) ex rts...... 81% 80 80% 
1% 1% 8,200 Fox Cl. A rts. Note..... 1% 1% 1% 
26%, 22% 6,800 Mad. Sq. Garden (1%)........05. 25% 24 25 

1 2g 1,400 Met-Gold-M Ist pref. (.89).... 27 255% 27 
22% GOD Orpheum. 23% 2314 23% 
102 99% 200 do. pref. 100 100 
2 21,80 Pathe Exch. 2 3% 
47,700 Pathe Cl. A 14% 14% 
6954 1,500 Shubert (5) 63% 61% 63 
99% 9615 30 Univ. Pict. Ist pref. (8)... 98 98% 
2715 22 42,9000 Warner Bros. 27) 23% 27% 

CURB 
16 12% 100 DED: eee 14 13% 13% 
BONDS 

81!. no 77 50 6414 
94 9214 52,000 Shubert 6's, 93 925% 92% 

102 Y3K 208,000 Warner Bros 64's (Curb), 1928.. 102 100 102 


Note—Fox rights expire Feb. 27. 
Loew bonds ex warrants sold $28,000, 101%, 100%, 101 unchanged. 


Paying 


Production started 


Mulhall is featured. 
i lace will direct. 
| First National 


mence early in March. 
. “The Boss of Little Arcady,” star- 


i ring Charlie Murray, 
Howard and Charlie 


if ‘! and the other is “Roulette,” starring 
@ Richard Barthelmess, directed by Al] Micheaux Film Corp., colored film 
P Santell. producers, one of the few in the 


F. N. Starts 3 


First National picture, “The Butter 
and Egg Man,” the George S. Kauf- 
man and Marc Connolly play. 


Work on two other 


Monday on the 


months handling 
Jack | Capitol, New York, 
Richard Wal- 
Ires will com- 


heffey, 


ness man, 


N. Y. P. A.’s Free Lancing 


C. A. Leonard, with Howard Dietz 
for some time and for the last two 
publicity for the 
has formed a 
partnership with Billy Cripps. 

Their first account is Blanche Ma- 
Universal player, 
cently married a millionaire busi- 


written by Lew 
3reen, is one, 


Love” 
exchange here and 
the seven reels, 


Picture Print Stolen 

Washington, Feb. 14. 

{ F. B. O. lost a print of “South Sea 
when burglars entered the 


rupt. 


carried away | Jate. 


COLORED FILM C0.’S BUST 


north, has gone voluntarily bank- 


Debts totaling $847 and assets of 
$1,400 are listed by the firm, whose 
address is 200 W. 135th street. 
duction activity has been Hmited of 


COSsSTU 
FOR 


EXPLOITAT 


- . 


PRODUCTIONS 
PRESENTATIONS 


Ss 


0 
0 
= 
3 
zn 


ME 


ters in New York. 
IONS 


correspondent for 


News Service in China, 


Movietone’s News Editor 
Washington, Feb. 14. 
Lloyd Lehrbas is now news editor 
for Fox Movietone, with headquar- 


Lehrbas was formerly news editor 
for Underwood and Underwood here 
and behind that put in fiye years as 
International 


who re- 


to Nate Frudenfeld. 
Jimmy Ellard, M. C. at the Ri- 


this week, and Paul Spor goes from 


March 1 Vitaphone will be install- 


Des Moines. 


Md. Censors Only Stopped 
2 of 7,000 Films 


Baltimore, Feb. 14. 
Maryland State Board of Censors 


reviewed last year. Parts of 355 
others were snipped by the shears. 
The system of volunteer censors 
has been discontinued in Baltimore, 


than the 684 recorded the year 
before. 


Fox’s $46,000 Remake 


Los Angeles, Feb. 14. 

Several months ago Frank O’Con- 
ner directed a picture for Fox en- 
titled “Why Sailors Go Wrong,” 
co-featuring Sammy Cohen and the 
late Ted McNamara. This picture 
was made at a cost of $110,000, and 
then ordered scrapped. 

Last month Henry Lehrman re- 
turned to Fox as a director, and 
was assigned to remake this pic- 
ture. At the finish he had about 
200 feet of the original picture. Cost 
of remaking was $46,000, and the 
picture will be released on the cur- 
rent year’s program. 

Lehrman has also been assigned 
to direct “Mr. Romeo” for the same 
firm, 

Cast headed by Lucien Littlefield. 


MATTESON SATISFIED 
Los Angeles, Feb. 14. 

O. M. Matieson says he’s satisfied 
with his contract with E. M. Spitz 
and associates in the making of 
“The Last Moment,” picture. 

His agreement to appear in the 
film called for a nominal amount 
and a percentage of the picture’s 
gross. 


ASHER’S DUO 
Los Angeles, Feb. 14. 

F. N. has assigned E. M. Asher to 
produce and supervise “Butter and 
Egg Man” and “Boss of Little Ar- 
cady.” 

Richard Wallace will direct the 
first and Eddie Cline the second. 
Production starts on both March 1. 


Six More Dog Films 
Los Angeles, 14. 

Samuel Bischoff made four State 
right pictures featuring Silver 
Streak, the dog, and is now plan- 
ning to make six more for the same 
market. 

He will produce at the California 
studios, starting March 1. 


BARTHELMESS’ NEXT 2 
Los Angeles, Feb. 14. 

Henry Hobart is preparing to pro- 
duce “Roulette,” Richard Barthel- 
mess’ next, for First National. Al- 
fred Gastell will direct. Upon com- 
pletion of this Barthelmess will do 
“Out of the Ruins,” a novel of the 
war by Sir Richard Gibbs. 


Met Studios Get Two 
5 Los Angeles, Feb. 14. 
Wallace Reid, 


Mrs. producing 


under firm of Broughton. Produc- 
tions, has moved her unit to the 
Metropolitan studios. 

Burton King also moves to Met- 
ropolitan this week for his series. 


Labor’s Own Theatres? 


An Associated Press story 
Monday stated that the Feb- 
ruary issue of the Electrical 
Workers’ “Journal” stated that 
labor unions may have a chain 
of 1,500 theatres under their 
control. 

These “theatres” are to be in 
labor halls or other meeting 
places. 

In the “Journal’s story is 
also mentioned that “union 
labor may form its own produc- 
ing companies and produce the 
pictures as well as exhibit 
them.” 

Some one should cable BEng- 
land. 


Bad Business Conditions 
Felt in N. Y. Neighborhoods 


Owing to unusual unemployment 
conditions, five picture houses on 
the East Side are closed and three 
others reported in the red. 

As far as can be ascertained only 
two of the 60 Loew houses in Great- 
er New York ever operated unprof- 
itably. There are now three Com- 
modore, Canal and Avenue B, it is 
said. And this despite the film book- 
ing competition on the East Side 
has been somewhat modified, the 
Loew houses splitting product even- 
ly with M. & S. and S. & B. 

In addition to general unemploy- 
ment the East Side has been affect- 
ed by difficulties in the textile in- 
dustry from which the majority of 
the East Siders gain livelihood. 
All East Side show places have 
been hit, including the Yiddish the- 
atres. Immigration is negligible 
while, meantime, the former East 
Side population has scattered to 


Number of cuts, 355, is far less jother parts of the city. The residents 


who still live in that part of the 
town now make Broadway for en- 
tertainment. 

Unfavorable business conditions 
have also hurt grosses at the War- 
wick, Melba, Bedford and Universal, 
Brooklyn. Some other New York 
neighborhoods are also off. 
Theatre operators estimate from 
85 to 100 second and subsequent run 
houses in Greater New York have 
béen affected by a drop in business 
ranging from 10 to 35 percent. 


Kane’s $62,000 Charge 
Los Angeles, Feb, 14. 

Robert Kane paid $40,000 for the 
screen rights to “Harold Teen,” and 
is only using the. title. <A studio 
overhead charge of $22,000 was added 
before he started to write a story, 
bringing the total up to $62,000 and 
more before a crank was turned, 

Picture is being produced by Kane 
for First National. 


RUDOLPH PROMOTED 
Chicago, Feb. 14, 

William Rudolph, manager of the 
local United Artists theatre, has been 
promoted to district manager and 
will spend his time between the new 
theatre in Detroit and here. 

Local U. A. house will give spe- 
cial midnight opening of ‘The Cir- 
cus” this Thursday in addition to 
regular Saturday midnight show. 


DENNY IN OWN STORY 
Los Angeles, Feb. 14. 
Reginald Denny has written an 
original titled “The Border Wit- 
ness,” which Universal has accepted 
as a Denny starring picture. 


W. R. Johnston on Coast 


W. Ray Johnston, president of 
Rayart, has gone to the Coast to 
confer with his producers, Trem 


Carr and Duke Worne, on next sea- 
son’s release schedule. 

Johnston will be gone about a 
month. 


Markey’s South Sea Title 
- Los Angeles, Feb. 14. 
Alexander Markey, now en route 
to New Zealand with a company of 
five to make a South Sea picture 
for Universal, has selected “Ka- 
rangi” as the title. English trans- 
lation is “Children of the Sun.” 


Eileen Percy Resumes 
Los Angeles, Feb. 14. 
Eileen Percy, ill for about two 
years, has returned to the lot and 
will be given a role opposite Wil- 
liam Haines in “He Learned About 
Women.” 
Sam Woods directing for M-G. 


Hoot Gibson’s Remake 
Los Angeles, Feb. 14. 
Hoot Gibson is remaking “Man in 
the Saddle,” which he made gey- 
eral years ago for Universal. 


BILL 
INTERESTING 
CONGRESSMEN 


Besides 3 Members of the 
House Already Introduc- 
ing, 9 Others Approach 


Senator Brookhart, father of the 
Brookhart Bill, of such intense in- 
terest to the picture trade, states 
that within the week nine Con- 
gressmen have approached him 
with the suggestion that they be 
permitted to introduce his bill into 
the House, 

This is besides the three members 
of Congress who have already filed 
the Brookhart Bill. 

It indicates, says the Senator, 
that the House is lining up to his 
measure, which, he feels confident, 
will be favorably acted upon in the 
Senate. 

The matter of the hearings be- 
fore the Interstate Commerce Com- 
mittee has not been as yet set. 


Washington, Feb. 14. 

Now there are three members of 
the House sponsoring the Brookhart 
bill, to stop block booking, in the 
lower legislative branch of Con- 
gress. 

Latest to introduce the measure 
is Grant M. Hudson (R) Mich., who 
has followed the lead of Clarence 
Cannon (D) Mo., and omitted Sec- 
tion 2 and 3 of the Senate bill. 
These sections, as has been set 
forth, aim to establish the inter- 
state commerce phase of the indus- 
try. 

Political significance now takes 
on a 50-50 aspect. Brookhart, in- 
surgent Republican in the Senate; 
Cannon and Celler, Democrats, and 
Hudson, Republican, in the House. 

Nothing yet has been settled as 
to hearings in either the Senate or 
House. 


Fox, Stanley and Newark 


Newark, N. J., Feb. 14. 
Insiders are puzzling over the ape 
parent indecision of William Fox to 
proceed with his announced 4,000- 
seat picture theatre in this city. 
They appear to connect this in a 
way with the Fabians’ recent re- 
quest to withdraw from the Stanley 
Company chain, a request not com- 
plied with to date. 


Only Two Regular 
Units for Capitol 


Publix-Loew units playing the 
Capitol, New York, will take up 
routes so long as new houses con- 
tinue to open to complete and round 
out the bookings. Following these 
out of town premiers, the stage 
acts appearing at the Capitol will 
be produced solely for that house. 

The current Capitol unit, ‘The 
Fast Mail,” goes to Buffalo next 
week and this coming Saturday’s 
(Feb. 18) unit will go to the new 
Loew’s, Syracuse, N. Y., after play- 
ing the M-G-M Broadway house. 
This is due to the openings at Syra- 
cuse and Columbus, O. 

It is after these two units are 
out of the way that the Loew- 
Publix production staff will start 
turning out weekly material, just 
for the Capitol’s consumption. 


Christie Shut Down 


Los Angeles, Feb. 14. 

Christie studios will close down 
this week for three months. 

The length of the shutdown is due 
to the fact that the company had 
finished its entire production for 
the ’27-’28 season and has not laid 
out a schedule for next year. 


DOLORES RETURNS IN APRIL 
Los Angeles, Feb. 14. 

Dolores Costellp, laying off since 
the Warner studio closed in Decem- 
ber, will return to work fer that or- 
ganization again in Aprii. 

She is to be starred in a special 
production. 


Rex King’s First 
Los Angeles, Feb. 14. 
Fox begins production on its first 
western, featuring Rex King, under 
title ‘“‘Wild West Romance.” R. L. 
Hough directing. 
King has several years’ experience 


as a cowboy acter. 
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CENTRALIZATION SURVEY STUDIOS 


Industrial Engineers Working on Collective Buying 
of Materials, Interchanging of Sets, Lights and 
Wardrobe, With Central Garage for Transporta- 
tion—Figure to Save $2,000,000 of Annual 
$15,000,000 for Materials and $500,000 on Cos- 
tumes—Plan in Operation May 1 


Los Angeles, Feb. 14. 

Those belonging to the Associa- 
tion of Motion Picture Producers, 
when they attended their annval 
meeting here, were informed by Will 
Hays, honorary president of the or- 
ganization, that a plan was on foot 
for the consolidation of general ac- 
tivities designed to increase the ef- 
ficiency of their respective organi- 
gations and to effect economy. 

Hays declared that Ernst & 
Ernst, industrial engineers, had 
been making a survey of conditions 
fn all of the studios for more than 
a week and from reports turned in 
to the industrial economy commit- 
tee, of which Fred W. Beetson is 
ehairman, there are indications of 
fncreased efficiency and unusual 
savings in purchasing and other de- 
partments. 

$2,000,000 Saving 

It was pointed out by Hays that 
the survey which is being made 
shows that $15,000,000 alone is ex- 
pended every year by the studios 
for building material. He stated 
that the plan being worked on will 
provide for collective buying by the 
studios of all materials. Each pur- 
ehasing agent is to have a budget 
prepared six months in advance 
with a list of materials to be needed 
for production. With the various 
studios using similar materials for 
this work, it is calculated that in- 
stead of each studio doing its 
buying from middlemen and jobbers 
they can do their purchasing direct 
from the factories and producers of 
these articles. 

It has been figured that by col- 
fective buying through a central 
source, the studios will easily save 
around $2,000,000 a year on the con- 
struction end alone. 

At the same time Hays informed 
the producers present that he will 
continue as president of the Asso- 
elation of Motion Picture Producers 
and Distributors of America, with 
whom he has a contract to run an- 
other nine years. He told members 
that all loose cogs had been tight- 
ened and that he had assurance of 
full support and co-operation. 

Elections 

Cecil B. De Mille was elected 
president of the local organization 
with Watterson Rothacker first 
vice-president. Henry Henrickson is 
second vice-president, and Fred W. 
Beetson was re-elected to the posts 
of executive vice-president, secre- 
tary and treasurer. Members of 
the committee working with Beet- 
gon on the efficiency and economy 
plan are Ben Jackson, Fox; Walter 
Stern. Universal; M. FE. Greenwood, 
M-G: George Voelck, De Mille, and 
Frank Brandow, Paramount. This 
committee: holds meetings several 
times a week with various studio 
heads to ascertain conditions in 
their respective departments. 

The survey being made by Ernst 
& Ernst will not be confined to the 
purchase of building materials. That 
firm will look into the operation of 
all departments such as casting, 
auditing, transportation, wardrobe, 
property, executive and publicity, 
and report back the studio which 
they think is operating the most 
satisfactory and efficiently. 

Interchanging Sets and Lights 

The plan being worked on also 
¢calis for a clearing house which 
will enable the producers to ex- 
change sets, properties, wardrobe, 
ete. Beetson’s idea is to have pic- 
tures taken of all standing sets and 
properties and keep on file as well 
as sending duplicates to all mem- 
bers. Rentals on these properties 
will be set at a net figure instead of 
on the percentage of the cost basis 
as is used at present. Photographs 
and rental prices of railroad cars, 
New York and European street sets 
will also be sent out with rental 
price plainly marked and not to be 
regulated as to what particular per- 
son uses it. 

Another plan will be for the inter- 
change of electrical equipment. 
Many studios are overstocked while 
others have not enough when work- 


ring at full capacity. In the past 
this equipment has been obtained 
from the outside. It is figured that 
with the centralization pian the 
studios will be able to save them- 
selves about 40 per cent. of the 
present electric investment through 
the courtesy system. 
Wardrobe 

One of the biggest problems will 
be the matter of a central ward- 
robe and costume department. In 
the past producers have been giv- 
ing one concern $90,000 a year for 
costume rental, and after the stuff 
was turned back had no benefit 
from it. For the past six months 
the studios have been increasing 
their wardrobe departments and it 
is calculated that when inventory is 
taken the interchange system will 
be feasible, saving $500,000 a year 
by using each other’s garments. 

Then the matter of trucking and 
transportation will be taken up. 
Many of the studios own their own 
transportation equipment, while 
others have been paying from $300 
to $1,500 for the use of trucks and 
ears. It is believed that a central 
garage can be established with the 
producers buying their own trans- 
portation equipment and then being 
charged pro-rata as they use the 
transportation facilities they pro- 
vide for themselves. 

It is expected that the survey 
will be completed by March 1 with 
the collective plan of operation in 
use about May 1, when the studios 
are in full swing from a production 
standpoint. 


Wampas Nominations 


Los Augeles, Feb. 14. 

Mark Larkin, press agent for 
Mary Pickford and Douglas Fair- 
banks, was the only candidate pre- 
sented for the post of president of 
the Wampas by the nominating 
committee. 

Candidates for the other offices 
include Harold Hurley, Jeff Lazarus, 
Bob Yost and Barrett Keisling, for 
first and second vice-presidents; Le 
Roy Johnston, James Loughborough 
and Charles West, for secretary; 
Sam Jacobson, Ray Jones and 
George Thomas, for treasurer, 

Nominated for the board of di- 
rectors are H. F. Arnold, H. H. Beall, 
Oliver Garver, Carroll Graham, 
Charles Kurtzman, George Landy, 
J. F. Murray, Russell Phelps, Neville 
Reay, Joe Reddy, Joe Steele, E. O. 
Van Pelt, H. B. Wright and Hal 
Wallis. 


MORE TOURISTS 
Los Angeles, Feb. 14. 

The number of picture people go- 
ing abroad this season is increasing. 

Patsy Ruth Miller and Jane Win- 
ton have already left for the Con- 
tinent, and Florence Vidor will sail 
in four weeks after completing her 
next picture. 

Julius Bernheim, production su- 
perior at Universal, will also trip 
to Europe during the shut down at 
City. 


WOMAN PRODUCER IN N. Y. 


Henrietta Cohn, of Paramount, 
the only woman in charge of a pro- 
ducing unit, will arrive in New 
York this week. 

This is her first visit since leav- 
ing for the coast as assistant to 
B. P. Shulberg. 


Anne Nichols Eastbound 
Los Angeles, Feb. 14. 

With the film version of “Abie” 
completed by Paramount, Anne 
Nichols and her general manager, 
William de lLignemare, leave for 
New York Feb. 29, 
They will take back a print of the 
completed picture. 


Leads After a Year 
Los Angeles, Feb. 14. 
Joan Marquis, wife of Neal Burns, 
picture actor, will play leads in 


Christie comedies after a year as an 
extra girl on the lot. 


M-G’s 11 IN FEB. 


Los Angeles, Feb. 14. 

Metro-Goldwyn will put 11 pic- 
tures into production during this 
month. 

King Vidor will direct Marion 
Davies in “Polly Preferred”; Clar- 
ence Brown will make one with 
Greta Garbo; Lew Cody will resume 
under direction of Mal St. Clair; 
Chester Franklin will direct Arthur 
and Dane in “Detectives”; William 
Haines will make “He Learned 
About Women” with Sam Wood; 
Albert Rogell has been borrowed to 
direct “Tides of Empire”; Monta 
Bell is planning a version of “The 
Bellamy Trial”; Harry Beaumont 
will direct “The Dancing Girl’; 
Buster Keaton will star in “Snap- 
shots,” Edward Sedgewick direct- 
ing; John P. McCarthy is preparing 
an untitled production, and Col. Tim 
McCoy will do a western, Nick 
Grinde directing. 


MAZDAS IN LOBBY 


Hotel Demonstration for Bulb 
Lighting—G. E. Engineers on Coast 


Los Angeles, Feb. 14. 

Engineers and experts from Gen- 
eral Electric Co. are here watching 
the mazda light studio demonstra- 
tions being sponsored by the Acad- 
emy of Motion Picture Arts and 
Sciences. The list includes S. E. 
Gates, R. E. Farnham, I. H. Van 
Horn, L. C. Porter and Dr. M. Luck- 
flesh, 

Demonstrations are being con- 
ducted by the American Society of 
Cinematographers twice weekly at 
Gne of the large studios. Lights, 
make-up, equipment, raw stock and 
laboratory work are donated by 
various dealers. Producers’ asso- 
ciation is standing all charges for 
labor during the demonstrations. 

One demonstration was in the 
lobby of a Hollywood hotel, to show 
the adaptability of mazda lighting 
for interior locations other than 
studio stages. 


BALKED ON COSTUME FILM 
Los Angeles, Feb. 14. 

Pathe-De Mille wanted Rod La 
Rocque to do another costume pic- 
ture, an adaptation of a Sir Walter 
Scott story, but he balked, prefer- 
ring his present story he is now 
making, “The Ticket Chopper.” 

Work on this picture will take La 
Rocque to New York at the time his 


wife, Vilma Banky, returns from 
Europe. William K. Howard di- 
recting. 


Heath Directing for Roach 
Los Angeles, Feb. 14. 

Arch Heath, who formerly di- 
rceted serials around New York, is 
now directing the Max Davidson 
comedies for Hal Roach. 

Heath is now working on an un- 
titled picture. 


Von Sternberg’s “Cannibals” 
Los Angeles, Feb. 14. 
Josef von Sternberg, Paramount 
director, is working on an original 
story titled “King of the Cannibals.” 
Production is planned for this year. 


Columbia’s “Rebellion” 
Los Angeles, Feb. 14. 
Columbia will make “Rebellion,” 
a story of the Syrian revolution. 
Betty Compson and Otto Matie- 
sen will be featured, with Walter 
Lang directing. 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Sam Behrendt. 
Sol Lesser, 

Joseph Skirboll, 
Dennis O'Brien, 
Gil Boag. 

Samuel Goldwyn, 
William SiIstrom. 
Richard A Rowland. 
W. Ray Johnston, 
Dave Thomas. 
Harlan Thompsoa, 
Marion Spitzer. 


L. A. to N. Y. 


Elmer Pearson. 
Irving G. Thalberg.° 
Norma Shearer. 
Charles Christie, 
Herbert Brenon. 


Jack Gain. 


Lux and Film Names 


Los Angeles, Feb. 14. 

Manufacturers of Lux hand 
soap have the Coast picture 
crowd thoroughly covered and 
have obtained more than 300 
endorsements of the soap from 
prominent stars, directors and 
featured players. The agree- 
ments cover a period of three 
years, and do not allow the en- 
dorsers to recommend any 
other hand soap during that 
period. 

The endorsements are used 
in advertisements for Lux in 
newspapers, magazines and 
billboard display. The national 
advertising campaign for Lux 
runs over $1,000,000 a year, and 
the advertisements for the pic- 
ture gang will be framed sim- 
ilar to the current “Lucky 
Strike” endorsement ads. 

In addition to giving the en- 
dorsers the breaks in adver- 
tising, the Lux company also 
supplies each one with the hand 
soap for use at home and in the 
studio. A number of stu- 
dios which have most of their 
people on the endorsing list, 
are also supplied gratis with 
the soap, with studio getting 
over a gross a month. 


Talker Scoring by G. E. 
For F. B. 0. and Pathe Film 


General Electric, through its Tele- 
vision experiments and develop- 
ment, through its rights to patents 
held by practically every company 
pushing the different brands of 
“talkers,” is aiming to make its 
own talker, now called the Kaneto- 
phone. 

The agreement for an exchange 
of certain patents among General, 
Western, Westinghouse and the 
Radio Corporation of America is 
one of years’ standing. It is G. E's. 
idea to have one method of talker 
accessible to all producers and 
others interested. 

As General and RCA have bought 
an interest in F. B. O., a first move in 
marketing its own talker will be for 
G. E. to score pictures from the 
two-reeler to the Gold Bond in the 
forthcoming group under the F. B. 
O. banner. Special apparatus has 
been ordered to the West Coast for 
that purpose. 

The F. B. O. studio recording wil 
come under the supervision of G. 
E’s. representatives. It is said 
Joseph P. Kennedy and J. J. Mur- 
dock have conferred of late on the 
subject of F. B. O.’s talker method 
being applied to Pathe pictures. 
The first Pathe picture which may 
be scored under the understanding 
is DeMille’s “The Godless Girl.” 


TWO MORE RUSSIANS 


Zakoro Film C»rporation, han- 
dling “Potemkin,” the first Russian 
picture brought to the United 
States, will also release “The Bear's 
Wedding” and “The Station Mas- 
ter” made by Amkino, the film-mak- 
ing subsidiary of the Soviet gov- 
ernment. 

Zakoro releases on a state right 
basis, but handles its own physical 
distribution in the metropolitan 
area, 


LUBITSCH 8 DAYS AHEAD 
Los Angeles, Feb. 14. 


Ernst Lubitsch, directing Emil 
Jannings in “The Patriot” for Par- 
amount, is eight dava ahead of 
shooting schedule, with three more 
weeks to go. 

Production started Jan. 3, with 
the schedule originally laid out for 
eight weeks. 


FOX RE-SIGNS FORD 
Los Angeles, Feb. 14. 
John Ford, who directed “Four 
Sons” and is now making “Hang- 
man’s House,” has been given a new 
contract by Fox. 
The agreement ts for another 


MIDNITE SHOW 
STOPPED UP- 
STATE 


Action May Split Roches- 
ter Ass’n—Prevented 
“Gaucho” Sunday 


Rochester, N. Y., Feb. 14. 

Cancellation of a midnight pre- 
miere of “The Gaucho” (Fairbanks) 
by the authorities on complaint of 
members of the managers’ associa- 
tion has split the organization. 

A. Fennevessy, manager of the 
Rochester theatre, where the mid- 
night show was scheduled, threat- 
ened to resign as president of the 
managers body because of the ac- 
tion of his fellow theatre men. 

“The Gaucho” was advertised to 
open at the Rochester at 11:80 Sat- 
urday evening. Rival theatre men 
pointed out to Curtis W. Baker, di- 
rector of police, that the law for- 
bade picture exhibition before 2 
p. m. Sundays, and the showing 
would run into Sunday morning. On 
that basis the official stopped the 
picture, although tickets had al- 
ready been sold for the perform- 
ance, 

Fennevessy protests that he was 
not notified of the proposed action, 
members of the association having 
been called by phone. A week ago 
Fennevessy put on a midnight show 
of Gilda Gray film and this is sup- 
posed to have inspired the oppo- 
sition of the other house managers. 


AL’S FLYING 8 


Los Angeles, Feb. 14. 

Al Christie has lost eight of his 
leading actresses to other producers 
in the last 12 months. 

They are: Ann Christy, now lead- 
ing lady for Harold Lloyd; Doris 
Dawson, now under contract to 
First National; Mariam Byron, 
with Buster Keaton on latter’s new 
M-G contract; Requel Torres, with 
M-G under a five-year contract; 
Edna Marian, offered more money 
by Hal Roach and moved; Ann 
Carter, left to play leads for U 
westerns; Natalie Joyce, offered 
lead opposite Tom Mix and now 
free lancing; Caryl Lincoln, ac- 
cepted Fox contract. 


Pathe Enticing Miss Joy, 
And Crisp Unit Due East 


Los Angeles, Feb. 14. 

Despite an unsettled inside condi- 
ition, with Leatrice Joy’s contract 
expiring March 1, Pathe-De Mille is 
preparing to make it more interest- 
ing for her to remain by selecting 
such stories as “Man-Made Wom- 
an,” “Craig’s Wife” and “Ned Mc- 
Cobb's Daughter.” The first of these 
is now in production with John 
Boles playing the male lead. 

William Boyd, principal member 
of the cast, and Donald Crisp, 
director, now producing “The Cop” 
at this studiv, will leave for New 
York to shoot the actual New York 
police background in story. 
Troupe leaves here about Feb. 20 to 
round out one of the pictures sched- 
uled, no matter what happens. 


Finance Airing 
Los Angeles, Feb. 14. 

Finances in picture making were 
aired in superior court before Judge 
Sproul when D. F. Griff and H. A. 
3ellzood testified in their suit 
against Harold M. Lewis and J. P. 
McGowan. 

According to complaint and tes- 
timony, Griff and Beilgood bought a 
third interest in the production of 
16 films which Lewis and McGowan 
were to make through Anchor Film 
Distributors of Hollywood. Griff and 
Beilzgood claimed they sank $5,000 
in the deal and produced a contract 
to that effect. 

Other two men denied having re- 
ceived this money and set up a sep- 
arate defense that the contract was 
usurious. Case under advisement 
by the court. 

Studio Name Change 
Los Angeles, Feb. 14, 

Former Richard Thomas studios 
are now operating under the name 
of Carl Art Studios. 

This action is by the owners of 
the property who cancelled Thomas’ 


year. 


lease. 
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THE CHANGES WITH 


(Continued from page 5) 


with the old Metro company back 
fm 1917. 
Lewis J. Selznick 

Lewis J. Selznick, organizer and 
head of the recent defunct Selznick 
Pictures Corporation, is now con- 
ducting and financing a loan office 
fn Los Angeles. Howard Selznick, 
his youngest son, is associated with 
his father in this new line of en- 
deavor. The elder Selznick at one 
time was looked upon as one of 
picture’s most promising executives. 

Charlies Swickard 

Charles Swickard, another direc- 
tor of features for the old Metro 
company, is one of the few old- 
timers who abandoned pictures at 
the right time when he had enough 
money to buy a raisin ranch, which 
he is operating in Fresno county. 

His brother, Josef, stepped into 
the limelight as a picture actor just 
at the time Charles quit and is now 
doing his share to perpetuate the 
name of Swickard in the picture 
business. 

A. L. Teagarden, formerly auditor 
ef General Films, is working in the 
credit department of a Los Angeles 
department store. 

Frank Dyer 

Frank Dyer, at one time president 
of the General Films, is back at his 
original profession of patent attor- 
ney, and is doing business on Wall 
street, New York. 

Jack Clarke, organizer of the old 
Kialem company and a_ powerful 
figure at that time, responsible for 
giving many of the big men in the 
business today their first chance, 1s 
now eking out a living by playing 
extra parts about the Hollywood 
studios. 

F. B. Warren, organizer of the old 
Goldwyn company, is in the per- 
fume business in New York city. 

B. A. Rolfe, organizer of the old 
Metro company, is conducting and 
operating a band in New York pic- 
ture houses and night clubs. 

Walter McNamara 

Walter McNamara wrote “Traf- 
fic in Souls,” which made the first 
million dollars for Universal, and 
later through the same writing ef- 
forts brought the late George Loane 
Tucker into the limelight, as well 
as other present-day stars. He ts 
now working for the city of Los 
Angeles, editing a municipal organ. 

Billy Garwood 

Billy Garwood, at one time a big 
Universal star, is selling clothing 
in a local gent’s furnishing store, 
and claims to be very contented. 

Gladden James, another picture 
star for the Vitagraph company, is 
now a hotel clerk in the Warner- 
Kelton Hotel, Hollywood. 


ist Film in Calif 
O. M. Gove, known to the profes- 
sion as Senator Gove, one of the 
early directors and cameraman for 
Biograph and Kalem, was the first 
to make a picture in California, 
“The California Hold-Up.” He is 
now in Hollywood, where he recent- 
ly sold his last camera to Louis B. 
Mayer and said he was ready to re- 
tire. 
J. Stuart Blackton 
Commodore J. Stuart Blackton al- 
ways identified wherever his name 
appeared as the one and only real 
pioneer of the picture business, is 
now sales manager for the selling 


of memberships in the Southern 
California Athletic and Country 
Club. 

This club was _ started several 


years ago, but through lack of or- 
ganization stopped at the excava- 
tion for a pretentious club house. 
The building will be resumed as 
s00n as sufficient memberships are 
subscribed, which should be in short 
time under the direction of the 
Commodore, who is known for or- 
ganizing a similir club in Chicago. 
Katherine MacDonald 

Katherine MacDonald, one of the 
big stars of her time and described 
as the most beautiful girl in Amer- 
ica, is now conducting a beauty 
parlor in Hollywood. 

Mary Fuller 

Mary Fuller, formerly Edison 
star, is one of the few feminine 
stars who saved her money and in- 
vested it wisely. She is said to have 
made a big fortune by speculating 
in stecks and bonds, and is believed 
to be the richest picture actress to 
the business. 

Ruth Roland 

Puth Reland is another example 
cf making the best of the game by 
investing her earnings in real estate 
having made investments at the 
proper time. She is now rated asa 
wealthy operator of pay dirt, with 
Cc... of the most exclusive residen- 
tial districts in Los Angeles named 


survive 


after her for no other reason than 
she bought it at hay-field prices. 
Miss Roland keeps in touch with 
theatricals by an occasional] tour 
in vaudeville, and can be heard 
every once in a while broadcasting 
her “Blue” songs over one of the 
local radio stations. These, however, 
are broadcast in the interest of pro- 
moting her real estate business, 
J. J. Kennedy 
J. J. Kennedy, one cf the big men 
in General Films, at one time its 
president when G. F. was called 
“The Trust,” and always an en- 
gineer, has given up the picture bus- 
iness entirely. He is reported at 
present in the construction line, 
Doc Willat 

Doe Willat started in the picture 
business with Carl Laemmle in the 
old Imp days. Doc was the first to 
experiment in this country with 
technicolor films. He is now in the 
real estate business. 

Campbell McCulloch 
Campbell McCulloch, pioneer 
theatrical agent and later publicity 
director for the old Triangle, is now 
in Hollywood writing for the 
Christian Science Monitor. 

John A. Barry, assistant to D. W. 
Griffith on “The Birth of a Nation,” 
{s now a member of the firm of 
Barry & Barry, realtors, in north- 
east Hollywood. 
Horkheimers 
The Horkheimer brothers, organ- 
izers of the Balboa Pictures Cor- 
poration at Long Beach, Calif., are 
now engaged in the real estate bus- 
iness in Hollywood. 
Albert E. Smith, president of the 
Vitagraph company is retired from 
the picture business, active in real 
estate dealings in Los Angeles. 
William Jenner, former film dis- 
tributor and later responsible for 
elevating Harry Langdon into the 
feature comedy field, is delving into 
real estate. He is said to possess a 
large orange grove in Orange coun- 
ty, Cal. 
George K. Spoor 
George K. Spoor, one of the or- 
ganizers of Essanay, abandoned the 
producing of pictures to become an 
inventor. He is said to have spent 
some six or seven million dollars 
in trying to perfect stereoscopic pic- 
tures, while his former partner, 
Broncho Billy Anderson, is reported 
to be somewhere in San Francisco 
directing stage plays. 
Col. W. H. Selig 

Col. W. H. Selig, one of the earli- 
est film producers, is more or less 
retired from the show business, with 
vast real estate holdings in Los 
Angeles. He derives a nice income 
from the Selig Zoo, where people 
are allowed to enter and look at the 
animals for so much a head. 

This list is not complete. It will 
be added to in future issues of Va- 
riety. 


Educat’l Closing Mar. 15 


Los Angeles, Feb. 14. 
Educational Studios close March 
15 for two months. Closing is 
brought about through entire prod- 
uct for this season being already 
made, and a good portion of next 
gseason’s product completed. 


U. A. BORROWS LA ROCQUE 


Los Angeles, Feb. 14. 
United Artists has borrowed Rod 


La Roque from DeMille for “La 
Piava,” to be directed by Fred 
Niblo. 


This picture was to have been & 


starring production for Gloria 
Swanson. She, however, elected not 
to do it and Lupe Velez will play 


the feminine lead. 


BROOKS-ARLEN AS TEAM 
Los Angeles, Feb. 14. 
Louise Brooks and Richard Arlen 
will be featured in “Beggars of 
Life,” Jim Tully's story. 
William Wellman to direct for 
Paramount with production in April. 
This takes Arlen out of the new 
Fields-Conklin comedy. 


KERRY’S FIRST M-G 
Los Angeles, Feb, 14. 
Norman Kerry’s first chore as a 
free lance actor, since expiration of 
his contract with Universal, is for 
M-G as lead in “Tides of Empire.” 
Al Rogell, former First National 
director, will megaphone. 


Bill Leyser Resigns 
Los Angeles, Feb. 14. 
Billy Leyser, assistant publicity 
diréctor at DeMille studios; has re- 
signed, effective Feb. 18. 
Leyser, former Cleveland news- 
paperman, has been with the com- 
pany for about two years. 


GREAT STATES ADDING 
THREE NEW HOUSES 


Chicago, Feb. 14. 
Great States Theatres, Inc., sub- 
sidiary of Publix, is completing 
plans for several -ew houses during 
1928 and wil. acquire others. 
Acquisition of the La Sallie thea- 
tre, La Salle, l., occurred last 
week, with the house’s former own- 
er, E. G. Newman, retained as man- 
ager. Great States also has the 
Majestic, in this town, playing pic- 
tures, Vitaphone and Sunday stage 
shows. Included on the 1928 build- 
ing program are two new houses, 
one at Decatur and one in Aurora, 
TH. 
Decatur’s new house is to be car- 
ried by a presentation policy. The 
circuit’s other house in Decatur, the 
Lincoln Square, has a straight pic- 
ture policy. At Aurora the organi- 
zation already has three houses, one 
of which will be razed for commer- 
cial purposes when the new theatre 
is completed. Aurora business men 
are financing, with Great States to 
lease and operate with a stage band 
policy. 


Brenon-Thalberg Cutting 


“Clown” in New York 


Los Angeles, Feb. 14. 
Herbert Brenon has finished 
making “Laugh, Clown, Laugh” for 
M-G and arrives in New York this 
week to cut the picture. When it is 
assembled, he will go over it with 
Irving Thalberg, who is stopping off 
in New York for a few days before 
sailing for Europe. 
Brenon is to remain in New 
York until the latter part of March, 
then returns here to resume his 
contract with United Artists. 
Thalberg will take a print of 
“Trail” to Europe so that Robert 
W. Service, who inspired the story 
and is living abroad, can see it. 


ELECTRICIAN KILLED 
Los Angeles, Feb. 14. 

Thomas Rafferty, 35, electrician 
at Fox studios, fell from a set on 
which he was working and was 
killed. He died at the Dickey and 
Cass Emergency Hospital in Holly- 
wood. 

Rafferty, an old studio employee, 
was wiring some lights from a run- 
way atop a stage where Richard 
Rosson was directing. He lost his 
balance and toppled to the ground 
suffering a broken neck. 


REINHARDT AND GISH 
Los Angeles, Feb. 14. 

Joseph M. Schenck announces 
that Max Reinhardt will be here in 
April to direct “The Miracle 
Woman” for United Artists. Lil- 
Han Gish will be starred. 

Miss Gish has conferred with 
Reinhardt in New York and is ex- 
pected here in several weeks. 


McGOWAN’S VAUDE STORY 
Los Angeles, Feb. 14. 
Jack McGowan, author of “Ex- 
cess Baggage” and brought to the 
coast by M-G, is writing an original 
with a vaudeville background for 
that company. 


CASTING AGENCY’S OFFICERS 
Los Angeles, Feb. 14. 

Officers for the ensuing year of 
the Central Casting Corp., which 
supplies the extra talent to mem- 
bers of the Association of Motion 
Picture Producers, are Fred W. 
Beetson, president; Irving G. Thal- 
berg and Wm. R. Fraser, vice-presi- 
dents, and Saul Wurtzel, treasurer. 


AILEEN PRINGLE’S CONTRACT 
Los Angeles, Feb. 14. 

Aileen Pringle has a new contract 
with M-G-M, providing for 26 con- 
secutive weeks’ work at $1,000 a 
week, with an option beyond that 
period. 

Two of four pictures in which 
Miss Pringle will appear under the 
new terms will be as co-feature 
with Lew Cody. 


English 6-Reeler in N. Y. 

Six-reeler, “The Woman Tempt- 
ed,” made in England by the Ward- 
our Film Co., has reached New York 
for distribution. 

The Aywon Film Exchange has 
taken the film and may handle it on 
state rights basis. 

In the cast are Julienne Compton 
and Warwick Ward. 


Seitz Directing “Storm” 
Los Angeles, 14. 
George Seitz will direct 
the Storm” for Columbia. 
Hobart Bosworth is to be 
tured, 


To the Letter 


San Francisco, Feb. 14. 
Fanchon and Marco’s local 
production office received a 
booking and billing sheet from 
Los Angeles lining up a forth- 
coming show at the Granada. 
Closely following instruction 
to always enumerate “male” 
or “female” after acts’ names, 
the sheet read, in part: 
“Goebel’s Lions, 3 M; 

nard’s Dogs, 1 F, 2 M.” 
Numerous other M’s and F’s 
listed, but they were rightly so. 


Ber- 


LOEW’S SYRACUSE OPENING 


“West Point” as Film—A. Anderson 
as House Mgr—Opens Saturday 


Syracuse, Feb. 14. 
Loew’s new State, opening Satur- 
day morning, will have Andrew An- 
derson transferred to Syracuse from 
a Loew theatre in Dayton, O., as 
house manager. Anderson replaces 
G. A. Pennock, of Pittsburgh, orig- 
inally selected for the local berth, 
Sanford Forkus comes from 
Loew’s State, St. Louis, as assistant 
manager, while William McGrath, 
transferred from Loew’s Washing- 
ton theatre, will handle publicity 
and advertising. Bruce Brummett 
and Ralph Pollock, both of Los An- 
geles, will serve as musical direc- 
tor and leader of the stage band, 
respectively. Paul M. Forster, whose 
prior local affiliations have been the 
Empire, and Eckel will be the fea- 
tured organist. 
Loew’s faces hot opposition from 
local picture houses. The Strand 
starts a two-weeks’ run of “The 
Circus,” while the Eckel’s counter 
attraction is “Patent Leather Kid.” 
“King of Kings’ comes to the Wiet- 
ing Sunday. Loew’s inaugural pro- 
gram embraces “West Point” (M-G) 
and a Publix unit. 


Pathe Comics 


' Los Angeles, Feb. 14. 
Del Lord is now dickering with 
Pathe to produce sHort subject com- 
edies. 
Negotiations were commenced 
after F. Richard Jones had turned 
down a proposition made by the 
company, claiming that he couldn't 
turn out suitable two-reel comedies 
at a maximum budget of $20,000. 

Understanding is that negoti- 
ations with Lord will be closed this 
week. 


Sennett’s 4 For F. N. 


Los Angeles, Feb. 14, 

Mack Sennett is reported nego- 
tiating with First National to pro- 
duce four full-length features com- 
edies for the °28-’29 program. 

It is also likely that First Na- 
tional will release “The Goodbye 
Kiss,” which Sennett produced on 
his own prior to closing his studio 
last month. 


INSPIRATION’S “INSPIRATION” 
Los Angeles, Feb. 14. 

“Inspiration” is the title of a pic- 
ture which Halperin Bros. will make 
for Inspiration release through 
United Artists. It’s an original by 
Rupert Hughes, 

William K. Howard will direct, 
although under a two-picture con- 
tract with DeMille, only one of 
which will be completed when he 
starts on “Inspiration.” 


ANOTHER ‘“COHENS-KELLYS” 
Los Angeles, Feb. 14. 
Another ‘“‘Cohens and Kellys” will 
be made by Universal. This time 
the plot will be laid in Turkey. 
Matt Taylor is making the screen 
treatment of story by Edward Mon- 
tagne. Henry Pollard will direct. 


CLARA BOW’S “FLEET” 
Los Angeles, Feb. 14. 

Raymond Cannon and J. Walter 
Rubin are writing adaptation of 
“The Fleet's In” for Paramount. 

Clara Bow will be starred, with 
production supervision hy Ben 
Zeidman. 


CHAPLIN’S “SUICIDE CLUB” 


Los Angeles, Feb. 14. 
Charlie Chaplin expects to. get 
into production on his next picture 
by March 1. 
It will probably be “The Suicide 
Clab:* 


4-Year-Old for “Gang” 
Los Angeles, Feb. 14. 
Mary Ann Jackson, four-year-old 


screen actress, was signed to a five- 
; year contract by Hal Roach, She 
;Will appear in “Our Gang 
j edies.” 


( om- 


SEATS 
181 SITES: WHOA 
DETROIT! 


Racing Chi’s Film Ca- 
pacities—Localities Esti- 
mate 25% Overseated 


Detroit, Feb. 14. 

With 181 picture-playing thee 
atres, representing an aggregate of 
184,500 seats, and a liberal increase 
slated for the current and coming 
years, Detroit is speedily gaining on 
Chicago in the race for the inter- 
city over-seating championship of 
America. 

While a local eivic bureau was 
proudly divulging figures on the- 
atres and seats last week, Detroit 
showmen were’ increasing the 
volume of their bewailments. Esti- 
mates released by the bureau eme 
brace only such houses as play pice 


tures. 

According to gentlemen sup- 
posedly in the know, right now De- 
troit is over-seated by almost 25 
per cent. Most of the complaints 
are due to a noticeable depression 
that began recently and still con- 
tinues, though it is possible the 
slump itself is a direct cause of a 
temporary disinclination to attend 
theatres, 

Kunsky’s 10,550 Seats 


The period most notably con- 
tributory to the town’s seating 
capacity has been that of the past 
five years. During that time 60 
new houses, or about 75,000 seats, 
have been added. The foremost 
contributor to local seating has been 
the Kunsky enterprises, who occupy 
a position here similar to that of 
Balaban & Katz in Chicago. This 
company has constructed in the past 
five years three downtown houses, 
Michigan, Capitol and State, nume- 
bering between them 10,550 chairs, 
These are in addition to other and 
older vaude-film and straight pic- 
ture stands operated by Kunsky in 
the business district. The Michigan 
and Capitol play stage band pre- 
sentations, while the State splits 
Loew vaude with films. Kunsky 
has discontinued building downtown 
lately, but is still very active in the 
neighborhoods. 

Other large stands to open during 
that time are the Oriental, Miles- 
operated and local possessor of the 
Pan franchise, and the United 
Artists, seating 2,000, which ree 
cently opened. The new Fox house, 
seating 5,000 and replacing Fox’s 
Washington, a smaller and older 
theatre and regarded as better 
suited for legit, is nearing comple- 
tion for opening in the fall. 

The Koppin circuit, an enterprise 
ing independent organization con- 
trolling 21 houses in and about De- 
troit, suddenly dropped all plans for 
the construction of three new the- 
atres when the current general 
slump gained ominous proportions. 
That might be a true tip-off on the 
over-seating idea, in that it shows 
Koppin as unwilling to chance 
furthering the depression by in- 
creasing the number of seats. 


CHRISTIANSON’S F. N. FILM 
Los Angeles, Feb. 14. 

First National has signed Benjamin 
Christiansen to direct Milton Sills 
in “Night Birds,” underworld story. 
J. T. O’Donohue, adapting, with Wid 
Gunning unit producer. 

Christiansen was brought to this 
country from Sweden by M-@ a 
couple of years ago. directed two 
pictures for that company, but did 
not have his contract renewed. 


CHANEY’S NEXT 
Los Angeles, Feb. 14. 
“The Bugle Sound.” a _ story of 
North Africa, by General Zinovi 
Petchkoff, will be Lon Chaney’s 
next. 
George Hill is to direct. 


The cast of “His Country,” feat- 
uring Rudolph Schildkraut for De 
Mille, includes Louis Netheaux, 
Fritz Feld, Louise Dresser, Lucien 
Littlefield, Robert Edeson, Milton 
Holmes and Linda Landa. 


Cecil B. De Mille wil! adapt 


“Celebrity,” stage plav bv Willard 


Kecfe for the screen, 


Wiiliam Boyd 


starred, 
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BRITISH FILM FIELD 


End of the L. T. V. Circuit—Kine-Vaudeville Coming 


—200 Theatres Aimed At—The Big and the 
Little Circuit Plan—Ingram for “British” Pic- 


tures? — Star-Finding 


and Tests — Wembley, 


Harrow and Some Others—About Folk 


By Frank Tilley 


London, Feb. 5. 


It is a curious freak of fate that 
the L. T. V. houses should have 
come back, even nominally, to Wal- 
ter Gibbons. For it was out of the 
one-time Gibbons Circuit that 
Charles Gulliver expanded and cre- 
ated the L. T. V. chain, some of 
which passes now under Gibbons’ 
control to form part of the 200 the- 
atre circuit at which Szarvasy, 
Beaverbrook, the Standard Film 
Company and Provincial Cinemato- 
graph Theatres are aiming. 

Some $3,850,000 is being paid for 
the Palladium, Holborn Empire, 
Penge Empire, and the stock of the 
Variety Theatres Controlling Co., 
which the L. T. V. owned. Addi- 
tionally, $550,000 is being paid for 
the freehold of the land on which 
the Palladium stands. Out of this 
money all encumbrances, mortgages, 
debentures and other Habilities have 
to be met. Deposited on this deal is 
$375,000, and the balance has to be 
paid by Feb. 11. 

This finally disposes of the L. T. V. 
theatres, 17 of which were sold some 
time ago to Summers Brown, Sidney 
Bernstein and others for $4,000,000, 
$1,000,000 in cash and the rest in 
debentires. 


Other Acquisitions 


Additionally, the group for which 
Gibbons is operating is declared to 
have purchased the Gordon Circuit, 
involving the Lyric Super Cinema, 
Mere Lane Super, Homer Cinema, 
Grosvenor Picture House, Rice Lane 
Picture House, and the Royal Pic- 
ture House, all in Liverpool; the 
Royal Hippodrome, and the new 
Rialto, Liverpool; the Haigh houses, 
which include 10 in Liverpool, two 
in Birkenhead, and one in Wallasey; 
the Shapecro theatres at Notting- 
ham; the Levy Circuit, which con- 
sists of 15 theatres in London, Bir- 
mingham, Birkenhead, Liverpool, 
Leeds, Newcastle, Middlesbrough, 
and Nuneaton, and five of the seven 
Hyams’ theatres, including’ the 
newly opened Broadway, Stratford, 
the Canterbury, Lambeth, the Im- 
perial, Stratford, and two houses at 
Hoxton. These latter are all neigh- 
borhood houses in London, and the 
purchase price is said to have been 
$2,300,000. 

Further deals are in progress, and 
a start has been made towards get- 
ting together the executive to run 
this circuit. Harold Lipson, for- 
merly in charge of the Goldwyn 
Liverpool branch office, and lately 
with Producers’ Distributing Co., 
has left this week to join the Gib- 
bons’ outfit, and Adney Gibbons, son 
of Sir Walter and god-son of the 
late Adney Payne (who, curiously, 
at one time owned the Canterbury 
theatre, now bought by the Gibbons’ 
combine), is being sent to New York 
and Chicago to look at the theatres 
there, especially those running films 
and vaudeville, to see what it is all 


about. 
The Financial End 
According to Gibbons, the group 
behind these deals have a capital of 
$59,000,000. Maybe he means that 
will be the capital of the ultimate 


company. Meanwhile, an invest- 
ment trust has been floated, under 
the title of the 1928 Investment 
Trust, Ltd., with a capital of $2,- 
250,000, and it is to be the holding 
eompany for these theatre interests. 

Its directors include F. A. Szar- 
wasy, admittedly the real operator 
behind the theatre buying. The 
financial house of Marcus Samuel & 
Co. is mnuking the issue, and the 
chairman is Viscount Bearstead, a 
director of Marcus Samuel, and him- 
self a member of the Samuel family. 
Others on the board are Col. Ber- 
tram, Abel Smith, of Marcus Samuel 
Co.; the Hon. James Moncrieff Bal- 
four, O.B E., chairman of the Stock- 
holders’ Investment Trust: Lionel 


Arthur Stride, of the Industrial and 
General Trust, and Rudolph Edgar 
Francis de Trafford, a partner in 
Higginson Co., merchant bankers. 
This flotation was subscribed to 
for $500,000 before the prospectus 
was issued, and the publie was asked 
to buy the balance in $50 stock at 


par, convertible Aug. 1 this year 
into 26 preference stock and $4 
Ordinary. The issue was made and 


the lisis closed before 10 in the 
morning of the same day, owing to 
Over-subscription. 


Some Other Ends 
Despite the plain deductions to be 
Made from the various connections 
of Szarvaisy, a story was printed 


naming l.ord Rothermere as behind 
this ti ire combine. As Rother- 
mere, vio owns the “Daily Mail,” 
“Daily Mirror,” “Evening News," 
“Sunday Pictorial’ and a number of 


Oiher “over a million a dav” eir- 
culition nowspapers, is at the mo- 
TY ‘t'ng in America, but his 
r : here tell me there Ig 


no truth whatever in the story and 
a denial is being made in Rother- 
mere’s papers. 

Denials coming from film execu- 
tives are one thing. A denial com- 
ing in published form from the 
“Daily Mail” centre is another. And 
can be accepted. 


Only suggestion I can offer for 
the circulation of the story coupling 
Rothermere with the Szarvasy group 
is that it was either kite flying or 
to draw attention away from the 
real operators. 

Meantime, fresh deals go on every 
day, and the purchases already 
amount to over 200 theatres. Some 
of these are small houses, not all the 
buying being confined to key and 
first-run halls. 


I think, from all the moves and 
the fragments of evidence procur- 
able the main idea is this: 


To form two chains, one composed 
of the pick of the Provincial Cine- 
matograph houses, plus the best and 
biggest of those now being acquired, 
which 
toria, Capitol, Palladium, New Gal- 
lery, Palace, and, just outside the 
West End, the Kensington. With 
these a pre-release and key theatre 
chain will be formed, playing ahead 
of first runs, and using flash pres- 
entations and perhaps vaudeville 
acts of the feature type. 


With the smaller houses a second 
chain will be linked to the first, to 
be used for neighborhood first runs 
in the case of the best of these 
houses, and for second and third 
run in the matter of the rest. 


Thus, with around 4(C0 theatres, 
such a combine would have prac- 
tically all the cream of the release 
in bulk to offer to a distributor, and 
if, as seems self-evident, the new 
combine is allied with the P. C. T.- 
First National-Pathe-Standard-Me- 
tro Goldwyn-United Artists’ the- 
atres mergers it will have sufficient 
product under its own control to be 
independent of the other distribu- 
tors, even of Paramount, except on 
its own terms. 


How Paramount would react to 
such a situation remains to be seen. 
But at the moment they affirm they 
are not going into the theatre field 
here save to the key house extent 
they are already in, and figure there 
will ultimately be three big circuits 
here controlling all the picture 
houses, one of which will have to go 
to Paramount to assure itself a reg- 
ular line of product. 

This is likely to bring about the 
position which nearly came through 
when Picture Playhouses was being 
formed in 1919, and Famous was ac- 
cused of going into the theatre field 
and denied it. All they were doing 
was to arrange a contract on which 
Picture Playhouses would agree to 
take the Famous program for 21 
years. 


Another line of houses coming 
into the Gibbons-Szarvasy group, 
by the way, is expected to be the 
Mears’ houses. These include the 
Kensington, the pre-release house 
of London’s finest West End suburb; 
the Richmond Hippodrome and two 
picture houses in the same town, 
and another at East Sheen. 


Already, apart from any connec- 
tion with Provincial Cinematograph 
Theatres, the Szarvasy circuit has 
hopelessly outclassed the Gaumont- 
British theatres end, with whom in 
several cases their theatres will be 
in direct competition, for of the only 
Gaumont-British two big houses in 
town the Marble Arch Pavilion is 
out of date and the Shepherd’s Bush 
Pavilion is cut into by the Kensing- 
ton. 

Gaumont-British have, I under- 
stand, partly checked this latter po- 
sition by acquiring the West Ken. 


Super, another big house situated 
about midway between the Ken- 
sington and the Shepherd’s Bush 
Pavilion. 


A Test Library 

For some time there have been 
fragmentary discussions among the 
lilm group of the Federation of 
British Industries as to the need 
for forming some kind of centralized 
library of film tests, storing all tests 
made by directors, as well as foot- 
age cut out of films in the making 
But no one appears to get down to 
it, and any outside suggestion of 
carrying the thing through is re- 
ceived coldly. 

Now, Fred Alfred. a film broker, 
well known on both sides of the 
Atlantic, is going to do it on hls 
own account and run it in conjunc- 
tion with a casting agency. Deal- 
ing in foreign rights of British films 
and in United Kingdom rights of 
foreign films, he has a projection 
theatre which he has equipped as 
a test studio, and is frankly going 


‘uul to find new talent, give it tests 


include in London the As-. 


and exploit it at his own expense 
and risk. 

Somebody has got to find some 
native stars, anyway, if we are go- 
ing through with the compulsory 
film making forced on us by a 
beneficent government. Unless we 
<“o on paying high salaries to Amer- 
ican stars whose exhibition value 
has passed its zenith. 


Where Are the Pictures? 

Stockholders in some of the re- 
cent promotions are beginning to 
ask when some work is going to be 
started which does not involve ex- 
pensive trips on the part of the ex- 
ecutive to Nice and other delecta- 
ble spots on the Continent. 

One company has got so far as to 
put Gertrude Lawrence under con- 
tract and ship Marshall Neilan over 
to direct her. That's British Film- 
craft. Another has rented floor 
space at Islington from Piccadilly 
Pictures, and is to make a start on 
“The Ringer” as soon as Frances 
Murillo delivers the scenario. That's 
British Lion. Another is casting for 
“Juan Jose,” and sending folk over 
to Paris so the director can make 
screen tests .here before contract- 
ing them. That’s Whitehall Films. 
Another has Alice Joyce under con- 
tract, paying her $2,500 a week. 
They haven’t started yet, but figure 
to get to the beginning of “The Ris- 
ing Generation” shortly. Also dick- 
ering for Dolores del Rio for the 
part of Tondoleyo in “White Cargo.” 
That’s W. P. Films-Neoart, not yet 
floated on the public, but coming. 

Julius Hagen, who walked out 
on W. P. Films Jan. 1 after gross- 
ing them over $400,000 on their two 
films, ‘“‘The Fake” and “The Fur- 
ther Adventures of the Flag Lieu- 
tenant,” and his associates have a 
part negative cost and continental! 
distribution arrangement with Nor- 
disk of Copenhagen, and are dick- 
ering with the studios and a star 
director before they go to the public 
for money. 

Altogether there’s lots of talk, 
much figuring on the lunchtime ta- 
blecloth, and mighty little picture 
making at the present time. A rush 
is predicted around the middle of 
March. 

But who'll get the rushing? 


Wembley Again 

Cropping up again, this is. Seems 
Rupert Mason wanted to have Lord 
Wemyss on the board, so he asked 
Ralph Pugh to step off. Pugh didn’t 
see why, but finally agreed, subject 
to putting a nominee in his place. 
Put one Dickson, associated with 
A. E. Abrahams. 

Then Mason went along, with one 
Well, to promote. Went around. 
Rather hi-hatted British Authors’ 
Productions Company, though it 
owns 95 per cent of the stock of 
the Wembley company. Bit of an 
egoist, Mason appears to be. Any- 
way. 

Things have veered Pugh’s way 
again. He is back on the board, 
claims he has the finance, and it 
looks like Mason may get left out. 
But you never can tell. 

Second thought: You can tell, but 
you don’t always tell right! Wish- 
ing Pugh the best for a hard work- 
er if nothing else. 


A Harrowing Story 

Fellow named Herbert Wilcox di- 
rected “Madame Pompadour,” “Lon- 
don” and “Tiptoes.” Better forget 
the last two. Promoting now. With 
Neilson Keyes. Nelson and Herbert 
handing each other bouquets. Got 
a good press agent. Billy Batten. 
Used to be news editor of the 
“Weekly Dispatch.” 

Made a film called ‘Dawn,” 
Around the story of Nurse Cavell. 
Pauline Frederick was to have 
played lead, and _ didn’t. Sybil 
Thorndike did. Now, with the pic- 
ture finished, and some land at Har- 
row, and some stories and plays, in- 
cluding “When Knights Were Bold,” 
they’re promoting a $2,000,000 com- 


pany. And they'll probably get the 
money. 
Whozool 
Appears a newspaperman fixed 


the Ingram-Terry-Blattner contract. 
Better not say who, or the Critics’ 
Circle will start going round and 
round again. 


Ses FE. A. Baughan, dear old chap, 
he being film critic for the ‘Daily 
News,” ses he to me, “Why do you 
write for ‘Variety,’ that dreadful 
paper?” Which, coming from him, 
is the best compliment I’ve had yet. 


Even when a fellow like Harry 
Rowson, regular commuter between 
here and New York, tells me “Va- 
riety” carries more British film 
news than all the trade papers in 
this territory it doesn’t give me a 
bigger thrill than a pan from one 
of the circle! 


British Filmcraft starts shooting 
Feb. 20, with Mickey Neilan di- 
recting Gertrude Lawrence in a 
story by Edmund Goulding, working 
title “Sometime, Somehow.” Ain't 
any of these fellows got a sense of 
humor? 


Harry and Jack Warner have 


been in London, and have now gone! 


to Nice. Nothing to say, as usual BRITISH FILM IMPORTS | 


The Thames isn’t the only flood. 
There’s Archie Selwyn, Blanche 
Sweet. Holmes Walton, Alice Joyce 
and Monty Banks, all here or on 
their way. And Alec Francis, Vilma 
Banky, Holmes Herbert, old Uncle 
Tom Cobley and more to come, 


A. E. Newbould, formerly member 
of Parliament for West Leyton, and 
an early president of the C. E. A,, 
has come back into the film busi- 
ness as publicity manager for P. C. 
T. and its allied companies. He also 
runs a printing business as Palmer 
Newbould. No relation to Walton 
Newbould, the Communist M. P. 


In May, 1925, Hersch Bear Abra- 
ham Rosenheim, an unnaturalized 
Roumanian who renamed himself 
Harry Rose, formed a _ producing 
company with a capital of $8,000, 
alloting himself 4,000 20-cent 
shares. Later he sold his interest 
to another director for $200. 

Now he has failed for $25,200. 


Manchester branch of the Exhibi- 
tors’ Association has just had to 
foot a bill for $2,000, cost of its die- 
hard agitation against the film bill. 


There are being discovered lots of 
ways of driving a freight train clean 
through the film bill. Producing 
firm offers a writer $8,000 to write a 
script. Then discover he isn’t a 
British subject, as called for by the 
bill. He just gets someone to give 
their name to a contract and alibi 
his work for a coupla hundred 
bucks, and he pouches the rest. 

Then as to booking ahead, con- 
tracts are being made with dates 
left blank, and another contract is 
made on the side agreeing to close 
the first contract on a date which 
will bring the booking within the 
law. Thus the salesman still gets 
his far ahead bookings, despite leg- 
islation and all that. 


Jacques D’Auray, one-time pic- 
ture actor in Hollywood, is here 
with Sidney Olcott as his assistant. 


British Instructional Film Com- 
pany, New Era Film Co., and Gau- 
mont signed with British Dominions 
Proprietary Co. of Melbourne, Aus- 
tralia, to release 20 British films in 
the Antipodes. The Australian com- 
pany is semi-government supported. 


Latest deal of the Gibbons-Szar- 
vasy combine is for the Thompson- 
Collins circuit, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 
There are seven theatres in this cir- 
cuit, and the purchase price is be- 
lieved to be $1,250,000. The two 
brothers Collins formerly ran the 
Famous Players’ northern territory 
offices. 


Stories of an ape-man scaring 
women and children in London sub- 
urbs are being reported to the police 
almost daily. Suspect this is being 
planted for advance publicity on 
“Moulin Rouge.” 

If so, this is about the surest way 
invented of getting in wrong with 
the press and the authorities since 
Harry Reichenbach  pulied his 
“Wanted for Bigamy” police bills 
here some six years ago. 


Newspapers Want to Play 

Several of the London dailies are 
trying to tie up with producing 
companies on story schemes. Want 
to run competitions for stories 
which the papers will serialize, the 
producing company taking the 
screen rights. 

Dailies figure it would be a good 
circulation stunt for them and also 
publicize a picture ahead. But as 
they want the producers to put up 
the prize money they have drawn 
blank so far. 

One paper, believed to be the 
“Daily Mail,” has suggested the 
producer furnish $5,000 for prize 
money and take the film rights in 
return. But not even British In- 
ternational sees the point from the 
picture angle on such a scheme. 

The Quota Full 

Though the quota only calls for 
some 70 films at the average rate 
of our yearly consumption, there 
are already over 100 productions 
scheduled for this year and 
new production companies’ are 
growing all over the place, some 
overnight, some underground. 

So there won’t be any difficulty 
in choosing stuff to fill the distribu- 
tors’ end of the quota. But it will 
be mighty interesting to see what 
and from where Famous, Fox, Uni- 
versal and Warners take their 
necessary British stuff. The rest of 
the American organizations seem 
to be taken care of already by their 
affiliations. 

Welwyn Deal Closed 

Foreshadowed by Variety, the deal 
between A. E Bundy’s company, 
British Instructional Films, and the 
Welwyn Garden City authorities, 
has now been closed, and is one of 
some magnitude, 

Two studios are to be built at 
once, arrangements having been 
made between the company and the 
city authorities for work to go on 
day and night so John Buchan’'s 
“Conquest” can be shot during July, 
next. 

Site is 20 acres, near to the Great 
North Road and adjoining the 
North-Eastern Railway, with a 
rapid rail service to London. The 
town already possesses iron works, 
modellers’ shops and  ferro-con- 
crete plants, and ite recently built 


DOUBLE—EXPORTS DROP 


Washington, Feb. 14. 

British import on film for the 
first 11 months of 1927 amounted 
to more than twice the footage of 
the same period in 1926, according 
to the Department of Commerce. 

United Kingdom’s imports of afl 
kinds of film, raw, negative and 
positive, from all countries, ran to 
78,000,000 linear feet against 32,- 
000,000 the previous year. 

Of this, 73,000,000 feet was raw 
film. There was an approximate 
gain of 2,000,000 feet in positives. 

Exports over the same period dis- 
close a drop for 1927 under 1926. 


“Parade’s” Texas 25c 


Houston, Tex., Feb. 14. 

“The Big Parade,” which M-G de- 
clared would play all this season at 
50 cents top, is now making a tour 
of the wards at a price not exceeding 
half that amount. The four 
and 600 seaters, playing the super 
70-30 and 60-40 and sometimes, it 
is said, on flat rentals, expected big 
results. 


Scotch Exhib Joins Co. 


London, Feb. 14. 
Robert Buchanan, prominent 
Scotch exhibitor, joins the Welsh 
Pearson company, to be floated 
shortly. 


Strikes and Spares Break 
Up Maine Love Scenes 


Freeport, Me., Feb. 14. 

Rattle of falling pins on bowling 
alleys may be fitting accompani- 
ment to battle scenes, but it’s dis- 
quieting during the love stuff. Pa- 
trons of the Nordica theatre say 
that unless they can enjoy their 
movies without strikes and spares, 
they'll seek. their amusement else- 
where. 

So Leon P. Gorman has filed a 
bill in equity against the bowling 
alley proprietor next door which 
would enjoin the alleys from oper- 
ating on three nights a week, when 
the shows are in progress. 


HOUSE MGR. ROBBED 
St. Louis, Feb. 14, 
Frank Griffin, manager of the 
Lowell, north side neighborhood 
house, was preparing to drive home 
from the theatre Wednesday night 
when a bandit jumped into his car 
and forced him to drive to the 
Hall’s Ferry road. Griffin was 
robbed of $146 and a revolver. A 
second car followed and the robber 
escaped in that machine. 
Griffin had his car to drive back 
to town and notified the police, 


W. C. NEW DIVISION 
Portland, Ore., Feb. 14. 
West Coast has separated the 
Portland and Seattle territory, with 
Richard Sier coming here from W. 
C., in California, as Oregon division 
manager in this section. 
Herschel Stuart remains in 
charge of the Seattle district. 


Doman, P. A. Changes Post 


Los Angeles, Feb. 14. 
Robert Doman, who left the post 
of publicity director at the United 
Artists theatre, is going to the 
Million Dollar in the same capacity. 
Doman replaces Eddie Hitchcock, 
who will be sent to San Francisco. 


picture theatre, which seats 1,200, 
is to remain closed in the afternoon 
so it can be used for projecting 
rushes, 

Welwyn Garden City is run by & 
limited liability compcfnry, headed 
by Sir Theodore Chambers, K.B.B 
Back of the placing of these studios 
there is the idea of further promo- 
tion of housing schemes, the chief 
function of the Garden City com- 


ny. 

“>on like it will be a question 
of rivalry between Elstree and 
Welwyn, as the main idea on which 
the former place is being operated 
is real estate promotion and sell- 
ing. 

John Maxwell, of British Intere 
national, is back from _ Berlin. 
Oystering, but something to do with 
Dupont first and the Ufa product 
next, probably. 

Harley Knoles starts shooting for 
Westminster Films, on “The Rising 
Generation.” Alice Joyce and 
Jameson Thomas as the leads. “The 
White Sheik,” which Knoles made 
for British International, is to be 
pre-viewed Tuesday. 

Georg Jacoby, German director 
who made “The Fake,” is to direct 
Henry Arthur Jones’ “The Phys 


siclan” for Gaumont 
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PICTURES 


INSIDE 


ON PICTURES 


Stanley Company's new president, Irving Rossheim, intends to build up 
@ personal operating organization, it is said, with himself at the head. 
With all departments capably manned and co-ordinating, Rossheim 
believes, according to the story, that the Stanley in the executive fashion 
will be running properly. 

Rossheim’s friends say that as an executive he’s efficient In every way; 
what knowledge he may lack in the direction of theatres or showmanship 
will be overcome by his departmental organization. 

Meanwhile it’s reported that the factional differences among the Stanley 
stockholders remain much the same as has been hitherto reported, None 
of the factions is outwardly making any undue efforts to control the com- 
pany, with the Rossheim regime to be permitted to give an example 
of its prowess. 

A report that some disappointment exists within Abe Sablosky and 
Jacob Fabian through not stepping into the office of Stanley’s president 
fs denied. Sablosky is vice-president and also J. J. McGuirk’s partner 
fn general business. With McGuirk leaving the Stanley presidency, to 
become chairman of its board, it was not anticipated Sablosky would 
wish to advance into what his partner had vacated. With Fabian it 
geemed a matter of not being able to please all of the factions with 
Fabian besides the large New Jersey theatre holder of the Stanley chain. 

Rossheim’s situation with Stanley is not unlike that of C. B. Hawley, 
president of First National, and looked upon as a Stanley appointment. 
Mr. Hawley walked into the picture producer’s highest post from com- 
mercia! (banking) life. With First National Mr. Hawley concerns him- 
self only with the business end in New York and but nominally with 
the producing studios on the coast. He is reported to have a year's con- 
tract, probably with an option. 


On a Fox site of many acres near Santa Monica, Calif., Winnie Shee- 
han is supervising, through expert consulting engineers, two talking pic- 
ture and acoustical stages, each 325 x 200 feet. The stages will be 35 
feet in height. 

For sound proofness, the stages will be located in the centre of the 
site, midway between two boulevards and a half mile from either, to 
prevent extraneous sounds penetrating to the talking picture making ap- 
paratus. 

In between the two stages will be a 100-foot wide building, containing 
the talking equipment control. This control, highly specialized and in- 
tensified, can let in or shut out any sound from among many. That 
is peculiarly aimed at off side remarks such as those frequently occurring 
in taking Movietone pictures. 

The first dialog picture (characters speaking during the running of the 
film, which will be made by Fox as reported in more detail in Variety 
some months ago) may be ‘Dressed to Kill” and Bob Perry directing. 

The special Fox stages will be the first the picture industry has had of 
the acoustical kind, with the engineers on acoustics giving that their 
undivided attention. Engineers have been gathered by Mr. Sheehan from 
all over the world for the talking picture stages. 


Recovery from the Mississippi floods of last summer has just about 
been made by the Saenger circuit of that section, said the Saenger bunch 
in New York last week. They referred to the actual money loss, com- 
puted by the Saengers at around $600,000. The other and potential loss, 
of profit in the usual course of business, estimated at about $500,000, can 
never be recovered of course. 

E. V. Richards, for the group, spoke in glowing words of the treat- 
ment and assistance given to the Saenger circuit. by the entire picture 
industry during the calamity. He especially mentioned the good will 
expressed by the distributors in terms and prices for product. The 
Saenger circuit, said Mr. Richards, intends to make a public acknowl- 
edgment within a short time, as he stated it is due from the Saenger 
ehain and the trade ts entitled to it. 


Acceptance of the French-made “Casanova” by Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 
for distribution over here may do something to soften down the French 
attitude toward native importations of American pictures. A couple 
ef influential Frenchmen were in New York for a month before the con- 
@ummation of the Metro deal. “Casanova” over here will go out under 
another title. 


Monta Bell, picture director, is in wrong in Washington, D. C., with a 
eontingent of his home town’s citizenry because of several shots in “Man, 
Woman and Sin” (M-G-M) recently at Loew's Palace. Story was an 
original by Bell and was first said to depict many of his own experiences 
on the papers here. 

Holler centres around it “being highly immoral but that it also casts 
an unwarranted slur on the capital and the citizens thereof.” 

The quoted portion is from a telegram forwarded to Will Hays. He 
was asked to order the elimination of all scenes from the picture said 
to give Washington a blue color. 


Sigmund Newfield claims a straight comedy no longer gets over. 
Thrills and daredevil stunts have to be injected. 


M-G-M’s “Rose-Marie” is credited to Lucien Hubbard for direc- 
tion although Hubbard, who also supervised “Wings,” is but the super- 
vising director. Edmund Goulding did the actual megaphone wielding, 
and before him William Nigh was on the directorial end. 

One of the picture distributors’ advertising directors in New York 
says that in figuring up cost in his firm's advertising in the film trade 
papers, he has found the total at present, through increased ad rates 
now or shortly to arrive, exceeds the gross amount by some $200 weekly, 
previous to the “World”’-“Herald” merger. His calculations are based 
upon advertising for one week at regular page rates in all of the five 
remaining trade sheets. 


A production supervisor with one of the large producing companies on 
the coast has a blonde stenographer who is said to give her expert 
opinions on the stories turned in by writers working on the stories un- 
der the particular supervisor, with the latter nearly always accepting 
her opinion. 

In a recent instance, a writer talked over a story with the supervisor, 
with the latter enthusiastic over parts of the yarn but agreeing with the 
writer that other sections of the story would have to be built up. The 
writer returned the next day to discuss building up the weak points of 
the story. But the production supervisor informed the scenarist that 
the story was not of sufficient strength to warrant spending any more 
time on it. When the writer asked about his statements of the day be- 
fore, the supervisor answered he did not care for any part of it. 

As a parting shot to the writer, the supervisor turned to his stenog- 
rapher and asked her if there was any part of the story she liked and 
she answered in the negative. 


Suspicion is never silent as to who are the simon-pure independent 
exhibitors; those without chain or other string attachment that would 
remove an indie from the pure class. In turmoils among the indie ex- 
hibs and their chain-producing competitors, such as have been abundant 
wince the Federal Trade Commission’s decision in the Famous Players 
investigation, the Trade Conference following and now the Brookhart 
bill, many of the professed simon-pures appear to want a little publicity, 
even if that’s all they are after. 

Trade papers know or should know the doubtful ones among the pro- 
fessed pure indies, while the outwardly doubtfuls are notorious of course 
Go if the trade papers really want to win over the indies they had better 


not fall for some of the stuff the professing pures are trying to get away 


with. 

It’s not hard to ascertain who are the bad boys among indies. Nearly 
'all indie exhibitors know, including the bad boys, and of course the chain 
'or producing operators and frequently Mr. Hays—in person or through 
Charlie. 


W. EB. Riker, San Francisco capitalist and founder of Holy City, Call- 
fornia, a retreat for curiosity seeking tourists, decided to become a pic- 
ture producer to satisfy the whims of his secretary, Evelyn Rosencran. 
It appears Riker appraised her too highly in claiming that she was the 
“Ideal woman” and would be the perfect type for his contemplated super 
picture production to be called “The Ideal Woman.” Something hap- 
pened before the picture could get under way and rather than see any 
other woman get the coveted role, she instituted court proceedings to 
hook an ideal bank roll amounting to $500,000 for breach of promise. 

The director engaged to make this production must wait for the judge 
to decide who will get the 500 grand before he can start the picture. 


A producer making westerns and dog pictures for a well known re- 
lease which demands all release prints made in its own laboratories in 
New York City, thought he could patronize home industry by demand- 
ing his release prints be made by a Hollywood laboratory specializing 
fm this kind of work. 

The distributor agreed to the producer’s demands but added that all 
prints had to be O. K.’a by the New York office. The local laboratory 
made up 40 prints at a cost of a half cent more per foot than the dis- 
tributor’s own plant would have charged. The prints were sent to the 
New York office and promptly returned because they did not come up 
to the distributor's standard of workinanship. 


A recent report again said that Eastman is conducting talking pic- 
ture experiments. The net of that is Eastman’s laboratories were used 
some time ago by Western Electric for talking experiments, but without 
Eastman’s having any interest in it or other talking devices. 


Stories agree Fox will report a very large increase of returns on pic- 
ture sales for this season. That is exclusive of Movietone receipts. 
Another large gainer in circulation for this season will be Metro-Gold- 
wyn-Mayer, from the sale stories. With M-G-M “Big Parade” and 
“Ben Hur” will increase its sales grosses, but this from September, last. 
only, and not for the entire year of 1927. 

The independent picture producers are reported well satisfied with 
the new season to date, despite they are under many handicaps for 
circulation and rental prices. 


Lucien Le Saint is the Pathe cameraman who shot the pictures of 
the French Foreign Legion. Le Saint got his instructions from the 
Paris office, and spent five weeks with the Legionnaires in the field and 
their camps. 


Word has been received from Havana that John Barrymore is the 
favorite motion picture star among the cinema-goers of that city. Ina 
contest that was held there, Barrymore received 2,963 votes, John Gilbert 
2,356 votes and Ronald Colman 2,266 votes. 


“Simba,” the animal picture at the Carroll, represents an investment 
of about $260,000. That includes travel expenses by the Martin Johnsons 
who took the film fm the African jungles. The Johnsons lately left New 
York for another visit to the same spots, accompanying the George East- 
man party, with Eastman again making the trip, though he but shortly 
returned after six months of hunting in the same section. 

When there before Eastman called on the Johnsons at their jungle 
built and protected camp. A scene in “Simba” shows the approach of 
the Eastman bunch. It was during that previous visit Eastman donated 
$25,000 on the spot toward the completion of the Johnsons’ visit, their 
expedition funds at that time being low. 


“The Jazz Singer” with Al Jolson on the Vitaphone has developed into 
a sales leader for the Warners. The picture has been holding over for 
a considerable term in what have been looked upon as impossible towns, 
even for a week’s stand. 

With the crush on for the Vita picture, the Warners have held it out 
for inclusion among group bookings. That has worked out very well. 
Besides “The Jazz Singer” has caused a revival in Vitaphone, its equip- 
ment and subjects, even among some houses that had allowed the wir- 
ing to grow rusty. 


Production on “The Little Shepherd of Kingdom Come” starring 
Richard Barthelmess for First National under the direction of Al 
Santell was scheduled for 36 days. The company has exceeded that time 
and it is figured another 80 days longer. The picture, special, will prob- 
ably run $200,000 over budget. 

The additional time is caused by the many trick shots which had to be 
taken and weather conditions governing certain scenes. 


Film peddling or selling in the east in particular has proved a bonanza 
to some of the boys handling pictures while to others it has been poison. 
Some of the men who heretofore plied the trade selling film have found 
the going tougher and tougher. They have given up in despair and gone 
into for some other business. 

In a checkup among three N. Y. exchanges the majority of deserters 
have dipped in real] estate. Not one went into selling insurance. 


Consolidated Amusement Enterprises picture houses in the Bronx, 
New York, have effected a tie-up with various merchandise houses in 
connection with their “Gift Nites,” by which they receive merchandise 
free for distribution, with the proviso that the brand is emphasized. 

Formerly the many articles handed out ran into good money. Under 
the new scheme, the only cost is that of the announcer. 


John K. Hutchins is now reviewing pictures for the New York “Eve- 
ning Post.” Willella Waldorf is on the paper’s dramatic desk. 


As the result of a protest by the Portland, Me., post of Spanish-Amer- 
ican War Veterans against the new Maine theatre using the slogan 


“Remember the Maine,’ Manager Leon P. Gorman announced he weuld 
drop it. The veterans opposed on the ground it was being used com- 
mercially. 


United Artists is taking elaborate steps to maintain a distinction 
between “Sadie Thompson” and “Rain.” A statement signed by Joe 
Schenck asks exhibitors to follow the United Artists press matter and 
not try to cash in on the reputation of the stage play, adapted from 
Maugham’s short story, “Sadie Thompson.” 


As a result of the joint buying of raw stock arranged by Louis B. 
Mayer (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer) among executives of producing com- 
panies at the beginning of the current season a saving of over $1,000,000 
on film has been effected. 

Mayer promoted the deal with Eastman after lining up the producers. 


If everything comes through fine and dandy on the censorship thing, 
a foreign-made “Desires of Passion” may be road-showed and sold terri- 
torially by the New York men who have acquired the American distribut- 
ing rights. The picture was made by UFA in Germany, but was not 
peddled to U. 8S. exhibs other than its distributive rights as a whole, 


Independent producers making pictures on the Coast for shoe string 
state right distributors are beginning to rebel because of the latter’s un- 
ethical method of doing business. 

% is contended by the small producers that they are holding the eack 
| «Continued on page 46) 
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PUBLIX’S OWN MAN 
AS W. C. OBSERVER 


a Los Angeles, Feb. 14, 

R. E. Crahill, formerly attached 
to the New York office of Publix 
as a division house supervisor, has 
arrived here to take up his duties 
as home office representative for 
Publix Theatre interests on the 
slope. 

Though West Coast Theatres Cir- 
cuit operate all houses owned by 
Publix, Crahill, it is understood, is 
to be advised of and pass on gen- 
eral operation matters and policy 
of the Los Angeles, San Francisco, 
Seattle, Portland and Oakland Pub- 
lix holdings. 

Crahill has no office at present, 
but is observing operation methods 
of the Metropolitan and Million Dol- 
lar here. It is understood he will 
travel along the coast to look over 
conditions for the next month or so, 
and then make his headquarters in 
Los Angeles. 


Leoks Like Chicago’s 
Censor Bill Passing 


Chicago, Feb. 14, 

Representing 30,000 members of 30 
women’s organizations, a joint com- 
mittee of 50 clubwomen appeared 
before the City Council Judiciary 
Committee Monday in opposition to 
Mayor Thompson’s censorship ordi- 
nance now pending. It would re- 
move the censor board from the 
Police Department and create a new 
board with chief commissioner ap- 
pointed by the Mayer. 

The committee claimed passage of 
the ordinance would nullify all cen- 
sorship and permit the appointment 
of a man to work for the film in- 
terests. They recommended an ale 
ternate plan of a commission with 
three members with one a civil 
service reviewer in charge; one ap- 
pointed by the Mayor and one ase 
sistant superintendent of schools. 

The Judiciary committee <oclared 
this would be illegal and later ine 
dicated Thompson’s original ordi- 
nance will be passed. 


STANLEY, PITT., FEB. 22 
Pittsburgh, Feb. 14. 
New Stanley theatre, to be oper- 
ated through the local subsidiary, 
Stanley-Davis-Clarke Corp., has ane 
nounced it will open February 22. 
The 4,000-seater will be managed 
by James Balmer, now operating 
the Grand here-for the same com- 
pany. Opening gives Loew's Penn 
its first bie opposition. 


LEO HERE AND THERE 


Joe Leo, of the William Fox of- 
fice, who has been attending to the 
reorganization of the Ascher The- 
atres in Chicago, now controlled by 
Fox, returns to New York Friday. 

After a short stay he goes to the 
coast to join Harold Franklin, 


DIRECTORS’ OWN CASTING 


Los Angeles, Feb. 14. 

Gus Corda, casting director for 
Tiffany-Stah., was relieved of his 
position with the company because 
of a new arrangement for casting. 

Hereafter, directors producing for 
Tiffany-Stahl will do their own 
casting. 


Whitman-Rice on Comedies 
Los Angeles, Feb. 14. 

Phil Whitman, former director for 
Mack Sennett, has been appointed 
assistant to George E. Marshall, su- 
pervisor of comedies, at Fox. 

Andy Rice has also been appoint- 
ed assistant supervisor and chief 
comedy writer for the Marshall de- 
partment. 


Boylan Coming East 
Los Angeles, Feb. 14. 
Fox will send Malcolm S. Boylan 
to New York next month to look 
over current Broadway shows for 
picture possibilities. 
Boykin will be east for six weeks. 


Tyler Brooke Featured 
Los Angeles, Feb. 14. 
Billy West will direct the next 
Van Bibber two-reel comedy (Fox) 
with Tyler Brooke featured. 
West has directed four comedies 
for Fox since joining the comedy 
staff. 


Shadur With M-G? 
Los Angeles, Feb. 14. 
Arthur Shadur, studio manager 
for Universal before becoming @& 
producer for that company, has re- 
signed. 
He is negotiating with M-G 
executive position, 
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pick their pictures 


modern like ‘GENTLEMEN PREFER BLONDES.’ 


I adored the book.” 


Mr. 1928: “Yes. and real, red meat drama like 
‘OLD IRONSIDES,’* ‘BEAU SABREUR,’** Jannings 
in ‘THE LAST COMMAND’***and that roaring chap 
Bancroft in ‘THE SHOWDOWN’.” 


Mrs. 1928: “HAROLD LLOYD is always good. 
He’s coming in ‘Speedy.’ I love Clara Bow and 
Richard Dix too. And Grace writes me from Los 
Angeles that everybody’s raving about ‘LEGION 
OF THE CONDEMNED’.” 


*Broke 12-year record at Mr. 1928: *Looks as if (Paramount’s got ALL *#*4:h record week at Rialto, 


Strand, Providence. . . N. Y. Long run Hit in Chicago, 
**Topped capacity at Missouri, the good ones this year. We'll just go where the everywhere. Bigger thaa “Way 
St. Louis, of All Flesh.” 

theatre advertises ‘A PARAMOUNT PiICTURE’.” 
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FREE MASKED FILM AD 
FOR CAR CO., $28,000 


Following up on its semi-masked 
advertising by getting “industrials” 
into the homes, Stanley Advertising 
Company, specializing in this work, 
is currently completing a subject for 
American Car and Foundry. It will 
cost that concern around $28,000 to 
make. 

Issued on 16-m stock, the plug 
for A. C. & F. will go into the par- 
lors on free of charge five 400-foot 
reels via mailing list, dealers, etc. 
The film company will spend five 
weeks’ “shooting.” To date, it has 
cameraed seven of the industrial 
concern's plants. 

This branch of the Stanley cor- 
poration is also making two sub- 
jects for the Consolidated Gas Co., 
of New York. Each is in one reel. 


THE PARAMOUNT COMEDIAN 


28 Weeks of 
Consecutive and Successful 
Playing 
And Always 


A CONSTANT HIT 


After 7 months absence return 
to New York at 


Loew’s American (Feb. 23) as 


Featured Attraction 


Dir. MYER NORTH, JOE FLAUM 


. And in the West 
Coast’s Granada Theatre. 
. « « And that's a tough 


spot. . . . No foolin’! 
Conducting, differentty, 
the Granada Syneco- 


Symphonists. 


Friend Owes $2,444,858, 
Goes Into Bankruptcy 


Arthur S. Friend, realty and the- 
atrical promoter and operator, of 
145 West 86th street, New York, lists 
liabilities of $2,444,858 and assets of 
$22,267 in a voluntary bankruptcy 
petition. 

Friend, a New York attorney, and 
head of the Arthur S. Friend Com- 
panies, Ine., recently became in- 
volved in some New England theatre 
holdings, encountering financial and 
legal snares. This week Loew’s, 
Inc., entered a $26,000 judgment in 
New York against Friend and his 
corporation as a result of a joint 
theatre venture. 

Friend was formerly an executive 
with Famous Players-Lasky Corp., 
resigning to resume his law prac- 
tice and engage in independent ven- 
tures, 

The Commodore-Hull, Derby, 
Conn., independent vaude stand op- 
erated by the A. S. Friend enter- 
prise, closed last week when the 
house went into the hands of re- 
ceivers, 

The closing is said to be until the 
receivers can reorganize the house 
staff er possibly sell the house. 

The Garde, New London, also of 
Friend chain has gone into re- 
ceivership, but remains open. A. & 
B. Dow book. 


Publix Units in 31 
Houses by March 1 


By March 1 Publix units will be 
playing in 31 houses in the United 
States and Canada. 

Publix material will be introduced 
early next month in the Minnesota, 
Minneapolis; Loew’s State, Colum- 


bus; Capitol, Montreal; Uptown, 
Toronto, and in Seattle and Port- 
land. 


This list will be strengthened by 
five or six other houses before early 
summer. 


W-C STAFF SWITCHES 
Los Angeles, Feb. 14. 

George Sheely, assistant manager 
at the Boulevard, has been made 
manager of the Vermont, succeed- 
ing Glen Harper. Latter has been 
brought into the general offices of 
West Coast Theatres, where he will 
work through J. J. Franklin’s office. 

Sheely was replaced at the Boule- 
vard by Charlies Jones, promoted 
from chief usher, 


Hammerslough Resigns 
Detroit, Feb. 14. 

Charles Hammerslough resigned 
Saturday, after opening and man- 
aging the new United Artists the- 
atre for a couple of weeks. 

Shortly after its opening Nellie 
Revell, who has done the publicity 
for the house, also resigned. 


LA.T.S.E. IN DETROIT 
Detroit, Feb. 14. 

Bi-annual] convention of the I. A. 
T. S. E., national representative or- 
ganization of motion picture op- 
erators, stage hands and stage elec- 
iricilans unions, will be held here 
this year, week of June 4. 

The convention of two years ago 
was held in Cleveland. 


$1,100 Booth Fire 


The Talk of Chicago 


ORGAN CLUB 


HARDING THEATRE 
92nd Week and Siill Growing 


St. Louis, Feb, 14. 

Fire in the operator’s booth at 
the Palm theatre destroyed $600 
worth of film and damaged musical 
instruments stored there only a few 
minutes before the blaze started. 
About $500 damage was done to the 
instruments, members of the or- 
chestra said. 

Edward Baker, the cperator, was 
burned about the hands while try- 
ing to extinguish the flames before 
the fire department arrived. 


THE PERSONALITY PLUS BOY 


FRANK STEVER 


BARITONE SOLOIST 
with Fanchon and Marco Ideas 


This Week—Santa Ana 


ARMANDA CHIROT 
JOSE MERCADO 


THE BEST SINGERS ON THE PACIFIC COAST 
13 MONTHS WITH FANCHON and MARCO 


would be interested. 


While the story is familiar, has 


trick picture. 


more, Eltinge). 


her home together. Hardly for the 


a way that is not offensive but for pictures, that’s different. 


POSSIBILITIES 


“Atlas and Eva”—Favorable 
“ATLAS AND BVA” (Harry Delf, Mansfield theatre). 
Though this serio-comedy does not promise much for the stage, it 
has running through it the spirit of a picture. A sad comic, even Chaplin, 


Lait, 


“Rain or Shine”—Favorable 
“RAIN OR SHINE” (Jones & Green, Musical, Cohan). 


possibilities for embellishment and 


elaboration in view of the musical being a hit production and meriting 
attention because of its Broadway run.—Abel. 


“Sunny Days”—Favorable 
“SUNNY DAYS” (Musical, Hassard Short, Imperial). 
Adapted from a French farce, book should have light comedy possibili- 
ties suitable to pictures with the usual liberties. 
dialog, music and time it takes to plant the story. 


Show's trouble is 
Bid, 


“The Silent House”—Favorable 
“THE SILENT HOUSE” (Melodrama, Lee Shubert, Morosco). 
A thriller with a mystery play atmosphere, 


Ought to make a good 
Tbee. 


“Quicksand”—Unfavorable 
“QUICKSAND” (Held, Jr., Comedy-Drama, Masque). 
Thin stuff, generally familiar, and unlikely to click in legit. 


Abel. 


“These Modern Women’—Unfavorable 
“THESE MODERN WOMEN” (Comedy Drama, Macgowan & Rock- 


Theme is that of a wife who believes she can be adulterous and yet hold 


It is done on the stage in 
Ibee. 


screen. 


33% Tax May Close 
All Jugoslavik Houses 


Washington, Feb. 14. 

Excessive taxation, amounting to 
approximately 33 per cent. of the 
gross, is about to shut down per- 
manently all picture theatres in 
Jugo-Slavik, reports Consul K. §, 
Patton, Belgrade, to the Department 
of Commerce. 

In November, ‘27, the houses 

closed as a protest against these 
taxes without any benefit. They 
reopened with the threat that un- 
less taxes were lowered a month’s 
strike would take place, This threat 
was without avail, and now the As- 
sociation of Motion Picture The- 
atres of the Kingdom are reported 
to have given up hope. 
In Serbia the 33 per cent. tax pre« 
vails while in Croatia it amounis to 
44 per cent., and is applicable to 
all pictures. No aim for discrim- 
ination against American films ig 
involved. 


Back to Straight Fiims 
The Sheridan Square, New York, 
will pass up all special stage stuff 
and presentations for the present. 
The house has reverted to @ 
straight-picture policy. 


NO CHANGE— PLUNKETT 


Strand, N. Y., After Good Pictures 
Only at Present, Says Director 


Joseph Plunkett returning to the 
Strand, New York, after an absence 
of two weeks in the South, denied 
reports current, especially during 
the past week, that his house, a 
pioneer in elaborate presentations, 
would change to a grind policy at 
50c. 

“We contemplate no change in 
policy here,’ Mr. Plunkett stated. 
“All we want is good pictures,” he 
added, 

The Strand has not had a full- 
fledged presentation since the mid- 
die of December. At the theatre 
the reason for this is attributed to 
the length of pictures which have 
been shown since that time. 


Another Ostrer Buy 


London, Feb. 14, 

Ostrer Brothers and Denman 
Trust are understood to have bought 
the National Electrical Theatres cir- 
cuit here. 

This chain consists of three Lon- 
don houses and four in the proy- 
inces, 


U’S CONTEST WINNER 


Universal’s slogan contest for 
theatre owners and employees, an- 
nounced in the Universal weckly in 
November, was closed last week and 
the awards made, Contest was held 
to determine the exhibitors’ idea of 
an advertising catch line for Glenn 
Tryon. 

The slogan which won and was 
awarded a $50 prize was “No Mis- 
fits with a Try On,” by C. W. Craw- 
ford of the Gem Theatre, Washing- 
ton, 


ASH’S COLLAPSE 


Chicago, Feb. 14. 

While leading his stage band at 
the Oriental last Tuesday (Feb, 7). 
Paul Ash collapsed and was carried 
from the stage. The program pro- 
ceeded. 

Ash’s condition was accredited to 
indigestion and overwork. He has 
returned to the theatre. 


Franklin, Mass., House Burned 
Franklin, Mass., Feb. 14. 

Fire causing loss estimated at 
$300,000 destroyed the block in which 
the Morse opera house is located, 
the fire starting in the picture booth 
as the show was about to close at 
night. 

The manager stepped to the stage 
and asked the audience to leave in 
order which they did. 


Blumberg Remains With U 


Milwaukee, Feb, 14. 
Nate Blumberg withdrew his 
resignation from Universal as its 


@ivision theatre manager here, 
the request of the U office. 
He is continuing here at U's local 


headquarters. 


Friedman Succeeds Nellie 
Detroit, Feb. 14. 

Leon Friedman has joined the 
new United Artists theatre as press 
agent, the role originally occupied 
by Nellie Revell. 
Friedman was among the victims 
of the sudden “Follies” closing. 


at] 


NEWMAN RESIGNS 


Leaving Publix March 15—Plans Six 
Months’ Vacation 


Los Angeles, Feb. 14. 

Frank L. Newman, managing @i- 
rector of the Metropolitan, has ten- 
dered his resignation to Publix and 
to become effective March 15, 
Newman came here three years 
ago after he sold his two houses— 
Newman and Royal—in Kansas City 
to Publix. He had supervision of 
three houses upon arrival here, but 
the Rialto was sold, and when West 
Coast took over operation for Pub- 
lix, the Million Dollar was put un- 
der separate management. 

Newman is very wealthy and con- 
templates taking u six months’ va- 
cation before resuming work again. 


2 K-A B’way Houses Must 
Play Films Day and Date 


Where the Keith-Albee-Orpheum 
circuit has pictures booked in the 
New York houses under its super- 
vision, it has been specifically ar- 
ranged that all circuit-booked pic- 
tures must play the Broadway and 
5th Avenue theatres day and date. 

Where not otherwise definitely 
set, the Broadway can select its 
own pictures, 


Talker on 2-Reelers 


‘Troning out” details in the Voca- 
film-Educational tie-up may delay 
distribution under the arrangement 
for another six months. Eduea- 
tianal may score some two-reelers 
with it. 


55th St.’s Ufa’s New Film 

The 55th St. Cinema, another in 
the string of art picture houses, 
opens under Mike Mindlin’s direc- 
tion Friday night with the Ameri- 
can premiere of an Ufa, “The Trial 
of Donald Westhof,” directed by 
Fritz Wendhausen. 

Louis Lusty is p. a. and managing 
director of the 55th St. Cinema 
which Mindlin’s corporation took 
over from Jay David Blaufox, the 
previous owner, 


Gibbs Follows Brill 

Harry Gibbs, for three years ex- 
change manager in New Haven, and 
who recently joined Tiffany-Stah], 
has assumed managerial direction 
of Tiffany-Stahl’s New York ex- 
change. 

Gibbs succeeds Dave Brill, who 
resigned to become manager of the 
newly-created eastern exchange by 
UFA, 


AND 


RUARKE 


America’s Fastest 
Whirlwind Dancers 


NOW AT THE 


BERMUDIANA HOTEL 


BERMUDA 
Thanks to LOU IRWIN 


MUSICAL BUNCH 


Now at the 


METROPOLITAN 
LOS ANGELES 


WATCH US 


ANNOUNCEMENT! Nat Kalcheim, William Morris Office, NOW 


PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE 


for MANLEY and BALDWIN 


WATCH NAT KALCHEM 


a 


fh. 


3, AN OUTSTANDING HIT FOR WEST COAST THEATRES 


FRANK JE® KS 


“Handsome Funny Face” and the Band 
NOW—CALIFORNIA THEATRE, SAN JOSE 
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VARIETY 


PLAYDATE MEANS 


RETURN DATE! 


And The AnswerTo The Prayer! 


PHILADELPHIA—10 Solid Weeks at $2.00 Top! Now 
Playing a Record Return Date at Fox Market St.! 


PORTLAND—S. R. O.! Week In, Week Out! Six 
Solid Weeks! John Hamrick Now Getting Set for a 
Record Return Date! 


RICHMOND—Extended Run Extended! Then Booked 
for Return Date! Richmond’s Record Wrecker! 


KANSAS CITY—4 Solid Weeks of Solid Capacity! 
Booked Again for 2 Weeks More! _ 


TACOMA—Broke All Records in Tacoma! Booked for 
an Immediate Return Date! Watch for New Records! 


SEATTLE—Six Weeks in a One Week Town! Broke 
Records in Its Sixth Week! Booked for Another Ex- 
tended Run! 


WASHINGTON—Congress Took a Day Off to Cheer 
“The Jazz Singer’! Stanley-Crandall Co. Booked a 
Return Date! 


NORTH, SOUTH, EAST, WEST—Records Broken 
for Extended Runs! And Return Dates! 
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Wednesday, February 19, 1928 


Here 


the one big question that con- 
fronts this industry 


HARRY LANGDON’S 
‘The Chaser’ funny 


“Truly wonderful—new gags. ’ 


“T consider this picture the best 
I have seen.” 


“T think “The Chaser’ will make 
a record as the best comedy of 
the year.” 


‘““*The Chaser’ is a scream. One 
of his very funniest.” 


‘The Strong Man’—or funnier?” 
—By actual count—267 
Laughs!—Preview 
patrons 


“Best comedy I have ever seen, 
I got a million laughs.” 


“Harry Langdon is the best 
comedian on the screen.” 


“A great comedy. Chuckled all 
through it.” 


“This is Harry’s best.” 


Produced by the Harry Langdon Corporation 


Picture 


Member gf Motion Picture Producers and Distributors of America Inc.~Will H.Hays President 
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PICTURES 


PORTABLE CONSOLES — 
FOR PUBLIX STAGES 


invention of Otto Gluth, Circuit 
Engineer, Due at Dallas Pal- 
ace—$8,000 to Install 


Dallas, Tex., Feb. 14. 

A portable organ console for stage 
band presentations at the Palace, 
local Publix house, is promised 
here. The innovation is the work 
of Otto Giuth, Publix engineer, with 
the Palace to be the first house so 
equipped. 

According to design the consvle 
may be rolled on or off a stage, 
like a piano. It will be connected 
to the regular pipe sets by flexible 
eables. Installation costs, including 
a new set of tibia pipes, will cost 
$8,000, according to an estimate by 
Gluth. The latter has marked the 
project as an experiment, but if it 
gets over there is a chance all 
Publix houses will fall in line. 

With the console on the stage, 
the organist will be used as a regu- 
lar part of the unit shows instead 
of as a separate attraction. It is 
believed that if the idea gets over 
it might eventually do away with 
stage bands, the organist becoming 
the m. c., both introducing and 
playing for the various specialties. 

Dwight Brown is the Palace’s 
head organist, a post he has held 
for five years. 


West Coast Motion Picture 
Directory of Players, Direc- 
tors and Writers 


Titles by 
MALCOLM 
STUART | 
BOYLAN 


FOX 


JOHN F. 
GOODRICH 
3rd Year with 
Paramount- 
Famous-Lasky 


JOSEPH 
FRANKLIN 
POLAND 


Supervising Editor 
UNIVERSAL 
FEATURE 
COMEDIES 


LLOYD 
CORRIGAN 
Staff Writer 


3rd Year with 
Paramount- 
Famous- 
Lasky 


LEARN 
THEATRE 
MANAGEMENT 


Complete Training in 
Management Advertising 
Service Exploitation 
Stage Presentation Techniques 


Write of Call for Information 


MOVING PICTURE THEATRE 


MANAGERS INSTITUTE, Inc. 
136 West 44th St., New York City 


Bargain Bequest 


Providence, Feb. 14. 

Frequently gifts and  be- 
quests to educational institu- 
tions have strings attached to 
them, but this is a new one. 

Recently, Edward Fay, thea- 
tre owner of this city. an- 
nounced bestowal of $500 to 
Providence College providing 
the students sold a _ certain 
number of tickets for two of 
his local houses. 


28 SCREEN SPEED-LIMIT 


Foreign Gov’t Proposes Law on Fire 
Angle—Exhibs Howl 


Washington, Feb. 14. 
Bavarian Government is propos- 
ing to order that all pictures be 
projected at no greater speed than 
28 frames per second, reports 
George Canty, picture trade com- 
missioner, Paris. Exhibitors are 
strongly protesting and belittling 
the Government claim that faster 
projection raises fire hazards. 
Another objection is on police ac- 
tion. An officer can establish him- 
self in the booth throughout the 
entire performance if he desires, 


HARRY CAREY QUITS 


For London Vaude With Cowboy 
Troupe—Tells Friends in Denver 


Denver, Feb. 14. 

Harry Carey, of western films, 
now playing vaude and until re- 
cently under contract to M-G, ad- 
mitted to friends here that he has 
quit Coast pictures. 

Carey will organize a troup of 
cowboy players and make a tour of 
English “halls,” he says, later mak- 
ing a few pictures for a British 
concern. He also says he has sold 
his California ranch and home, 
preparatory to jumping overseas 
upon completion of his present Or- 
pheum tour. 

His last important role 
“Tratl of '98.” 


igs in 


Take Over House 
Van Nuys, Cal., Feb. 14. 
N. Scheinberg and M. Horwitz, 
operating the Rivoli here, have 
taken over the one-third interest in 
the Van Nuys theatre, owned by 
Louis Greenberg. 
Scheinberg and Horwitz also con- 
trol the Madrid at Owensmouth. 


Sunday Permission Granted 
Danbury, Conn., Feb. 14. 
Palace theatre, Torrington, Conn., 
has been granted permission to run 
pictures Sunday afternoons. Palace 
was the only house in the city ask- 
ing for the right. 


Burks P. A. for U. A., Chi 
Chicago, Feb. 14. 
A. L. Burks has been appointed 
press representative of the new 
United Artist theatre here, supplant- 
ing Nellie Revell. 
Burke was formerly with Fox. 


Colony, N. Y., on Radio 
Colony, New York, has gone in 
for a radio tie-up. 
House is on the air from WABC, 
New York, Sunday afternoons at 
four p. m. 


FRENCH FILM NOTES 


Paris, Feb. 5. 
The war picture, “La Grande 
Epreuve,” being constituted by 
Duges-Delzescauts and Ryder for 
the Jacques Haik Corp., has been 
bought by Paramount for distribu- 
tion. 


The professional fencing cham- 
pion, Aldo Nadi, is entering pictures. 
He will appear in a “Saturday Even- 
ing Post” story, “Splendid with 
Swords.” 

A Franco-German consortium will 
produce the picture, with First Na- 
tional distributing in the U. S. 


ROUNDING OUT MY THIRD PLEASANT MONTH 
WALT ROESNER : 
MASTER OF CEREMONIES 
CAPITOL, NEW YORK 
A NEW IDEA IN PRESENTATION MUSIC 
Versatility Showmanship Real Music 


HOWARD EMERSON 


and His ORCHESTRA 


14th Successful Week at MERRICK THEATRE, JAMAICA, L. L 


(Continued from page 4) 


ganization as stated last week. He 
is reported due in New York from 
the coast within a day or so. It is 
said that Mr. Pearson will shortly 
thereafter leave the organization. 


William Sistrom, of Pathe, who 
came east about 10 days ago, left 
for the coast Saturday. On the day 
he left the Pathe scenario depart- 
ment in New York is said to have 
received a general two weeks’ 
notice, although the coast scenario 
department, with but four people, 
has not been disturbed so far. On 
Saturday also 10 artists in Pathe’s 
art department, New York, were 
reported receiving notice. 

Distribution Savings 

Another move looking toward 
economizing Pathe distribution was 
reported made by Phil Reisman, 
general sales manager for Pathe, 
who served notice on around 60 of 
its road salesmen their services will 
not be required, and a similar noti- 
fication to several Pathe district 
managers. This is thought to in- 
dicate that the Pathe distribution 
may be immediately taken over, in 
part at least by F. B. O., to cut 
down Pathe's heavy distribution 


overhead, reported to have been 
running at around $3,000,000 an- 
nually, 


Another department wiped out in 
Pathe is said to have been the 
Educational and Non-Theatrical, 
although that department was re- 
ported working at a clear profit. 

Other than those mentioned, it is 
stated there will be no change in the 
Pathe or DeMille executive staffs 
of any importance. 

DeMille is absolutely by himself in 
the Pathe end, from selecting story 
to deciding upon appropriation. It’s 
unlikely he will alter any condition. 

A confusing announcement of the 
Kennedy-Pathe juncture was issued 
last week, through the banking in- 
terests, from understanding. It 
left the impression F. B. O. would 
merge with Pathe, although the 
trade understood to some extent the 
nature of the deal. 


Murdock’s Faith 


A direct bearing upon the Mur- 
dock-Kennedy business friendliness 
is Murdock’s faith in Kennedy as 
a picture producer and distributor, 
through Kennedy having built up 
F. B. O. to a profitable basis, after 
being obliged to take it over to pro- 
tect his banking interests. which 


were behind it. While the Pathe 
pictures have been averaging 
around $175,000 in distribution 


grosses and much over that on pro- 
duction, F. B. O. has reached be- 
yond $350,000 on circulation, with 
seldom making a picture costing 
over $70,000. 

Should Kennedy work it all out 
as Murdock expects, it is antici- 
pated that a merger of F. B. O. and 
Pathe will follow, with Kennedy at 
the head of the combine, ff he cares 
to then accept that post. There is 
no time limit when this result will 
be known. 

Meanwhile Murdock remains offi- 
cally president of Pathe. As the 
report has been that Murdock draws 
no salary as such officer, his title 
means nothing either way as 
against the authority granted by 
him to Kennedy. Murdock is head 
over heels in work reconstructing 
the recently merged forces of Keith- 
Albee and Orpheum Circuits. 


Mutual Admiration 


An odd line of circumstances 
brought about this workout expert- 
ment by Kennedy, unique in any 
industry and the first time occur- 
ring in the film trade. Through a 
mutual appreciation of each other, 
it is said, Messrs. Murdock and 
Kennedy have of late been much 
thrown together. Into this situa- 
tion happened the recently reported 
purchase of a part interest in F. B. 
O. by General Electrie and the 
Radio Corporation of America. 

With these happenings, the story 
relates, Kennedy saw in Murdock 
a showman with a substantial cir- 
cult of theatres behind him besides 
extraordinary executive capabili- 
ties, with Murdock seeing the same 
things in Kennedy, minus the the- 
atres, but plus picture production 
ability. 

F. B. O. is known as an inde- 
pendent producer and distributor. 
It operates without theatre attach- 
ment as a producer and seller only 
to the trade. F. B. O. ia reported 
to have earned net last year over 
one miliion dollars. 

Pathe is a merged concern, lately 
taking in P. D. C.and DeMille. Both 


WORKING ON PATHE 


the latter were previously taken 
over by Keith-Albee. With the | 
Pathe merger K-A again took con- 
trol through Murdock as president. | 

To what extent the bankers con- | 
trol Pathe is not known. 


Liberty League Forcing | 
Sunday Law Showdown 


Baltimore, Feb. 14. 
Sunday movie advocates are giv- 
ing the 18th century blue law in 
this town plenty annoyance. 


Making good their threat of sev- 
eral months standing, the Liberty 
Defense League leased the Broad- 
way Garden theatre, a neighborhood 
two Sundays ago, and_ screened 
about 60 seconds of “Mockery.” 
Then the police stepped up and ar- 
rested John G. Callan, president of 
the L. D. L., and state legislator: 
Charles F. Mules, vice-president, 
and Irving Schlossberg. Brought 
before a grand jury an indictment 
was refused and the case dismissed. 
Callan, however, immediately pre- 
pared for a second test and last 
Sunday leased the Harford theatre, 
another neighborhood, and = an- 
nounced “Dumb-belis” at 25 cents. 
The police stopped this one after 
the first 100 feet or so and the case 
is pending. 

This time the grand jury indicted 
the exhibitor on the grounds of vio- 
lation of the Sunday work law. It 
was decided that the selling of pro- 
grams and the taking of tickets con- 
stituted work. The case now goes 
to jury trial, which is what Callan 
and the open Sunday advocates 
want. 


OCHS’ COMMISH. CASE 


Must Be Tried in Elmira, N. Y¥Y.— 


Claim Arose With Keeney’s Lease 


The Southern Tier Theatre Co., 
of Elmira, N. Y., which leased its 
theatre property for a 21-year term 
to Loew’s, Inc., which in turn sub- 
let to Frank Keeney, won its mo- 
tion for a trial of Lee A. Ochs’ sult 
against the company in the Elmira 
courts. 

Nathan Burkan, for Ochs, won in 
the lower court, but the Appellate 
Division reversed Ochs and ruled 
that the matter be tried up-state., 

Ochs denied he was field man for 
Loew's, and computes $55,125 
commission claim as 5 per cent of 
$1,102,500, the total consideration 
for the 21-year lease. 


CHICAGO ADJOURNMENT 


Joint Meeting Adjourned to Feb- 
ruary 15 


Chicago, Feb. 14. 


Members of the joint committee 
of film exhibitors, producers and 
distributors called an adjournment 
of the meeting on Feb. 7 at the Con- 
gress hotel. No definite headway 
was made during the session, the 
purpose of which was to frame a 
new form of contract. 

Plans of the committee call for 
re-convening of the conference on 
or about Feb. 15. 


Complete cast of “Hold ‘Em 
Yale,” Rod LaRocque’s DeMille pic- 
ture: Veora Daniels, Jeanette Loff, 
Hugh Allen, Joseph Cawthorn, Tom 
Kennedy and Jerry Mandy. Ed- 
ward H. Griffith is directing. 


Claire McDowell, Anders Ran- 
dolf, Farrell MacDonald, Jack Par- 
ker, Philippe de Lacy, Dawn O’Day, 
Anita Frenault and Wesley Lake in 
“The Four Devils,’ Murnau's, Fox. 


Jack Selwyn, Robert Seiter, Andy 
Devine and Earl McCarthy added to 
“Cream of the E rth.” 


Aggie Herring added to “Lady, Be 
Good,” F. N. Richard Wallace di- 
recting. 


Paramount bought outright “An 
Adorable Outcast” from Norman 
Dawn, who made it in the Fiji Isl- 
ands with Edmund Burns as star. 
a Long and Edith Roberts also 
n it. 


George Marion, Jr., titling ‘Feel 
My Pulse,” starring Bebe Daniels. 
Par. 
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OVER WORLD 


Washington, Feb. 14, 
Summary of reports” received 
from abroad by the motien picture 
section of the Department of Com- 


merce, 


Recent statistics published in the 


Austrian film trade press indicate 
that there are 762 cinemas in Aus- 
tria, and eight more are to be 


opened this year. 

They operate as follows: 209 give 
daily performances; 100 open two or 
more times a week; 172 open once 
or twice a week; i64 open once a 
week; 18 open once to three times 
per month; 9 open irregularly, and 
10 are closed temporarily. 


Total footage submittted for cen- 
sorship and approved by the Brit- 
ish Board of Film Censors durirg 
1927 amounted to 6,593,995 linear 
feet, and embraced 1,758. This is an 
increase over the films censored 
and approved during 1926, when the 
total footage amounted to 6,288,176 
linear feet, on 1,718 subjects. 

Received from Trade Commis- 
sioner George R. Canty, Paris: 

Twelve big features are scheduled 
for next season's Aafa program. 
Rudolf Walter-Fein, Max Obal and 
Dr. Johannes Guter will direct; 
other directors to be angaged. The 
Aafa Company, producers of popu- 
lar German film comedies, will 
again pay, as last year, 10 per cent. 
dividend, perhaps more. 


Cinema operators from different 
parts of Germany met in Berlin 
last week. Their association {is still 
very small, counting less than 300 
members, but they are trying to 
affiliate with a bigger trade asso- 
ciation. 


Send Your Dates 


Do All Business 
By Wire or Mail 
Have No Film Peddlers 


Percentage Bookings Only— 
Road Show 


FEATURING 


JACK MULHALL 


and HELENE CHADWICK 


SAMUEL CUMMINS 
Public Welfare Pictures Corp. 
723 Seventh Ave., New York City 


THE CHEER LEADERS 


“Those College Boys’’—Singing Quartet 


Featured in Wost Coast Theatres 
Personal Direction WALTER MEYERS 
William Morris Agency 


“MARCO-MADE” 


TREEN and BARNETT 


THE UNSOPHISTICATED CO-EDS OF SONG AND DANCE 


FEATURED BY FANCHON AND MARCO 


Direction: 


GINO SEVERI 


MUSICAL DIRECTOR 
CALIFORNIA THEATRE, SAN FRANCISCO 


WEST COAST THEATRES, 


Inc 
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LITERATI 


Personal Ballyhoo for Sales 
“Bossy” Gillis, the ex-sailor 
mayor of Newburyport, who blew in 
and out of the local night clubs a 
eouple of weeks ago, is being piloted 
by Rube Wardell, head of the “Big 
News Features,” a new syndicate 
backed by Bernarr Macfadden. 
Wardell took “Bossy” out to Chi- 
eago to meet Bill Thompson, mayor 
ef the zephyr-swept village. War- 
dell’s idea is that the newspaper 
feature market is glutted and that 
theatrical press agent methods have 
to be used to sell editors on a “fea- 
ture” like the Gillis boy. 


Hershfield Starting 
W. R. Hearst officially okayed 
Harry Hershfield’s New York col- 
umn primed for the “Journal” and 
Harry braved the denizens of South 
street by invading that East River 


DOUGLAS 


ALENE 


FEATURED IN FANCHON AND 
MARCO’S “JUNGLE IDEA” 


waterfront boulevard where the 
“American” and “Journal” plants 
are situated tu confer on terms, pol- 
icy, etc, with the “American” ex- 
ecutives. Hershfield, while a “Jour- 
nal” cartoonist, is contracted to 
King Features (Hearst) and does 
his stuff uptown near civilization on 
West 58th street and Broadway. 


Encouraging “Pipes” 

From the manner in which the 
New York “Daily Mirror,” Hearst 
tabloid, has spread a couple of 
phony stories lately, there is a sus- 
picion that the tab is not adverse 
to anything in the pipey line, even 
to encouraging that sort of a 
“story.” 

Monday it spread all over the 
front and 3 pages the story of the 
dancer who jumped into’ Central 
Park at 7 o’clock Sunday morning, 
to help business at the Lopez nite 
club for the rest of the week or 
less. The club had spent much 
money during the week advertising 
a Parisian dancing pair and maybe 
the couple thought it would be only 
a fit return to give the place a 
boost, Though it was very cold at 
7 a. m. Sunday morning. 

The other was the story “The 
Mirror” yelled an exclusive on, of 
the Archduke Leopold slamming 
and getting slammed at the Beaux 
Arts Ball at the Hotel Astor. The 
Archduke, who is no panic as an 
actor, is in Fox’s “Four Sons,” a 
special picture. It opened at the 
Gaiety, New York, Monday, a few 
days after “The Mirror” screamed 
about the double sock, Leopold has 
been in other pictures and with- 
out notice, 

An ordinary impression would be 
that “The Mirror” is sorta sinking 
on the selling end. Maybe caused 
by too much Hearst, too much 
Ziegfeld or any other too much 
you prefer. Victor Watson, up to 
yesterday, was its managing editor 
or something. Maybe today yet too. 


Young and Meant Well 

A young man from a wealthy and 
somewhat socially prominent fam- 
ily, recently out of college, got the 
idea that he would like to work on 
the dramatic staff of a New York 
daily. Despite he had no experience 
with or knowledge of the theatre, 
he managed to get a tryout on one 
of the evening papers. 

His ignorance of conditions spon- 
sored a few “bones.” The 4d, e. 
warned him that he’d have to be 
more careful or else——; He fol- 
lowed up a tip that a certain young 
and highly successful producer was 
planning a revival of “King Lear” 


and that Louis Wolheim wes going 
to quit the movies to play the title 
role. He called up the producer and 
asked him whether the report was 
true. 

“Yes,” the producer told him, “I 
am going to do ‘King Lear,’ but not 
with Louis Wolheim. It’s Louis 
Weitzenkorn who’s playing Lear.” 

“Louis Weitzenkorn?” asked the 
young man, unfamiliar with the 
Sunday “World's” editorial etaff, 
‘who is he?” 

“Don’t you know?” said the pro- 
ducer. “Why, he’s the greatest 
Shakespearean actor Germany.” 

The assistant made him promise 
not to give the story to anyone else, 
wrote it and sent it to the composing 
room, and then, elated, called his 
chief on the phone and woke him 
out of a sound sleep at two a. m. to 
tell him the glad tidings. : 

They just managed to kill the yarn 
before the paper went to press, 

P. 8.—He lost the job. 


Howey’s “Beauty Culture” 


Trade Publications, organized by 
‘Walter Howey and Verne Porter, 
with offices at 501 5th avenue, New 
York, has taken over the Joe Bryne 
trade papers, “Beauty Cuture” and 
“Barber’s Journal.” 

Messrs. Howey and Porter are 
now publishing about eight trade 
weeklies or monthlies. They were 
financed by a downtown banking 
house and are understood to have 
available capital to increase their 
holdings at any time. Both men 
were formerly with the Hearst 
forces. Howey, with an established 
rep as a crackerjack newspaper 
man, having made his record as 
managing editor of Hearst dailies, 
surprised his friends when digging 
into the trade paper field. 

Both of the principals appear 
satisfied with their venture. The 
first consolidation with all titles re- 
tained and separate staffs com- 
prised six traders, Of these the re- 
sults were about 50-50, three look- 
ing good and the other three in 
doubt. One of the doubtfuls was 
pulled over to the right side, It 
was a musical paper and Deems 
Taylor was installed as editor. The 
first story Taylor used was a whale 
and a clean beat about the Metro- 


politan. He is still editing it with 
the size increased from 16 to 44 
pages, 


“Beauty Culture” has its field to 
itself and is not altogether in the 
trade class, although ostensibly de- 
voted to the beauty parlors. It’s 
susceptible of a national circulation 
through its ever highly interesting 
material, to women. 

Among the group are about three 
in exclusive fields. One is a per- 
fumery. publication and probably 
the handsomest printed monthly in 


the country. Entirely of pictorial 


FOUR BROADWAY, NEW YORK 
BOX OFFICE RECORDS 


HIGH 


LOW 


“SALVATION 


JOSEF von 


PARAMOUNT 


RIVOLI 


RIALTO 


STRAND 


announcements with unusually 
fancy art work and all in colors, 


“Reverting to Type” 


Variety ~was wrong about the 
Brooklyn “Eagle” having a new 
columnist in William Weer. Weer 
was succeeded by Rian James, 
whose department has the swell title 
“Reverting to Type.” 
cated with a new column, written 
and illustrated by himself, under 
the title “Broadway Unlimited.” 
Hershfield is rated one of the 
busiest mixers on the main drag, 
with a quaint style backed up by 
philosophical human interest lean- 
ings. He is a famous gagger also. 


Hearst’s Panning Ed 
They're talking about the recent 
New York “American” editorial 
which is interpreted as a slap by 
William Randolph Hearst at M. 
Koenigsberg, head of Kings Fea- 
tures, Inc., who was given a French 
decoration recently as a Legion- 
aire of Honor. The “American” 
editorial stated that no Hearst em- 
ployee or ally could afford foreign 
entaglements by decoration, dis- 
tinction: or other honor. 

It's probably the first time in 
weeks W. R. had time to forget 
Mexico. 


Envious of Women 

The antagonism of the old-time 
road agents toward the younger 
element is becoming more and more 
marked as the ranks are being filled 
by the rising generatior. This is 
true when the younger ones also 
happen to be women. A few weeks 
ago a clever young Chicago news- 
paper woman was engaged by a 
producer to do special publicity on 
one of his shows, with a woman 
star and a woman author. The 
newspaper girl, with many friends 
on papers throughout the middle 
west, was getting lots of extra 
space and not interfering with the 
regular advance man, working 
mostly a week behind him, breaking 
into the society and woman’s pages. 
The agent, an old-timer, resented 
her presence and didn’t hesitate to 
let her know it, even going so far 
as to tell her he’d have her out of 
the job inside of a month. The girl 
kept her silence and her mind on 
the job and continued to get space 
where he failed. All of which riled 
him so much that he sent the pro- 
ducer a wire, saying that if the girl 
weren't fired he’d quit. Much to his 
astonishment, the producer wired 
back that his resignation was ac- 
cepted. 

The girl is now handling the show 
and will continue to do so for the 
rest of the season. The old-timer is 
out with another outfit. 


Catherine Brody’s Story 
Catherine Brody, who has con- 
tributed to “Liberty” and _ the 
“American Mercury,” has sold her 
first novel on Jewish life in New 
York to the “Century,” in which it 
will be run as a serial. 


Fawcett’s Ed Changes 

A recent shakeup among the edi- 
torial force of the Fawcett Publi- 
cations has resulted in two of its 
editors being let out, with Min- 
neapolis newspapermen going in in 
their places. Douglas Lurton, for- 
mer city editor of the Minneapolis 
“Star,” is the new editor of “Battle 
Siories.” Francis Bosworth, movie 
editor of the Minneapolis “Journal,” 


has succeeded Donna Fisher ag 
editor of “Screen Secrets,” a film 
fan monthly. Miss Fisher only 
lasted some three months. The 
Fawcett Publications have their 
headquarters at Robbinsdale, Minn. 
not far from Minneapolis. Their 
latest mag, small size, is called 
“Smokehouse Monthly.” 


Otis Wiese editing “McCall’s 
Magazine,” succeeding H. P. Bura< 
ton. He formerly assisted his pre« 
decereor. 


Maugham’s Rewrites 

W. Somerset Maugham, the Engs« 
Msh story writer and playwright, 
author of the play “The Letter,” 
and.the story of “Sadie Thompson,” 
from which “Rain” was dramatized, 
among others, is having so big a 
vogue his publishers have prevailed 
upon him to rewrite some of his 
older works. The first is “Mrs. 
Chaddock,” novel, published about 
20 years ago. It has been brought 
out by Doubleday, Doran & Co. 
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“The Dusky Star of Song and Dance”’ 
Pleasing patrons at L. & T. new $1,000,000 REGAL THEATRE, CHICAGO 
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had picture capable of bringing 


°em in.”—Variety. 


MONTREAL—“Is drawing capacity audiences 
at Palace several times a day.”—Staa 


United Artists 


EACH PICTURE SOLD INDIVIDUALLY 


“The best picture Chaplin has 
made in five years."—Akron Timea. 


DALLAS, TEXAS—“Chaplin’s best and fun- 
niest picture.”’—News. 


his hold with fans all over the 
world.”’—Plain-Dealer. 


; 
| 
4 
ABOVE IS SHOWN LOBBY DISPLAY USED BY PALACE THEATRE, MONTREAL 3 } 
NEW YORK CITY LOS ANGELES, CAL. MINNEAPOLIS, MINN. i 
Broke record of Mark Strand for “Fans are fighting each other to “Business very big at the Strand. 
BI a week's run. plank down the kale at the till at Best Chaplin ever made.—Journal. 
the Chinese Theatre."—Variety. 
ENVER CLEVELAND, OHIO 
“First time in months Rialto has Will win new friends and cinch 
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AS WE GOTO PRESS 


1—NORMA SHEARER ia 
THE LATEST FROM PARIS 
Just viewed in projection 
room the greatest picture 
she has ever made — bar 


none! 


— LON CHANEY in 
THE BIG CITY 


Just arrived from the Coase. 
What a picture! Abso- 
lutely another “Unholy 
Three.” 


3—THE STUDENT PRINCE | 
Telegrams pouring into the 
home office of M-G-M pro- 
claim this great Lubitsch- 
Novarro-Shearer produc- 
tion the sensation of the year! 

CLICKING! CLICKING! CLICK- 


ING! M-G-M IS DELIVERING HITS 
ONE RIGHT AFTER ANOTHER! 


And no wonder. He shows pictures like “Ben-Hur” and “The Big Parade.” His Folks will 
see John Gilbert—Greta Garbo in “Love” this week. Then he will advertise Ramon Novarro 
and Norma Shearer in “The Student Prince.” His patrons will also see “The Enemy.” He 
is the most important showman in his town. Naturally so when he can put five notable 
Road-Show-Size productions into his theatre in one season. The public gets the habit of 
going to his theatre. He establishes a regular clientele with stars like Chaney, Shearer, 
Gilbert, Garbo, Davies, Haines, Gish, Novarro, McCoy, Coogan, Dane-Arthur, etc., etc. You 


bet he’s one_of the live. boys who_play 
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NOTES 


Lowell Sherman has signed at F. 
N. for “The Whip.” John Dillon di- 
recting. 


Fox purchased “Hey, Hey, Hen- 
rietta,” syndicated story by Velva 
G. Darling, for production this year. 


Monta Bell directing “The Bel- 
lamy Trial,” M-G. 


Cornelius Keefe, co-featured with 
Mildred Hatris in “Hearts of Men.” 
J. P. Hogan directing for Morris 
Schlank at Tec Art studios. Cast 
includes Warner Richmond, Julia 
Swayne Gordon, Thelma Hill and 
Harry McCoy. 


Par. has exercised options on 


EARLYNE JOHN 


Wallace and Sanna 


Originator ef the “Ape Adagio” 


Featured in Fanchon and Marco’s 
“Jungle Idea” 


SOLO ORGANIST 
Indiana Theatre, Indianapolis 


A Publix Theatre 


WORLD'S FASTEST RUSSIAN 
ALFRED 
BROWER 
WITH MARCO 


Direction WALTER MEYERS of 
WILLIAM MORRIS, Inc. 


5th YEAR 


MILTON 
SLOSSER 


ORGANIST 
Missouri Theatre, St. Louis, Mo. 


George Watters, writer, and Richard 
Arlen, player. 


H. J. Green, writing adaptation of 
“Boss of Little Arcady” for F. N. 
Charles Murray § starred. Eddie 
Cline directing. 


Lloyd Bacon preparing continuity 
for “Pay as You Enter,” W. B. 


W. B. has started “Five and Ten- 
Cent Annie,” with Louise Fazenda 
and Clyde Cook featured. Roy Del 
Ruth directing. 


Edmund Goulding adapting “The 
River,” to be directed for Fox by 
Frank Borzage. 


Walter McGrail, Robert Sweeney, 
Harry Tenbrook and Anita Garvin 
in “The Sport Girl,” Fox. Arthur 
Rosson directing. 


Tom Elliott, Jack Walters, George 
Belden, Fred Park, Lillian Gilmore 
and Billy Butts in “Wild West Ro- 
mance,” Fox. 


B. Charsky and A, de Seguerola 
in “Red Dancer of Moscow,” Fox. 
Raoul Walsh directing. 


Philo McCullough, Al St. John 
and Natalie Kingston in “Painted 
Post,” Tom Mix’s next, Fox, 


Tiff-Stahl has started on “House 
of Scandal’ with Dorothy Sebas- 
tian, Pat O’Malley and Harry 
Murray. 


Pathe-DeMilLle 


has. started on 
“Tenth Ave.,” adapted from the 
stage play. Phyllis Haver, Joseph 
Schildkraut, Victor Varconi, Louis 
Natheaux, Casson Ferguson, E. 8. 


Adams, Ethei Wales and Robert 
Edeson in cast. William DeMille 
directing. 


Doris Anderson adapting “White 
Hands,” Par. Gregory LaCava 
directing. 


George Meeker opposite Gwen 
Lee in “A Thief in the Dark,” Fox. 
Albert Ray directing. 


Mickey McBan and Batsey Hizer, 
kid actors, added to “Laugh, Clown, 
Laugh,” M-G. 


Richard Arlen in “Quick Lunch,” 
Par. 


Frank Currier in 
Easy Go,” Par. 


“Easy Come, 


Robert Klein in “Three Sinners,” 
Par. Rowland V. Lee directing. 


George Kontsanaros, William 


Austin and John Morris in 
Daniels’ next for Par. 
Badger to direct. 


Herman Mankiewicz titling “Code 
of Honor,” Par. 


Bebe 
Clarence 


George Marion, Jr., titling “Part- 
ners in Crime,” Par. 


Duane Thompson added to 
“Phyllis of the Folliea” U. Ernest 
Laemmle directing. 


Adolph Milar added to “Michi- 
gan Kid,” U. Irvin Willat direct- 
ing. 


Trem Carr, now producing 
“Gypsy of the North” for Rayart. 
Georgia Hale, Jack Daugherty, 
Huntley Gordon and Erin La Bis- 
sonere in cast. Percy Pembrook 
directing. 


F. N. will make “The Giri in a 
Glass Cage,” story by G. K. Turner. 
No cast or director as yet selected. 


F. N. has changed tithk of “The 
Headliner’ to “The Big Noise,” 
adaptation from original by Ben 
Hecht. Chester Conklin, Alice 
White, Bodil Rosing, Sam Hardy, 
Jack Egan and David Torrence in 
cast. 


John Gilbert, to be starred in 
“Four Walls,” M-G. Jack Conway 
directing. 


“Man About Town,” Neal O’Hara 
original, Lew Cody’s first starring 
picture under new M-G contract. 
Production starts Feb. 17, Mal St. 
borrowed from Par., direct- 
ng. 


“Secrets of the Night,” F. B. O.’s 
next. Robert De Lacey directing. 


Frank Borzage goes to Europe to 
make “Blossom Time” for Fox. 
Company includes Charles Farrell 
and Janet Gaynor. 


Mario Carillo, and Rose Dione, 
in “Super of the Gaiety.” Par. 


Joan Meredith, Duncan Renaldo, 
Jack Van Aire and Afleen Lopez 
in “Medallion,” Tiffany Colored 
Classic. 


Walter Morosco, husband of Cor- 
rine Griffith, made several tests of 
prospective leading men for Miss 
Griffith’s next F. N. film, “The 
Divine Lady.” Production starts 
March 1, Frank Lloyd directing. 


Tiff-Stahl will star Eve Southern 
in ‘“Dellarosa,” directed by Arthur 


Gregor. 


Garrett Graham, assigned to title 
“Lady Be Good.” F. N. 


and Bull Montana 
M. G. 


Jack Renault 
in “Man About Town.” 


“The Yellow Lily,” Hungarian 
play, put into production by F. N. 
with Alexander Korda, Hungarian, 
directing. Billie Dove featured, 
with Clive Brook, Gustave von 
Seyffertitz and Bodil Rosing in cast, 


Lena Malena, signed by M-G for 
lead in J. P. McCarthy's temporar- 
ily titled “Women and Diamonds.” 
Miss Malena formerly in stock at 
DeMille studios. 


Matthew Betz added to 
Learned About Women,” M-G. 


“He 


Emil Chautard, Dan 
Nelson McDowell, 
Time,” 


Mason and 
added to “Lilac 
Colleen Moore’s next for 


H. B. Warner, John Boles, Seenu 
Owen, for “Man Made Woman,” 
Pathe. Paul Stein will direct. 


Arthur Rankin and Ida Lewis, in 
“Three Sinners,” Par. 


Christian J. Frank and Joseph 
Franz, in “Easy Come, Easy Go,” 
Par. 


Paul Perez 


titling 
Charlie,” F. N. 


“Chinatown 


M. S. Boylan 
Crooks,” Fox. 


titling “Square 


Cliff Broughton Productions, mak- 
ing an independent picture at Metro- 
politan Studios. Norton Parker di- 
recting. In cast, Helen Foster, Grant 
Withers, Virginia Roye, Tom Carr 
and Florence Turner. 


Added to “4 Devils,” Bobbie Mack, 
Titina Burroughs and Curley Phil- 
lips, Fox. 


Lina Melina, former’ contract 
player with De Mille, signed femi- 
nine lead in “Prey,” John McCar- 
thy’s next for M-G. 


U has renewed the stock contract 
on Otis Harlan, with that company 
for years. 


Alec Francis will do a two-reel 
Vitaphone for Warners. Directed by 
Lloyd Bacon. 

Dale Austin, known as “Miss New 
Zealand,” after an Australian con- 
test, played a minor part in Norma 
Shearer’s “The Actress.” The ar- 
rangement calls for eight weeks’ 


work in M-G pictures, and to keep 


her busy she will be in Stan Laurel t 
and Oliver Hardy comedy produced ‘ 
by Hal Roach. 

Peggy Montgomery as fem lead in 
the latest Wally Wales “western,” ii 
directed by Richard Thorpe, entitled 
“Saddle Bags.” Others with Wales ; 
will be Hank Bell and Gordon ‘ 
Russell. 


Charles Farrell, opposite Janet 
Gaynor in “Blossom Time.” Frank 
Borzage directing abroad for Fox. 


Erle C. Kenton, directing 
Sporting Age” for Columbia. 
an original by Armand Kaliz. 


“The 
Story 


~ 


Supporting Leo Maloney in “Yel- 
low Contraband,” Pathe-Western, “4 
‘Gretel Yoltz, Harry Northup, Tom 

London, Joseph Rickson, Robert 

Burns, Bill Patton, Ben Corbett, 

Vesta Pegg, “Bud” Osborne, Frank 
Ellis and Tom Forman, 


“MITEY” ag 


ANN 


AT THE WURLITZER tau 
METROPOLITAN, LOS ANGELES 


i 


EDDIE 


ORGANIST | 


PUBLIX OLYMPIA 
NEW HAVEN, CONN. 


“THE HALF-PINT OF BLUE®” 


NORA 


SCHILLER 


Headlining for -Fanchon and Mareo 
Indefinitely 


RUTH MILES 7 
Featured by FANCHON & |W 

MARCO in a 
WEST COAST THEATRES 


audience ever, 


TREMENDOUS AND SENSATIONAL SUCCESS. 


WITH 


AMERICA’S GENIUS PRODUCER-DIRECTOR SCORING A a 
“IT WON'T BE LONG NOW” oo 


WM. “FOUR SONS,” CARTHAY CIRCLE THEATRE, LOS ANGELES 


PRESS—STARS—PUBLIC, UNANIMOUS 


L. A. “ITMUS,” Edwin Schallert—Jack Laughlin’s “Happiness” is the major entertainment. A positive sensation of art-color and the remarkable Laughlin finesse. 


lL. A. “EXPRESS,” Munroe Lathrop.—Worth the price of admission is Jack Laughlin’s stage show, “Happiness.” 
Laughlin gave them a knockout. 


L. A. “HHRALD,” Harrison Campbell—Jack Laughlin’s production is excelent, Laughlin t a disciple of speed, color and originality. 
“FILMOGRAPH.”—The Laughlin show is the greatest produced here by this genius or any of the OTHER producers—it is tremendous. 


It has beauty, speed, original 


“CALIFORNIAN.”—Jack Laughlin’s “Happiness,” the seventh of his great Carthay Circle shows’ with Wm. Fox super-specials, stamps this boy Loughlin as the genius of pro- 
logue producers. If he is not directing some of our best motion pictures within the year, It is his own fault. Some motion picture corpuration will find this fellow and he will 
create a tremendous picture that will put him at the top where he belongs. 


PERSONAL MANAGEMENT OF MR. FRED A. MILLER 


KNOCKOUT 


ity and amazed the most critical 


} 
= 

= 

| 
| 


} 


FILM REVIEWS 


Wednesday, February 15, 1928 


24 VARIETY 
= — 
THE BATTLES OF CORONEL 
AND FALKLAND ISLANDS 


(British Made) 


British Instructional Corporation produc- 
tion. Presented by A. C. Bundy, Re- 
leased for America through Artlee Pic- 
tures Corporation. Directed by Walter 
Sanders with J. V. C. Arton, assistant 
@irector. Picture’s supervisor, H. Bruce 
Wolfe. At Cameo, New York, week Feb. 
12. Running time, around 80 minutes. 
Billing 

Actual reproduction of these vivid and 
historical naval engagements, created with 
co-operation of Pritish admiralty and Navy 
league. 

37 Battleships—37,000 Men 

Including the following battleship actors: 


H . S. Barham for H. M. 8S. Invincible 
H. M. S. Malaya for H. M. S. Inflexible. 
H. M. S. Cardiff for H. M. S. Good Hope. 
H. M. S. Concord tor H. M. S. Monmouth. 
H. M. S. Conquest for H. M. S. Glasgow. 
H. M. S. Coventry for S. M. S. Sharnhorst. 
H. M. S. Seres for S. M. S, Gneisenau. 


None of the ships that were in either en- 
gagement still existed at the time of the 
making of this film, with the exception of 
one. All were surg by enemy action and 
the remaining one was broken up at the 
conclusion of the war. 


This pictured reproduction of a 
couple of naval engagements be- 
tween England and Germany early 


in the war amounts over here to a 
couple of hot scenes stretched out 
to 9,000 feet or so. In between for 
the padded footage are some use- 
less scenes and considerably of that 
inane. As, for instance, at one time 
using perhaps 50 feet to show an 
anchor being weighed. 

High interest in the picture will 
be with the English and the Ger- 
mans. Over here those who went 
to war on land or sea may want to 
see it and that leaves for its draw 
an 85 per cent male audience. Its 
title should attract boys curious to 
see even a picture battle of the 
cruisers. 

Much may depend upon the press 
work and there should be plenty 
handy with the subject, the mem- 
ories it can recall and the people 
engaged. Although the picture's 
own billing is incredibly extrava- 
gant and should be toned down to 
facts. It says 37 warships and 37,- 
000 men. As a matter of fact both 
engagements on the water involved 
12 hattle boats and there are not 
enough extras by some 36,000 to live 
up to the billing. 

There are two actual engage- 
ments that will break even for those 
concerned. In the first engagement 


MEL 


BRANFORD, 


CHARLIE 


Resting in California after 7 months at the 


Chosen to open the beautiful new 


STANLEY, JERSEY CITY 


on or about March 16 


SON 


NEWARK 


Good-bye, Charlie Melson 


Dear Charlie: Just a few 
lines to let you know that we 
are truly sorry that you are 
about to leave—for a time at 
least—the stage of the Bran- 
ford theatre. 


When you first came to 
Newark we were busy con- 
ducting a futile campaign 
against presentations of the 
type in which you appear. We 
argued, among other things, 
that they were, so to speak, 
thrust down the throats of 
spectators who had come to 
see the films. We said that 
the elaborate stage show had 
no business in theatres sup- 
posedly devoted to photoplays. 


We believe yet that at first 
the presentations were forced 
on the customers. But there 
isn’t any doubt, Charlie, that 
you’ve made film fans like 
your ssyle of entertainment. 


That you've created a huge 
following is evidenced by the 
fact that Harry W. Crull, the 
shrewdest showman in New- 
ark, has retained you at the 
Branford for so long a period. 
Further proof lies in the fact 
that that astute business man, 
Jacob Fabian, has your signa- 
ture on a five-year contract. 


You haven't won us over to 
presentations. But you have 
reconciled us to them. 


If we must watch them, we 
prefer the kind that Harry 
Crull authors. And if we must 
listen to a master of cere- 
we'd rather that he 


monies, 
be you. 
To say that your many 


Newark friends are going to 
miss you is as true as it is 
trite. 


Goodbye, Charlie, and good 
luck, 


—BOB RING 
Newark “Sunday Call’) 


“NEWARK’S GOOD-BYE TO MELSON” 


Charlie Leaves His Faithful 
Flock 


Charlie Melson isn’t leaving 
the Branford without a suit- 
able send-off, by any means. 
Well-wishers taxed the ca- 
pacity of the theatre over the 
week-end to see Charlie in his 
farewell Merry Mad Gang 
presentation, cleverly devised 
by Harry W. Crull and 
thoughtfully titled “Good- 
bye, Charlie. 


It is also the occasion for 
Melson to introduce his suc- 
cessors, Junior Nazarro, who 
Was warmly received, but the 
occasion by right belongs to 
Charlie. Nearly seven months 
since he arrived, it has been 
a long stay for the popular 
master of ceremonies and it 
was necessary for him to go 
back and revive some of the 
songs he first offered his ad- 
mirers. There was “Birth of 
the Blues,” his favorite; “Me 
and My Shadow”—in fact, he 
had to sing five before his 


audience was satisfied. 

To say that Melson ad- 
mirers taxed the capacity of 
the Branford is putting it 
mildly. They overflowed into 
the alley in the rear of the 
theatre to bid their goodbyes. 


There is also a picture on 
the bill this week. It is an 
interesting story of stage life, 
with Esther Ralston looking 
splendid in a _ brunette wig. 
Neil Hamilton is opposite her. 


—JEROME KURTZ 
(Newark ‘“‘Ledger’’) 


While you are reading this, he is honeymooning 
with “IRMANETTE” 


at Coronel, the Germans defeated 
the English, sinking two English 
boats with the odds five Germans 
to two English ships. At Falkland 
Islands, where each had five war- 
ships, the English wiped out the 
entire German fleet, without a ship’s 
casualty of its own. 

A bit of propaganda may have 
been of record or inserted at Falk- 
land Islands, to bring out the hu- 
maneness of the English in attempt- 
ing to give the Germans a chance 
to surrender, also the English sailor 
boys saving the Germans who went 
overboard from their boats. Again 
at Coronel a bit is interjected that 
places the Germans in a favorable 
light, and again when the German 
admiral, in accepting a bouquet at 
the celebration of his victory, terse- 
ly remarked, “These will be handy 
when it comés my turn.” 

In between the battle scene are 
wide spaces, filled in by what not, 
including the First Sea Lord's office 
in London and the Sea Lord him- 
self, Lord Fisher, and well played 
by the unnamed actor. If there are 
impersonations here of the originals 
of the ships’ highest officers, in- 
cluding the rear admirals and ad- 
mirals, Americans cannot detect it. 
Besides, the names of the players 
are not programed. 

In acting Admiral Sudcree (Eng- 
lish) gave the best performance. 

In warfare the engagements were 
about limited as could be expected 
to flashes from the big guns aboard 
the boats, with the usual cut offs. 
Sinking of boats may be seen in 
the dim distance, suggesting camera 
trickery in that of course. Smoke- 
stacks toppling over and supposedly 
into the ocean with nothing but the 
stacks seen would be a _ simple 
studio operation in California, 

Suspense is altogether maintained 
for what it’s worth through the 
captions, with the titling in a 
straightforward way, carrying this 
picture along. The story, if there is 
one, is that of the Sudcree fleet re- 
turning to the scene of the Coronel 
disaster with Fisher’s instructions 
to Sudcree to wipe out the German 
fleet ethat gave Admiral Braddock 
and England about their first de- 
feat of the war on water. The re- 
productions are claimed authentic, 
through the co-operation of the 
British admiralty. 

It must be noted that for both 
countries their admirals chose to 
go down with their ships. That’s 
the real and only thrill. 

Near ludricous is that portion of 
the picture showing the haste in 
which Admiral Sudcree equipped 
the “Invincible,” then in drydock.% 
It’s so minute in details, even to 
supplies going aboard, that Sud- 
cree had his boat start off the ways 
at exactly 6 p. m., the exact minute 
and the day he told Lord Fisher 
the boat would be ready to leave. 

Nothing new in the film, except 
the reproduction. Battle scenes 
afloat and on land have been too 
numerous in individual productions 
and in the news weeklies to leave 
anything other than the reproduc- 
tion here as a novelty. And one 
must be patient to watch 9,000 feet 
of flowing film to see i,500 feet of 
action. 

As a production otherwise, okay, 
with direction excellent. Direction 
here is the best thing in the entire 
picture. There’s a mass to handle 
all of the time and it is well done, 
as far as the director did it, in 
every way. 

But the picture calls for a small 
house, with the Art Theatre type 
preferred or those of around 1,000 
capacity. The picture can only de- 
pend upon the .men. 

Cameo is about a 400-seater. Pic- 
ture was booked in for two weeks 
and likely will be held over as ex- 
pected. Business Sunday afternoon 
capacity at 3 with about 200 wait- 
ing in the lobby. Around 6 another 
lobby line of 100 was outside. 


Tiffany Colored Classics has 
started its second Coast production 
at the Tiff-Stahl studios. Duncan 
Renaldo, Joan Meredith, Jack Van 
Aire, Mary Dow and Aline Lopez 
in cast. Title “Medallion,” with 
Hans Reinhard directing. 


Edmund Lowe, opposite Colleen 
Moore in “Here Is My Heart,” F. N. 
Original by Edmund Goulding, who 
will direct. 


F. N. resigned Mervyn LeRoy, di- 
rector, for another year. 


G. M. Watters and Luther Reed, 
collaborating on adaptation of “The 
Glory Girl,” Par. 


Jack Luden assigned juvenile lead 
in Par’s current Fields-Conklin pic- 


ture in place of Richard Arlen. 


FOUR SONS 


William Fox production and release. Di- 
rected by John Ford. Starring Margaret 
Mann, iQ years modest studio struggler 
and now star overnight. Story from origi- 
nal by Miss I. A. R. Wylie. Adapted by 
Philip Klein. Production editors, Katharine 
Hilliker and H. H. Caldwell. Musical set- 
ting and incidental sound effects by Movie- 
tone. Opened Feb. 13 at the Gaiety, New 
York, in on $2 scale, indefinitely. Running 
time, 100 minutes. Special musical score 
by 8S. L. Rothafel, assisted by Erno Rapee. 
Mother Mann 
Her Four Sons— 


Hall 
Frans. ncis X. Bushman, Jr. 
--Charles Morton 
Andreas.. oe ...George Meeker 
++++..June Collyer 


James Henry.....¢. Wendell Franklin 
Major Von Stomm.,. Foxe 
The Gran 
The Tollaire 
The Reicher 
The Innkeeper. Mack 
Archduke Leopold of Austria 
Staff Surgeon...Ferdinand Schumann-Heink 


A profoundly moving picture of 
family life in Germany during the 
war, giving a sympathetic insight 
into the effect upon the humble peo- 


ple of rural Bavaria of the great 
struggle. As an artistic creation the 


— 


production is magnificent in the 
amazing effectiveness of its fine 
realism and in its utter simplicity, 
As a boxoffice attraction at the high 
Scale its fate is in the balance. 

In its favor are some of the finest 
and most touching passages of high 
sentiment ever shown on the screen, 
and the dramatic elevation of Mrs, 
Mann to picture eminence, which 
bids to exceed in public interest the 
sudden stardom of Mary Carr. The 
abundant excellence of the creation 
itself and the fascinating circum- 
stances of Mrs. Mann’s triumph are 
enormously valuable assets, and wil] 
probably suffice to give the Fox peo- 
ple another “Over the Hill.” 

Any obstacle that might have been 
anticipated from the risk of selling 
a sympathetic treatment of the Ger- 
man side of the war has been mini- 
mized by developing an American 
side to the story and by its happy 
ending, with the mother happily 
joined with her surviving son, by 
now a prosperous merchant in New 
York. The same thing works out in 
the tone of the story. While some 
of the sombre war-time episodes— 
the news of the death of three sons 
coming upon the grieving mother at 
home —are compensated by the 
lighter, sentimental sequences at the 
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“The picture will 


bassador, St. Louis; more Starring GEORGE SIDNEY and @ 
than $24,000.00 at Grana- J. FARRELL MacDONALD 

da, San Francisco; a riot at with VERA GORDON, Kate Price and ° 

the Plaza, Northampton, Gertrude Astor V7} 

Mass. A CLEANUP 


EVERYWHERE! 


And it is a CLEANUP 


everywhere! Broke every 


record for ~ past thirteen 

months at Cameo, Pitts- 

burgh; S. R. O. at Cort, The nh ana 
Wheeling, W. Va.; took 


more than $33,000.00 for 


A William Beaudine Production. Presented by Carl Laemmle. Adaptation and continuity 
by Al Cohn. Story supervision by Joseph Poland 


It’s Universal Long Run Special! 


A Remarkable Telegram 


About Greet Prune! L AU RA 
PLANTE 


a A WESLEY RUGGLES PRODUCTION, with Johnny 
aa Harron, Arthur Rankin, Edmund Breese, Capt. Duncan. 


F rom the Saturday Evening Post story by Mary Roberts 
Rinehart. 


aN 


~ 
> 


the picture for America’s millions and all people everywhere 
Gran, from the Broadway stage success by Milton | throughout the entire world. Prepare NOW for another of 
_ PRODUCTION, by Carl Laemmle, Jr. UNIVERSAL’S AMAZING WINNERS! 


| 


a 


| 
| A 
| UNIVERSAL CITY; CALIF. 
| Have Just SEEN FINDERS KEEPERS; AND | 
FEEL IT 15 EXCELLENT PIECE OF wORK- FINE § | ae 
CASTING AND DIRECTION. miss LA pLANTE | 
GIVES cpLENDID DERFORMANCE- HAS GIVEN | 
ME ONE oF THE HEARTIEST LAUGHS | EVER ; 
‘ HAD. FEEL THAT SHE DEVELOPS IN THIS pic- | 
TURE A TYPE OF SUBTLE COMEDY wHICH wiLL § 
ENDEAR HER TO EVEN LARGER AUDIENCES: : 
pLEASE THANK HER FOR ME FOR HER SPLEN- —_ 
pip WORK- aLso MY GRATITUDE TO MISTER 
RUGGLES. KINDEST REGARDS. 
MARY ROBERTS RINEHART: 
| CARL LA 
EMMLE Pr wows | 
SAG S | 
MQ ISSS8$888 a ISS}? ASS) en & if 
SIBSS \ ANSE NG ASST -1 IS SX 
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end, the picture leaving a cheerful 
effect. 

The film is an achievement in art- 
less realism. There isn’t a moment 
when it does not live, and the whole 
production is utterly guiltless of 
theatrical device. Simple people, 


‘kindly and happy, are suddenly en- 


gulfed in the conflict, and tragedy 
comes upon the gentle villagers, 
ameng whom stalk the hated mili- 
tary martinets. It is the arrogant 
military class that plays the villain. 
The people are the pitiful puppets. 


The story itself does not bear 
telling, so simple and unadorned is 
the commonplace history of a widow 
and her four sons. Joseph goes to 
America before the war, marries 
and has his own little delicatessen 
shop, and a baby is born. Then the 
war comes. The other three broth- 
ers go to the front and one by one 
are killed. There is no “war stuff,” 
the war tragedy is enacted in the 
homely cottage of the lone mother. 
Joseph goes overseas in the A. E. F., 
leaving his wife to handle the shop. 
The story leaves him while the 
mother back in Bavaria is slowly 
broken as the war machine takes 
her three remaining boys—Franz, 
the handsome; Johannes, the strong, 
and, finally, Andreas, the beautiful. 


Armistice Day finds her destitute 
of life and joy, while Joseph returns 
from France to America to find that 


|his business had grown to a rich 


chain of stores. 


His first move is to send for 
mother. From sombre tragedy the 
picture here takes on a tender and 
livelier quality. Mother has to go 
to school to learn her letters for 
American immigration purposes. 
Upon the Ellis Island examination 
she goes to pieces and is detained. 
But quite innocently she wanders 
out of the detention pen, reaches 
the city and meanders around under 
the care of kindly cops, who at 
length bring her safe to haven in 
Joseph’S’ very modern apartment, 
where the frantic Joseph, returning 
from his search, finds her cuddling 
the baby before the fire. 


Mrs. Mann’s playing of the big 
role is a miracle of unaffected nat- 
uralness. Her Frau Bernle lives 
from the moment the film starts to 
its finish. She looks the part and 
she plays it with utter absence of 
effort or consciousness as a stately 
and white crowned old mother might 
go about her household tasks. And 
if this isn’t art so much the worse 
for the trained and inspired acting 
profession. 

Something of the same effortless 
simplicity has been communicated 
to the whole cast. The picture is 
rich in fascinating characters, such 
as the pompous but kindly old Ger- 


man letter carrier (Albert Gran) 


whose agonizing task it is to deliver 
the casualty notices to Frau Bernle; 
the Burgomeister of the village 
(August Tollaire), and the Inn- 
keeper (Hughie Mack), besides a 
host of others. 

The picture will be the making 
of James Hall, hitherto just a young 
leading man. As Joseph he creates 
a splendid portrait with a wide 
range of clean cut playing. Earle 
Fox makes a graphic study of the 
cold-blooded military officer type. 
One of the high lights is his suicide 
at the explicit invitation of his re- 
bellious regiment upon Armistice 
day, dressing himself in all his deco- 
rations for it. 

In a pictorial sense the produc- 
tion is a revel in beauty and sig- 
nificant detail, with camera shots 
that are arresting. Such are the 
views of departing soldiers seen 
marching through the gay village 
streets from the vantage point of 
the church belfry; the panorama of 
the farming countryside swathed in 
morning mists; the church steeple 
with the tolling bells reflected in 
the still mill pond and a myriad of 
such color shots. Happy character 
bits likewise go to the building up 
of eloquent atmosphere and bit by 
bit the illusion of reality in place 
and people is created and never lost 
through nearly two hours. - 

Movietone is again employed with 
excellent discretion. It supplies an 
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1540 Broadway, New York City 


appropriate score and interpolates 
a few sound effects. When the 
young villagers are bringing in the 
hay, snatches of their song are 
brought out; again in the only bat- 
tlefield sequence a faint voice is 
heard through the mists crying 
“mutterchen,” and for one passage 
(where the stricken mother dreams 
her brood are again gathered about 
the supper board) a male chorus 
sings faintly as though at a great 
distance, or as though a choir were 
singing in a far off organ loft in 
church. The treatment follows 
closely upon that employed in “Sun- 
rise,” avoiding emphasis that might 
clash with the illusion. 

There can be no question of the 
work’s merit. There is only one 
bare chance for it to fall short of 
enormous popularity, the possibility 
that the screen public will shy off 
from a serious war picture at this 
time, when the subject has been 
pretty well exploited. That’s quite 
remote, very remote, for a picture of 
this class and strength. Rush. 


SPORTING GOODS 


Paramount production and release. 
Starring Richard Dix. Directed by Mal- 
colm St. Clair from story by Tom Crizer 
and Ray § Harris. Titles by George 
Marion, Jr. At Paramount, New York, 
week of Feb. 12. Running time, over 60 
minutes. 


Richard Richard Dix 
Mr. Jordon. Ford Sterling 
Alice Eliott...... Olmstead 
Henry Philip Stiange 
Mrs. Eliott...... Myrtle Stedman 
Timothy Stanfield............ Claude King 
Mrs, Stanfield...... Maude Turner Gordon 


Light comedy harboring several 
strong situations which, combined 
with George Marion, Jr.’s titling, 
create sure and plentiful laughter. 
Dix is ably supported by Gertrude 
Olmstead in the leading fem role. 
Cast delivers enjoyable business all 
the way through, Sterling and Dix 
dividing comedy honors in one of 
the two hit comedy situations. 
Dix is a sporting goods salesman, 
also the inventor of a new type of 
golf suit guaranteed to give players 
more freedom for arms and shoul- 
ders, 

On the strength of the car and 
his obvious acquaintance with 
Stanfield, a financier, Dix, the girl 
and her mother, go for a ride into 
town when their car breaks down 
on the road. 

Sterling, as Jordon, head of a de- 
partment store and a golf bug, is 
induced to go out on the golf 
course and watch the easy style of 
Dix’s garment. Jordon is con- 
vinced. It begins to rain and the 
suit begins to grow longer, the coat 
finally reaching below his knees 
and the trousers stretching to the 
floor. 

In another scene, where the 
menace lays plans to embarrass 
Dix in a poker game, the latter is 
called to the phone three times. 
Each time two of the players leave 
the table and’ the other slips a 
deuce into Dix’s cards in exchange 
for another card. Every time Dix 
returns to the table to pick up his 
hand he notices the deuces grow- 
ing. Mugs humorously when he 
finally spots the four deuces and 
wins four grand. 

Production handled neatly and 
carried along at a good rate of 
speed. Dix’s reception by the man- 
ager of the hotel and a regiment of 
redcaps create more laughs. 

Not exceptionally strong but high 
class program fare which should 
get money. Mori. 


ROSE-MARIE 


Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer production and 
release. Featuring Joan Crawford, House 
Peters and James Murray. Adapted from 
operetta of same name and directed by 


Iucien Hubbard. John Arnold, camera- 
man. At Capitol, New York, week Feb- 
ruary 11. Running time, 70 minutes, 


Joan- Crawford 
James Murray 
House Peters 

Creighton Hale 


George Cooper 
Polly Moran 

Lionel] Belmore 
Harry Gribbon 


The way the cast reads at the 
head of this notice is also the man- 
ner in which the Capitol program is 
listing the “principal players.” It’s 
a bad idea for an ordinary program 
feature that will serve as a fair 
open week filler, preferably during 
the hot weather when the mountain 
scenery won't be hard on the eyes 
and thoughts of vacation days. 

How the uninitiated are going to 
pick out who’s who in this one is 
a problem. Maybe they’re all hid- 
ing, including Edmund Goulding, 
whose name doesn’t crop up any- 
where. This is the picture M-G-M 
Scrapped after sinking $50,000 in it, 
fave it out as a press story, started 
to remake with Goulding and felt a 
bit sorry about it all. Lucien Hub- 
bard gets screen credit for direct- 
ing. How much of it actually is his 
is guess work. 

But that cast idea. No character 
parts on program or in a lead title. 
Identifying the players as they ap- 
pear with their names italicized 
down in one corner of a title is 
still a pretty fair system. 

Especially value when trying to 
put over a new personality. In this 
instance it seems to be James Mur- 
ray. Few at the Capitol this week 
will be able to pick him out, ex- 
cept by deduction. As the studios 
seem afraid to leave anything to the 
imagination of their followers, why 
give that same public credit for 
being able to decipher an incom- 
plete cast listing system. 

Murray looks like a bet for fea- 


tured roles. Judging on this per- 


formance it’s doubtful if stardom 
will ever enfold him. He’s not the 
type. No one will ever associate 
Murray with the collar ad boys, but 
he’s a masculine appearing youth 
whom the men will probably accept 
more readily than women, Former. 
ly a member of the Capitol’s uni- 
formed staff (doorman) this is Mure- 
ray’s first picture there, and he's 
due at this house again next week 
in “The Crowd.” 

“Rose-Miurie” isn’t as bad as the 
advance reports rated it. It’s just a 
picture with whatever following 
Joan Crawford has picked up to 
help. It’s up in high altitudes, 
with the famed red coated force 
liberally sharing the story. The 
heav¥ dramatic incidents and the 
slow-motion miniature ice break 
climax figure to hold enough in- 
terest to make it passable with the 
average audience even if familiar. 
Eliminating 750 feet would help 
plenty. 

Continuity jumps around and just 
what becomes of the heroine’s hus- 
band isn’t quite clear. But “the 
end” has her going downstream 
with Murray who has been under 
suspicion for murder since reel two. 
A questionable inclusion is the ine 
ferred intention of attack by Mure 
ray on Miss Crawford, the rough 
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FIL MR EVIEWS 


and ready boy seeing the light when 
the girl starts to pray for protec- 
tion. Titles, uncredited, are rather 
awful and too many in number. 
Photography is okay. 

Miss Crawford doesn’t do badly, 
Murray is pretty fair and House 
Peters makes the sergeant reason- 
ably convincing. “Pigeon" Polly 
Moran also rings in on a dance 
hall scene, and presumably George 
Cooper serves aS an adequate men- 


ace. 
Capacity Saturday matinee audi- 
énce accepted the pictu e without 
comment either way, and gave it a 
light smattering of appaluse as it 
losed. Sufficiently trimmed down, 
se-Marie” should fill in on one 
of those “dog day” weeks for a 
break even or slightly better gross 
with title a possible aid. Sid. 


THAT’S MY BABY 


. Universal production and release starring 
Reginald Denny. Directed by Fred New- 
meyer from original story by Denny; Al- 
bert De Mond titled. At the Roxy, New 
York, week of Feb. 11. Running time, 55 


mins. 
Simmy Norton .......+.....Regina:d Denny 
Olly Moran Kent 
yivia Van Tassel....e.e-+++.. Lillian Rich 
Armand Kalis 

BBO Jane Im Verne 
Mrs. Van Tassel........Mathilde Brundage 
Perkins ...... Wilson Benge 
Second Butker. ...Charles Coleman 
Valet Currier 


Reginald Denny’s magnanimous- 
ness in permitting the four or five- 
year-old Jane La Verne to steal the 


AL 
MARKELL 
AND 
GAY 
FAUN 
A Good Bet for Moving 
Picture Theatres Any- 


where 
COMED Y-COMEDY-COMEDY 


Direction Wm. Morris Office 


-ly matter 


picture from him goes double, con- 
sidering that the.star also authored 
the story which gives the kiddie 
actress the opportunities she has. 

Little Miss La Verne is a female 
Jackie Coogan and will be heard 
from soon and often if handled 
right. Universal has a better bet in 
the kidlet than Baby Peggy was. 
Considering the child actress’ per- 
formante, the existent shortcomings 
of the story and direction don't real- 
After all, if the purpose 
was to give the youngster an op- 
portunity, some concession to faith- 
fulness must be made. 

In a somewhat fantastic mannet 
Denny meets little orphaned Pudge. 
Becoming an unwilling “father” on 
the eve of his marriage to a social 
climber and a feminine fortune 
hunter, whose affection is obviously 
influenced by the hero’s financial 
rating, the youngster is instrumen- 
tal in halting the nuptials and unit- 
ing the sympathetic nurse (Barbara 
Kent) with Denny, these being the 
“parents” the orphan selects for 
herself. 

When there is danger of the ac- 
tion falling down, rescue and acci- 
dent scenes, among other things, are 
interpoiated and so, for 55 minutes, 
the audience overlooks much of the 
realistic standards and is entranced 
by Jane La Verne's performance. Al- 
bert De Mond’s breezy titles also 
help. 

The kiddie overshadows Denny, 
and the rest of the support is ac- 
cordingly slighted, although Tom 
O’Brien as the breezy traffie cop 
makes most of his opportunities. 

“That’s My Daddy” is not a cost- 
ly production nor a great one, but 
will make money, please generally 
and above all impress because of 
little Jane La Verne. Abel, 


CONEY ISLAND 


F. B. O. production and release. Di- 
rected by Ralph Ince from story (probably 
original) by J. J. O'Neill. Lois Wilson and 
Lucila Mendez starred. Titles by Jack 
Conway. At Keith’s Hippodrome, New 
York, week Feb. 18. Running time, about 
63 minutes. 
Joan Wellman.. 
Joy Carroll ..... 
Tammany Burke ..........-Eugene Strong 
Bob Wainwright .........Rudolph Cameron 
Hughey Irving 


«.-.-Lois Wilson 
.-Lucila Mendez 


“Coney Island” can play any pic- 
ture house, and that takes in the 
biggest, for a week. It’s a corking 
action-romantic meller with Coney 
Island as its title and background. 

Just one of those happy things 
that F. B. O. happened to hit. 
Though that does not remove any 
of the glory for J. J. O’Neill, who 
wrote this worthwhile story, or the 
excellent direction of Ralph Ince. 
Without knowing what F. B. O. 
spent for this “Coney Island,” if it 
cost $300,000 it would not be a whit 
better—and Joe Kennedy didn't go 
for that amount—not for F. B. O. 
this season. 

The Coney Island scenes get Ahs 
from the audience. Especially when 
the audience is carried up and down 
the roller coaster. While the big 
coaster is called “‘The Giant Dipper” 
on its front and the admission is 
10c., it and its dips look like the 
One Mile Streak at Luna Park, 
where the gate is 25c. Of course, 
this could have been taken at one of 
the beach resorts on the Pacific. 

Applause breaks out several times 
in front. The loudest is when Lucila 
Mendez K. O.’s the heavy by kick- 


“JAPANSY” 


THE JESSE CRAWFORD ORGAN CONCERT 


WITH MRS. CRAWFORD AT THE STAGE CONSOLE 


PARAMOUNT THEATRE, N. Y. 
Week Beginning Saturday, Feb. 11, 1928 


“FOUR WALLS” 
“THE MAN I LOVE” 


ing him on the chin, and another 
when the cops arrive to balk the 
gangsters, The way the gangsters 
Started to wreck the joint on the 
platform of the coaster is perfect 
and speaks as well for Mr. O'Neill's 
outdoor detail throughout. Or per- 
haps it was Mr. Ince. 

Scoring at the Hip was most apt. 

Music embodied many pop numbers, 
all alluding to the situation at hand. 
Two or three fights and a general 
melee toward the finish with the 
Sangsters, but the best battle oc- 
curred in the dressing room of the 
cabaret show between Miss Mendez 
and another girl. Miss Mendez runs 
away with the entire film. The co- 
star, Lois Wilson, has a placid role, 
one of those sweet parts as a ticket 
taker at the coaster with the ride's 
owner in love with her. 
Miss Mendez is a flip dancer and 
utters many of Jack Conway’s fast 
captions, with none of those too high 
or two fast for the audience. Several 
get their laughs and the others neatly 
fit into the atmosphere. In a story 
of this character the caption writer, 
if he can do it, and Conway can, 
showd be allowed to go as far as he 
likes. When will the producers learn 
that one of the best word things 
liked mostly by the American pub- 
lic is slang, even if they don't al- 
ways understand it. It’s something 
by itself to talk about. All book and 
periodical publishers have discov- 
ered that much. 

Tale is consistent and handled 
that way. The ride’s prop. must 
have a clear July 4 to get over. 
Otherwise the political boss of the 
Island will cop his coaster. Inter- 
twined is the millionaire who likes 
the cabaret girl but falls for the 
cashier and goes to work as an en- 
gineer on the ride under an assumed 
name, 

The finish is the picture’s only 
weakness. Probably no one could 
think of anything else. At least it 
helps to keep a clean picture clean. 
It’s too quick and illogical, but a 
minor defect in .n otherwise bear in 
its class, 

Besides which this film permits of 
a clown, carnival or circus ballyhoo 
in front. cf the house or on the 


street. The Hip has a mechanical 
clown in front making a good bal- 
lyhooed flash. 

“Coney Island” is by far the best 
picture the Hip has had. That says 
very little for a house that has held 
the worst, but this F. B. O. will do 
business this week for the Hip be- 
cause it more than makes good un- 
der one of the gingerest of names. 
ro name that should draw by 
itself. 


THE WHIP WOMAN 


Produced by Robert Kane. Released by 
First National. Story by Forrest Halsey 
and Leland Hayward. Directed by Joseph 
Cc. Boyle. Presented at the Greenwich Vil- 
lage theatre, New York, for a two weeks’ 
engagement, starting Feb. 11. Running 
time, 53 minutes. 


Moreno 
The Baron. .cccccsce --Lowell Sherman 
Countess. Hedda Hopper 


Mill Haldane........ «--Julanne Johnston 


Pronounced and continuous raz- 
zing greeted the unreeling of this 
crude film on the’ opening. Sub- 
titles so trite that the spectators 
anticipated them; director inept- 
ness so conspicuous that it seemed 
funny; acting that reflected the gen- 
eral quality of the production, all 
combined to spell turkey in caps. 
Why talk about quickies and state 
righters when Robert Kane, a mon- 
eyed producer, releasing through an 
important organization like First 
National, can go so far wrong 

The story takes place in Hungary, 
where Sari, a peasant girl, has a 
large horse whip as a Hungarian 
equivalent to roller skates, She 
gives the boys a dose of the lash 
whenever they get fresh. She drives 
a plow by day, and at night hasa 
rather indefinite status in a local 
wine shop. Her hatred of men is 
intense, and nobody has ever caught 
her when she didn’t have her whip 
with her. 

She beats up a young aristocrat, 
but later saves him from fulfilling a 
suicide urge. At this point she 
knocks him on the head. The hero 
and heroine throughout the picture 
wallop one another plenty. 

Dragging the aristocrat to her 
home which, a subtitle telis us, has 
never been entered by a man, she 
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undresses him and puts him to bed. 
The next subtitle reads: 
“An Awakening Such as Sari and 
Michael Had Never Imagined.” 
This shows them the next morn- 
ing, the girl in the high Hungarian 
bed, the man on the floor mattress, 
with a resulting Pullman car effect. 
The ripening of love is a matter of 
but a few feet of film. The conven- 
tional complications from the direc- 
tion of the aristocratic family are 
in due time circumvented, and the 
picture closes with an assurance 
that they were married. Land. 


OPENING NIGHT 


Produced by Hollywood Pictures, re- 
leased by Colunmia. Directed by Edward 
H. Griffith. Producer appears on title 
sheet ag Harry Cohn. Lobby data is 


seanty. Stars Claire Windsor and John 
Bowers, Story by Albert Payson ‘Ter- 
hune. At the Academy, New York, Feb. 


13. Running time, % minutes. 


Several of Jannings’ pictures with 
an unhappy ending appear to have 
inspired the idea among producers 
that the time is ripe for that sort 
of screen material. Here it doesn't 
work out satisfactorily. The tale is 
artificial; always one is conscious 
that the people and events are he- 
ing manipulated by the dramatist, 
director and actors entirely to gain 
effects and without regard to what 


pom would logically do in real 
ife. 
Events are not well knit. For in- 


stance, a man, believed to have 
been lost at sea, returns to find his 
wife being won by a rival. Be- 
cause he has played the cowuard 
during the sinking of a liner, he 
voluntarily fades out of the picture, 
leaving fortune and loved ones be- 
hind, and taking a job as washer 
in a garage. You can’t help but 
think he could have disclosed him- 
seif and nobody would ever have 
known of the disgrace, and so the 
whole business seems _ foolish, 
ather than heart rending as the 
picture would have it. 

Sentiment is spread on pretty 
thick. By a coincidence the hero 
in his capacity of automobile 
washer is called upon to wash his 
own Rolls Royce, when the car 
comes back after having taken the 
wife and her new husband on their 
honeymoon. He climbs into the 
ritzy tonneau and picking up the 
trick speaking apparatus, as was 
his wont when he was prosperous, 
he murmurs to the absent chauffeur, 
“Home,” and thereupon drops dead. 
The pathos is laid on so thick, here 
as in other places, that it defeats 
itself and one is disposed to meet 
it with levity. 

The picture has not been happily 
cast. The lobby billing features 
Claire Windsor and John Bowers, 
although the principal character 
(role is typical of the sort Jannings 
plays) is done by an actor who never 
gets into the step or spirit of his 
character, partly because he is 
rather an obvious stagey actor and 
partly because it is an extraordi- 
narily difficult role, of a middle- 
aged man who has both to draw 
sympathy, and still establish that 
audience attitude that will accept 
his ultimate defeat at the hands of 
fate. Jannings might do it, but not 
just a mechanical actor, 

The Windsor and Bowers roles 
are very incidental. The happy 


outcome is theirs, but nobody cares. 
The story is loosely woven, does not 
rise to a climax and is extremely 


slow in development. The technical 
production has been nicely handled. 
Several passages have a first rate 
trick of expressing dramatic values 
in symbolism, such as the husband 
throwing a loving note to his wife 
on the steamer dock. It is wrapped 
in a gold coin. The coin reaches 
the hands of the husband's rival, 
while the loving message floats into 
the water, Again the same trick 
is employed when a child makes 
the husband a gift of a handker- 
chief, with which he later wipes 
his face when he has been struck 
by missiles from a mob which re- 
viles him as a coward. 
Just a good idea gone wrong. 
Rush. 


MARIA STUART 


(GERMAN MADE) 
Berlin, Jan. 26. 

Resounding flop. Anton Kuh 
wrote the scenario and Friedrich 
Feher directed it unter the super- 
vision of Leopold Jessner of the 
State Playhouse, Berlin. Jessner 
has been much criticized for spend- 
ing his precious time on this work, 
as he has not staged a single pro- 
duction at his own theatre this sea- 
son, 

This is particularly justified, as he 
does not seem to have any idea of 
film direction. 

Madga Sonya, tooted ‘:tely as a 
coming star, is superfic :1 as Maria. 
Even such a fine performer as Fritz 
Korner made nothing of his rule. 

Trask. 


Touring the World! 


KIRBY 


and 


DeGAGE 


An Unprecedented Hit at 
The Casino in Cannes, France, 
on the Reviera 


Before the most select and critical 
audience in the world, composed of 
millionaire society, Kuropean nobility 
and even the kings and queens of the 
Centinent. 


FEATURED NEXT WEEK IN 
MONTE CARLO AT THE 
HOTEL METROPOLE 
CALI SINDELAR 


ARTISTE-CONDUCTOR 


MARCO IDEAS 


from San Diego to Van- 
couver, and then some 
they are the “Tiffany” of 


stage presentations 


GLENN 


and 


SWEEPIN’ UP LAUGHS 


PARAMOUNT, NEW YORK 


INCLUDING “CRIP,” THE CHAMPION RHYTHMIC BOOTBLACK 
Publix Tour Direction WM. MORRIS 


HIS WEEK 
FEB. 11 


At Metropolitan, Boston, “VARIETY” said: “Glenn and Jenkins are carrying the unit with their vaudeville routine” 
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STAGE HAND YEARS, BUT HAD 
HUNCH JOB WASN'T PERMANENT 


Keith Former Two-a-Day House in Cincinnati Re- 
opening With Picture Policy and All-New Staff— 
John Speck, Flyman, Made Kidding Comment 


Cincinnati, Feb. 14. 


“T had a hunch this job wasn't 
permanent when I took it,” said 
John Speck, flyman for 26 years at 
Keith’s former two-a-day house 
here. 

Keith's lately closed with vaude- 
ville, to reopen in a week or so as 
a straight picture house with Chap- 
lin’s “Circus” the starter, 

In a complete change of all em- 
ployees, from manager to ushers, 
are a half dozen men who have been 
with the Keith forces here for from 
15 to 30 years. 

Musicians who hold 30-week con- 
tracts for the house will be placed 
in other local Keith-Albee-Orpheum 
theatres to work out the remaining 
nine weeks of their agreement. 
Those houses are controlled by the 
Keith - Albee - Harris-Lisbon-Heid- 
ingsfeld group of this city. 


FRISCO ALSO HAS ITS 
UNEMPLOYMENT TALE 


San Francisco, Feb. 14. 


Variety’s report on unemployment 
conditions in Chicago created con- 
siderable local interest, as the sit- 
uation here at present is the worst 
in years. Thousands of men and 
women are out of work. The con- 
dition has become so acute that 
municipal officials are taking steps 
to immediately launch a pretentious 
program of street and road con- 
struction, so that work can be pro- 
vided. 

In San Jose, 50 miles south of 
here, the unemployment situation 
reached a crisis when S. J. Norton, 
realtor, and “man of God,” marched 
on the San Jose Community Chest 
leading a ragged army of men out 
of work. The ragged men had just 
been ejected from Norton’s “clothe 
the naked and feed the hungry” es- 
tablishment by city health author- 
ities on the claim that the “home” 
failed to conform to sanitary re- 
quirements. Aroused, the San Jose 
Chest officials announced an effort 
would be made to “meet. the 
emergency.” 


Larry Comer’s Breakdown 


Larry Comer, vaude single, was 
removed to Bellevue Hospital, New 
York City, as result of a nervous 
breakdown. Arrangemets to move 
him to another hospital were set 
aside upon advice of physicians at 
Bellevue. 

Comer was once a partner of the 
late Emma Carus in vaudeville and 
had recently been doing a single, 
carrying his own pianist. 


VITA SKETCH SUIT 
Chicago, Feb. 14. 

Ballard MacDonald and Russell 
Robinson have filed a claim through 
Atty. Phil R. Davis against Vita- 
phone, charging a sketch written by 
them, titled “Hostess,” was used by 
Sally Fields in a Vita act without 
royalty consideration. 

Davis is negotiating for a cash 
settlement. 


Stickney’s Quick Action 


Bob Stickney, III, after a long 
stay abroad, has started another 
tour of the picture houses. 

Stickney landed on a Wednesday, 
rehearsed Friday and opened Sat- 
urday. 
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RUSHING CLOUD HAS 
PLEA FOR INDIANS 


Editor Variety: 

I have seen a number of signs 
stating, “See America first.” I think 
that should read, “Know America 
first.’ A large number of people 
don’t know America and the people 


in it. 

The average theatrical agent 
seems to think that all Indians in 
America were born and raised on & 
reservation out in the wild and 
woolly West and should have long 
hair, wear feathers and the cos- 
tumes of ancient days. 

In New York I heard an agent 
tell an Indian (college graduate) 
that he (agent) didn’t believe he 
was an Indian, because his hair 
wasn’t long and he didn’t dress like 
an Indian. 

When such an Indian presents an 
act to an agent, if he can’t sing and 
do a war dance with the ancient day 
costumes, he is out of luck. 

A somersault is a somersault, re- 
gardless of who does it, but perhaps 
with the agent it makes a difference 
what race does it. 

For the information of those that 
don’t know, there are 34,452 Indian 
children in the public schools; learn- 
ing the same things the other chil- 
dren are. Attending the gymna- 
siums and dance halls, the girls are 
wearing bob hair and doing the 
black bottom just the same as the 
white girls. I ask the agents to 
change their attitude toward Indians 
and give them a chance. 

Rushing Cloud. 


LEW CANTOR’S PLAY 


Vaude Producer Again Fooling With 
Legit 


Lew Cantor is planning another 
flier at legit producing. He has a 
new play by Tom Barry, untitled 
as yet. It will go into rehearsal 
the latter part of the month. 

Cantor, vaude producer, takes a 
flier in the legit now and then. 
His last was “Brass Buttons,” a 
bust, at the Bijou, New York. 


All-English Unit Bill 


E. K. Nadel is assembling an all- 
English bill for vaudeville which he 
will project as a unit under title of 
“All British Revue.” 

The cast will comprise 12 players, 
all bona fide English, 


CLAIBORNE FOSTER’S FILLER 


Claiborne Foster will enter 
vaudeville upon completion of her 
engagement at the Greenwich Vil- 
lage New ‘York, next week in 
“Tryst,” the playlet in which the 
legit star has been appearing at the 
downtown house. 

John Kane and Gertrude Moran 
will be retained as support. 

The vaude excursion is a filler-in 
pending selection of a new play in 
which she will appear under man- 
agement of Richard Herndon. 


GUS SUN’S 20TH 
Springfield, O., Feb. 14. 
Next week Gus Sun will cele- 
brate in the Sun theatres his 20th 
year in the show business. 


Florentine Choir Feb. 27 


K.-A.-O. offices this week set Feb. 
27 as the Palace, New York, date 
for the Florentine Singers. 

The 85 vocalists are under the 
direction of Sandro Benilli. 


Lee Kids’ New Act 
The Lee Kids, first in pictures 
and then vaude, are back in vaude- 
ville. They started to break in last 
week out of town. 


Coutts Adds Another 
Liberty, Bernardsville, N. Y., has 
been added to the books of John 

Coutts, independent booker. 


Plays four acts on the last halt. 


CHAIN AGENCY HAS 
BUT ONE LAST HALF 
12 Booking ianets Paid N. W. 


Stephens $50 Each for Fran- 
chise—All for Single House 


The Chain Vaudeville Agency, 
functioning several months, and 
supposedly official booking agency 
of vaudeville and presentation feat- 
ures for the Universal Picture 
houses, seems progressing slower 
than anticipated. 

Thus far the Chain has but one 
last half playing five acts, with 12 
franchised agents submitting for 
the one house. They are discour- 
aged about the agency getting any 
more time for the present. 

The Chain Agency was formed 
by N. W. Stephens in December. 
Stephens had been connected with 
the Sun Agency, New York, book- 
ing several Universal houses. 

At the time 14 Universal houses 
were announced for a_ starter; 
Chain Agency franchises disposed 
of at $50 each to 12 agents, who 
figured the Universal outlet a bo- 
nanza and worth the half-century 
fee. 

Subsequent investigation among 
the agents has revealed that the 
formation of the Chain Agency was 
Stephens’ and not Universal’s idea, 
although the latter agreed to per- 
mit him to book presentations and 
acts into such houses it might 
throw his way. The one last half 
stand is all the agency. has thus 
far. 


ONE OUT—TEAM OUT 


Why Wayne-Callahan Siepped into 
“Good Newe” for Four Shows 


When Gus Shy became ill last 
week and out of “Good News” in 
New York, for four performances, 
Billy Wayne and Marie Callahan 
stepped into the show. They are 
of the Chicago “Good News.” 

Shy and Inez Courteney are in 
the New York cast as a team. They 
mostly do team work. One of the 
partners out called for another 
couple to substitute. 


Lauder Held Over 


Sir Harry Lauder will be held 
over and indefinitely at the Knick- 
erbocker, New York, following. the 
expiration of the announced en- 
gagement of four weeks. 

The indefinite run gives William 
Morris his longest stand for Lauder 
since assuming the management of 
the Scotchman ove; 20 years ago. 

Another new point on the current 
stay is, that the top is $3.30, as 
against the $2.20 top charge of 
Lauder’s previous engagements in 
New York. 


THE TUCKERS DOUBLING 


The Tuckers, Soph and Bert, 
mother and son, are doubling this 
week, both playing in Newark, 
N. J. but in different theatres. 
Mother is at the Mosque and the 
youngster at the Branford. Each 
is a presentation house. 

Next week both will rejoin for 
the single week at the Stanley, 
Philadelphia, and after that who 
can tell? 


ED. TIERNEY’S SINGLE 
Los Angeles, Feb. 14. 

While Marjorie White is recover- 
ing from an appendicitis operation, 
Ed Tierney, her husband and vaude 
partner, will do a single around here 
the next two months. 

Tierney is now working at the 
Strand, Long Beach, as m. e. 


TRULY SHATTUCK’S VENTURE 


Truly Shattuck is coming out of 
retirement to vaudeville. 

Miss Shattuck has reformed an 
alliance with Marta Golden. 


Carter-Anderson’s Return 


Harry Carter, who dissolved his 
vaude partnership with Maybelle 
Anderson last season to enter the 
agency field, is returning to vaude- 
ville with Miss Anderson again as 
partner. 

Since Carter’s retirement Miss 
Anderson had been doing an act 
with Mae Hoey. 


De Marcos in Bermuda 


Tony De Marco, of the De Marcos, 
has returned from a vacation and 
opens in two weeks in Bermuda at 


the Hotel Bermudiana. 


Public Owns K-A, Says Thompson, 
And Dividends Are Essential 


Major L. E. Thompson, the new general theatre manager of the 
Keith-Albee Greater New York houses, is giving the house man- 
agers some intimate information about the circuit. The Major tg 
talking nicely to the boys and they rather enjoy the innovation. 

One of the most intimate bits was along this line: 

“You know that now nefther Mr. Albee or Mr. Murdock owns the 
theatre, but the public does. So every one must get out and hustle 
to make money to pay dividends, or the bankers will be on thetr 
necks.” 

It somewhat puzzled the listening managers as to whose necks 
the Major referred to; Messrs. Albee and Murdock’s, the managers’ 
or the Thompson family’s. 


RELEASED GAGS 


“How did that sausage we ate last night ageee with you?” 
“TI think it hurt my liverwurst.” 


“As I left my hotel room this morning I noticed a man in the pexf 
room hanging himself on the chandelier.” 

“Well, did you cut him down?” 

“No; he wasn’t dead yet.” 


Questioner to Japanese Interpreter—Ask him ff he turned out the light, 
(Interpreter does so.) 

Witness—(Sputters intelligibly for a full minute). 

Interpreter—He say “No.” (“The Mystery Man” at the Bayes.) 

(Leo Carrillo was one of the first to tell the gag in his monolog, tf noe 
the creator of it.) 


Any sap could find a pearl in an oyster, but it takes a smart girl te 
get diamonds out of a nut.” 


“My name is on that towel.” 
“Is that your name? Hotel McAlpin? 


“You have been eating oranges.” 
“How can you tell?” 
“By the skin on your face.” 


“Think of the future.” 
‘I can't; it’s my wife’s birthday, and I'm thinking of the present.” 


“What is the difference between you and one who dyes wool?” 
“Do you know?” 


“Sure. One who dyes wool is a lamb dyer, while you are a Man” 


“What gives more milk than one cow?” 
“Two cows.” 


*T'll be right down as soon as I can slip on something.” 
“Slip on the stairs.” 


“Do you serve lobsters here?” 
“Bure, what do you want?” 


“What’s the name, please?” 
“It’s on the envelope, you dumbell.” 


“Did you ring?” 
“No, the bell did.” 


“Can you tell me the quickest way to the cemetery?” 
“Sure; stand on that railway track; there'll be a train along &@@ @ 
minute.” 


“It’s better to have loved and lost—much better.” 


“Don't be the girl your mother thinks you are—my boy.” 


“What kind of shoes can be made out of bananas?’ “Slippers.” 


Publix’s Permanent M.C.s 


Publix’s masters of ceremonies 
are being switched around again, 
but, this time, when it’s all over 
they’ll be permanently set. 

Lou Kosloff goes on to the B. & 
K. Chicago, Chicago, to stay there 
indefinitely. Gene Rodemich is 
scheduled to return to the Metro- 
politan, Boston, for a stay. Al 
Mitchell will stick in New Hawa 
and a new m. as yet uN 
will be selected for the 


Florence Mayo’s Crash 


Florence Mayo, of Mayo and 
West, is confined to the local hos- 
pital at Teaneck, N. J., as a result 
of injuries in an auto accident Mon- 
day night. 

Miss Mayo and friends were driv- 
ing back from Paterson, N. J., when 
their machine collided with a bus. 
A heavy fog is said to have been 


responsible. Miss Mayo, in the New York. 
front seat, was pitched headlong, : . 
suffering contusions other 
9 
bruises. Remainder of the party P ans Racing Stable 


Los Angeles, Feb. 14 
Looks like Alexander Pantages & 
out to make a bid for some of those 
purses at Tia Juana track this sea- 
son. He paid $41,300 for four naga 
from the Brown Shasta Stock farm, 
The quartet are Shasta Rose 
Pine, Nut and Bullet. Pantages alk, 
After a rather hectic booking ex- |"¢2dy owns “Alexander Pantages" 
perience, the Rex theatre, East |2°t @ bad trotter. 
Rutherford, N. J., went to the Dow c 
agency last week. Vaude Out at Providence 
The Rex opened last October and 


were but slightly injured. 

Miss Mayo had gone to Paterson 
to appear at a benefit. Her condi- 
tion is not serious. 


Dow Gets Jersey Rex 


seats 1,400. A succession of opera- 
tives jumbled things so that Judge 
J. E. Butler was called in to le- 
gally adjust its matters, 


Cottam’s Film House Dates 
Clyde Cottam, comedy toe dancer, 
formerly with “Vanities,” has been 
signed by E. L. Hyman, of the 
Brooklyn Strand, to play some of 
the Stanley houses. 


Millie Leonard’s Own Agency 


Millie Leonard has withdrawn 
from the Alf. T. Wilton Agency to 


enter the agency field on her own. 


Loew vaude for the Carltut, 
Providence, formerly Emery, 
be withdrawn from that house this 
week. Acts booked for that bens 
for subsequent time were be‘; 
shifted by their agents this we, 


Frank Corbett With Fisher 
Frank Corbett, formerly cum 
nected as booker with Jack Linde# 
Agency, is now on the staff of Am 
thur Fisher, independent booke>, 


Atlantic theatre, Brooklyn,’ “sas 
been purchased from  Ben* 


Goodman by Clemente Pepe 
tures. 
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CHINESE SINGER 
GOES WILD AT N.V.A. 


Sun Ki Gee of Joe Howard’s 
Act Kemoved to Bellevue— 
Ran Out in Pajamas 


@un Ki Gee, Chinese singer with 
Joe Howard, was taken to Bellevue 


Hospital from the N, V. A. club- 
house Saturday. 

Gee became wild, according to 
the police, and violent. His actions 
fm the club brought Patrolmen John 
Rogers and Jack Crehan, of the 
West 47th street station, whose joint 
gatrength were needed to restrain 
the actor. 

Gee is 46 years old. 

He had formerly been a valet’ to 
Howard, it was said. He had acted 
strangely for the last several days, 
Howard told the cops. Gee had the 
adjacent room to Franklin Farnum 
at the club. Rogers stated that Gee 
sought to kick his way into the 
einema’s actor’s room. 

Partially attired in his pajamas, 
Gee left his room and then began to 
kick on Farnum‘s door. 

Racing downstairs with club 
Members and attaches after him, 
Gee sought out a colored employee. 
Gee_began to berate the negro in 
Chinese and became violent, Rogers 
@eclares. 

Howard rode with Gee to Bellevue. 


Stage Crew and Musicians 
Blow Gale-Brennan House 


A road call went up on the Strand, 
‘Winsted, Conn., last week when the 
house operators, Harry Gale and Bill 
Brennan, replaced union stage hands 
and musicians with non-union help. 

Gale propositioned the stage hands 
Bome weeks ago to drop from their 
$6 daily scale to $5. After with- 
@rawal of the stage hands, the mu- 
w®icians stuck upon advice from the 
union, the latter figuring a settle- 
ment would be made. When the 
musicians walked out in sympathy 
with the stage hands, the Strand 
withheld salary of Charles Weis- 
becker, musical director, with Gale 
telling him the only chance he had 
of collecting was to tear up his 
union card. Weisbecker came back 
to New York and placed his claim 
‘with the musicians’ union. 

The house attempted to round up 
@ non-union orchestra last week, 
but without success. It has since 
been operating with an organist. 

Booked by Fally Markus, the 
Strand plays films the first half and 
vaude on the other. Owners elimi- 
nated opposition recently by pur- 
ehasing the Opera House, its only 
epposition, and scrapping it. 


Plimmer-Leon Dissolve 


The Walter Plimmer-Consoli- 
Gated Agency amalgamation has 
dissolved. Plimmer retains his for- 
mer agency with Lawrence Leon, 
head of the Consolidated, out of 
Plimmer’s office and future plans 
uncertain. 

Leon and Plimmer joined several 
months ago. Most of Leon’s houses 
’. re in the Pa. coal region which 

‘ been hard hit because of the 

1ers’ strike, Most of the houses 

‘pped off his books. 


Fay House Goes Movie 


Providence, Feb. 14. 
The orchestra at the Carlton the- 
@tre has received notice and will be 
Out of the house in two weeks. The 
management (the Fay interests) an- 
Mounced there will be no mo.> 


vaude and the house will go straight 
Top will be 35 cents, The 


Movie, 
new Loew house is opposition. 

The Carlton has been doing only 
assable business as a vaude house, 


“INGENUES” FOR W-C 


* Jumping across the continent at 
their own expense, the Ingenues, 
“Follies,” 


@ rl band from Ziegfeld’s 
\ .ich closed because of Eddie Can- 


to”s illness, open for West Coast 


@ the Metropolitan, Los Angeles, 
M rch 8. 


~eonard Goldstein, of Arthur 


Spizzi’s office, booked the act at 
$2,500 for a minimum 14-week tour. 


Pickles Routed 
“. xed Pickles,” tabloid revue 


, for vaude by C. B. Mad- 
= has been routed by K-A-O. 
* « d Pickles,” most pretentious 


ict by Maddock, is in 12 scenes 
“. carries 14 people 


VAUDEVILLE 


STAGE PERFORMERS FREED 


Indecent Show Charge by Police 
Not Upheld 


A complaint of having given an 
indecent performance was dismissed 


against Ruth Cornwall, 21, of 142 
St. Anns avenue; Dorothy Kale, 25, 
of 413 West 92d street, dancers, 
and Victor Sigler, 34, theatrical 
agent, of Sussex, N. J., and George 
Tizard, 48, actor, of 21 Suydam 
street, Brooklyn, by Magistrate Jo- 
seph E. Corrigan in the Tombs 
Court. Sigler was held for trial in 
Special Sessions on a charge of pos- 
sessing an alleged indecent picture 
film. 

The four were arrested on the 
night of Jan. 29 when detectives of 
the Second Division raided a res- 
taurant at 407 Pearl street where 
150 men were attending a stag 
party. It was claimed the two 
women were performing a dance in 
little more than strings of beads. 
The police claimed the two men 
were in charge of the affair. 

In searching the place the officers 
found a film which they claimed 
Sigler was to show to the guests. 
It is alleged the picture was ob- 
scene. 


“NUT” SUIT STARTED 
OVER BIT OF BIZ 


In the Birmingham, Alabama, 
Federal Court, an annoying suit hag 
been started by a local resident, 
Margaret Bearden Runion, against 
the Pan-Alabama Amusement Co., 
Inc., Pantages Theatre Circuit and 
John L, Fulton-Peggy Parker Re- 
vue, for alleged copyright infringe- 
ment. The complaining authoress 
charges Fulton and Parker’s act 
which played the Birmingham Pan 
house infringes on a copyrighted 
work of her own, and the team are 
accordingly forced to defend what 
they characterize as a “nut” suit. 
Mrs. Runion is under the impres- 
sion that the stage effect or illusion 
of a little white house, practically 
illuminated with electric lights, and 
the conventional business attendant 
to such effect, is an original con- 
ception. Fulton and Parker do that 
bit in their act and the complainant 
charges them with plagiarism of 
her supposedly original conception. 
They have retained Kendler & 
Goldstein in New York to act for 
them through correspondents in de- 
fending the Birmingham lawsuit. 


Johnny Collins’ Franchise 


Johnny Collins, former bocker for 
Keith’s, has received a Loew agency 
franchise. 

Associated with Collins are Bob 
Hutchison, who also :sorved in the 
Keith office as a booker, and Carl 
McBride, formerly of Tracey and 
McBride, and latterly with Alf Wil- 
ton. Collins was with Wilton for a 
time. 


Marion Harris, Heart-Free 


Despite Variety said Marion Har- 
ris might marry Walter Scott Kolk, 
she says it’s not 80. 

And that settles that since the 
girl has the final say in those lit- 
tle things, and it leaves Marion 
heart-free, another unusual show 
business condition, 


HOUSTON BUILDING TALK 


Houston, Feb. 14. 

The announcement of a new $2,- 
500,000 theatre to be built by Inter- 
state was made by Karl] Hoblitzelle, 
president, when he came to Houston 
last week. The Majestic theatre, 
Interstate house built about four 
years ago, Is still a first class house. 
No site named. 


FILM MEN AS ACT 
Los Angeles, Feb. 14. 
Mahlon Hamilton and Wyndham 
Standing, pictures, have teamed to 
present a sketch on the Pantages 
circuit. 


WALLACE EDDINGER’S SKETCH 
Wallace Eddinger has withdrawn 
from “And So to Bed” and will en- 
ter vaudeville in a sketch under di- 
rection of Aibert Lewis, Inc, 


Shapiro on His Own 
Chicago, Feb. 14. 
Henry Shapiro, formerly of the 
Halperin-Shapiro agency, and more 
recently assistant booking manager 
of the Sun-Diamond office here, will 
open an agency of his own in Chi- 


He will do book for picture houses 


band independent wiude eircuita 


K-A-O FIGUREHEAD FOR 
DIRECT INDE BOOKING 


Detroit, Feb. 14. 

An instance of the Keith-Albee- 
Orpheum name being used by an 
independent theatre for mere “con- 
venience” and “protection” will be 
illustrated on Feb. 19, when the 
Grand Riviera, local presentation 
house, will start booking direct, 
though continuing to issue contracts 
through the Chicago Keith office. 

Grand Riviera, owned and op- 
erated as a stage band-film theatre 
by C. W. Munz, has been receiving 
acts from the Keith agency, with 
Glenn Burt as booker, Lately the 
house has become dissastisfied with 
the Keith-booked acts. Frequently 
the turns have been found lacking 
for the stage band type of show and 
on various occasions presentations 
planned weeks in advance had to 
be entirely revamped at the last 
moment when acts failed to fit in. 

Beginning Feb. 19 the shows will 
be booked direct by Lew Kane, the 
Grand Riv’s producer, with contracts 
issued through George Lukes of the 
Keith office. Kane is reported to 
have stated the K-A-O label over 
the dotted line will help in salary 
claims. 


Proctor’s 58th St. Closing 


Proctor’s 58th Street theatre, New 
York, will close in two weeks, os- 
tensibly for “renovation.” 

Another thought is that the house 
will adopt a grind picture policy, if 
it reopens. The veteran site has 
Played six or seven acts, with a 
picture, on a split week basis for 
years, 


Kunsky Adds Vaude 


Detroit, Feb. 14. 

In addition to picture house in- 
terests, Kunsky is gradually estab- 
lishing a small circuit of vaudefilm 
theatres in the neighborhoods of 
Detroit. If materializing as ex- 
pected, the string will shortly afford 
acts one to two weeks of playing 
dates, 

De Luxe, Redford, Birmingham, 
Lincoln Square and Strand are now 
in the category, playing vaude one, 
two and three days weekly, with 
pictures. 

The houses are being booked di- 
rect through Howard Pierce of the 
Kunsky office, or through independ- 
ent bookers around town. 


More Contest Nights 


The 6th Avenue, New York, will 
take another fling at the amateur, 
or opportunity, contest thing, with 
Harry Shaw to stage it. Shaw may 
also stage an all-girl all-local min- 
strel show. 

The Broadway, another K-A 
booked house, has resumed the op- 
portunity night gag each Monday. 


SAM SALVIN ON COAST 


Los Angeles, Feb. 14 

Sam Salvin, head of Lyons and 
Lyons agency, is here for a two 
weeks’ business visit. He is laying 
out booking and operation plans 
with his general manager, Wm. 
Rowland. 

Upon the arrival of Salvin, Nor- 
man L. Sper severed his connee- 
tions with the local office. 


CALLS FOR “NAMES” 


A hurry-up call has been shot 
across the country by Alexander 
Pantages in his Los Angeles offices 
for “names” to be routed at once for 
Pan houses in the west. Among 
those sounded were James Barton 
and George LeMaire and Rex Van. 
Neither accepted the offer. 

It is known that bookings have 
been offered a lot of “big time” acts 
by Pan direct. 


RILEYS PRODUCING 
Riley Brothers, vaude bookers, 
have now gone in the producing 
end as a side issue. Arthur Ander- 
son has become associated with the 
office to stage the new turns. 
Among the acts are “The Amerti- 
can Girl” revue, with 12 giris in the 
chorus, and Jaek DeBell and Coa 
(five people). 


Maude Mills with Tab 


Maude Mills, sister of the late 
Florence Mills, has joined the Jim- 
mie Marshall tab, “Dixie Vaga- 
bonds,” playing the T. O. B. A, 

She had been appearing in vaude 
with U. 8 Thompson, her sister’s 


husband 


NO K-A LINE-UP 


Murdock Reported Unable te Give 
Attention to Merged Organization 


Reports mention this or that in 
the forthcoming reorganized forces 
of the merged Keith-Albee and 


Orpheum Circuits, It was said yes- 
terday there had been no line-up 
as yet decided upon by J. J. Mur- 
dock, who will attend to ft. 
Murdock is reported having been 
unable to find ‘ime to date to settle 
down for the K-A-O work before 
him. He expects to when the pic- 
ture business matters he also is 
looking after are disposed of. 


New Rochester House 


Makes Fay’s Change 
Rochester, N. Y., Feb. 14. 
Competition from the Pantages- 


booked new Rochester thc&tre has 
proven too much for Fay’s, indepen- 
dent ~aude. Fay’s changes next 
week to straight pictures with Vita- 
phone. 

Victoria, playing pop vaudfilm, 
folded up about a month ago after 
the Rochester opened, going pic- 
tures only. 

There are now but two vaude 
theatres here, Rochester and Temple 
(Keith’s), with the new Keith house 
well underway. 


SUING I. A. FOR $285 


Banshee, Ine., has taken action 
against the stage hands’ union to 
recover $286 depos.ted with the 
stage hands’ union. Abner J. Rubien 
is representing the I. A. T. S&S EB. 

The producers originally de- 
posited $570 with the I. A. T. 8. E. 
to cover salary for the stage crew. 
When the show closed it is claimed 
failed to sign the contracts an- 
nouncing the closing and submit 
them to the crew. IL A. paid the 
men $286 to cover this oversight, 
depositing the balance of $285 with 
the court. 

How those bags will fly. 


Levey’s Road Show 


Detroit, Feb. 14. 

The Bert Levey Detroit office will 
send out its first road show of the 
season this week to split 18 days 
among Escanaba, Marquette, Iron 
River and Sault Ste. Marie. 

The bill of five acts is composed 
of Bill Francis, Holman and Hol- 
man, Bobby North, Billy Brown and 
Margaret Hilliard. Their future 
after the 18-day time is not yet 
determined. 

George Ratcliffe, Levey Detroit 
rep.. booked the show. 


K-A-0 AFTER DERBY HOUSE 

K-A-O interests may take over 
the Commodore-Hull, Derby, Conn. 
It closed last week when passing 
into the hands of a receiver. The 
house was one of a chain operated 
throughout New England by the 
A. 8S. Friend Enterprises, New York. 
Last week a representative of the 
K-A-O construction department 
went to Derby to look over the the- 
atre but with nothing definite on 
the transfer or sale to date. 


SEVERED SIAMESE TWIN 
Chicago, Feb, 14. 

A rare instance of Siamese twins 
being severed successfully occurred 
in Chicago, when one of the twins 
born to Mr. and Mrs. Paui Keller 
of Marseilles, IIL, was found dead 
at birth. 

The operation required a six-inch 
incision in the living twin, but it 
survived and is well 


LENTZ’S COMBO ACT 

Al Lents is offering a 2-in-1 act 
combination. As Lentz, Charlotte 
and Winters the trio does one act 
and Lentz and his Columbia re- 
cording orchestra are another act. 

Charlotte is Eddie Conrad’s sis- 
ter and Janet Winters has been 
around as a single. 


Stephens Joine Dawson 
Leo Stephens has quit his post 
with William Shilling to join Eli 
Dawson, Pantages agent. 
Stephens will assist Jack Daley 
in handling independent placements 
out of the Dawson Agency. 


Broadcasting Trio 
Gibbons, Weil and Howard, male 
harmony trio broadcasting over 
WM&G, are entering vaudeville. 
Billy Atwell, K-A-O 


agent, ts 


3D QUIGLEY MARRIAGE 
TRY; SAME WOMAN; FLOP 


Chaz Chase’s Wife Alleges 
Frame in His Divorce 
Action 


VARIETY 


Chicago, Feb. i4, 
Divorcea from the same woman 
twice and married to her three 
times, Thomas J. Quigley, former 


music publisher, now operating a 
cafe, has again become annoyed 
and filed his third suit for divorce 
through Attorney Wm. F. Adler, 
against Arminta Quigley. 

This time Quigley says she blew 
out on him for a lengthy and un- 
sanctioned absence, starting in 
1926, 

Mrs. Jennie Feldman Oskye, wife 
of Chaz Chase, who is suing her for 
divorce on charges of infidelity, filed 
a petition foi temporary alimony 
in which she claims she was framed 
into a hotel room situation by Sam 
Gordon, alleged theatrical agent, on 
pretense f being offered a job. 
Later, the petition states, her hus- 
band’s attorney and detectives walk- 
ed in on her as part of the con- 
spiracy. 

Ben Ehrlich, counsel for Chase, 
states this is the same petition 
read in court three months ago, 
pointing out Mrs. Oskye was grant- 
ed $20 weekly alimony previous to 
belated filing cf her petition. Her 
charges are unfounded, Ehrlich says, 

Vincent Youmans, composer, now 
in France, has instructed his Chi- 
cago attorney to file suit for an- 
nulment of his marriage to Anne 
Varley-Youmans in answer to her 
suit for separate maintenance. A 
hearing is expected in March. 

Mrs. Youmans, professionally 
Anne Varley, married Youmans in 
February, 1927. While in Reno ap- 
parently seeking a divorce, she had 
twins. Rumors of subsequent re- 
conciliation evaporated when Mrs, 
Youmans filed her suit for separate 
maintenance in Chicago. 

May Cassidy Williams, in vaude- 
ville as Dainty Marie, secured a di- 
vorce through Attorney Ben Ehrlich 
from Clarence Williams, restaurant 
owner, on charges of extreme cruel- 
ty. She married in September, 1926. 


Wife Sues Cummings 

Los Angeles, Feb. 14. 

Roy Cummings and Irene Shaw, 
his wife and former vaudeville 
partner, have come to a parting of 
the ways after nine years. Mrs. 
Cummings filed a divorce action in 
Superior Court here, based on 
general cruelty charges. Her brief 
states that the marriage knot was 
tied in East Orange, N. J., in 1919. 
All was well until last September, 
when Cummings came here to join 
Will Morrissey’s show at the. Hol- 
lywood Music Box. They separated 
at that time. 

Among other things, the com- 
plaint charges that Cummings has 
associated with other women, nam- 
ing Eleanor Downing and Frances 
Winters. Also, it is related, he is 
now working in vaudeville with 
Florence Duffy, showgirl formerly 
in the Morrissey revue. 

Mrs. Cummings estimates her 
husband's salary at $1,100 per week. 
She asks for $500 a month alimony, 
and lists community property, in- 
cluding a house in Hollywood 
valued at $7,000, and other belong- 
ings rating another $7,000. There 
are no children. Cummings was 
married once before, and is paying 
his first wife $100 a week alimony. 


WIS TROUPE AS ACT 
Chicago, Feb. 14. 

Members of the “Showboat,” WLS 
radio presentation, have been 
booked as an aggregation to appear 
at the Fox theatre (Great States), 
Aurora, Il, for one week. 

Harry Saddler, announcer, will 
act ag mM. 6 


BARTON’S FILM DATES 
Chicago, Feb. 14. 
Marks Bros. have booked Jim 
Barton to headline two weeks at the 
Marbro and Granada theatres start 
ing Feb. 20, 


Maxwell and Lee Set 
Los Angeles, Feb. 14. 
Maxwell and Lee have been signed 
by Fanchon and Marco for 14 weeks 
on West Coast Theatres circuit. 
They are now playing for B & K 
in Chicago. Wiliam Morris office 


banding the act. 


negotiated. 


x 


| 
| 
| | 
| 
i 
| 
| | ] 
| 
| 
| 
| | 2 
| | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
4 


_ 80 


VAUDEVILL 


E 


é 


Wednesday, February 15, 1928 


PAN’S RECORD OFFER 
FOR 2 U. A. SPECIALS 


Portland, Ore., Feb. 14. 

With congestion of picture book- 
ings on here, Alexander Pantages 
has submitted a local record offer 
to United Artists of $10,000 for 
Fairbanks’ “Gaucho” and $7,000 for 
“The Devil Dancer,” each to go in 
the local Pantages if accepted, on 
runs. 

House top for Pantages is $22,000, 
gotten by Gene Tunney (stage). 
This week at Pantages is Fox's “7th 
Heaven,” on run. 

Local congestion for the U. A. 
product was brought about through 
delay in the erection of the new 
U. A. theatre on the Majestic site. 


MARION 
SUNSHINE 


Direction 
MILTON 
Lewis 


- .. . has a pleasing act in 
which there figures prominently 
an amusing take-off on gentle- 
men preferring blondes. Miss 
Sunshine is not a blonde, but 
she ig a delightful entertainer 
and her song renditions an ex- 
quisite bit of artistry.” 


HARTFORD “COURANT.” 


“Sure Fire. Can’t Go Wrong, 


Boys.” 
MITCHELL 
JACK 


DURANT 


A Positive Hit with 


“HIT THE DECK” 
NOW MAJESTIC, 


LOS ANGELES 


ON VAUDEVILLE 


Al Shean’s suit against his former partner, Ed. Gallagher, to recover 
$8,000 allegedly due on share of royalties on “Gallagher and Shean” song 
is figured along the line as an ill-advised publicity suit on Shean’s part. 
Gallagher is in Dr. Dold’s sanitarium, Astoria, L. L, where he has been 
declining since admittance several months ago and with slight chance 
of recovery. Moreover, Gallagher is flat financially with friends taking 
care of the hospital bill. 

Shean has been aware of this. Also that his former partner. is prac- 
tically paralyzed on the right side and with slim chance of ever again 
being able to earn such an amount as Shean names in his suit. 


George Walsh from pictures and Nat Pendleton, ex-Columbia Uni- 
versity boxing champ, almost knocked e&ch other out in an effort to 
convince Keith-Albee vaudeville manager as to the realism of their 
pugilistic stuff in their new act, “The K. O.," which Lewis & Gordon are 
producing with Walsh starred. In one performance Pendleton almost 
kayoed Walsh, literally, leaving the film star groggy for the curtain. 
The manager when asked for his opinion was dubious, remarking that 
it required a little more realism. The next: show Walsh almost ruined 
Pendleton in a desire to conform with managerial specifications and still 
that worthy was skeptical. Sidney Phillips of the Lewis & Gordon of- 
fice finally called him in to the dressing room and displayed a swelling 
on Pendleton’s ribs. It still failed to convince the manager. 


The Associated Press carried a story that Frank Tinney, black- 
faced comedian, was slowly staging a comeback to health in Philadelphia 
and a subsequent anticipation of a stage appearance, thanks to the con- 
stant attendance and aid of an old home town buddy, Eddie Cassady, 
monologist and singer. 

The story declared that physicians had given Tinney up as a hopeless 
case, yet Cassady day and night has done everything possible to bring 
the comedian back to normalcy. 

The AP story was prompted by a special story that Vincent J. McCaf- 
ferty wrote for the Sunday issue (Jan. 29) of the Philadelphia “Record.” 
McCafferty’s story went into lengthy detail to tell just what Cassady 
was doing for Tinney and how slowly and tediously the latter was 
getting along in his comeback fight. 

Eddie and Frank were troupers together with the ol4 Dumont Min- 
strels in Philadelphia when the two boys as principals received $25 a 
week. 

Tinney is now living in South Philadelphia. 


Picture house audiences are not uniform in acceptance of stage acts. 
That may be owing to the size of the house or the sectional preferences. 
When George Givot, known as a picture house panic in the Chicago 
territory. appeared at the Capitol, New York, a couple of weeks azo, 
he did not finish his week’s engagement, leaving the bill in the middle 
yd = week. No one attempted to explain it, just calling it one of those 

ngs. 


What may be another solar plexus for grogzy vaudeville ts the new 
cordiality among the picture house bookers towards talking acts. Pre- 
sentation houses have been more or less closed to dialog or eonversa- 
tional comedians. Recent bookings of talking turns indicate the bar- 
riers have been let down. 

If the pictuis houses link hands with the revues, night clubs and 
radio in taking important next-to-closing turns, the position of vaude- 
ville will be even more precarious than it has been during the last two 
seasons. 


Gladys Hart, wife of the late Harry Coleman, does not fntend to rettre 
and will continue the Coleman sketch with a new partner. 
The act had been booked far ahead prior to Coleman’s death. 


Charles Freeman, of the Interstate circuit, offered Will Rogers $6,000 
for the week to play vaudeville in Dallas during the Democratic con- 
vention in June. 


After playing four weeks at the Capitol Billy Taylor, the dancer, ts 
buying a home in Baldwin, Long Island. His wife, Rae Giersdorf, is 
helping by doubling this week between the Carmine theatre and the Club 
Madrid in Philadelphia. 

Billy says that from now on taxicabs are owt and its the subway. 
Billy and Rae were married last fall. 


A small time actor recently had his costumes and scenery stolen from 
his parked automobile in Detroit. Unable to play without the mountings, 
he caused the arrest of a fellow performer. 

Accused was pinched on a Saturday and, unable to offer bail, was 
forced to occupy the jug until the next hearing, Monday. He was finally 
discharged when the Ceurt saw lack of evidence. 

The pay off arrived when the victim’s seemingly repentent accuser 
brought him up to a booking office and got him a last half engagement. 
And a second pay off came when the accuser found he could not procure 
a date for himself. 


Sessue Hayakawa has been routed by the Keith-Albee circuit in his 
Edgar Allan Woolf playlet and will continue to use that sketch. 
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INCORPORATIONS 


NEW YORK 
Albany, Feb. 14. 


Majestic Productions, Inc., Manhat- 
tan, theatrical productions, moving pic- 
ture machines, $6,000. Evart Griggs, 
George M. Gatts, Mary F. Flaherty. 
Filed by Mayer C. Goldman, 570 iTth 
avenue, Manhattan. 

International Experimental Lyric The- 
atre, Inc., Manhattan, managing the- 
atres, $10,000. Beatrice Stein, Zars Jay, 
Pasquale Rubino. Filed by Arthur 
Clyde, 172 Bleeker street, Manhattan. 
Bureau for the Prevention of Acci- 
dents, Inc., Manhattan, increasing pub- 
lic safety im theatres, plan and devise 
means and methods for the prevention 
of accidents, 200 shares no par value. 
Herbert R. Ebenstein, Harold Fischer, 
Arthur E. Ebenstein. Filed by Bloom- 
org & Bloomberg, 1422 Broadway, New 
ork. 

August Gemunder and Sons, Ine., 
Manhattan, violins, musical instruments, 
$25,000. August M. Gemunder, Emilie 
L. Gemunder, Oscar A. Gemunder. Filed 
by Richard Condon, 220 Broadway, New 


York. 
Ellanem Amusement Corporation, 
Brooklyn, theatrical enterprises, 200 


shares no par value. Louis Schmukler, 
Ned H. Schmukler, Morris Rabinowitz. 
Filed by William Godnick and J. A. 
Freedman, 32 Court street, Brooklyn. 
Tenasy Photo and Film 

New York, pictures, photcplays, $50, 000. 
John W. Mazzuks, Frank M. Ippolito, 


Beatrice Tenasy. Filed by O’Brien, 
Malevinsky & Driscoll, 152 West 42d 
street, New York. 


Ben Weiss Shows, Inc., Brooklyn, the- 
atres and other enterprises, $10,000. Max 
Weiss, Louis E. Schatten, Henriette 
Stachenfeld. Filed by William Jacobs, 
$1 Chambers street, Manhattan. 
International Motion Pictures Booking 
Corp., Manhattan, motion pictures, 1,000 
shares no par value. John W. McKay, 
M. M. Tepper, Milt Collins. Filed by 
ay A. Reilly, 170 Broadway, New 
or 

Manhattan Music Publishing Corp., 
Manhattan, music publishers, 100 shares 
no par value. John F. O’Brien, Helen 
M. Fitzgerald, Raymond C. Given. Filed 
by John F. O’Brien, 50 Church street, 


Cascades Operating Corp., Manhattan, 
managing swimming pools, dancing 
halls, etc., 8,000 shares common stock 
no par value. Sol Pincus, Mack Rose, 
Freda Swilling. Filed by Goodman 
Block, 21 West 40th street, New York. 
Weet Amusement Company. _Inc., 
motion pictures, theatrical 
$20,000. Frank J. Negiis, 
Helms, Joseph A. Rubino. 
Rubino, 350 Broad- 


Club, Inc., Carroll- 
places, furnishing 
Fred Wagner 


Manhattan, 
enterprises, 
James W. 
Filed by Joseph A. 
way, Manhattan. 
Senaca Boxing 
town, amusement 
amusement, $65,000. 
Robert L. Strebel, Dorothy Hetdersdorf. 
Filed by Strebel, Corey & Tubbs, 1413 
Liberty Block, Buffalo. 


RE CHANGE OF NAME 


From Philarmonia Studios of Music, 
Ine., to Philharmonia Studios of Music, 
Inc. Filed by Irving Katz, 92 William 
street, New York. 


CAPITAL CHANGES 


Genter Theatre Corp., Manhattan, 
$26,000—-250 shares $100 par value..re- 
duced to $1,000—10 shares $100 par 
value. Filed by Maurice Goodman, 1564 
Broadway, New York. 


Hutchinson as Indie 


Bob Hutchinson, former K-A 
booker, has become an independent 
booking man through his new af- 
fillation with the Harold Ward and 
John Singer offices. 

Hutchinson first hooked up with 
the Fred Nevins agency but shifted 
to the other connection. 


The Comedy Sensation 


DAYTON 


OLIVE 


RANCY 


‘KALAMBOOR’ 


By FRANK ORTH 
Next to closing on any bill 
Keith-Albee Circuit 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Jack Powers, Feb, 
10, daughter. Father is solo saxo- 
phonist of Le Paradis Band, Wash. 
ington, D. C. 

Son to Mr. and Mrs. Donald Brian 
at Philadelphia Feb. 7. Mrs. Brian 
is professionally Virginia O’Brien. 


In and Out 


Up to last Thursday Marion Har- 
ris was scheduled to play the Pal 
ace, New York. She reported not 
ready and Belle Baker was sub- 
stituted. 

When one of the men with the 
Sandell Sisters revue, sponsored by 
Al Freeman, walked out of the act 
last week the revue was unable 
to open Monday at the Irving, Car- 
bondale, Pa, 


Trio’s Publix 10 Weeks 


Adler, Weil and Herman open a 
10-weeks’ tour for Publix March 18, 
booked by the Wiliam Morris office. 


BARTON? 


AND HIS 


ORCHESTRA 
KEITH-ALBEE-ORPHEUM 


WHO SAYS SO? 


BEN BARTON 


WATCH THESE GROW 


NEW HOTEL ANNAPOLIS 


Washington, D. C. 


Single, $17.50 
Double, $28.00 


in the Heart oi 
Theatre District 


SIDARE 


DANCER EXTRAORDINARY 


11-12 and H Sts. 


Featured by FANCHON and MARCO 


FOX’S AUDUBON, FEB. 


FRANCIS BUSHMAN 


in “CODE OF THE SEA” 


WATCH FOR ANNOUNCEMENT NEXT WEEK 


16, 17, 18, 19 


M. S. BENTHAM, Agent 
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SENSATION 


AL COMEDY 


WALTER O'KEEFE 


: 
HAVE GIVEN YOU SOME 
INTERNATIONAL SONG SSS | 
| BY EDGAR LES AND HORAT/O NICHOLLS | YY Ci) \ 
A TO SONG. \ 
f \ \ 
BY BILLY ROSE AND JIMMY MONACO i/ | 
| BENNY DAVIS AND JAMES Fo HANLEY | 
| BENNY DAVIS AND JOE BURKE i | 
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SONGS DURING THE PAST 
| ZEB STRONG. FOX-TROT BALLAD. 
inh SSS DESY LVA, BROWN AND 
HAVEN GILLESPIE AND RICHARD A, WHITING 
| | | TN SALT OF MY.TEARS) 
ONE LITTLE GIRL WHO LOVES ME | | 
| VIFY | GIRLWHO DON'T) | i] 
"hee | BY GUS KAHN AND RICHARD A. WHITING | 
ENE \ WE CAN FILL YOUR SONG WANTS 
SY EM INA \\ WIRE —WRITE 
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PANALA DIDN'T PAY OFF 


Pan's Bill in Birmingham in House) 


That Closed 


Pan-Ala_ theatre, 
playing Pantages bills, closed Sat- 
urday, with only part salaries paid 
acts there. 

As the turns had Pan contracts 
and the acts communicated with 
the Vaudeville Managers’ Protec- 
tive Association, it was believed 
that Pantages would agree to pay 
up the remainder of the money due. 

This week’s show was diverted by 
Pan to another place. 


THE MAGNIFICENT 


ALBF?, BROOKLYN 
Next Week (Feb. 20) 


HIBBITT and HARTMAN. 


Laugh Locaters 
Albee, Brcoklyn (Feb. 20) 


MARIE 


BILLY 


HIBBITT and HARTMAN 


with 
MISS MARIE HARTMAN 


World’s Champion Comedienne 


Albee, Brooklyn (Feb. 20) 
HIBBITT and HARTMAN 


P. S.—Hibbitt and Hart- 
man are at Albee, Brook- 
lyn, Next Week (Feb. 20) 


Birmingham, 


Picture Agents Miss 
Lack of Organization 


| 


Picture booking agents are 
reported mourning over their 
lack of organization. 

Current conditions were pre- 
dicted to the agents a few 
years ago when Variety invited 
them to organize for protec- 
tion and held a meeting of the 
agents for the purpose, It 
never went through. 

A request here and there of | 
late has come to Variety, to 
attempt to revive the organiza- 
tion plan. The two heaviest 
complaints now are of copping 
acts and trouble in collecting 
commission. 

If a majority of the picture 
house agents wish to make a 
second try and through Va- 
riety, another conference of 
the agents will be called by 
this paper. 


Houses Opening 


Strand, Yonkers, N. Y., playing 
straight pictures, has gone in for 
presentations, with the opener on 
the stage Bunny Charles and his 
Variety Vendors (stage band). 

Hippodrome, Pottsville, Pa., has 
resumed vaude playing four acts on 
the last half. Booked by Bud Irwin, 
Amalgamated. 

Following changes in ownership 
of theatres in St. Louis and district 
have been announced: 

Robin theatre, St. Louis, trans- 
ferred from Frank Calhoun to 
Thomas Curley. 

Gayety theatre, St. Elmo, IIL, re- 
ported transferred from Ruby Jones 
to T. T. Sellers. 

Phoenix theatre, Lawrenceville, 
Ill., transferred from H. B. Gould 
and George H. Bauer to P. V. Bur- 
lison and George W. Burlison. 

The Opera House, St. John, N. B., 
oldest of local theatres reopened 
Feb. 13, after being closed for five 
weeks following a fire. The old the- 
atre opened with the Mae Edwards 
Players, dramatic repertoire, fea- 
turing a jazz orchestra as enter- 
tainment between the acts. 

Capitol theatre, Rockford, IIL, 
opened Feb. 10. Capacity, 1,000. 
Pictures-presentations. 

Empress, Brooklyn, opens short- 
ly, operated by Vincent Padula and 


the Padnic Operating Co. 


Loew 
AGENCY 


‘General Executive Offices 


LOEW BUILDING 
ANNE 


160 WEST 46"ST-: 


BRYANT: 9850-NEW YORK CITY 


J. H. LUBIN 


GENERAL 


= 


MANAGER 


MARVIN H. SCHENCK 


BOOKING MANAGER 
CHICAGO OFFICE 


600 WOODS THEATRE B’LD’G 


JOHNNY JONES 


IN CHARGE 


ILL AND INJURED 


Bess Meredyth, scenario writer, is 
ill with influenza. She is confined 
to her home on Crescent Heights 
boulevard, Los Angeles. 

Jose Dalima, Spanish dancer at 
the Fox, Washington, had his foot 
hurt in the stage elevator Friday 
night, which will keep him from 
working for several weeks. Though 
the injury at first was thought to 
be serious, Dr. David Davis now 
expects the loss of three toenails 
only. Accident occurred when 
Dalima was standing on stage wait- 
ing to assist his partner from the 
lift upon its return to the stage. 
He was taken to the Emergency 


Hospital. 

Evelyn Campbell recuperating 
from appendicitis operation at 
Mercy Hospital, Des Moines, Ia. 


Miss Campbell appeared in that city 
with a Publix show two weeks ago. 

Si Braustein, film man, recover- 
ing from a recent illness. 

Eddie Pierce (vaudeville) had 
several ribs broken in an auto acci- 
dent in Los Angeles. 

Viola Shore, scenario’ writer, 
sprained her ankle in the studio and 
is working on crutches. 

Nena Quartaro, film actress, after 
@ nervous breakdown, is confined 
at her home in Beverly Hills, Cal. 

Gladys Clark (Clark and Berg- 
man) fell on the stage at the River; 
side, New York, Sunday, spraining 
an ankle so severely the act can- 
celled its following two days. 

Armanda Chirot, Mexican prima 
donna currently at the Warfield, 
San Francisco, was rushed to St. 
Mary’s hospital Sunday for opera- 
tion. Condition not serious. 


MARRIAGES 


Carroll Nye, picture actor, to 
Helen Lynch, screen actress, Feb. 9 
at Santa Barbara, Cal. by Rev. 
Charles E. DeueL 

Enise Morise, former principal of 
the “Oh Dearie” Company, and Wil- 
liam Daly, non-professional of Sau- 
gerties, N. Y., were recently mar- 
ried there by the Rev. F. L. Howe. 
Bride’s home is in Braintree, Mass. 

Margaret G. Pressey, 20, known 
in radio circles as Georgie Earl, 
“the mystery girl of KYA,” and Le- 
Roy De Wolf, musical director for 
KYA, were married Feb. 10 at the 
home of Floretta Green, KYA ballad 
singer, in San Francisco. Two days 
earlier Harold G. Perry, technical 
director of radio KFRC, was mar- 
ried to Delma Royce, non-profes- 
sional. 

Francis Perrett, press agent, to 
Marian Nickerson (non-profession- 
al), Feb. 13, at Los Angeles. Groom 
is in publicity department of First 
National studios. 

H. B. Humberstone, assistant di- 
rector at United Artists studio, 
Hollywood, to Marie McWilliams 
(non-pro), Feb. 10, at St. Thomas 
Episcopal church, Hollywood, Cal. 

Douglas Murray, assistant to S. 
L. Rothafel, engaged to Ann Flem- 
ing of the Roxy ballet’ corps. 
Spring wedding scheduled. 


PATENTS 


Washington, 


Feb. T. 

Detatied information on any of the fol- 
lowing inventions, upon which patents have 
just been granted, may be secured by for- 
warding 10 cents, along with the name and 
number, to the Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D. C 

Pictures 

Picture projecting apparatus (to inter- 
mittently advance the weneparener?. P. A. 
Nothshine, Dayton, O. Filed May 28, 1923. 
Ser. No. 641,912. 118 claims. 1,656,389. 

Stoarge magazine for motion picture ap- 
paratus. E. L. Delano and 


No. 131,702. 18 claims. 

Stereoscopical color photography. C. and 
E. Muller, Charlottenburg, near _ Berlin, 
Germany. Filed Nov. 26, 1924. Ser. No. 


752,396, and in Germany Aug. 4, 1921. 80 
claima. 1,657,270. 

Motion picture camera. Paul Guerin, Los 
Angeles, assignor to Mack Sennett, IJnc., 
Ios Angeles. Filed Dec. 5, 1925. Ser. No. 
73,375. Three claims. 1,657,796. 

Music 

Musie sheet turner, J. T. Gentry, Los 
Angeles. Filed Aug. 26, 1924. Ser. No. 
709,155. Five claims. 1,656, 273. 

Musical instrument (suggesting a develop- 
ment of the saxophone with large bell). K. 
Garaguly, Chicago. Filed Jan. 27, 1924. 
Ser. No. 686,873. Two claims. 1,657,158. 

Outdoors 

Amusement re (for aise balls at 
target), W. Tratsch, Chicago. 

May 14, 1927. No. 175,184. 19 claims. 
1,666, 306. 

Amusement apparatus (swinging seats 
suspended on long cables from a rotary 
supporting structure). E. K. Wood, Wil- 
mington, Calif., assignor to W. Melville. 
Washington, Cc. Filed Sept, 23, 1928. 
Ser. No. 187,815. Five claims. 1,656,805. 


Filed | 


DISQUALIFIED AGENT 


A couple of vaudeville acts 
discussing one of the. Times 
Square booking agents, sald: 

“Why, he couldn’t even book 
the Mann Act.” 


NEW ACTS 


Allen McMillin and Ione Stewart, 
singing and dancing. 


Shelton Brooks, single. 


Billy Green back to vaude in 2- 
act. 


Ruth Hunter and Betty McClane, 
in support of Dolph Singer 


Shelton and Pillard, formerly 
Pillard and Hilliard. 


Harry Sinton Co., and Queente 
Dunedin in Tom Linton’s “Follies.” 

Gwen Slay Co., returned from 
England, in comedy skit. 

Miller Bros. and Cecil, formerly 
Jean Miller and Boys, musical trio. 

Chief Flying Hand, banjo single. 

Mrs. Hevack in “Rose Louise” 
revue. : 

Art Franks, formerly Frank and 
Towns, single. 

Riggs and Witchie Co., 
review. 

Santry and Norton and Band, new 
revue. 

Bobby Bernard and Helen Ward, 
new 2-act. 

Berinoff, formerly Deenova and 
Berinoff, has a new partner, Ulalia, 
in new act. 

“Thank You, Doctor,” tabloid mu- 
sical shelved some time ago, is to be 
revived by Albert Lewis, Ed Jerome, 
Elinore Hicks and Tom Coyne fea- 
turing. 

Florence Enright, legit, is return- 
ing to vaude in a new skit, “Snappy 
Stories.” 

“Fun at the Velodrome,” comedy 
act travesty on the bike races. 

Lucille Benstead, singing single. 

Dora Early, single; formerly 
appeared with husband. 

Frankie and Dunlevy. 

Herbert Faye and Co. (4), comedy 
sketch. 

Ellsworth and Witten, the former 
late of the Ellsworths and the latter 
of Witten and Snodgrass. 


dance 


Fred Heider has returned from 
Australia, where he went to appear 
in “Sunny.” 


TRIXIE BEATING BAND 


Miss Friganza Grew Hoarse Trying 
to Shout Above Orchestra 


Chicago, Feb. 14. 

Trixie Friganza is leaving “Hit 
the Deck” at the Woods this week, 

She says continual hoarseness 
has almost been her lot since trying 
to shout songs over the music of 
the show’s orchestra. 

Next week Miss Friganza will be 
at the local Palace in her vaude.« 
ville turn. 


HARRY ROGERS Presents 


To MY 
VALENTINE 


MISS HARD-TO-PLEASE 
PUBLIC - CARL FREED 


Next Week, Orpheum, San Francisco 
A Sure-fire Headline Attraction 


BERT LEVEY CIRCUIT 


OF VAUDEVILLE THEATRES 


i 
New York Main Office: Chicago 
226 ALCAZAR THEATRE BUILDENG Woods 
W. 47th St. SAN FRANCISCO Building 
“Kans. City Detroit Seattle | DL. Angeles Denver Dallas 
Chambers Barium | Empress Lincoln Tabor O. H. Melba 
Bldg Bidg. Bldg. Bldg. Bldg. Bidg. 


MAX LANDAU 


CAN ALWAYS USE GOOD ACTS 
WOODS THEATRE BLDG. 


CHICAGO 
MARCUS GLASER, 


Associate 


1560 Broadway 


ACME BOOKING OFFICES, “ING. 


Booking All Theatres Controlled by 


STANLEY COMPANY OF AMERICA 


A route of 10 weeks within 90 miles of New York 
Artists invited to book direct 


J. J. McKEON, 


Pres. 
New York City 


A Venere FEF. AGENCY WHICH PRODUCES MORE THAN IT PROMISES 
ONSISTENT, EFFICIENT SERVICE SINCE 1918 


Astor Theatre Bldg., N. W. Cor. 45th St. and Broadway 


Lackawanna 7876 


New York City 


STEVE FORREST 


503 BLACKSTONE BLDG., PITTSBURGH, PA, 

High Class Standard Acts for Picture Theatres 
Orchestras, Big Kevues, Comedy Flash Revues Outstanding in Merit 
BREAK YOUR JUMP 
Phone Atlantic 3747 


THEATRICAL 
EXCHANGE 


OHNNY COLLINS 


(20 YEARS’ BOOKING MANAGER KEITH-ALBEE AND ORPHEUM CIRCUITS) 


SUITE 503, LOEW ANNEX BUILDING 


160 WEST 46th STREET, 
Representing Artists for All Independent Circuits, Picture Houses, Productions and Cafes 


NEW YORK 
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RICH’S K-A DATE 

Freddie Rich and his Hotel Astor 
Orchestra had to go to London to 
eommand attention back home for 
a K-A Palace booking Feb. 27. The 
band returns a day or two prior to 
the Palace date. 

Although for long a standard in 
New York and radio famous 


through WJZ, Rich never got be- 
yond the outlying houses. His 
favorable impression abroad called 
the Rich jazziste to K-A attention. 


THEATRES PROPOSED 


Allentown, Pa.—(Also stores and apartments) $756,000. 
and Hamilton streets. Architect, E. R. 
given. 


Elizabeth, N. J.—(Also stores and offices) $1,200,000. Owner withheld. Archi- 
tect, Hector O. Hamilton, 369 Lexington avenue, New York City. Policy not given. 

Cincinnati.—(Also apartments) $1,000,000. Owner, Keith-Albee Orpheum Circuit, 
1564 Broadway, New York City. Architect, Thomas W. Lamb, 644 8th street, New 
York City. Policy not given, 

Columbus, Ohio.—(Also lodge rooms and stores) $100,000. Owner, Capitol Lodge, 
No. 1003, G. U. O. O. F., I. D. Rose, chairman building committee, 323 Lexington 
avenue. Architect, George Abernathy, 83 So. High street. Policy not given. 

Johnstown, N. Y.— (Fire rebuilding) Owner, Avon Theatre Corp., Charles Sesonky, 
Hotel Woodruff, Watertown, N. Y. Contemplated. Policy not given. 

Rochester, N. Y.—$100,000. Owner, Mrs. Katherine Thompson, Lyric theatre, 
687 N. Clinton avenue. Private plans. Policy not given. 


Owner, J. G. Reiff, Front 
Bitting, 1104 Hamilton street. Policy not 


METAL CLOTH 


FOR DROPS 


36 in. wide at 75c a yd. and up 
A full line of gold and ailver bro- 
cades, metal cloths, gold and ailver 
trimmings, rhinestones, epangies, 
tights, opera hose, etc., etc., for stage 
umes. Samples upon request. 


i J. Wylie & Bros., Inc. 


(Successors to Siegman & Weil) 
18-20 East 27th Street 
NEW YORK 


MILTON 


BRONSON 


America’s Foremost Singer and 
Fastest Russian Dancer 
Direction of HARRY PEARL 


Pitteburgh.—(And stores) $2,000,000. Owner, Mercantile & Theatre Properties, 
Inc,, B. F. Loeb, president, 13th and Chestnut streets, Philadelphia. Policy not 


given. 
Paris, lll.—(Remodelling) $80,000. Lincoln theatre. Owners, Mrs. L. Jarodsky 
and Son. May mature in spring. Policy not given. * 
dale, Pa.— (Also stores and offices) $50,000. Owner, Paul Dattola, Spring- 
Architect, W. H. King, Magee Bidg., Pittsburgh. Policy not given. 
Waouwatcsa, Wis.—(Also receation building and stores) Owner, care I. V. 


Brossell, 123 Wisconsin avenue, Milwaukee, Wis. Architects, Peacock & Frank, 
Milwaukee. Policy not given. 


Atlantic City, N. J.—(Virginia, interior alterations.) Virginia avenue 
and Boardwalk. Owner, Stanley Company of America, 1916 Race street, 
Philadelphia. Architect, Hoffman Henon Company, Finance Bldg., 1424 
So. Penn Square, Philadelphia, Pa. (Policy not given.) 

Cincinnati, O.—(Also apartments.) $1,000,000. N. W. cor. McMillan 
and Melrose streets. Owner, Keith-Albee-Orpheum Circuit, 1564 Broad- 
way, New York. Architect, T. W. Lamb, 644 8th street, New York. 
(Policy not given.) 

Easton, Pa.—420-22-24 Northampton street. Owners, Wilmer and Vin- 
eents Theatre Company, 1451 Broadway, New York; J. Fred Osterstock, 
resident manager. Architects, E.C. Horn Sons, 1476 Broadway, New York 
City. (Policy not given.) 

Forty Fort, Pa.—Dilley street and Wyoming avenue. Owner, Comer- 
ford Amusement Company, 207 Wyoming avenue, Scranton, Pa. Archi- 
tect, not selected. (Motion pictures.) 

Hollidaysburg, Pa.—(Lyric, addition, alterations and remodeling.) 
Allegheny street. Owner withheld. Architects, Hunter and Caldwell, 623 
Central Trust Bldg., Altoona, Pa. (Policy not given. 

Philadelphia, Pa.—The Commodore, 1,800 seats. Owner, Felt Bros., 
1618 Walnut street. Architect, the Ballinger Company, 105 So. 12th 
street. (Policy not given.) 

Philadelphia, Pa.—(Arcade, 2,200 seats, and stores.) Owner, syndicate, 
care Heymann and Bros., 213 So. Broad street. Architect, not selected. 
Contemplated. (Policy not given.) 

Scranton, Pa.—509-11 Lackawanna avenue. Owner, Comerford Amuse- 
— ee 207 Wyoming avenue, Scranton. Private plans. (Motion 
pictures. 

two steren) $85,000. Rock street. Owner, J. A. 
ey, on premises. ect, e and Manni uitable Bidg., 
Wilmington, Del. (Policy not p 


Sp 
dale. 


“ACOLAIMED BY PRESS AND PUBLIC AS CHICAGO’S OUTSTANDING 
MASTER OF CEREMONIES” 


JACK WALDRON 


After Nine Consecutive Months at Frolics Cafe, Chicago 


NOW PLAYING ORPHEUM CIRCUIT THEATRES 


Permanent Address: 


RITZY 


(Continued from page 2) 


through lunching and dining at 
smart restaurants. 


Noel Coward’s Manager 

Noel Coward has an impressive 
personal following in London, espe- 
cially in the set dominated by tem- 
peramental young men. When act- 
ing in New York in “The Vortex,” 
which he also wrote, Coward met a 
young American, Jack Wilson, from 
Lawrenceville, N. J.. and the two 
have been associated ever since. 

Wilson, after graduating from 
Yale, where he met Stuart Walker, 
who was putting on plays, acted 
with Genevieve Tobin. Now he 
shares a country estate in England 


VARIETY, Chicago 


and a flat in London, serving as 


| 


Coward’s personal representative 


PANTOMIME AND DANCING 


HUMAN “PROP” HORSE 


GERALD 4ND HOAG 


Present “DIZZY HANK” 


Now at Grauman’s Chinese, Los Angeles, in the Monster Prologue 
with Charlie Chaplin’s “Circus” Indefinitely 


and business manager, also as inte- 
rior decorator, having fitted up both 
residences. For a time he occupied 
the luxurious flat of the Somerset 
Maughams during their absence. 
Coward and Wilson were at St. 
Moritz earlier in the winter, and 
tefore that were in Venice with the 
socially prominent Cole Porters. 


WITH THE WORLD’S MOST 


Cole was once well known on Broad- 


way for hig musical comedy airs, 


FRANK 


AMERICA'S GREATEST LAUGH-PROVOKER 


Held Over indefinitely and Scoring a Million Laughs in My 6th Con- 
secutive Week at the Famous COCOANUT GROVE, LOS ANGELES 


and has supplied tunes for Irene 
Bordoni’s new play, “Paris.” His 
cousin, Jack Porter, of Staten Island, 
has run a cafeteria near Wall street. 
Mrs. Porter was Linda Lee, of 
Louisville, first of the three wives of 
the late E. R. Thomas, millionaire 
owner of the “Morning Telegraph.” 
The Morgan Boys’ “Break” 


LIBUSE 


As a rule when society men go on 


FOR SENSATIONAL ADAGIO SEE 


VINA and ARTHUR 


in Jack LAUGHLIN’S Monster Prologue to 
“FOUR SONS,” NOW AT CARTHAY CIRCLE, Los Angeles 


Also Featured with Will Morrissey’s Revue 
Permanent Address, Variety, Los Angeles 


the stage, it is against the wishes of 
their people. But such was not the 
case with Ralph and Frank Morgan, 
brothers well known as leading men 
on Broadway. They are sons of 
Mrs. George Wuppermann of Fifth 
avenue. A relative of the late E. H. 
Harriman, multi-millionaire railroad | 
man, this sensible mother approved | 


of her two sons following their in- 


the pets of high degree displayed. the daily called it), against Amere 


Even those Americans with good /ican actors, with the added come 
memories may be surprised to learn|ment that a reprisal) movement 
that the founder of this establish- |might be commenced over here 


against the English actors on thig 
side, Variety cabled its London 
office. 

Miss Gay left New York about 
two years ago, with the “Mercenary 
Mary” company, to appear in Lon- 
don. 


ment was Nina Farrington, a noted 
showgirl of long ago. She appeared 
in numerous Broadway revues and 
had many well-known admirers, 


NO ENGLISH BOYCOTT 


(Continued from page 3) 

this time_and her present engage- 
ment she advised her management 
that she had no permit. Not having 
applied for it before entering Eng- 
land, it was refused her when re- 
quested by the theatre manage- 
ment, as a matter of course and 
without prejudice. 

At the Kew the play Miss Gay 
appeared in was “The Married 
Bachelors,” and the Home Office 
would have done the country a serv- 
ice if it had prevented the entire 
production, 

As to the charge that the Amer- 
ican management of “Broadway” 
was obliged to replace its American 
east in London with an English 
company for the Provincial tour, 
that was done only to lessen the 
overhead. 


On the front page of the New 
York morning “World” Monday was 
the story referred to above. It was 
in detail and mentioned Alden Gray 
had informed the “World's” London 
bureau as to most of the misinfor- 
mation. The story also carried a 
cut of Miss Gay, although it is not 
suspected that other than herself is 
her press agent. 

Through the story in “The World” 
implying the English government 
had started a campaign (crusade, 


PAULINE SAXON 


SAYS: 


If I'm Not Listed 
In Next Week’s Bills 
it’s 10/1 I’m 
The One to Fill 


Chosen to open the new Kit-Kat Cabaret 
and doubled there during my London 
engagements 
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Former Show Girl’s Shop 
A MIR bh Nowadays, as during almost a 
generation past, one of the sights | 
SOPRA of London is the smart little dog 
ECCENTRIC COMEDIENNE, NO shop in Bond street with the name 
FEATURED “Mra. Leamoir Gordon” over the VARIETY, LONDON 
“As We Were,” a Joseph Santley Production door. There is generally a throng | | 
of ple looking in the window at SSSA 
THIS WEEK, ALBEE, BROKLYN _ 


HELLO, VAUDEVILLE, HERE I COME 


Love and Kisses from 


TRIXIE FRIGANZA 


CLOGE WOOD6G, CHICAGO, FEB. 18 


OPEN PALACE, CHICAGO, FEB. 19 


Came Over to England _ |. 

For 5 Weeks and 

Played 

Aug. 15 Hippodrome ................... Brighton 
22 HOLBORN EMPIRE..............-LONDON 
“ 20 Wippodrome 

Sept. 5 Hippodrome ...........---.-...--- Dublin 
“ 19 PALLADIUM 
“ 26 HOLBORN EMPIRE............. LONDON 

Oct. 3 Leeds ..... 
“ 17 Hippodrome ...........-....- Birmingham 
“ 24 PALLADIUM ............-...-. LONDON 

Nov. 7 GOLIGEUM 
* 21 ALMAMGRA 
“ 28 ALHAMBRA 

Dec. 5 Make Phono Film 

| GR ..... LONDON 

“ 19 Empire ..............-Glasgow (Return) 
“ 26 Empire ......-.-.----Birmingham (Return) 

“ TROCADERO CAFE.............-LONDON 
“ 16 VICTORIA PALACE. .... 
“ 23 CHISWICK EMPIRE..... .......-LONDON 

Feb. 6 HOLBORN EMPIRE....... ......LONDON 
STRATFORD EMPIRE............-LONDON 
“ 20 NEW CROSS EMPIRE. ....-LONDON 
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86 VARIETY 


METROPOLITAN 


(LOS ANGELES) 


Los Angeles, Feb. 9. 

Four Marx brothers after six 
—_— in the legit have been brought 
nto the cinema palaces. Switch- 
ing practically over night from $3.30 
to 65-cent audiences and cutting 
down from almost three hours to 40 
minutes, the boys have done nobly 
and if they choose to continue will 
find plenty of heavy kale for step- 
ping out four and five times a day 
with a background of 18 to 20 
people. 

Fanchon and Marco brought them 
to the Met on a $10,000 guarantee 
for the week and though the boys 
will not collect on the guarantee 
that is no fault of their own. As a 
rule when a picture palace outside 
of Los Angeles buys a big stage 
name, they go to work and sell it. 
However, locally it seems, espe- 
Cially with this house, the West 
Coast crowd have not taken into 
consideration much the fact that 
personalities of drawing power 
should be exploited. At the open- 
ing performance trade was just 
above normal, with the audience, 
however, functioning in behalf of 
the entertainment afterward via 
mouth to mouth selling and causing 
the business to climb. 


The Four Brothers, Julius, Zeppo, 
Harbo and Chiso are using 18 
people out of the show to surround 
them in a Fanchon and Marco pres- 
entation called “Spanish Knights.” 
They open with their straight man 
in “one” in the agent's office. They 
frame to be actors in a Spanish 
setting. Latter is full stage and 
gorgeous and was used in “Cocoa- 
puts.” It is one of the most pre- 
tentious sets viewed in a picture 
house and bound to impress on the 
rise of curtain. 

After pulling their gag routine 
fn the initial scene the boys come 
on full stage following a hot mu- 
gical selection by a Hawaiian sex- 
tette of steel instrument players. Ju- 
lius takes command and the broth- 
ers co-operate. It is a flood of gags, 
mugging and comedy scenes used 
in their show. With most of the 
picture fans not having seen the 
“Sarx boys before, the response is 
spontaneous and healthy. Chico does 
his piano solo, after which Harpo 
monkies around with the ivories for 
a while before going to the harp. 
Then it is a pushover for the pan- 
tomist of the family. That boy just 
ean give them all the harp he 
chooses to and they always want 
more. For his final number he plays 
@ ballad with the six string instru- 
ments accompanying. The old shirt 
and silverware scenes are also 
done and click. For the finish with 
their troupe of vocalists the boys 
chant “I Want My Shirt’ and then 
go into grotesque operatics. As a 
picture house bet the Marx boys 
are bound to break box office rec- 
ords. But one thing necessary for 
that is proper advertising and ex- 
ploitation. 

As it was Edison week, Frank L. 
Newman, managing director of the 
house, pulled a novelty in blending 
together some scenes from pictures 
of the last decade in which Mary 
Pickford, Gloria Swanson, Lillian 
Gish, Douglas Fairbanks, Charlie 
Chaplin, Fatty Arbuckle and H. B. 
Walthal appeared. They were shots 
from early pictures of these stars 
and were cut in such an expert 
fashion as well as titled that the 
sequence fitted together in smooth 
fashion and were responsible for 
plenty of laughs. To sell this reel 
Meity Ann Leaf, principal organist 
here, played the old picture house 
tunes in a corner of the stage on a 
piano while Elmer Hurling, an- 
nounced the titles and described the 
scenes as the picture was un- 
reeled. 

Al Lyons, house master of cere- 
monies, did not get a chance to do 
his stuff from the stage so presided 
fn the pit while his boys played a 
hot overture which allowed a trio 
of them to do a bit of chanting 
for a finish. This fellow Lyons is 
a clean cut personality whether on 
atage or in pit. Out and out enter- 
tainer and clicks that way 100 per 
cent. 

Screen feature Paramount impor- 
tation, “The Last Waltz.” Ung. 


PARAMOUNT 


(NEW YORK) 
New York, Feb. 12. 
“Steps and Steppers,” Jack 


Partington’s presentation, consists 

mainly of tap dancing with a com- 

pany of 12 mixed hoofers doing the 

psual formations. For the climax 

the company taps up and down a 

stairway, Bill Robinson's 
ea. 

Tlomay Bailey, songstress, is light 
at her best. An unbilled performer, 
Karnoff, with a small concertina, 
delivers novel entertainment. First 
switches from operatic to pop melo- 
dies abruptly, causing laughs. 

Glenn and Jenkins, blackfaced 
eomedians, spotted next to closing. 
Some of the comedy material is 
bad, but delivery is surefire at all 
times. A third boy, doing a tap 
‘shoe shine dance number, also ef- 
fective. 

Gene Rodemich leads the stage 
band this week in line with the 
new system of alternating band 
leaders, In this way a leader stays 
_yith a Publix unit three weeks at 


New Haven, Boston and New York. 
Lou Kosloff and Al Mitchell are now 
playing the other two cities during 
the interim. 

Rodemich’s classical version of 
a pop seemed to take well with the 
customers though it sounded a 
little over done. The Jesse Craw- 
fords were a bit off at the organ 
with two numbers. 

Adolphe Dumont, new house or- 
chestra director, led with “Me- 
phisto” in accompaniment to the 
vocal ensemble on the stage. Stage 
direction, by Paul Oscard, was 
brilliantly handled. Cloud scenes 
first. pass over the stage, the sing- 
ers remaining unseen with the ex- 
ception of Arturo Imparato, basso. 
Glaring beams of light gradually 
illuminate a block formation rising 
to the roof, the vocalists all in cos- 
time. 

“Sporting Goods” (Par), the fea- 
ture. Newsreel mainly Paramount 
with an M-G shot. Mori. 


CAPITOL 


(NEW YORK) 
New York, Feb. 11. 


First Publix-Loew unit te invade 
this M-G-M house, and not so Fot. 
With a 70-minute feature, “Rose- 
Marie” (M-G), the show ran 2.29, so 
something was out of proportion. 
Looked as though the unit was too 
long and there was little need for 
the scenic short included. Besides 
those sidelights, Henry B. Murtagh, 
formerly at the Rivoli but now here 
since his return from Chicago, did 
nine minutes at the organ. Organ- 
ists at the Capitol have never been 
in the habit of doing much soloing, 
hence Murtagh’s console seance goes 
as something of a novelty within 
these walls. 

Unit had Walt Roesner m. c’ing 
it on its way under title of “The 
Fast Mail,’ Frank Cambria cred- 
ited production, Capitolians, the 
house band, has changed personnel, 
so that the pip drummer is no more. 
Quite a few pit boys doubling on 
the stage, and Harry Perrella, from 
Whiteman’s band, is at one of the 
pianos because he’s lost his yen for 
a lower berth. Outfit totals 25 men 
and will probably be better after the 
boys begin calling each other by 
their first names. 


As specialists the comibined forces 
of Loew-Publix had the Three Le 
Grohs, Eddie Hill, Myrtle Gordon, 
Iva Thornton and Roy Shelton. 
They didn’t run in that order, but 
the routining was just as haphazard 
and lacked continuity and punch. 
Hill’s comedy lyrics had some effect 
in the big house, but either Miss 
Gordon or Thornton left ‘em cold 
after a couple of songs a la Tucker 
without the Madame'’s spice. 
Whichever girl offered a ballad did 
so in nice voice but not to much ap- 
plause, 


A band number used up most of 
the time, Roesner asking various 
members what they found in their 
mail and the boys replying by in- 
strumental soloing. Didn’t mean 
anything until the pianist on the left 
broiled a pop on the black keys and 
helped it along by giving more ex- 
pression to the lyrics than voice. 
Youngster has a good sense of com- 
edy. He could have encored, but 
didn’t. 

Meanwhile a troupe of Foster 
Giris performed twice. Once nois- 
ily in a gladiator number that had 
the girls banging each other on 
shields. Idea was all right, but 
Allan might tone Gown the clang in 
the defense paraphernalia, The 
girls weren’t any too much at home 
in their first 1umber, either, unusual 
in a Foster group. The young male 
of the LeGrohs the house’s 
mouth open for his contortions, 
heavy applause, and Roy Shelton al- 
most broke a leg during his floor 
sweeping legmania and found that a 
rolling stone does gather some moss. 

Setting for all this was a banked 
effect which had a platform above 
the stage musicians and small stair- 
cases splitting the band into three 
sections. “ot especially good look- 
ing or well lighted. Proportionate 
drops on the platform were succes- 
sively revealed by parting drapes as 
stamps to show the mailing point of 
the instrumentalists’ letters, 

Brief overture finished with a 
scrimmed tableau on Lincoln that 
was enthusiastically greeted and 
well done, while a five-minute news 
reel only left time for two clips 
from Paramount and four from M- 
¥-M. Publix production staff evi- 
dently believes newsreels are a nec- 
essary evil and that’s all. 

Murtagh used kidding slides that 
eventually had the patrons whis- 
pering the lyrics. Enough to indi- 
cate that if a rotary club songfest 
is his objective he’ll shortly attain 
it. But only by comedy. It’s gen- 
erally conceded that laughing ’em 
into it is the best and easiest way. 
At least, in the east. 

“The Brook,” short, with the main 
stage presentation following. After 
that the feature during which the 
soprano obliged with “Indian Love 
Call” from backstage as “Rose- 
Marie” warbled to her ilove that she 
couldn’t keep the screen date on the 
mountain, 

Capacity un and downstairs at 
four p. m. Saturday. Sid. 


Beth Challis and her husband-ac- 
companist, Edward J. Lambert, 
open April 23 at the Trocadero, 
London, booked by A. J. Clarke, 


CARTHAY CIRCLE 


(LOS ANGELES) 


Los Angeles, Feb. 14. 

Carthay Circle has a realistic, 
imposing and convincing prolog in 
“Happiness,” which Jack Laughlin 
produced and staged as an at- 
mospheric background to “Four 
Sons” (Fox), special which is run- 
ning here twice daily. Laughlin 
has done a sensible job here in 
staging a brilliant, animating en- 
tertainment which holds to the 
spirit and theme of the screen fea- 
ture. 

The setting of “Happiness” is laid 
on the Bavarian border in the 
shadow of the Alps. Some _ 60 
people are used and all contribute 
toward the entertainment which 
runs 19 minutes. The scenic em- 
bellishment shows an Alpine vil- 
lage and in the center foreground 
a waterfall. For atmosphere Laugh- 
lin uses a group of 20 Bavarian 
singers and a similar number of 
native dancers. These people give 
folk songs and dances, which supply 
fine foreign atmosphere. There are 
also four Tyrolean Yodlers, a quin- 
tet of native musicians and a group 
of Kosloff dancing girls, who get 
away from the toe and ballet work 
in flimsy costumes, doing their 
work in atmospheric garments. 


Ivan Bankoff, formerly Bankoff 
and Cannon, is the premier dancer 
and official jester of the troupe. 
Bankoff executed a routine of 
acrobatic, eccentric dance steps that 
brought the house to the stop point. 
His comedy is excellent and, if some 
of the picture moguls got a good 
flash at his face they probably are 
sending for him now to take tests. 
Billy Moody, comedienne, who 
worked with Bankoff, was a cork- 
ing feed for him. 


Nina and Arthur, adagio team, 
taught the locals new tricks in 
holds and hops. Some of them were 
hair raising and the couple hit on 
all eight with the mob. Hans Joby 
and Ellen Joby, doing a folk dance, 
got a score of laughs with their 
eccentric antics. Serving as_ solo 
vocalists were Don Thrailkill, who 
is an institution in Laughlin pro- 
ductions, and Mrytle Aber and 
Emily Clark. 
For the opening night the show 
ran snappily and gave no sugges- 
tion for cuts as it was smoothly 
routined and put over without a 
hitch. It is best._of the atmospheric 
prologs Laughlin has staged in six 
months, 
The overture which preceded the 
prolog was played by Carli Elinor 
and 25 men in the pit. Elinor had a 
great score which was blended from 
harmonizing melodies the 
Fatherland. The overture ran 14 
minutes and was not tiresome 
either. Elinor also arranged the 
musical score for the _ picture, 
which seemed most appropriaie. 
Ung. 


STANLEY 


(BALTIMORE) 


Program opened with a novelty 
overture entitled, “Meet the Boys,” 
staged by Harry Lewis, the guest 
conductor. This consisted of solo 
parts by Max Rosenstein, Ernie 
Cooper, Jules Sims, Helmuth Wil- 
helm, Ernest Phillips, Stanley Simp- 
son and finally, Wharry Lewis, 
each working in a spot to good 
effect. 

The Stanley Theatre Ballet staged 
@& pantomime dance bit, “In Hol- 
land.” Costumed as Dutch boys 
and girls, the Servoa ballet girls, 
doing a pantomime romance in 
rhythm, working against the thea- 
tre’s black velour curtain, in two. 

The news reel, then Leon Navara, 
conducting the stage band for the 
fourth consecutive week. The show 
billed as “Jazzing the Blues 
Away.” Full stage, with iridiscent 
jet black-drop, dressed with fu- 
turistic borders in blue with long, 
red tassels. Black and gold ’color 
scheme for the cubicles for the 
musicians, grouped on pyramided 
levels as heretofore, grand piano 
centered at stage level. Navara, 
smart in evening dress. After 
“Blue Baby” by Navara and band, 
the m. of c. introduces with a neat 
bit of quiet wise cracking Billie 
Tichenor, blonde dancer. She did 
the “Varsity Drag” to accompani- 
ment of band. Theo. Alban, tenor, 
next, rendering “Song of the 
Wanderer” to band accompaniment, 
brasses predominating. 

Serova girls now on, costumed in 
green blouses and _ knee-length 
dresses, do the Tiller stuff very well 
to music of “Up In the Clouds” and 
“Dream Kisses.” “A Shady Tree,” 
next, by Navara and band. On the 
repeat a girl dancer enters. Navara 
discards baton and dances with her 
in ballroom manner. Table and 
chair props introduced. At con- 
clusion of dance Navara leaves girl 
at table. Comedy drunk in bur- 
lesque evening dress after manner 
of the London ’alls, dances on, as 
Navara resumes with the baton, the 
band repeating same air. Girl re- 
senting drunk’s advances, off 
haughtily. Drunk’s distorted vision 
still pictures her and he _ goes 
through the dance with an illu- 
nr aad partner. This went over 
well. 

Piano now rolled down center and 
Navara does his piano recital act, 
working in a spot. Did “Kitten on 
tthe Keys,” announced as “request.” 


4 


For encore, “What'll I Do,” with 
variations. Audience still calling 
for more. 

Navara next used the lost ward- 
robe gag to introduce comedy 
acrobatic dance team (Johnson & 
Hewitt.) Excellent. Finaie, with 
Serova girls in, carrying individual 
rose bowers, topped with full moon 
decoration. To melody of “Are 
You Happy,” lights off and title 
of number spelled by letters on the 
moon designs. 

Show pleased, 
work outstanding. 


BROADWAY 


(ASTORIA) 
New York, Feb. 10. 

Jumping off the Times Square 
merry-go-round and onto a B. M. T. 
underground tram for the far side 
of the Bast river is like plunging 
into the tall grass of the provinces. 
Still New York, but what a dif- 
ference. Home of the Eskimo pie; 
of neighborhood theatres where 
customers break seats and rules 
faster than carpenters and cops 
can work: where Wednesday and 
Sunday nights are reserved for 
steady company, and where bridge 
offers small distraction to movie 
trade. 

Shooing kids out of the lobby and 
away from the boxoffice is a major 
responsibility of the management. 
Within the theatre, with its sharply 
terraced floor leading up to the pro- 
jection level, a couple of bouncers 
keep a sullen eye on the grown-up 
kids. Up near the booth, where you 
have to go if you arrive much after 
7 p. m., the patrons pay little at- 
tention to the feature, but whistle 
and applaud enthusiastically during 
the newsreel when Babe Ruth, the 
Statue of Liberty and Old Glory 
are flashed. . 

The boys visit the girls and vice 
versa. Mamie runs down front to 
ask Gertie if she wants to “make 
up” with Joe, and comes back to 
tell Joe that Gertie is willing. 
Whereupon Joe counts his silver by 
the light of the screen, and then 
goes down to talk it over. 

On the stage, Virginia Kelly 
sings several pop songs, George 
Smalden gags (not bad) and plays 
the sax, and the master of cere- 
monies provided by Stern and 
Green, who book the house, tells a 
pun to the effect that “God gave 
her a face, but she picked her 
nose.” 

The show is “cabaret night,” a 
weekly feature for Fridays and a 
business builder- judging by the 
mob. No stage. Just a platform in 
front of the screen hidden by a 
scrim. Singing predominates to the 
almost complete exclusion of danc- 
ing because of the restrictions on 
area. But dialog cross-fire is in- 
cluded. In this the one-day presen- 
tation field appears in advance of 
the de luxe houses where they’re 
still a bit leery of talk. 

Frank Duke, whose presence in 
tuxedo was considered worthy of 
comment by the m. c., was intro- 
duced as from the Palais D’Or. He 
has a complex voiced tenor. The 
soprano alternation plus his yodel- 
ing sent Duke across. He repre- 
sented the class of the bill. 

Benton and Morgan, man and 
woman, with the woman doing the 
comedy, did nicely with some clip- 
pings from the scrap book. They 
dress their turn and make a flash. 

All in all, looks like an okay one- 
night neighborhood lay-out. Bill 
was played with periodic bursts of 
pep by the seven-piece orchestra. 
In between, the organist showed the 
percussion possibilities of his in- 
strument, giving the drum effect 
plenty of time. Land. 


GREENWICH VILLAGE 


(NEW YORK) 


New York, Feb. 11. 

This 365-seat house got off on the 
wrong foot Saturday night in its 
attempt to form an intente cor- 
diale between grand opera, oil paint- 
ings, one-act drama and the cinema. 
The announced purpose of selling 
such a hodge-podge at $2.20 per 
seat to “subscribers” seems like a 
forlorn hope. At any rate, the pro- 
moters may find it hard to live 
down the first unfortunate impres- 
sion. 

N. Brewster Morse and Douglas 
Brown, the managerial names on 
the program masthead, seem to be 
light on showmanship. 

They started off their entertain- 
ment with Pathe newsreel pro- 
jected cold without musical accom- 
paniment and naturally a frost. 
Smart management would have had 
a snappy opener from the various 
news releases and served it up pip- 
ing hot with spirited music. Pos- 
sibly the absence of the violin and 
piano (the “orchestra”) during the 
news part due to the hidden pit 
shutting off view of the screen. 

Additionally, the ampereage of 
the projection was too bright and 
with the short throw was hard on 
the eyes. 

Rafaelo Diaz, Metropolitan tenor, 
sang @ group of songs. Diaz is a 
great singer whose class is never 
in doubt. He was the event of the 
evening. 

Rather clever, too, was Jackie 
Grattan, a lad, representing “the 
theatre page boy” and introducing 
the numbers in a cute manner. 
There was a suggestion in his 
speeches of an effort to be faintly 
satirical about things, after the 


Navara'’s own 


fashion at Mike Mindlin's toy cine- 


mas. The idea was not developed, 
however, beyond the suggestion 
stage. 

- Closing the first half, came the 
one-act play, “Tryst.” In it Clai- 
borne Foster, hemmed in by banali-« 
ties, managed to obtain a few half. 
genuine laughs and a lukewarm 
curtain. The script is without spar- 
kle or meaning and as poor a choice 
as could have been made for the 
delicate job of popularizing such a 
strange hook-up with motion pice 
tures. 

Intermission found the audience 
strictly Missouri. A good, or even 
a fair, movie might have saved the 
works and given the strange policy 
a Chinaman’s chance. But upon re- 
turning to their seats after free 
coffee and art in the congested 
downstairs lounge the customers 
were treated to “The Whip Wom- 
an,” presented by Robert Kane and 
bearing the First National label. It 
is an inconceivably ridiculous pice 
ture and was roundly jeered by the 
audience. 

Had the management stuck to its 
publicized intention of giving first 
runs to worthy independents they 
would have been far better off than 
in exhibiting this dismal leneth of 
celluloid from the vaults of First 
National. 

Everything about the opening, the 
music, the newsreel, the faulty pro- 
jection, the stupid playlet and the 
acceptance of this turk of a pictura, 
attest the lack of practical experie« 
ence or judgment on the part of the 
sponsors of this movement to ally 
the “arts.” Accordingly the prog- 
nostication points to a brody. The 
announced policy is for twice- 
monthly changes of program. The 
price for a loge, seating six, for four - 
“entertainments” is $110. It re- 
quires a sense of humor! JLand. 


CAPITOL 


(DETROIT) 
Detroit, Feb. 12. 
Capitol offering a good and 
lengthy bill to offset some strong 
self-creative Kunsky opposition. 
With Chaplin at the Adams and 
“The Jazz Singer” at the Madison, 
notwithstanding they are running 


as straight picture fare, there’s 
plenty of competition, 

Lots of show in the Capitol’s pro- 
gram, overture, Vitaphone, shorts 
and stage bill running over an hour 
and a half and Par’s Berry-Hatton 
comedy, “Wife Savers,” topping and 
adding another hour or so. 

Overture opened up, Samuel 
Benavie’s symphony orchestra in 
the esculating pit playing Adam’s 
‘If I Were King,” and beautifully. 
“Night at Coffee Dan’s” on the Vita 
proved an unexpected bracer and 
clinched its spot. Talkies are not . 
a regular attraction at this house, 
but well received when used. 

News reel (International) led up 
to Don Miller’s organ item, not a 
solo. Miller follows the new west- 
ern idea in going for production ef- 
fect, though alternating with com- 
munity singing at times. The num- 
ber is titled “Sweetheart Memories,” 
permitting the accompainment of 
Stanley Perry tenor, and various 
members of the house ballet, garbed 
to represent the different melodies, 
All stage action behind a scrim, 
with the girls flashed in and out of 
the black. It was prettily staged 
and very well supported by Miller 
at the organ. 

“Wings,” bird study scenic, sand- 
wiched between this and the stage 
bill, nice filler. “Wings” title un- 
necessary in being so similar to that 
of the feature of the same name. 
Stage productions here are ac- 
credited to Howard Pierce, head of 
the Kunsky producing department. 
Pierce is regarded as a competent 
bill moulder, and if the Capitol’s 
current presentment is an example, 
reputation deserved. Pierce follows 
the general stage band idea, mean- 
while inserting his own departures. 
Among the local twists is the sur- 
prising backgrounding and seeming 
unimportance of the stage band and 
the attempt at more results from 
the outside talent. 

The Walter Bastian band, 18 and 
the ieader, is not an exceptional 
musical crew, also away from most 
stage bands in that the conductor 
does nothing but conduct. In other 
cases of similar aspect the theatres 
have employed permanent m. c.’s 
in addition, but here a new face is 
seen in the role every two or three 
weeks, Bastian frequently steps out 
with a solo on some instrument, but 
never is permitted to gab or other- 
wise front himself, 

This trip the m. c. mantle falls on 
the shoulders of Milton Watson, one 
time Paul Ash “find” and better 
acquainted in Chicago than here. 
Watson recently graduated from 
the pops to light opera, but was 
buried minus billing therein, and 
returned to the pops. He is a ro- 
mantic tenor and_ strictly that, 
hence with shortcomings as a 
send-in man. He is working at the 
Capitol as though it were his first 
try. He announces as he sings, 
making known a pair of slapstick 
comic acrobats in the way one 
would expect to be introduced to 
Galli-Curci. No reflection on Wat- 
son’s vocal work, though, for he can 
croon a sentimental ballad and is 
good looking, 

The eight-girl ballet opened the 
show in a productional starter, re- 
vealing a sightly set. Mounting in 
form of a large valentine, with the 


Dand centered in a cutout, clusters 
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of hearts on the sides and top and | mechanical devices, and while the |mosphere of complete acquiescence. 

a rainbow spot on the spangled organist is away from the keyboard | Lindbergh’s features flash on the 
back drop. All very pretty. the music heard from “the phantom|screen. Little more than a low 

Watson introduced the first spe- jorgan” is in reality a concexled|murmur; the stars and stripes—a 
cialty turn, Meehan and Newman. |Jesse Crawford record. This stunt solitary, half-hearted attempt at ap- 

Versatile mixed ‘ nee. this, ae went over big. plause. 

howing a neat routine. an A clever little act is provided by Despite the type of entertainment : ‘ 

eneee and plays the mouth organ./an unprogrammed song.iress who Pars wean state right pro- PALACE other side of the lights. No real 

Woman sings. The pair clicked. /aids the orcnestra under the direc- |ductions or third-rate pictures re- applause until Jim McWilliams 

Mills and Shea, hoke acrobats, |tion of Sol Shapiro. ‘The score of | leased by the major producing com- (St. Vaude) made hig comedy apeech, No. 4, 
’ and had to foree that. Previously, 


demonstrated this sort of turn is 
sure-fire, no matter how stereo- 
typed. They forget nothing. Fen- 
ton and Fields, cork team, uses its 
yaude routine almost to the letter, 
but it seems more effective in pr2- 


sentation. - 
Tommy Wonder, boy’ dancer, 
closed the outside portion and 


geemed much below his usual form, 
The kid has acquired a girl partner, 
his sister. She looks several years 
older and is several heads taller 
than kid bro., and a bust as a foil. 
The girl follows immediately in 
solo, singing a play-up. Tommy 
gets into form in a dance with a 
life sized doll and sells the offer- 
ing, but fails to show his excellent 
Russian and eccentric routines. 

Production number opened, so the 
same closed, with the entire crew 
on the stage. 

The Capitol’s 3,800 seats were 
well filled the second show Satur- 
day mat. The house grosses 
around $25,000 weekly, but averaged 
much higher until the Michigan 
succeeded as the “ace” presentation 
stand. At present it is trimming 
the Mich in screen quality, with the 
larger theatre more dependent on 
its stage. 


ROXY 


(NEW YORK) 
New York, Feb. 11. 

The Roxy is a paradox. When 
the show is strong the picbee is 
weak, which is most often the case, 
When the picture is pleasingly #at- 
isfactory the show lets down. De- 
spite it all and with it all, the Roxy 
manages to knock out.around $100,- 
000 per week. How it does it mys- 
tifies at times, excepting that the 
grand manner of it all is the the- 
atre’s greatest ballyhoo. That must 
be it, or have much to do with it. 

This week the third Universal fea- 
ture in a row, “That's My Daddy,” 
starring Reginald Denny, is distin- 
guished by a kiddie star, Jane La 
Verne, who will owe her opportuni- 
ties to Denny in the same manner 
Jackie Coogan owes it all to Chap- 
lin and “The Kid.” The four or 
five-year old youngster steals every- 
thing from the star but his name. 

Supporting show is only fair. Lew 
White, C. A. J. Parmentier and 
George Epstyne alternating on the 
Kimball consoles, and Erno Rapee 
wielding the baton for the “Carmen” 
overture are the musical starters. A 
seasonal number by George A. Bill- 
ings, impersonating Lincoln, and 
Forbes Randolph's Kentucky Jubilee 
Choir are the third interlude. Gamby 
and the ballet are featured in a 
black and white study. 

Following the newsreel, conven- 
tionally assembled, the Cabaret 
presentation is a flop as to idea and 
development. It may be Roxy’s con- 
ception of a cabaret, but that’s all. 
Jack White as m. c. seems capable 
of doing well in that department, 
but is limited here. Follows a suc- 
cession of slow specialties, opening 
with Beatrice Belkin, soprano-ing in 
nice voice, and satisfactory for the 
starter, but after that the sameness 
of the succeeding specialties retards 
it altogether. Margaret McKee’s 
whistling, as pleasing as ever be- 
fore, but out of place, and Frederick 
Fradkin and his Fiddlers (4) slowed 
it up altogether. They did two slow 
numbers, re-encoring the latter. 
Jimmy and George Trainor, with 
zippy buck and wing, couldn't 
accelerate it after what preceded, 
and the colored jubilee singers were 
also mis-spotted on being held over 
again. 

The 55-minute feature, “That's My 
Daddy,” was distinguished on thé 
organ accompaniment by the intel- 
ligent manner of using contem- 
Porary baby and daddy songs to fit 
the light theme. Being a light pic- 
ture and designed purely for an 
hour’s divertissement, nothing but a 
potpourrie of “Yes, Sir! That’s My 
Baby,” “Daddy, You’ve Been a 
Mother to Me,” “Here Comes My 
Daddy,” “Baby Face” and kindred 
tin pan alley effusions would have 
fitted it better. Abel. 


ALHAMBRA 
(MILWAUKEE) 
Milwaukee, Feb. 10. 

Two girls steal the thunder at the 
Universal Alhambra this week—and 
how! While this house doesn’t go 
in for stage shows, the presenta- 
tions usually have an individual 
touch handed by Fred Meyer, man- 
aging director. 

Athlone, a singer of blues, is the 
big card. In a pretty set and with 
clever changeable lighting effect, 
Athlone sells several numbers to 
enormous applause when this re- 
viewer caught the act. Athlone is a 
Pretty blonde. 

The other show stopper is Therese 
Meyer, organist. Flooded in a spot, 
Miss Meyer opens with several 
numbers on the organ. Suddenly 

e gets up, walks away from the 
organ and the music continues to 
a through. The effect is worked 

y the organist pressing an electric 
SWitch at the keyboard which sets 
&@ phonograph into motion. The disc 
Music is sent to the organ loft by 


“The Firefly” is the orchestra theme 
and the singer offers several cho- 
ruses. The singing ends as the 
screen is dropped in plice for Clara 
Dow's revival, “Wine.” The feature 
isn't so hot, but the audience has a 
pleasant taste left from the show 
und gets a kiek out of the ancient 
orint. News and a scenic, “Isle of 
June,” round out a highly pleasing 
program, {srael., 


LOEW’S STATE 
(LOS ANGELES) 


Los Angeles, Feb. 9. 

Rainy season just starting in. 
Eddie Peabody and his banjo still 
swaying. Peabody has been work- 
ing a “touring” gag for the past 
few weeks. This time (week ending 
Feb. 9) he is on his way to Eurepe 
and the stage layout had a nifty 
flash of a ship deck. Tempo was a 
little too slow at this show. other- 
wise well arranged and getting the 
most of the specialty acts on the 
bill. Snappy band number opened 
with Peabody cutting up and get- 
ting a lot of volume frem the in- 
struments. The boys are hitting 
their stride with Peabody at the 
helm and play with pep. An octet 
of prancing dolls for a sailor num- 
ber, in which they were well rou- 
tined and got results. Fanchon and 
Marco get credit for this. These 
gals are lookers besides good troup- 
ers. The musical arrangement for 
the gob routine is surefire. It 
caught on here and brought the 
girls back for an encore. Hal Sidare, 
clean cut and a whale of a stepper, 
pushed the pace up a couple of 
notches and scored with a high- 
kicking routine appended by some 
Russian hock steps. This boy is all 
legs. Peabody introduced Edythe 
Flynn, auburn-haired beaut, who 
spilled two songs and called it 
enough. This gal appeals more to 
the eye than the ear at present. 
She has a pleasant personality and 
with a little more experience can 
make good. Richard Wally showed 
a good brand of ball juggling for 
his specialty, using a set of pool 
pockets tied around him and scored 
with his routine with the cues. The 
boys in the band struck up a hot 
tune for Peabody to come back with 
song lyrics, together with Murray 
Peck. Some of the choruses were 
a little bungled, but got over. 

Pop selection by Leo Lee, tenor 
with a great set of pipes, merited 
another number, but the time table 
probably didn’t permit, so that girls 
were back on view once more and 
again with neatly placed numbers 
bringing out some specialty activi- 
ties. Peabody started off the finale 
with a guitar duo aided by Jimmy 
Maisle, his standard partner in in- 
strumentals. For a closer Peabody 
was projected into the audience on 
a swing and let got with the banjo. 
Great finish. 

“The Cohens and Kellys in Paris” 
co). 


LOEW’S NEW YORK 


(NEW YORK) 
New York, Feb. 9. 
Reputed to be one of the most 
profitable theatres on the Loew cir- 
cuit, this daily change grind, oper- 
ated at 40 cents top and continuous 


from 9 a. m. to 1 a m., probably 
owes much of its success to its 
snooze-provoking comforts. Low 


lights, a small, well-drilled pit or- 
chestra, smoking privileges, a round 
balcony as foot suppert and ash- 
trays conveniently located within 
arm’s reach are a few of the fix- 
tures calculated to make and keep 
picture trade here. 

In a way this house is unique be- 
cause it caters to a class of patrons 
whom the operators of the newest 
and largest Broadway theatres be- 
Heved extinct. Here come all who 
are weary, those who are tired of 
the glare of electric lights, brilliant 
plastic decorations and the piercing 
wail of 97-piece house orchestras. 

Contrary to popular impression, 
the New York, occupying one of the 
choicest and most valuable theatri- 
cal sites in the world, does not de- 
pend on pickup trade to keep out of 
the “red.” The same faces, accord- 
ing to the doorman, are scen night 
after night, week after week. Pic- 
ture fans, they are, who have never 
grown up or never cared to acquire 
new tastes in film fare. People who 
seek films as a mental anesthetic 
rather than entertainment. 

Old, hackneyed plots, stars of an- 
other day who have long dropped 
from among the public’s favorites, 
Lhold no terrors for the mob which 
makes the Roof its after-dinner 
hangout. Browsily they sit, or 
rather loll, in their seats reading 
the same titles, watching the ever- 
lasting similarity of expression. 
Though they more than half expect 
and know the climaxes and the con- 


clusions of the pictures, they never 
seem to tire. 

Sedate, elderly couples begin to 
flutter through the weather-beaten 
doors soon after the dinner hour. 


Later, sometimes much later, youth- 
ful gaiety makes its bow. The Roof 


is open until la.m. Hare eve 


stir of applause, just a general at- 


panies, the draw consists of Broad- 
wayites to a large degree. For years 
Manhattanites, by residence, have 
had the habit of strolling in here to 
assassinate the odd hour painlessly. 

Westerns or blood and thunder 
crook dramas of the heaviest type 
are best appreciated. And the more 
these pictures follow type the better 
they are received. It is reassuring 
to patrons to doze off and on, later 
waking in the middle of the piciure 
to be able to pick up the threads 
easily. 

Inevitably doomed to give way to 
the largest theatre in New York 
within the next two or three years, 
the demolition of this house will 
tear a gap in the hearts of its many 
patrons, picturegoers up and down 
stairs, who have derived untold 
stimulation from the musiy wails. 
the bare, wooden stage. the rickety 
seats and the solemn, almost sacred 
stillness. Mori. 


REGAL 
(CHICAGO) 
Chicago, Keb. 9. 

Here is a pioneer venture of large 
possibilities. A de luxe picture- 
presentation house with colored 
house personnel performers, 
constructing its programs for and 
catering to the colored race. 

The Regal is being operated by its 
builders, ZLubliner & Trinz. It is 
located at 47th street and South 
Parkway, in the heart of Chicago's 
widespread dark district. There has 
been no stint in construction costs 
nor show expense. The race has a 
picture house of 3,000 seats to be 
compared to any theatre in the city. 

On the stage are Fess Williams 
and his orchestra of 18 men (New 
Acts). Fess was brought from New 
York as the master of ceremonies. 


His mastery of sympathetic an- 
nouncing, darktown humor, and 
torch orchestration is one of the 


new things worthwhile in this city. 
And his band blows with the heat 
of a desert wind. 

In the pit the orchestra is con- 
ducted for overture and picture ac- 
companiment by Dave Peyton, col- 
ored leader familiar to Chicago. 
Opening week Peyton tackled the 
William Tell overture, employing a 
stage mountain scene set. Clarence 
Tisdale, tenor, came on dressed as 
a Swiss shepherd and displayed a 
great set of pipes. 

The Fess Williams stage band 
presentation was prime entertain- 
ment for colored reception. In a 
house of white patronage it might 
be classed as too hot, but in its own 
neighborhood there won’t be any 
squawks. Twelve chorines came on 
in front of the band to dance and 
sing an introduction for Williams. 
Then the leader himself entered 
hidden behind a large saxophone 
placard. 

First orchestra number was Wil- 
liams’ popular eastern version of 
“Miss Annabelle Lee,” worked by 
himself and the orchestra vocally as 
well as instrumentally. It was tor- 
rid stuff and gave the presentation 
a solid start. Next were Cole and 
Wayne, two hoofers with a fast tap 
routine culminating in a series of 
tough knee falls. The boys were 
liked, 

Presentation of a pop number was 
then worked behind and above the 
band by Clarence Tisdale and 
Mamie Moon. Vocally it was good, 
but not a strong item on the pro- 
gram. The idea has been workcd 
too hard around here. The 12 
chorines closed the number with 
some regulation legmania. 

Blanche Calloway, blues singer 
specializing in heat, copped a hit 
with some s. a. stuff directed at 
Fess. The girl can wai? like a love- 
sick sax and has eyes that speak 
asterisks. Feas worked with her, 
clowning expertly. 

As a break in the straight stage 
band material Alex Lovejoy and 
Marshall Rogers gagged several 
minutes before a Dearborn street 
oleo and scored solidly. Lovejoy 
plays the big political man, with 
Rogers just out of jail and being 
induced to take up bootlegging. 
Trouble with a cop, played by John 


Lowell, furnished a strong finish 
packed with laughs. In appearance: 
and delivery these boys are sure- 


fire for colored and white audiences 
Williams resumed with a band 
number, “Variety Stomp,” and 
touched it up so well the 
the lyrics should write himself an- 
other tribute on the strength of 
having his name on the records. 
The Right Quintet, four boys har- 
monizing and one at the piano, tock 
feature spotting. They did two 
numbers, one a “Rigoletto” travests 
with one singjng protests from the 
audience while the other four jazzed 
up the classic on stage. They 


ished with a sentimental pop and 
went off to a tremendous hand. This 
act is a strong picture house en- 
trant. Two Black Dots, dancing 


team, closed the specialties with a 
forte line of taps and acrobatic 
steps. It seemed questicnabic book 
ing to have two two-man dance acts 
on the bill, although both scored. 
Finale was “Shaking the Blues 
Away,” worked by the ent: - 


pany. Kh was given a het start 


author of } 


fin- | 


When vacant rows stretch from 
side aisle to side aisle on a Monday 
night here and a holiday besides, 
there’s something wrong. Although 
maybe this doesn’t upset anybody 
anymore. You can get used to any- 
thing. But there was a line in front 
of the Palace Monday (holiday) 
matinee—going to the Roxy. 

With Belle Baker and Warings’ 
Pennsylvanians across the top there 
should have been more’ business 
than actually was present. Both 
acts gave plenty of value inside, 
even for the $2.75 down front tap. 
Warings, closing intermission on 
their second week at the house with 
one more to go, didn’t quit until 
after 33 minutes, and Miss Baker 
Was just two shy of that next to 
closing. 


been plenty discouraging on the 


Blanche Calloway, who came on 
with some fringe and did a grind in 
front of the 12 likewise hip-waving 
chorus girls. These gals are a good- 
looking lot, very light in color, and 
With a dance abandon usually con- 
iined to cafe floors. 

In pep and entertainment values 
this presentation rates among the 
pest seen in Chicago. The south- 


town district is getting plenty for 
its four bits. 
Sammy Williams, organist, was 


very favorably received in an intro- 
ductory solo (New Acts). He's es- 
pecially adept at jazz. “Valley of 
ihe Giants,” feaiure, and newsreel 
completed, 

The 3,000 seats were almost filled 
at 8 p.m. Monday night, three days 
after opening, which shows busi- 
ness good but still just a trifle short 
of what is hoped for. It is impos- 
sible to foretell the future of this 
new class of show business as yet. 


Locp. 
WISCONSIN 
(MILWAUKEE) 
Billy Meyers, tenor, who is a 
stock feature of the stage Weis- 


feldt, has capitalized popularity. 

“Billy Meyers’ 3irthday Party” 
was the title given to the stage 
show, a Knockout. A night club set 
is used, with the orchestra on the 
right and chairs and table on a 
stepped balcony to left. Opening 
shows band playing with entertain- 
ers seated at tables, all in formal 
clothing. The new Wisconsin cho- 
rus, eight English Rockets, open 
with a nifty dance. This octette 
went big in its premiere. Looks, 
forms and grace. 

Chorus dances away while prop 
ear drives to door of “club” and 
footman opens door to admit Dave 
Schooler, m. of ec. and Meyers. Both 
lads walk down short flight of stairs 
to foots, and Schooler makes intro- 
duction in song. Meyers responds 
with “This Is My Birthday,” to mu- 
sic of “This Is My Lucky Day.” 
Schooler accompanies on baby up- 
right. Two or three songs, and 
Schooler introduces Irmanette. This 
girl is pretty and plays a mean vio- 
lin, opening with a classical num- 
ber and switching to popular stuff 
with an acrobatic dance while play- 
ing. 

The band, with Meyers singing a 
chorus, comes back with a pop, fol- 
lowed by Rome and Dunn. While 
not great on looks when dolled out 
in tux, this team of singers have a 
sreat act. 

Julia Gerrity, with a coon-shout- 
ing voice and genial address, puts 
over her stuff in a way that makes 
‘em yell for more, and then Detzo 
Retter flops down the stairs for a 
session of tumbling and hokum that 
rocks the house. 

The chorus, Irmanette and Mey- 
ers, close with a pretty finale num- 
ber. Unfortunately, the Wisconsin 
has sidetracked the organ recitals of 
Arthur Richter for several weeks. 
Richter is a drawing card at the 
console and his numbers are missed. 
However, with a long stage, show 
news weekly and long features, 
there is seemingly no place for or- 


gan recitals. “Rose of the Goldcn 
West” sereen feature, voodlarael, 

| JUDGMENTS 

| Lyric Operating Co., Jos. and 
Jacob Oppenheimer and Jos. K. 
Klein; M. Levine: $2,623. 


Same; Industria} Discount Corp-.: 
$1,279. 

Carle Carlton; Vail Scenie Const 
Co., Inc.; $1.554. 

Arthur S. Friend and A. S. Friend 


Cos., Inc.; Loew's, Ine.: $26,619. 

| Chas. A. Goldreyer; M. Present: | 
| $9,043. 

| Anton F. Scibilia: Arnold, Con- 
| Stable & Co., Inc.; $552. 

Richard Herndon; N. Murray, ét 
3223, 

! 
| Albion Productions and Harry S. | 
| Manus; Lariat Prods., Ine., et al: | 
| $4,441. 

Ben Ali Haggin; O'Toole Moto: 


$1,496. 


Oltarsh Bldg. Co., Inc.; Hart & | 


Cooley Mfg. $956. 


The half-hearted house must have ! 


| Margaret Severn and her feminine 


instrumental and vocal trio present- 
ed nicely to results that were un- 
worthy. The ‘cellist in the turn is 
a bet for a screen test, the girls 
overcame difficulties with the pit 
orchestra and Miss Severn demon- 
strated some neat turns. Serlany 
Troupe (New Acts), four men, 
opened, followed by the Turner 
Brothers, who caught the brunt of 
a bad layout in having to follow 
with additional acrobatics. 

The 17-piece band went to nine 
numbers, three repeated from the 
previous week and still good. Al- 
ways a pip stage act, this Waring 
outfit continues full of ideas and 
novelty treatments of songs to keep 
them out front. They're presum- 
ably holding back their ace routine, 
the college thing, for the final week. 
The boys look good and Fred sells 
‘em ably, abetted by Tom and the 
drummer. That they ean play, note 
the mellow. brass) section, goes 
Without saying. 

Cortini (New Acts) maxicianed in 
the second half paving the way for 
Ralph Whitehead (New Acts). Then 


Miss Baker with songs that are 
songs. DeSylva, Brown and Hen- 


derson get the program credit. Eight 
songs for her, amonest which a 
baker, aviator and “Atlas Is Itless” 
stood out on lyrics. Also two bal- 
lads from which Belle might have 
omitted the sob patter. Okay at the 
American. They like it there and 
the feature picture is bound to come 
around, no mater what happens, 
But at the Palace it’s $2 and no 
picture, 

Miss Baker, however, sang over 
a certain degree of hoarseness and 
never was in danger. She's looking 
well, too. With her present group 
of songs she can go anywhere in 
vaudeville and stand out from the 
entertainment angle. 


Ben Hassen Troupe substituted 
for Randolph and Wright, who de- 
faulted in the final spot. Sid. 

(Vaude-Picts) 


Sellout and standees at the Siate 
Monday night with the holiday and 
“Student Prince’ (M-G-M) on 
screen. 

The length of the screen feature 
chops this week’s vaude to five acts, 
all good. 

Three Golfers, male acrobats, 
clicked in opener with balancing, 
tumbling and springboard stuff. 

Count Perrone, baritone, with Trix 
Oliver at the piano and also war- 
bling in the duets, likeable in’ fol- 
low up with a so-so routine. Mostly 
routined to give the count an in- 
ning on voice and pleasing. 

Nola and Winifred St. Clair liven- 
ed up the comedy with a back-stage 
skit. Songs kept in lively temvo by 
the former’s low comedy antics. 
Corking good comedy turn for any- 
where. 

LeMaire and Van, in cork, scored 
with comeiy chatter, mostly of an 
argumen‘tive nature with an insur- 
ance bit reminiscent of previous 
Conroy and LeMaire era, for the 
frish. Van handles the comedy for 
top value with LeMaire a corking 
straight as ever. Another bell ringer. 

Natucha Nattova, assisted by G. 
Ro-lein, closed with a class dance, 
inc.uding “Moth and Flame” ballet 


bit which Nattova did in several 
previcus editions of “Greenwirh 
Vilinsse Follies.” An adazio also 
Act is mouted in proiuetion 
fe.hion and is class for any opera 
house or production. Edba. 


RIVERSIDE 


(St. Vaude) 

Fair show. Bad biz. 
onous, 

Gate boost to $1.65 
holiday. The extra tap 
aged surplus trade. 

Gautier’s Phonograph 


yets monot- 


account of 
discour- 


fa- 


Dogs, 


miliar and reliable opening turn, 
got the show in motion. Maud Earl, 
pilled as “vaudeville’s highest 
voiced prima donna,” was unhappy 
|in the consciousness that she was 
(not getting across. While looking 
as if she is capable of doing a good 


jact and having a record of’ experti- 
‘ence behind her, Miss Earl is un- 
jfortunately equipped for material. 
|The high note would speak for it- 
self and would be more effective as 


}a Climax instead of spread over the 
Scr. 

| Catulini, novelty French cyclist, 
would puss muster on the sheer in- 
izenuity of his mechanical revolving 
table. Additionally the stunts are 
effective, and with a grand fusion 
of Old Glory and the Tricolor at 
the finale it’s sure-click, 

| Edward J. Lambert, the goof 
;eomic, using three drops of Gilbere- 


tian satire to every gallon of hokum, 
pleased all palates, the t 


1] 


tintly high- 
He 


tbrow and the receding 
teave the first half of the bill the 
flavoring without which it would 
have been flat. 

Louis and Charles Mosconi, with 
i (Continued on puge gd) 
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RALPH WHITEHEAD and CO. (3) 
“Variety” (Skit) 

16 Mins.; Two 

Palace (St. V) 

Roger Gray gets credit for this 
script which aims to kiddingly re- 
produce an entire vaudeville bill. 
Tweo girls assist Ralph Whitehead. 
This doesn’t help, Both Whitehead 
and Gray are superior to the mate- 
rial, Laughs are not plentiful, the 
result being the male comic is 
straining all the time and has noth- 
ing but straws at which to clutch. 

A burlesque adagio with one of 
the girls in ballet attire sponsored 
the most fun, the lady displaying 
lots of nerve in some of her leaps. 
Other portions are lifeless. A 
straight ballad by Whitehead had 
the drapes parting to reveal the 
girls in comedy costume as illustra- 
tions to some effect, but the total 
count was and is not heavy. 

Act doesn't seem to build and 
there are laughless moments which 
had the house restiess. Whitehead 
is a standard performer. Gray has 
ideas and a natural sense of comedy. 
Some acript surgery and revamping 
might whip this into shape. Or 
maybe it came in too soon. It’s not 
especially creditable to either con- 
tributor or purveyor as it — 

Bid. 


THE USHERS (2) 
Magic 

16 Mins.; One 
68th St. (V-P) 

Man and woman work out novel 
routine using the man’s feats of 
magic and fast “mind reading,” the 
woman on stage and man in aisles. 
Pip of an opening. Drop in one 
shows fantastic city of towering 
buildings, like the film “Metropolis,” 
with windows lighted. Aeroplane is 
geen to approach in the sky. Pas- 
genger elevator in tallest building 
shoots to top as plane alights. 
Shoots down again, and man of the 
team emerges from door in center 
of drop as though he had arrived 
from sky. 

Goes through neat bit of magic, 
including trick of threading two 
dozen needles while in his mouth 
(Houdini did this and it was sup- 
posed to be his property—anyway 
it’s a startler), 

Woman then arrives via sky in 
game manner and after some rather 
inconsequential talk they go into 
the mind reading. Method is strik- 
ing. Girl identifies articles, giving 
number on currency bills and other 
intricate details. Replies are swift, 
coming instantly and without hesi- 
tation. Cueing system defies de- 
tection by lays for man uses little 
talk. Both depart as they came. 

Entrance and exit alone puts 
them in. Besides that the work is 
clean cut and showmanly. Capital 
act for small time feature. Rush. 


SERLANY TROUPE (4) 
Posing, Acrobatics 

9 Mins.; Full (Special) 
Palace (St. V.) 

Opens under colored lights, the 
male quartet in various poses, and 
finally breaking this with a -slow- 
motion hand-to-hand lift well exe- 
cuted. After that the boys hop 
down off the rear platform, doff 
their white wigs and go to work. 

Understander works from a leg 
catch perch, suspending his com- 
panions by various contrivances, 
once holding all three by an arm. 

Various formations _underneath 
the top member make the act un- 
usual in appearance, and the quiet 
and expert manner of working 
makes it a vaude cinch. Sid, 


BAILEY and BARNUM 
Songs and Dances 

13 Mins.; One 

Coliseum (V-P) 

Man and woman combination and 
is not to be confused with Barnum 
and Bailey, the man-singing duo. 
Neither has much voice but their 
dancing is their standbye. 

For good measure the girl throws 
in an imitation of Harry Lauder ef- 
fective where the customers are not 
too exacting. Girl goes in for ab- 
breviated dress and looks well. 

The man is a hard worker and 
scored on his dancing; the girl also 
flashed good tapping. Mark. 


JOE AND JANE McKENNA 
Songs, Talk, Comedy 

14 Mins.; One 

5th Ave. (V-P) 

If nothing else the closing adagio 
travesty by this youthful couple is 
certain to hand out some laughs. It 
could be worked up to even greater 
proportions. 

Youth starts this duo off nicely, 
the girl being both attractive and 
cute and evincing an unmistakable 
willingness to clown. Gab exchange 
is not so good and could be bol- 
astered. Hard workers, the girl dis- 
playing heavy personality. Easily 
got over here. Mark. 


“ECHOES FROM METROPOLI- 
TAN” (12) 

Grand Opera 

20 Mins.; One, Two and Full 
(Special) 

Academy (V-P) 

Extraordinarily good idea. For 
first time in knowledge of this re- 
viewer somebody has hooked up 
grand opera idea in shape for popu- 
lar vaudeville. Trick consists of 
giving brief bits of the principal 
standard arias with backing of 
appropriate scenery and interpolat- 
ing impersonations of the musical 
old masters by the orchestra leader, 
after the manner of Willie Zimmer- 
mann of a decade ago. 

In this case a splendid singing 
personnel has been assembled. 
Twelve are about evenly divided, 
men and women, all having voices 
that pass muster, and give a general 
impression of musical dignity at 
least, even if the acting sometimes 
is inept. 

Procedure is thus: Placard an- 
nounces Mascagni's “Cavaleria 
Rusticana” and curtain goes up on 
drop in stained glass window effect 
to supply backgrgund of church. 
Leader in orchestra pit bobs up 
made up as Mascagni and leads 
orchestra in characteristic fashion 
(usually with touch of caricature 
for comedy), all leading into the 
aria with three principals and a 
small chorus backing. 

Verdi, Von Suppe, Gounod and 
Strauss all follow in order, with the 
prison scene from “Faust” as a 
climax. Each has a change of 
drop sufficient to suggest the set- 
ting, as, for example, a drop with 
a prison tower with tenor at cut 
window for “Il Trovatore.” 

At the Academy the whole offer- 
ing was received with every evi- 
dence of enthusiasm, the foreign 
clientele there being strong for 
serious music. Appeal not confined 
to such an audience. The imper- 
sonations from pit help vastly for 
vaudeville. Good feature anywhere. 
Rush. 


MILTON CHARLES 
Organist 
Chicago, Chicago 

After a brief stay at the Oriental, 
Milton Charles has moved to the 
more “select” Chicago. The Oriental, 
temple of jazz, has Henri Keates 
again. Chicago showdom has, and 
probably always will, consider the 
Chicago theatre as the favorite 
house of the elite picture patrons. 
True artistry is striven for at the 
Chicago more than at any other 
theatre in the city—short of the 
Opera. 

So, Mr. Charles, when he sits at 
the Chicago's organ console must be 
satisfied and so must the Chicago's 
patrons, for Charles is one of those 
rare individuals—a technically per- 
fect organist. Aside from his tech- 
nique he is possessed of an ability 
to inject desirable little “twists” 
where they are most needed in an 
organ recital. 

One ‘of the first organists to 
record his work on standard discs, 
Charles has achieved a national if 
not international reputation. While 
he could get along very nicely with- 
out it this reputation is an unde- 
niable help along lines of popu- 
larization. On his opening program 
at the Chicago were “An Old 
Guitar and an Old Refrain,” “Var- 
sity Drag” and Lizst’s “Second 
Hungarian Rhapsody” for the finale. 

Milton Charles is a showman and 
a musician in a superlative sense. 
With an eye to feeling out the dis- 
criminating Chicago clientele, he 
used slides—telling how nervous 
he was and how anxious to please. 
Charles might have been anxious 
to please, ‘he probably was, but he 
certainly was not nervous. Then, 
the slides went on to say, that 
“Some like pep while some think 
it’s passe,” and Charles varied his 
program to please any taste, 

Milton Charles is the ideal man 
for that console at the Chicago. He 
should stay there! Loop. 


MILLARD and MARLIN (2) 
Song-Dance-Comedy 

15 Mins.; One (Special) 
Broadway (V-P) 

The well-liked comedy team are 
back this season with a new drop. 
Deliver as usual, only in front of a 
college campus entrance. 

Opens with a chance meeting of 
the goofy student and the wash- 
woman’s daughter in a red check 
dress. Girl’s plaintive vocal de- 
livery registers within the first two 


minutes. Marlin has a chow mein 
number, used with the tune of 
“Charmaine.” Got laughs. 


Gags a little moldly but seemed 
new to this crowd, so may be okey. 
General line along same lines as 
previously, though now containing 
different material. Filled next to 


WINONA WINTER 
Character Songs 

16 Mins.; One 

Pantages, Los Angeles (V-P) 

Miss Winter who has not been 
active in the past few seasons, re- 
turns with a line of material writ- 
ten by Blanche Merrill and makes 
good. Impressions of some of 
Broadway's feminine notables give 
Miss Winter's talents full scope, 
while her individual selling points 
put the numbers over. The blonde 
stateliness of Miss Winter assures 
class appearance, even when she 
steps out in other characters. Her 
“Shop Girl” is a whimsical sketch 
with a light dash of humor while 
another one about the “easy going 
gal” rings with a touch of pathos. 
One concerning the ups and 
downs of a chorine strikes a true 
note. For an encore Miss Winter 
employs one of her old standbys— 
the ventriloquist gag with the dum- 
my. This she could eliminate to 
advantage. It fails to click with 
her general demeanor and is likely 
to offset some of the other things. 
Annette Evans accompanies at the 
piano, but more or less hidden. 
Sweet looker, however, and taste- 
fully dressed. 


“HAPPINESS GIRLS” (9) 

Revue 

28 Mins.; One-Two-Three 
Broadway (V-P) 

Opening is in a flapper school. 
Schoolmistress does a lifelike imi- 
tation of Texas Guinan, which was 
net, sad to relate, fully appreciated 
by the customers in this house. 
Rough, unpolished comedy re- 
sulted in strong returns. After 
yelling ‘“Squattez-vous” to her 
pupils, the school teacher asked one 
of the students to add six and six. 
The correct answer being received, 
she bawled “C’mon everybody, give 
this clever little girl a great big 
hand!” 

Genevieve Todd entered for a 
brief hoofing number, followed by 
eight of the girls playing ukes with 
vocal accompaniment, 

Lyrics weak and comedy lines 
raw, but business registered on all 
six. 

All-girl orchestra is an attractive 
feature. Start off brightly, but slow 
up to allow for soloists. Prolongs 
act unnecessarily, and none of the 
soloists strong enough to merit 
special spotting. 

Kathryn White does acrobatic 
dance and Rose Brill acts as an- 
nouncer via phoney mike. 

A couple of the weaker comedy 
attempts can easily be eliminated 
since the act is too long at present. 

Closing brought a rousing recep- 
tion. Should do even better out of 
town. Mori. 


OTTO and ORETTO and Co. (2) 
Novelty S. & D. Sketch 

15 Mins.; One and Full 

58th St. (V-P) 

Otto Bros, formerly did their 
dancing turn with a dressing room 
sketch background. Now they have 
elaborated the sketch, using two old 
timers, introduced as Hart and De- 
Vere, as characters, 

Boys start with their dance rou- 
tine, which is a whale of a specialty 
on its own. During unison step- 
ping, one breaks down and other 
walks off in disgust, refusing to 
come on when cued. Orchestra 
vamps several times and then drop 
rises to show boys in their dressing 
room for bickering in the Cameron 
and Flanagan style. 

One boy says, “All right [I quit 
the act, I'll team up with my old 
man.” Cue for entrance of Hart 
who takes boys part in wrangle. 
Gray-haired woman evening 
dress crashes here, business ex- 
plaining she is mother of other boy. 
In talk it develops she is an old 
time trouper, and at length Hart 
recognizes her as his old partner, 
forgotten during the intervening 
years, 

Surprise! Warm greetings! Why 
not put on a four-act. Which is 
cue to return to “one” where old 
timers do a cake walk after cos- 
tume change, and boys contrasting 
with modern stepping—black bot- 
tom tap and eccentric—for the fin- 
ish, At the 58th street a veritable 
riot. Will do well anywhere on 
strength of the stepping which is 
really exceptional, Rush. 


LEWIS and WINTHROP (2) 
Song and Dance 

8 Mins.; One 

Broadway (V-P) 

Neat appearance and reliable de- 
livery. Have a new number called 
the Charleston-Black Bottom waltz, 
executed with taps. 

Eccentric buck-and-wing efforts 
put the act over after a light start. 
Charleston - Black Bottom buck 
dance, as encore, weakens finish. 


CORTINI 
Magician 

10 Mins.; Full Stage 

Palace (St. V.) 

Cortini works ih tails and relies 
upon an avalanche of coins as a 
finish to send him across, going into 
the audience for this bit. Dropping 
coin after coin into silver buckets 
until they finally overflow and rain 
down from the flies is an effective 
conclusion worth the trouble it 
must take to set it up and clean it 
up. 

Previously it is pretty much a 
matter of standard routine, Cortini 
not always being too smooth or 
perhaps nervous Monday night. 
Speed, no guns and the coin 
finale are assets which figure to see 
the act once around to fair enough 
applause without threats of holding 
up any show. Sid, 


CARNEY and PIERCE 
Pop Songs 

12 Mins.; One 
American (V-P) 

Two men, in tuxes, one at piano, 
for routine of published numbers. 
They slam their stuff over on dic- 
tion, volume and some good team 
work. They are finger-snapping, 
mammy-singers and constitute a 
peppy and serviceable deucer. 
Material indifferent. 


RIVERSIDE 
(Continued from page 87) 


valuable co-operation from Dorothy 
Van Alst and Miss Bernadette, en- 
tertained auspiciously. They are 
giving free lessons, according to an 
announcement in the lobby. Be- 
tween five and six nightly and for 
any and all who apply. They are 
featuring a not very sharply differ- 
entiated dance called the “gigolo,” 
a good long stone’s throw away 
from being sensational. 

After the recess period Sam Sum- 
mers and Estelle Hunt resumed the 
highjinks. Theirs is a quaint turn, 
outwardly of little weight yet piling 
up a sizeable quota of laughs. 

The hit of the bill was Coram, 
dapper ventriloquist. Besides hav- 
ing brought the mechanicism of 
voice-throwing to eminence, this 
graduate of the London halis pos- 
sesses a well-indexed file of gags 
plus a line of humor not dependent 
upon puns but upon ideas. The 
audience enjoyed especially his rag- 
ging of himself. 

Lily Morris, next to closing, kept 
her stage waits pretty well down. 
The change interludes timed 30, 50, 
30 and 40 seconds. These gaps in 
the continuity of her audience con- 
trol undoubtedly hurt this English 
entertainer for the States. Also con- 
sidering the insular nature of her 
songs her ability to bang across a 
= score is a tribute to her troup- 
ng. y 

Kay and Lorene Sterling, roller 
skaters with a camouflaged get- 
away, closed and held fairly well. 


ACADEMY 


(Vaude- Picts) 


Magnificent house, the Academy, 
with all that means in attracting 
people from the tenement district 
around 14th street. And for the six 


bits gate a remarkable show. This 
week, first half, the headliner is 
Francis X. Bushman (in person) 
with a sketch. “Code of the Sea,” 
perfect for the clientele, both as a 
draw on billing and as an enter- 
tainment on the stage. 

Holiday matinee Monday, audi- 


ence late in gathering, but capacity 
by mid afternoon and _ standees 
waiting for the late show. LEight- 
act bill to back up the feature, 
which, with the picture, “The 
Opening Night” (Columbia),  to- 
talled three hours and a half of 
excellent (and expensive) enter- 
tainment. All told in the specially 
section there were more than two 
score people concerned. 

#razers opened, neat for the spot, 
with an operatic troupe probably 
trying out set No. 2, Called “Echoes 
of the Metropolitan” (New Acts). 
Poor placing for the bill and for the 
turn, but probably only spot avail- 
able. Jim and Betty Morgan gave 
an enjoyable interlude of music and 
comedy lyrics in their quiet, ef- 
fective style. i 

Bushman sketch in early and not 
a particularly fortunate placing 
since it was third turn of running 
sans comedy. Bushman makes a 
fine, commanding figure on the 
stage and here has a distinctly su- 
perior playlet. Subdued melodrama 
with a high powered kick at the fin- 
ish and trickily framed for ap- 
plause. Fine condensed bit of writ- 
ing, with spiendid exposition of 
dramatic story in 15 minutes. Ideal 
for the Bushman fans. In the big 
Academy the woman's lines were 
mostly inaudible. They insisted on 
a speech and the movie idol of 
yesterday spilled neat comedy talk 
for five minutes. 

Sammy Fain and Joe Dunn, song- 
sters, in simple routine of num- 
bers including Sammy’s “Rainy 
Day,” were meat for the customers 
who always acclaim songsmiths 
warbling their own compositions. 


ay Mort, Mori. |The spot would have been greatly 


bettered by some sort of comedy 
interlude, since there had not been 
a laugh so far, Indeed the whole 
bill suffered from absence of strong 
low comedy. 

The Royal Pekin Japanese troupe 
of jugglers and acrobats had noth- 
ing by way of merriment to pur- 
vey, although they have some mar. 
velous oriental feats in several de- 
partments and a fine flash of a 
background. 

Sam Wooding and orchestra were 
due here, but were switched over to 
closing and Burns and  Kissen 
were brought up to take the place. 
Here was a riot. Keeping in mind 
that there had not been a ripple 
of laughter up to date, the entrance 
of the pair in their Greek dude bur- 
lesque was the cue cue for a roar, 
a roar that continued throughout 
except for the sentimental ballad by 
Burns, which is slipped in early to 
make a change of pace. The paro- 
dies—one on “Melody Lingers” for 
exam ple—panicked ‘em. 

Then two news reels, Fox's regue 
lar service without the sound ef- 
fects and then a complete news reel 
with Movietone. The sight and 
sound selection for this release is 
not especially happy. Most of the 
sound has to be supplicd by the 
imagination. Shots at the falling 
walls in the Fall River fire were at 
such a distance that the roar was 
pretty dim. Sound effects of cut- 
ting ice in Massachusetts also is 
pretty tame. 

Then the delayed Wooding ag- 
gregation, but making up for the 
delay by their torrid jazz, hot step- 
ping by the musicians and the 
crooning blues technique by Edith 
Wilson. Those sax and _ cornet 
wielders of Woodings know their 
intimate jazz, getting some extreme 
effects in harmonious discords that 
are startling. And how that banjo- 
ist can extemporize on Charleston 
twists and black bottom evolutions. 

Picture not quite up to the spe- 
cialty show, but satisfactory release 
for the clientele. Altogether inter- 
esting performance, except for the 
shortage of comedy material, which 
dulled the running somewhat. 

Rush. 


BROADWAY 


(Vaude-Pcts) 

Three new acts on a six-act bill 
and the screen flicker a dud. Busi- 
ness fair on account of the holiday 
crowds but not capacity for the 
afternoon performance. 

Happiness Girls, (New Acts), 
pleaser. At a level toned to the 
understanding of the patrons of this 
and similar houses. Out of town 
they should be a riot. 

Millard and Marlin, (New Acts), 
highly polished comedy team next 
to closing, with a more subtie and 
entertaining brand of comedy, but 
did not rate as highly with the mob 
as the all-girl act. 

In the opening spot Bob and 
Lucy Gillette delivered juggling 
while Bob attempted what was evi- 
dently intended as comedy in wait- 
er’s makeup. 

Followed by Lewis and Winthrop 
(New Acts), hoofers, who finished 
to good returns. 

Al Abbott, fourth, scored strong- 
ly with imitations revolving round 
a small town amateur show. Rou- 
tine included yodelling, mouth or- 
gan and trick accordion with com- 
edy lyrics accompanying. 

Bradford and Hamilton, song and 
dance trio, closed. 

“Brass Knuckles,” (W. B.), screen 
feature. Mort. 


AMERICAN ROOF 
(Vaude-Pct) 

Barring a few spots the American 
Roof show Monday ran to small 
time low comedy. The audience 
seemed all primed to laugh at any 
old thing. Gags that bordered on 
the blue got more than anything 
else. Not much genuine talent. 

Alvin and Kenny opened, comic 
half getting his best laughs through 
the close calls he has when step- 
ping in and out of the way of the 
straight worker on the Roman rings. 
Much stalling. - 

The Garner Sisters, with some 
topical songs and about five ges- 
tures, did fairly well, although there 
is not much variation to the rou- 
tine. This due perhaps to the use 
of well played pop catalog num- 
bers. 

Darrell and Robinson (New Acts), 
got away with their spot, due to the 
hoke of the woman and the rough 
way she kidded herself about her 
slimness. Then came real 
bright spot of the first half, the 
Paul Specht band. 

That Specht crowd gave the show 
a great boost in addition to its mu- 
sic interpolating comedy that was 
relished. They closed the first part 
and closed it well with no disposi- 
tion to overstay. 

After intermission Howard and 
srown, colored, scored with danc- 
ing. They make a stab at singing, 
but their stock is hoofing, and get 
them by abundantly. 

Cooke and Langdon were pleas- 
ing, a dash of comedy and a bit of 
song. Scott Bros. and Vernon 
(New Acts), grabbed off the com- 
edy honors and were a big help 
to the late bill. Closing was the 
Gautier animal act, with a pony do- 
ing the main work. On the screen 


“The Divine Woman” (M-G-M). 
Mark. 
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VARIETY 39 


BURLESQUE 


SEAMON MAY RETIRE 
MAKING DEAL WITH MINSKYS 


Firm’s 125th Street Burlesque Theatre in Negotiation 
—Would Tie Up Harlem for Stock Burlesque 
Men—Mutual Wheel Shows Liable for One House 


Hurtig & Seamon, among the old- 
est managerial names of current 
show business, may fade out of the 
picture if negotiations looking to- 
ward Hurtig & Seamon’s 125th 
Street theatre, passing from their 
direction, reach a successful conclu- 


gion. 

Interested as principals on the 
other side are the Minsky Brothers, 
with I. H. Herk, president of the 
Mutual wheel, acting for Jules Hur- 
tig, who is ill. The Minskys have the 
Apollo on 125th street, playing the 
customary Minsky stock burlesque 
policy. Hurtig & Seamon’s play 
Mutual shows, having become at- 
tached to the Herk chain when 
Jeaving the Columbia wheel a couple 
of years ago. 

With both 125th street houses 
operated by the Minskys, thus shut- 
ting off the hard and tight opposi- 
tion for several seasons, one of the 
theatres is liable to céntinue with 
the Mutual wheel attractions. In 
the other stock burlesque will re- 
main. 

Minskys Expanding 

Minskys have taken over the 
Grand Street, lower East Side, New 
York, and will play stock burlesque 
eommencing next week (Feb. 20). 
They will shift their National Win- 
ter Garden stock intact to the Grand 
Street, and organize a new company 
for the Winter Garden. 

The Grand Street gives Minskys 
three stock burlesques in New York. 

Minskys may take in other terri- 
tory in Greater New York for a sim- 
flar policy. It is reported they are 
negotiating for two houses in 
Brooklyn, and one on Staten Island. 


Hurtig and Seamon 
Hurtig & Seamon have been show 
and theatre operators for many 
years. They operated theatres in 
and outside of New York, and at 


‘one time had five burlesque shows 


on the Columbia wheel. 
Members of the firm were Jules 


‘Hurtig and Harry Seamon, also the 


late Joe and Louis Hurtig. Messrs. 
Hurtig and Seamon have been very 
popular among their companions in 
the show business. Harry Seamon, 
for a long period very active in the 
direction of the firm, of recent sea- 
gons had to slacken up on account 
of his health. Jules Hurtig since 
has been the prime mover. 

Hurtig & Seamon are identified 
with 125th street and did much to 
build up the west side of Harlem's 
principal thoroughfare. The open- 
ing of the present H. & S. music 
hall was one of 125th street’s big- 
gest events and before Harlem went 
dark. 


Street Ballyhoo Ban 
Backed by L. A. Judge 


Los Angeles, Feb. 14. 

Ballyhooing for main street shows 
Was definitely declared out in a de- 
cision handed down by Superior 
Judge Yankwich. The court de- 
clared constitutional a city ordi- 
mance prohibiting word-of-mouth 
advertising on the streets. 

The ruling was made in the case 
of Jack Smith, recently convicted of 
violating that ordinance. As a re- 
sult of Judge Yankwich’'s decision, 
main street ballyhooers may take 
an appeal to the Supreme Court 
when they find themselves barred 
from sidewalk oratory. 


BILLY WATSON’S ACT 
“Sliding” Billy Watson has turned 
Gown a stock burlesque offer, to do 
@n act in vaudeville. 
Watson, until the recent merger 
ef Columbia and Mutual, had his 
own show on the latter circuit. 


Burlesque Engagements 


The following burlesque engage- 
Ments are placed through the Ike 
Weber offices: 

Bud Breuer, comic; Marie Breen, 
Boubret; Mack Smiles, juvenile, 
With Billy Exton’s burlesque stock, 
Broadway Strand, Detroit; Flo 
Dearth, prima donna, Henry Dixon's 

ig Revue”; Estelle Arab Nack, 
Soubret, Jaffee stock, Pittsburgh; 
Les Golden, Palace stock, Balt!- 
more; Bobby Wilson, “Bare Facts.” 


Carrie Finnell Show 


Second Comedian.... ........Billy Gordon 
Straight Smiin 
Utility Lester 
Juvenile .. Anon 
Prima Donna. ‘Carrie Finnell 
SOuDret Bee Moore 
Soubret Henderson 


All the way from very good bur- 
lesque material to turkey grade en- 
tertainment. In the suitable mate- 
rial fall the first-rate comedy of 
Benny Moore, playing ‘‘wop” or wise 
cracking smartly without dialect; 
the stepping of Bee Moore and Car- 
rie Finnell’s own small allotment of 
labor, a flash song and shimmy in- 
terlude of six or seven minutes at 
the finish. 


The rest is pretty terrible, with 
especial reference to the production 
and the most lifeless group of 16 
chorus girls that have swung around 
these corners in many a day. There 
isn’t a voice in the troupe, and with 
the exception of Miss Moore and 
Miss Finnell you’d suspect that all 
the women in the outfit were break- 
ing in, not only for the show but 
for their stage experience. That 
group of chorines could keep a sin- 
gle simple routine even—indeed, 
they didn’t even shuffle through 
their maneuvers in time. 


Pearl Henderson and Peggy 
Woods made a fair stab at number 
leading, both vehement blondes and 
tall, rangy girls in figure. One of 
them dressed smartly, the other un- 
tidily, but from the program it was 
impossible to tell which was which. 

A tall, slender girl has to have 
something exceptional in burlesque 
to make up for lack of curves. The 
boyish lines may be great for the 
Junior League, but the wheel likes 
its femininity fairly voluptuous. 
Miss Moore fills out her scanties and 
her whatzises and got interest ac- 
cordingly, while the two blonde 
girls didn’t have any talent for syn- 
thetic sex appeal. 

On the other hand Carrie herself 
is the other extreme, a woman of 
proportions much too. opulent to 
make for art. She assayed the un- 
dress shimmy for one brief reveal- 
ing moment, working alone on the 
stage with the aid of a male pianist. 
In all good will the suggestion is 
offered that Miss Finnell abandon 
the shimmy and devote herself to 
fully clothed and genial comedy. 
Either that or train down. No 
woman of her lines can coquet, even 
in United Burlesque. 


Benny Moore carries the show. A 
hard-working comedian with excel- 
lent style and a good deal of capital 
material in the form of quick sallies, 
funny always and only moderately 
blue. He went into one of the boxes 
for a fine bit of sustained comedy, 
working with Gordon (doing Hebe) 
in one of the opposite boxes, and the 
stage occupied by a fake mind- 
reading turn. The two comics kept 
up a swift crossfire of wise cracking 
that was rich in genuine laughs, 
Moore dropping his dialect and do- 
ing wise guy for the moment. 


He worked in all the bits, was 
concerned in a dozen two-man talk- 
ing items in one, and generally 
helped enormously to keep’ the 
crowd’s minds off the uninspiring 
spectacle of clumsy girls in the en- 
sembles. Gordon backed him nice- 
ly, giving the only assistance in the 
personnel, for the two or three men 
doing straight merely ambled 
through the evening. None of 
them had a voice or appeared to 
have heard of the technic of straight 
feeding. No suggestion of a spe- 
elalty either. 

Even Moore doesn't shine tn the 
vocal department, and by way of a 
specialty interlude does an elaborate 
impression of George Beban, doing 
the scene from “Sign of the Rose,” 
with special set of flower shop. To 
be fair, the audience seemed to Hke 
this. They were disposed to josh at 
first, but Moore handled the heavy 
dramatics neatly and they ended 
with whole-hearted applause. Isa- 
helle Van and her girls did well and 
never were so sorely needed to give 
the femme flash to a unit weak in 
that particular. Business at the 
Columbia eapacity Thursday even- 
ing (Feb. 9). Rush. 


Harry Shapiro, Shows Manager 

Harry Shapiro has taken over 
management of Ed Ryan’s “Nothing 
Put Girls.” 

Ryan has two shows on the wheel 
and will alternate as supervising 
manager between both. 


Paterson’s Runway 
Billy Watson got an okay for a 
runway at his Orpheum, Paterson, 
N. J. It was ordered to start this 


week. 


Theatre Sells Near Beer 


At the Apollo, Harlem bur- 
lesque stock house operated by 
the Minskys, they are selling 
glasses of near bear in the 
aisles, with a bar also fitted up 
at the rear of the house. No 
free lunch, however. 


Rex Evans Arrested 


Springfield, Mass., Feb. 14. 

Gordon Johnston, 37, also known 
as Rex H. Evans, who said he was 
a vaudeville actor, living at 221 Am- 
sterdam avenue, New York, was ar- 
rested, suspected of being the check 
worker who has mulcted many 
Springfield merchants. Johnston ad- 
mitted larceny, the police say, and 
his case was continued for disposi- 
tion. 


Johnston declared, police say, that 
the check racket was the windup 
of a seven weeks’ debauch that be- 
gan in Albany at the close of his 
engagement with a burlesque com- 
pany. He was one time a dancing 
partner of Pat Rooney and Marion 
Bent. 


During his stay in Springfield, 
the police say, he had passed at 
least four bad ones. The first was 
at the Cooley Hotel, where he in- 
duced a clerk to accept a check for 
$40. 


ROUTES 


Weeks of Feb. 13 and 20 

Bare Facts—Lyceum, Canton; 20, 
Gayety, Louisville. 

Band Box Revue—Gayety, Balti- 
more; 20, Gayety, Washington. 

Banner Burlesquers — Empire, 
Brooklyn; 20, Columbia, N. Y. C. 

Bathing Beauties — Trocadero, 
Philadelphia; 20, Gayety, Baltimore. 

Be Happy—Plaza, Worcester; 20, 
State, Springfield. 

Big Revue—Gayety, Washington; 
20, Academy, Pittsburgh. 

Bowery Burlesquers — Gayety, 
20, Mutual, Indianap- 
olis. 

Bright Eyes—Lyric, Dayton; 20, 
Empress, Cincinnati. 

Carrie Finnell—Lyric, Newark; 
20, Star, Brooklyn. 

Dimpled Darlings — Gayety, 
Brooklyn; #0, Trocadero, Philadel- 
phia. 

Follies of Pleasure—Columbia, 
Cleveland; 20, Lyceum, Canton. 

French Models—Academy, Pitts- 
burgh; 20, Lyric, Dayton. 

Frivolities of 1928—Gayety, Mon- 
treal; 20, Gayety, Boston. 

Ginger Girls — Empire, Provi- 
dence; 20, Plaza, Worcester. ' 

Girls From Happyland—Mutual, 
Indianapolis; 20, Garrick, St. Louis. 

Girls From the Follies-——Gayety, 
Omaha; 20, Garrick, Des Moines. 

Girls of the U. 8S. A.—Gayety, 
Minneapolis; 20, Gayety, Milwaukee. 

Happy Hours—Casino, Boston; 20, 
Orpheum, Paterson. 

Springfield; 


Hello Paree—State, 
20, Howard, Boston. 

High Flyers—Orpheum, Grand 
Rapids; 20, Cadillac, Detroit. 

High Life—18-15, L. O.; 16-19, 
Colonial, Utica; 20, Gayety, Mon- 
treal. 

Hollywood Scandals — Garrick, 
= Moines; 20, Gayety, Minneap- 
olis. 

Jazztime Revue—Orpheum, Pat- 


erson; 20, Gayety, Scranton. 
Laffin’ Thru—Empress, Cincin- 
nati; 20, Grand, Akron. 


Land of Joy—Grand, Akron; 20, 
Gayety, Buffalo. 

Lid Lifters—Hudson, Union City; 
20, Lyric, Newark. 

Merry Whirl—Star, Brooklyn; 20, 
Hudson, Union City. 

Moonlight Maids—Cadillac, De- 
troit; 20, Empire, Toledo. 

Naughty Nifties—Empire, Tole- 
do; 20, Columbia, Cleveland. 

Nite Hawks—Gayety, . Toronto; 
20, Gayety, Rochester. 


Nite Life m Paris — Gayety, 
Scranton; 20, Gayety, Wilkes- 
Barre. 


Nothing But Girls—H. & 8S. 125th 
St., New York; 20, Emptre, Brook- 
lyn 


Parisian Flappers—Empress, Chi- 
cago; 20, Orpheum, Grand Rapids. 

Pretty Babies—Columbia, N. Y. 
C.; 20, Empire, Providence. 

Puss, Puss—I. O.; 20, Empress, 
Chicago. 

Record Breakers — Garrick, St. 
Louis; 20, Gayety, Kansas City. 

Red Hots—Gayety, Rochester; 
20-21, Geneva; 22-23, Oswego; 24- 
27, Schenectady. 

Saratoga Boston; 
36, H. & 196th C. 

Social Maids—13-14, Geneva; 15- 
16, Oswego; 17-19, Schenectady: 20- 
22, L. O.; 23-27, Colonial, Utica. 

Speed Girls—Casino, Brooklyn; 
20, Casino, Boston. 

Snyder, Bozo—Howard, Boston; 
20, Gayety, Brooklyn. 

Step Livety Girls—Gayety, Buf- 
falo; 20, Gayety, Toronto. 

Stolen Sweets — Gayety, Kansas 
City; 20, Gayety, Omaha. 

Sugar Babies—Gayety, Milwau- 
kee; 20, Haymarket, Chicago. 

Tempter—Gayety, Wikkes-Barre; 


20, Casino, Brooklyn. 


Stock Stampede on 
In Fertile Detroit 


Detroit, Feb. 14. 

Stock burlesque, in Detroit, has 
four companies running and a fifth 
slated to bow in next week. 

The Palace, largest and getting 
the big slice, was converted to bur- 
lesque a week ago by Irons & 
Clamage, who also run the Avenue 
here. The Chicago operators’ lease 
on the Avenue expires shortly and 
their leasing of the Palace is said 
to be a motion at preventing a 
freeze-out in fertite Detroit. 

The Broadway Strand jumped 
from vaudefilms to burlesque Sat- 
urday, direction of Billy Exton. 
Avenue and National are the vet- 
erans, 

The Roosevelt, playing vaude, 
goes burlesque in a week. 

Besides the stocks, there is Izzy 
Seidenberg’s Cadillac, wheel house, 
with business only fair. Stock 
seems to be doing the most consist- 
ent drawing in town. 


Sheikee Shakes Show 
To Shimmy in Stock 


Detroit, Feb. 14. 

Sheikee, burlesque shaker, shook 
the “Band Box Revue” and joined 
Vic Travers’ stock at the National 
this week. 

Sheikee was an awful disappoint- 
ment to the local boys last week 
when she didn’t show up after being 
circus-billed and ballyhooed to ex- 
tremes. Her contract with the road 
outfit held her an extra week and 
caused non-appearance. 

National management was forced 
to express regrets from the stage, 
and an announcer said Sheikee 
would shake plenty to snake up for 
the lost week. 


NO CHI. BURLESQUE CO. 


The proposed Chicago company of 
“Burlesque” has been called off by 
Arthur Hopkins. He has decided 
that but one company, original, will 
suffice for an out-of-town tour upon 
completion of its run in New York. 

A California company of “Bur- 
lesque” is being organized in Los 
Angeles, produced by Lillian Al- 
bertson through arrangement with 
Hopkins. 


“PUSS-PUSS” TITLE 


“Puss-Puss” will be the title of 
the new show Irons and Clammage 
will produce for the Mutual Wheel. 
It went into rehearsal last week 
and will take its place on the bur- 
lesque wheel next week. 

Cast includes Charles (Boob) 
Blake, Al Ferris, Harry Kelly, 
Jimmy Walters, Viola Spaeth, Mabel 
White, Bessie Rosa and Doris 
Sisters. 


LORETTA BEYES’ ILLNESS 


Loretta Beyes featured with “The 
Merry Whirl,” was compelled to 
withdraw from the show last week 
after suffering a nervous eollapse 
in Boston. 

Miss ‘Beyes is convalescing at her 
suite at the Hotel Claridge, New 
York, with an understudy tempo- 
rarily supplanting with the show. 


BRIDGEPORT WEEK 

Another booking deal was closed 
by I. H. Herk yesterday (Tuesday) 
whereby the Park, Bridgeport, 
Conn., becomes a full week on the 
Mutual Circuit. 

The first show in there starts 
Feb. 27, produced by John J. Jermon. 


DAN DODY’S QUESTION 


Dan Dody, who has been devoting 
some of his time to staging runway 
numbers in burlesque houses, has 
gone in for insurance. 

Which one will become a side line 
is Dody’s question. 


STOCK IN TORONTO 


Stock burlesque will go in as 
policy at the Globe, Toronto, Feb. 
27. 

The stock is being cast out of 
New York. 


Koud at Columbia 

Sam Koud is now staging the 
runway numbers at the Columbia, 
New York. 

Fred Clark recently was assigned 
this work, was shifted to the Pal- 
ace (stock), Baltimore, operated by 
the Scribner & Herk Holding Corp. 


Robert Harrington, assistant 
manager, Broadway, New York, has 
left that house and assumed the 
double management of the State 
and Rivoli theatres, New Bruns- 
wick, N. J. They are booked by 
the K-A offices. 


(Continued from page 1) 
Main Lane and the netgnborhoods 
in the metropolitan area. 

With the 65 odd plays of the $3 or 
more grade on view continuously and 
with Leblang having an average of 


30 at least of them at all times in 
his cut rate establishment, the cut 


rater is reported not having equalled 


his gross balcony sales of last sea- 
son. It is again found from the 
accounts in the other devices the- 
atres have for catching the strays 
in the upstairs sections, principally 
along the special inducement sales 
talks. 

What inroads if any the pictures 
have made in the orchestra seats of 
the legit houses are not ventured 
by the showmen. They say there is 
no data upon that. 

Pictures Universal 

On the “road,” the showmen say, 
the blight of the picture upon the 
legit attraction, local and current, 
is plainly seen. Most of them blame 


‘}only the picture for the present 


road condition, pointing to contrast- 
ing times and grosses, also the 
larger number of plays traveling 
before the moving picture became 
the universal amusement for Amer- 
icans. 

Nor will any of the Broadwayites 
hazard an opinion as to the future 
dent the film places may make upon 
the legit in New York, or if the 
regalness of the picture houses and 
their stage entertainment, taking in 
the feature film, will eventually 
make itself marked all over a legit 
theatre charging from three to five 
times the picture admission scale, 


BRIDGE AS OPENER 


(Continued from page 1) 


services of E. J. Tobin, president of 
the Chicago Bridge Whist Associa- 
tion, who opens Great States stage 
shows at its various theatres with @ 
lecture on bridge. He instructs the 
beginners, using oversized cards on 
the stage to demonstrate the play 
and bidding. 

In the mezzanine foyers are 80 
bridge tables, and milady, after the 
show, gathers her coteries about her 
and makes for the bridge table. An 
hour or so at bridge, and then home, 

Bridge matinees at Great States 
theatres are becoming increasingly 
popular. Women, who under ordi- 
nary circumstances attend the thea- 
tre infrequently, find the bridge con- 
claves an inducement. 

Another angle to the community 
idea is the “Happy Hour Clubs” for 
children. Short subjects of interest 
to youngsters supplement the regue- 
lar film menu, and the Saturday 
afternoon stage shows feature ma- 
gicians, Punch and Judy skits, pup- 
pets, and an occasional] teller of 
tales. An elderly woman, dressed 
as “Mother Goose,” takes care of the 
youngsters. Policemen, specially 
detailed from the city police depart- 
ment, insure their safe passage to 
and from the theatre. 

Great States is a Publix subsidt- 
ery, and operates a string of houses 
throughout Illinois. 


BOOZE ON AIR 


(Continued from page 1) 


Worts,” but this was canned. 
None but professional] talent will be 
accepted and no rentals made for 
other commercial broadcasts. 

The government will also open a 
station this summer, but will con- 
fine itself largely to dope on 
weather and market conditions for 
farmer listeners. 

A program similar to that put on 
by “Collier's” may be arranged by 
the Toronto “Star Weekly” through 
CFCA. “The Star” owns this sta- 
tion, which was the first to operate 
in Canada. 


NOTES 
Phil Meyer, former New York 
manager of Associated Exhibitora, 
is now general manager of the Com- 
monwealth Film Exchange, New 
York. 


Lynn Farnal is handling publicity 
for the Samuel Goldwyn pictures. 


Jack Bellman, general sales mane 
ager for New York offices of Holly 
wood Pictures. 


Loring Smith and Natalie Swayer 
have returned to New York from 
Australia. 


Two Black Dots and Geogie Taps 
and Marie Lubow are two acts 


slated for B. & K. runs in Chicago. 
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Wednesday, February 15, 1928 


PRESENT ATIONS—BILLS 
THIS WEEK (February 13) 
NEXT WEEK (February 20) 


Shows carrying numerals such as (12) or (13) indicate opening this 


week on Sunday or Monday, as date may be. 


with split weeks also indicated by dates. 


An asterisk (*) before name signifies act is new to city, doing a new 
turn, reappearing after absence or appearing for first time. 
presentation as adjunct. 


GERMANY 


Month of 
BERLIN 
Scala 

Rivel 3 

Mac Ture 
Beate Bradna 
Luvaun 


3 Andreux 
Winston's Seal 
Reinhardt & S 
Karinska & Rilber 
Kurien Truppe 
Thea Alba 
A Rasch Girls 
Voss Concern 
Maria Ney 
Zachini ‘ftruppe 
Jenny Eotvos 
Tom Jersey 


Laczewska 


For next week (19) or (20) 


February 


Prof Abel 
Iwanowa Sis 
Fritz Berger 
Tasir Tana 

Paul Morgan 
Ivette & Roberts 
Laczi & Anny 
Dolskaja 
Flemming & Ptnr 
Rogerty & Kash 


Wintergarten 
Dolinoffs 
Raglus 
Niagaras 
Reinsch Bros 
15 Romanos 
Wyn & Evy 
Rud Malzer 
Harry Allister 
3 Medines 
Fred Philips Cir 


PARIS 
Week of February 15 


Apollo 


Bianco Bachicha 
Halati 

White & White 
Brunner 2 
Lyeve? 

Esther Lekain 
Witaly & Oriwe 
Robbins 5 
Daishio 

Orana 

Powels 4 
Nemo 

Napoli Tr 


Empire 


Power's Elephants 

Amarantina 

Rolf Holbein 

Breier 7 

Dack Shing 

Fredizzi 

Fournier 

Bel Air 

Morgany 

Lily May 

Fred Sylvester 

8 Landry & Julis 

Titze Tarazofft 

Lydina 

Boxing Dogs 
Medrano 


Tr 


Roger Conche 


Amaury 2 

Mme Glasner 
Cairoli-Porto 
Marie Maine-Willis 
Mile Yolande 
Gilbert Tr 


Rainats 

Rigoulot & M R’che 
Lyons 4 

Dario & Ptnr 

Ida Tr 

Reinsch 3 

Tony Jos 3 


Olympia 
Vorelli 
Prior 
Cristi 
Max Roge 
Dullac 
France Lynn 
Adrius 
Carmita Garcia 
Makers 3 
Maassen 
De Roze 
Huling’s Seal 
Bel-Argay 
Maria Boldivara 
Stykoff-Platonoff 
Dony & Joe Rose 
Elliets 


LONDON 


Week of 
FINSBURY PARK 
Empire 


Rose O'Grady Rev 


HACKNEY 
Empire 
Joseph Greenwald 

Bert Erroll 
Buny Doyle 
3 Elysees 
Rolf Hansen 
Leslie Barker 
Howard Rogers 
LONDON 
Alhambra 
Geliner Tr 
Farrar & Mayerl 
Lancashire Lads 
Coliseum 
4 Fellers 
Sammy Shields 
Rich & Galvin 
Boy's Lyricals 


Feb. 13 


Winnie Lightner 
Barbette 


Victoria Palace 
Kennedy & Choppin 
Eleanor Hendall 
Eddie Bowers 
Victoria Girls 
Layton & Johnst’ne 
Jane Dillon 
Claff & Wager 
Joe Boganny 


NEW ,CROSS 
Empire 
Pontoon Rev 


STRATFORD 
Empire 
L & S Childs 
Al Maurice 
Fred: Barnes 
Russell & Dawn 
Paul Sandor 
Joe Termini 


4 Urbanis 


PROVINCIAL 


ENGLAND 
ABERDEEN DUNDEE 
H. M. Kings 
Hit the Deck Rev | Call of Legion Rev 
ARDWICK GREEN GLASGOW 
Empire Alhambra 
Miss 1928 The Terror 
Empire 
BIRMINGHAM White Birds Rev 
Empire 
Tambo & Tambo HANLEY 
Eldridge & Ptnr Grand 
Albert Grand The Joker 
Flying Potters 
A C Astor HULL 
Handers & Millis Palace 
Bogus Prince Rev 
LEEDS 
Jack Hylton Empire 
BLACKPOOL Gibbs & Doodles 
Grand Conrad's Pigeons 
British Nat'l Opera tine Gray 
BRADFORD Max Wall 
Ann’tte Kellerman 
Randall & Leigh 
ma ctor 
Stolle & Steward Royal 
Moran Sis & M Aladdin 
Walter Newman LEICESTER 
Melodians rats 
6 Orinots 
William & Taylor GH Elliot 


Splendid & Ptnr 
BRISTOL 
Hippodrome 
Formby Seeing Life 
CARDIFF 
Empire 
@irl Friend Rev 
CHATHAM 
Empire 
Great Carmo 
CHISWICK 
Empire 
@he Terror 


Fred Sylvester Co 
Wish Wynne 
Christo & Strand 
Skating Nelsons 
Flying Flacoris 
Cornalla & Eddie 
LEWISHAM 
Ilippodrome 
The Acquittal 
LIVERPOOL 
Empire 
Desert Song Rev 
MANCHESTER 
Hippodrome 


Chaffer’s Midgets 


Juggling Demons 
Dunion & Gegna 
3 Eddies 
Cecil Cunningham 
Palace 
Sleeping Beauty 
NEWCASTLE 
Empire 
Constant Nymph 
NEWPORT 
Empire 
Beating Time Rev 
NOTTINGHAM 
Empire 
Keep Dancing Rev 
Royal 
Up with Lark Rev 
PORTSMOUTH 
Royal 
Thark Rev 
SALFORD 
Palace 
2 Bobs 


Morney Casg 


Carthy Bros 


SHEFFIELD 
Empire 
Lido Lady Rev 


SH’PH’RDS BUSH 
Empire 

Eilson Hallett 

Eddie Bayes 

Clay Keyes 

Flo Smithson 

Zetta Mor 

De Mario 

SOUTHSEA 

Kings 

Lady Mary 

SWANSEA 

Empire 

One Dam Thing Rv 

WOOD GREEN 

Empire 

Selma 4 

Jack Lane 

Evans & Wolf 

Troy Sis 

Arthur Prince 

Monroe Bros 

Tribollo & Smiles 


LOEW’ 


1560 Broadway 


A Standard Act for Years 
The Eminent Comedian 


WILFRED CLARKE 


and COMPANY 


Appearing in His Musical Farce 


“NOW WHAT” 


Lyrics by Harry Clarke 
Music by Percy Wenrich 
Oriental 
Premier 
Time Personally Booked by 


ALF. T. WILTON 


THIS 
WEEK 


Bryant 2027-8 


Picture Theatres 


NEW YORK CITY 
Capitol (11) 


Walt Roesner 
The Capitolians 
3 Le Grohs 
Eddie Hill 
Myrtle Gordon 
Eva Thornton 
Roy Shelton 
Foster Girls 
“Rose- Marie” 
(18) 
Walt Roesner 
The Capitolians 
David Rubinoff 
Burns & Kissen 
3 Dennis Sis 
Ormonde'’s Gems 
“Crowd” 


Paramount (11) 
Jesse Crawford 
Gene Rodemich 
Ilomay Bailey 
Glenn & Jenkins 
Manhattan Stepp’rs 
“Sporting Goods” 


Rialto (11) 


Miriam Fox 

Paul Renfeld 
Alice Booth 

“Last Command” 


Rivoli (11) 
Renee Wilde 
Olive Hutchinson 
Edward Molitore 
“Sadie Thompson” 


Roxy (11) 
Forbes Randolph's 
Geo A Billings 
Maria Gambarelli 
Nicholas Daks 
George Kiddon 
Lillian La Tonge 
Frederick Fradkin 
Beatrice Belkin 
Margaret McKee 
Jack White 
J & G@ Trainor 
‘That’s My. Daddy’ 


CHICAGO, ILL, 
Avalon (20) 

Roy Detrich Bd 

Tripoli 3 

Master Gilbert 


Capitol (20) 
Al Short Bd 
Sunnie & Eddie 


Chicago (13) 
H L Spitalny Bd 
Juies Buffano 
Milton Charles 
Rae Samuels 
Highlights 
“Sporting Goods” 


Granada (20) 


Benny Meroff Bd 
Jim Barton 
D'mps’y & L’Veaux 
Ross & Edwards 
Morton June 


Harding (13) 


Al Belasco Bd 
George Riley 
Zeck & Stewart 
Buddy Doyle 
Gay Nell 
Mirth Mack 


Gould Dancers 
Ed Meikel 
‘Lon After Midnite’ 


Marbro (20) 
Chas Kaley Bd 
Bee Palmer 
Rath Bros 
Sans & Claire 
Turner & Leighton 


Norshore (12) 
Al Kvale Bd 
Chauncey Haines 
Cabaret Capers 
Lew Brice 
‘Valley of Giants” 


Oriental (13) 
Paul Ash Bd 
Mikado of Jazz 
Henri Keats 
“Quality Street” 


Senate (13) 
Mark Fisher Bd 
Leap Year Fancies 
Preston Sellers 
Lewis & Moore 
Earl La Vere 
Tumbling Clowns 
Louise Ploner 
Gould Dancers 


Sheridan (20) 
Verna Buck Bd 
Joe Roberts 
Madelyn Killeen 
Al’x’nd’r & Swans’n 


Stratford 
2d half (22-25) 
M Hillblom Bd 
Ted Leary 
Douglas & Claire 


Benett & Fletcher 
Dinah 
Rialto (20) 


Perez & LaFleur 


Charles Rizella 

Rosemary 

Lee Ball 

Paul Howard 

Sammy Kahn 

“The Secret Hour’ 

(20) 

Joy Bells 

“Secret Hour” 
New (13) 

J’p’nete & Edw’rdo 

Janet & Frances 

‘Gateway to Moon’ 


Rivoli (13) 
Grace Doro 
“Chicago” 
BOSTON, MASS. 
Metropolitan (10) 


Maria Conde 
Salon Ens 
Take Chance Week 


State (12) 
“The Gaucho”. 
(19) 
M'rry-Go-R'und Rv 
‘M’n W'm'n & Sin 


Runaway 4 
Lime 3 

3 Kemmeys 
Roy Cropper 


L’s ANG’L’S, CAL. 
Boulevard (10) 
Gene Morgan Bd 
Jimmy Lyons 
England Ong 
“Four Flusher” 
Carthay Circle 
(Indef.) 


Carli Elinor Orch 
Laughlin’s Prologue 
Ivan Bankoft 

20 Bavarians 
Vita & Roberts 

30 Song Birds 
Billie Moody 
Frank Shannon 
Ardine & Joby 
Theo Kosloff Bal 
Elizabeth Hocker 
“Four Sons” 


Chinese (Indef.) 


Ballyhoo 
Poodles Hannaford 


VIVIAN HOLT 


OFFICIAL DENTIST TO THE N. V. A. 


DR. JULIAN SIEGEL 


1560 Broadway, New York 
Bet. 46th and 47th Sts. 
This Week: 


; BOBBY DAY 


BUFFALO, N. Y. 
Buffalo (11) 


Dancing Feet 
Valentine Greeting 
“Last Command” 


Great Lakes (12) 
Parisian Red Heads 
Edmund & F'’nch'n 
Whitney & Ford 
P Remos’ Midgets 
“Wife Savers” 


Lafayette (12) 
Phil Spitalny Bd 
Harry Welsh 
I. & L Lester 
Buddie Dean 
Basil Lewis Co 
“Fortune Hunter” 


CKEVELAND, O. 
Allen (11) 
Al Evans 
Allen Orch 
Blue Plate 
“Divine Woman” 
(18) 


Havana 
“Big City” 


Park (11) 
Angelo Vitale Orch 
Eileen & Melinda 
Geo Morton 
J & B Hempel 
“Student Prince” 


DALLAS, TEX. 
Palace (18) 


Publix Unit 
Shadewland 
Pauline Alpert 
Roy Rogers 
Stella Powers 
Cross & Levine 
Foster Girls 


DENVER, COL. 
Denver (18) 

Publix Unit 

Listen Inn 

Jerome Mann 

Herman & Seaman 

Miss Herminette 

Carlos & Inez 

Hoffman Girls 


DES MOINES, IA. 
Capitol (18) 

Publix Unit 

Marching On 

Rudy Wiedoeft 

Walter Craig 

Lila Man 

Lomas Tr 

Chief Eagle F’ther 

Paul Oscard Girls 


DETROIT, MICH. 
Capitol (11) 
Milton Watson 
Tom Wonder 
Fenton & Fields 
Mills & Shea 
Mechan & Newman 
Valentines 
“Wife Savers” 


Grand Riveria (19) 
Monk Watson 
Cogert & Motto 
Bernie Green 
Merie Clark 
Madeline Kolleem 
Keystone Ser 
“Her Wild Oat” 


Michigan (19) 
Havana 
“Sporting Goods” 
EV’NSVILLE, IND. 
Victory 
2d half (23-26) 


Pepito 

Samaroff & Sonia 
Ed & Jan Rooney 
Three Freehands 
Pallenberg’s Bears 
Sl’'ym'n Ali’s Cl’ns 
“The Circus’ 


Egyptian (10) 
Georgie Stoll Bd 
Edythe Flynn 
George Warde 
West Point 
West Point Co 


Loew’s State (10) 
Eddie Peabody 
Jean Boydell 
Marietta 

Carlos & Dorothy 
Leo Lee 

Sunkist Beauties 
“The Enemy” 


Metropolitan (9) 

Al Lyons 

4 Marx Bros 

“The Last Waltz” 
Million Dollar (9) 
Leo Forbstein Orch 
“Student Prince” 


United Artists 


(Indef.) 
Dion Romandi 
“Sorrell & Son” 


MILWAUKEE 
Miller (20) 
Ed Galbreath Bd 
Frank Hamilton 
Cooper & Lacey 
Mark Twain 4 
Audrey Christy 


NEWARK, N. J. 
Branford (11) 
Jr Nazarro 
Mary Korman 
Johnny Downs 
Scooter Lowery 
George Givot 
Caroline Ray 
Branford Playboys 
3 Steppers 
Bea Sis & Carol 
“French Dressing” 


Mosque (11) 
Sophie Tucker 
Ted Shapiro 
‘Girl from Chicago’ 


N. ORLEANS, LA. 
Saenger (18) 

Publix Unit 

Dixieland 

Joe Penner 

Edith Griffit 

Luella Lee 

Morris & Rapp 


OMAHA, NEB. 
Riviera (18) 


Publix Unit 
Steppin’ High 
Kikuto Japs 

A & L Carr 
Lew Fink 

Ross & Gilbert 
John La Valle 
Hines & Leonard 
Jack Sidney 


PHILADELPHIA 
Fay’s (11) 


Julian Hall Co 
Hall & Dexter 
Mahoney & Cecil 
Zelias Sis 

“The Wizard’’ 


Fox’s (12) 


Allan Rogers 
“Jazz Singer” 


Stanley (12) 


Or 


Sweet & Hill 


Edward Albano 


— 


“West Point” 
S’N ANT’N’O, T’X. 
Texas (18) 

Publix Unit 
Florida 
Billy Gerber 
Chester Frederick 
S’N FR’CISCO, C’L. 
California (10) 
Gino Severil Bd 
“Student Prince” 
Granada (11) 
Owen Sweeten Bd 
8 Victor Artists 
‘Gentlemen P’f’r B’ 
St. Francis (11) 
M Brambilla Bd 
“The Gaucho” 
Warfield (11) 
Rube Wolf Bd 
White & Manning 
Way Watts 
“Sporting Goods” 
ST. LOUIS, MO. 
Ambassador (12) 
Ed Lowry 
Russian Revels 
“Sporting Goods” 
State (11) 
Al Jolson 
Teddy Joyce 
“Baby Mine” 
(18) 


“The Enemy” 


W’SHINGT'N, D.C. 
Earle (11) 
W Kaufman Orch 
Ed Hyman Pres 
Serova Girls 


Walker & Shelby 
Clyde Cottan 
Lewis & King 
M'lr’y McN'ce & R 
“Gorilla” 


Fox (11) 
Clark & McC'll’ugh 
Wilson Sis & Wash 
Meyer Davis Sym 
Jack Stebbins Pres 
Muriel LaFrance 
Leon Brusiloff 
Clay Inman 
Oumansky Bal 
Movietone 
“Lady of Whims” 


Palace (11) 
Publix Pres 
Joy Bells Rev 
Mascagno Bal 
Roma Bros 
Charlotte Arrer 
D Wright Co 
Scotty Weston 
Jos Parson 
Wesley Eddy 
“The Dove” 


Rialto (11) 
Tangerine Tab 


Rox Rommell 
“Hero for Night’ 


Loew 


NEW YORK CITY 
American 

lst half (20-22) 
Frazier Bros 
Ellis & West 
Bert Lewis 
Braille & Pallo Rev 
Foster Fagan Co 


Clark Morrell Co 
Kerr & Ensign 
Herbert Clifton 
(One to fill) 

2d half (23-26) 
3 Webers 
Kramer & Fields 
GP Wils’n & Addie 


LYONS & LYONS 


Intincate Chats 


FOSTER TROUPES 
Foster Troupes for 


Allan K, 
picture 
sively 

veteran 


houses 


for everything. 


fit your show, revue or pro- 


duction? 


dancing master has 
Placed his business with us- 


are exclu- 
by us. The 


Can we out- 


LYONS &. 


LYONS 


PARAMOUNT BLDG. NEW YORK 


Mullen & Francis 
Mason & Mason 
(One to fill) 

2a half (23-26) 
France & LaPell 
Murray & Leonard 
Jarrow 
Bob Brandies Orch 
Greenlee & Drayton 
Faber & McIntyre 
Turilla & Clark 
(One to fill) 


Boulevard 


lst half (20-22) 
Claude DeCar Co 
Beth Challis Co 
Nola & W St Clair 
GP Wils’n & Addie 
Paul Specht Orch 

2d half (23-26) 
Jordan & Grace 
Foster Fagan & C’x 
Barr Mayo & Renn 
Darrell & Robinson 
Shaw Carroll Rev 


Commodore 


ist half (20-22) 
Alexader & Faust 
Bee Sis & Carroll 
Storey & Lee 
Gems of Spain 
Hart, Wagner & L 
(One to fill) 

2a half (23-26) 
Winnie & Dolly 
Frank Whitman 
Jimmy Ryan Co 
Pisano & Landauer 
(One to fill) 


Delancey St. 
ist half (20-22) 
Mitkus 2 


Dunlay & Merrill 
Connell, Leona & Z 
Louise Squires Co 
Jarrow 
Bob Brandies Orch 
2d half (23-26) . 
Frazier Bros 
Lydia Harris 
Walzer & Kuban 
Braille Pollo Orch 
(One to fill) 


Grand 
1st half (20-22) 
Elly Co 
3 Wainwright Sis 
Poor Old Jim 


PHILADELPHIA 
WHEN 


PLAYING 


JACK L. 
TAILOR 


LIPSHUTZ 
908 Walnut St. 


ORDER 
MONDAY: 
FINISH 
SATURDAY 


Swartz & Clifford 
Rialto Mus Co 


Tivoli (18) 


Fr'nkie Masters Bd 
Rainbows 
‘Lon After Midnite’ 


Uptown (13) 
Bennie Krueger Bd 
Mae Murray 
Eddie Hanson 
<“Dove” 


ATLANTA, GA. 
Howard (18) 


Publix Unit 
Dance Caprice 

Cy Landry 

Flora Hoffman 
Rasch Girls 
Crandell & Morley 


BALTIMORE, MD. 
Century (13) 


Alfn & R’y Sam'ets 


k 


Almond & Grey Sis 
Frank Jones 
Rose Meyer Co 


FT. WORTH, TEX. 
Worth (18) 

Publix Unit 

Moonlit Waters 

Fauntleroy & Van 

Mario & Laziro 

Dean Bros 

Janton .Sis 

Rose Marino 


HOUSTON, TEX. 


Metropolitan (18) 


Publix Unit 
Dancing Brides 
J & J Walton 
D & EB Barsto 
Dancing Parson 


KANS. CITY, MO. 
Midland (18) 


Publix Unit 
Publix Follles 


C’th’rine Littlefield 

“The Dove” 

PITTSBURGH, PA. 
Grand (12) 


Horlick Family 
‘P’t’t Leather Kid’ 


Penn (11) 
Tokio Blues 
‘M’n W'm'n & Sin’ 
(18) 
Jazz a ia Carte 
“The Enemy” 


PR’VIDENCE. R. I. 
Fay’s (13) 
Rehaa & Faye 
Jack Usher 
Al’x’nder & Eim’'re 
Ryan & O'Neil 
A & L Davis 
‘B’w’re M’r’d Men’ 
Palace (18) 
Steps & Steppers 


LeMaire & Van 
Sig Friscoe Bd 

2d haif (23-26) 
Claude DeCar Co 
Scott Bros & V'rn'n 
Seabury Swor Orch 
(Two to fill) 


Greeley Sq. 

Ist half (20-22) 
France & LaPell 
Lorraine & Neal 
Yates & Carson 
Wilfred Clarke Co 
Walzer & Kuban 
May Joyce Co 

2d half (23-26) 
Kitaro Japs 
Peronne & Oliver 
Edmond D'Orsay 
Frank D'Amore Co 
(Two to fill) 


Lincoln 
ist half (20-22) 
Summers 2 


Marino & Martin 


Eddie Hodges Rev 
(One to fill) 


National 

Ist half (20-22) 
Kitaro Japs 
Carney & Pierce 
Scott Bros & V’rn'n 
Donovan & Lee 
Jas C Morton Co 

2a half (23-26) 
Summers 2 
Lorraine & Neal 
Winnie Baldwin 
Mullen & Francis 
Reddick Rev 


Orpheum 

Ist half (20-22) 
Al Libby Co 
Variety 4 
York & O’Brien 
Frank D’Amore Co 
Mary Haynes Co 
Grace Edler Co 

2d half (23-26) 
Brosius & Barton 
Mae Francis 
Kramer & Boyle 
Leviathan Bd 
(Two to fill) 


State (20) 
Gaynor & Byron 
Ted & Al Waldman 
Walton & Brandt 
Van & Schenck 
Mildred Crewe Rev 
(One to fill) 


Victoria 

Ist half (20-22) 
Brosius & Barton 
Mae Francis 
Barr Mayo & Renn 
Pisano & Landauer 
Gertrude Ederle 

2d half (23-26) 
Lucas & Lillian 
Walsh & Clark 
Mary Haynes Co 
Jas C Morton Co 
(One to fill) 


BROOKLYN 
- Bedford 

Ist half (20-22) 
3 Webers 
Kramer & Fields 
Jack Janis Co 
Collins & Peterson 
Kay’s Kutups 

2d half (23-26) 
Mitkus 2 
Louise Squires Co 
Yates & Carson 
Paul Specht Orch 
(One to fill) 


Gates Ave. 
Ist half (20-22) 
Rose Kress 3 
Greenlee & Drayton 
Little Liar 
Eddie Lambert Co 
Chas Ahearn Co - 
2d half (23-26) 
Santiago 3 
Beth Challis Co 
Barbier Simms Co 
Casino de Paris 
Melba 
ist half (20-22) 
Morris & Shaw 
(Others to fill) 
2d half (23-26) 
Mimi Rollins 
(Others to fill) 
Metropolitan (20) 
Royal Pekin Tr 
Lentz Ch'ri'te & W 
Beeman & Grace 
Lydia Barry 


Oriental 


ist half (20-23) 
4 Karreys 
Bernard Weber Co 
Winnie Baldwin 
Stuart & Lash 
Cavaliers 

2a half (23-26) 
Pau! Brachard Tr 
3 Wainwright Sis 
Masters Grace Co 


Wally Sharples Co 
Lew & M Wilson 
Lew Wilson Rev 
EV’NSVILLE, IND. 
Tivoli 
lat half (20-22) 


Emillons 
Hazel Crosby Co 


Nat C Haines Co 


MANHATTAN STEPPERS 
PARAMOUNT, N. Y. C., NOW 
in Jack Partington’s Publix Unit 
“STEPS AND STEPPERS” 


Direction 


Joe—LEDDY & 8S 
226 West 47th St. 


MITH—Ea 
Suite 901 


Meredith & Snooz'r 
Grace Edler Rev 


Palace 
lst half (20-22) 
3 Golfers 
Harry L Cooper Co 
Faber & McIntyre 
(Two to fill) 


2d half (23-26) 
Alexander & Faust 
Fr’nc’s Ross & DuR 
Hart Wagener & L 
(Two to fill) 


Premier 
1st half (20-22) 
Jordan & Grace 
Frisch Rector & T 
Billy Miller Co 
Eddie Hodges Rev 
(One to fill) 


2d half (23-26) 
Ed & Lee Travers 
Connell Leona & Z 
Pease & Nelson Co 
Herbert Clifton 
Kay’s Kutups 


ATLANTA, GA, 
Grand (20) 


5 Maxellos 
Cynthia & Claire 
G Yeoman & Lizzie 
Bobby Henshaw 
Parker Babb Orch 


BAY RIDGH 
Loew's 

ist half (20-22) 
W BE Ritchie Co 
Lydia Harris 
Edmond D’'Orsay 
Darrell & Robinson 
McKee O’C'nn’r Rv 

2d half (23-26) 
Andressens 
Carney & Pierce 
Donovan & Lee 
Lander Bros & L 
May Joyce Co 


BIRM’GH’M, ALA. 
Temple (20) 

Chas McGoods Co 
Frank Mullane 
Gaudsmith Bros 
Local Follies 
(One to fill) 


BOSTON, MASS. 
Orpheum (20) 
Royal Sidneys 
Elsie Huber 
Vice Plant Co 
Coogan & Casey 
Emil Boreo 
Guiran & Marg’rite 


BUFFALA, N. Y. 
State (20) 
Carl Schenck Son 
Jack Housch Co 
Ketch & Wilma 
Carney & Kean 

Ruth Elder 
CANTON, O. 
Loew's 
Ist half (20-22) 
Paul Nolan Co 
C & L Gerard 


Coulter & Rose 
Marvel Co 


HOBOKEN, N. J, 
Lyric 

1st half (20-22) 
3 Crowell Sis 
Rollin & Fern 
Jimmy Ryan Co 
Donahue & Barrett 
Santiago 3 

2d half (23-26) 
Les Palmiros 
Eugene Emmett Coe 
(Three to fill) 


HOUSTON, TEX. 
State (20) 
Violet Ray & Nor 

Kono San 

G 8 Fredericks Co 
Corbett & Barry 
Elsie & Paulsen Rv 


JAMAICA, L. I, 
Hillside 

lst half (20-22) 
Ed & Lee Travers 
Mimi Rollins 
Lander Bros & ls 
Casino de Paris 
(One to fill) 

2d haif (23-26) 
Elly Co 
Fay & Milliken 
Little Liar’ 
Eddie Lambert 
Chas Ahearn Co 


MEMPHIS, TENN, 
State (20) 

Van Cello & Mary 

Stanley & Ginger 

Edgar Bergen Co 

Will J Kennedy Co 

Lieut Gitz Rice Co 


MONTREAL, CAN, 
Loew’s (20) 
Mar Coates & Ptne 
Vincent O'Donnell 
Watson & Woods 
Odiva & Seals 
Jock McKey 
Senorita Alcaniz Ce 


NEWARK, N. Jd. 
State (20) 
Bob Anderson Pony 
Dare & Yates 
@ rank Sinclair Co 
Margie Coates 
Morton Stanley & F 


NEW ORLEANS 
State (20) 
Aerial Smiths 
Frank Braidwood 
Walter Walters Co 
Watson Sis 
Cook & Shaw Sis 


NORFOLK, VA. 
State (20) 
Al’x'nd’r Bros & B 

Lucille Benstead 
O'Donnell & Blaire 
Zelaya 

Edith Clasper Co 


EXCLUSIVELY DESIGNED 


GARMENTS FOR GENTLEMEN 


ROCK 


1632 B’way, at 50th St., N. Y. City 


Clayton & Lennie 
Freeborn’s Rev 


Powers & Wallace 
Rodero & Maley 
Rooney & Bent &3d 
2d half (23-26) 
Seebachs 
Kessler & Morgan 
London Palace Rev 
Kemper & Bayard 
Jeanie 


CLEVELAND, 0. 

State (20) 
Gautier’s Co 
Irving Edwards 
Leona Lamarr 
Bob Nelson 
Rosita 


COLUMBUS, O. 
Broad (20) 
Page & Class 
Smith & Strong 
Tin Types 
Royal Gascoignes 
Bronson & Renee 


CORONA, L. IL 
Plaza 

Ist half (20-22) 
LaFleur & Portia 
Dale Sis 
Meredith & Snoozer 
Buck & Bubbles 
Gosler & Lusby Rv 

2d half (23-26) 
Rose Kress 3 
Bernard Weber Co 
Savoy & Mann 
Stuart & Lash 


Cavaliers 
DETROIT, MICH. 
State (20) 

Howard Co 


DuFor Boys 


PITTSBURGH 
Aldine (20) 
Robbins 3 
Bernard & Kranz 
Golden Bird 
Harry Breen 
Primrose Minstrels 


TORONTO, CAN. 
Loew's (20) 

4 Hartinis 

Packard & Dodge 

Red Carnation 

Herb Williams Co 

Nellie Arnaut Bros 


WOODHAV'N, L.I. 
Willard 

ist half (20-32) 
Andressens 
Peronne & Oliver 
Barbier Simms Co 
Marino & Martin 
Reddick Rev 

2d half (23-26) 
W E Ritchie Co 
Nola & W St Clatr 
Buck & Bubbles 
McKee, O'C’n'r Rev 
(One to fill) 


YONKERS, N. Y. 
Loew's 

lst half (20-22) 
Tiebor’s Seals 
Fr'ncis R’'ss & DuR 
Savoy & Mann 
Kramer & Bovle 
Leviathan Bd 

2d half (23-26) 
Hammer & H'mmrf 
Clark Morrell Co 
A & L Barlow 
Bert Walton Co 
Gertrude Ederie 
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NEWARK, N. J. 
Newark (20) 
Orontos 
& Keppell 
Cun’gh’'m & B’nn’'tt 
Burt & Rosedale 
Reflections 
NIAGARA FALLS 
Strand (20) 
rdinals 
cheater & Ross 
Jack DeSylvia'’s Rv 
Tom Edwards 
(One to fill) 
TORONTO, CAN. 
Pantages (20) 
‘Frank Varden 
Frank Hughes 
Irving & Chaney 
Creatore Bd 
(One to fill) 
HAMILTON, CAN. 
Pantages (20) 
Gloria DeVon 


Duncan & Held 


Stepping Along 
Stanley & Birnes 
Agee’s Rev 


PORTLAND, ORE. 
Pantages (20) 
Huston Ray 
Marion & Dade 
Billie Goldie Rev 
<Two to fill) 


SAN FRANCISCO 
Pantages (20) 

Little Jim 

D'Andrea & W'lt’rs 

Bert Swor 

Bobrin Berta 

(One to fill) 


LOS ANGELES 
Pantages (20) 
Sandy Lang 
Jack Hughes 2 
Nagyfys 
Marcelle 
Caranas & Barker 
Jolly 4 


AL GROSSMAN 


160 West 46th Street, Bryant 4573 
BOOKING LOEW’S HEADLINERS 


THIS WEEK 


HARRY L. COOPER & CO. 
FRANK MELINO @& CO. 
Can Do the Same for YOU 


Lorraine & Minto 
Edge & Meda 
Memphis Collegians 


DETROIT, MICH. 
Pantages (20) 
Kafka Stanley & M 

Mayo & Bobby 
Rubini Sis 

Lewis & Norton 
Billy Gilbert 
Dewey & Gold Rev 


TOLEDO, O. 

Rivoli (20) 
Jutta Valey 
Carlena Diamond 
McDevitt Kelo & Q 
Verdi & Pennell 
Kerr & Weston 


INDIANAPOLIS 
Lyric (20) 
Herbert Bolt 3 
Ray Fern & Maree 
Bowers Rev 
(Three to fill) 


MINNEAPOLIS 

Pantages (20) 
Mayme Gehrue 
Roger Williams 
Ruloff & Elton 
Winehill & Briscoe 
DeSylvia’s Rev 
Pearson & And’rs’n 


BUTTE, MONT. 
Temple (20) 
Cosmopolitan 3 
Doran & Soper 
4 Flashes 
Eddie Foyer 
Havemann’s Rev 


SPOKANE, WASH. 
Pantages (20) 

Chas Willis 

Carol & James 

Crisp Sis 

Bobby Van Horn 

Aeroplane Rev 


SEATTLE, WASH. 
Pantages (20) 

Floretty 3 

Dotson 

Edwards & Morris 

Fridkin & Rhoda ~ 

6 Lelands 

VANCOUVER, B.C. 
Pantages (20) 

3 Blanks 

Daner 

Atkins'’n & L’cinda 

Burke & Durkin 

Rogers & Donnelly 

Rev Unique 

TACOMA, WASH. 
Pantages (20) 


Perez & Marg’rite 
Siems 
Geo Lipschultz 


O'Hanlon & 


NEW ENGLAND 


SAN DIEGO, CAL. 
Pantages (20) 

Flores Co 

Bison City 4 

Billy Beard 

Joe Freed 

Gilbert Avery Rev 


BEACH, CAL. 
Pantages (20) 
Amazon & Nile 
Hanson Sis 
Revelations 
Lubin Larry & A 
Olympia & Jules 
Winona Winter 


SALT LAKE CITY 
Pantages (20) 

Spirit of Winter 

Paul Kirkland 

Elsie Clark 

Dunean Sis 

(One to fill) 


OGDEN, UTAH 
Capitol (20) 
Clifford Wayne 3 
Winnifred & Mills 

Whiteway Rev 
Shriner & Gregory 
Sddie Rogers 
Fr'ncis X Bushm’'n 
OMAHA, NER, 
World (20) 
Physical Culture 
Taylor & Marckley 
Ford & Cunningh’m 
Brandell’s Rev 
Boyd & Wallin 


KANSAS CITY 
Pantages (20) 
Gautschi & Phelps 

Kajiyama 
Wilmont Sis 
Gautschi Phelps 
4 Aristocrats 
MEMPHIS, TENN. 
Pantages (20) 
Hale Bros 
Neal O'Brien 
Jack Marcus 
Russell & Armstr’g 
Bert Collins 
(One to fill) 
BIRM’GH’M, ALA. 
Pantages (20) 
Thalero’s Cir 
Marcel & LaSource 
Astill & Fontain 
Volunteers 
Hungarian Tr 
ATLANTA, GA. 
Capitol (20) 
Aussie & Czech 
Lera & Spencer 
Brewster Pomeroy 
Hickman Bros 
Zam 


Sixty Theatres in New England, includ- 


ing Sundays, Split 
‘Presentations” 
booked by 


and 


Weeks, 
are 


Weeks, Full 
Cabarets, 


WALTERS, DENISH & FRISCO 
303 Stuart Street, Boston, Mass. 


Phone 


Hanceck 


2566 


Association 


CHICAGO, ILL. 
American 

Ist half (20-22 
Atterbury & Gillam 4 
Minervina Itzetta 
(Three to fill) 

2d half (23-26) 
Petty & Lesterreat 
Ludlow & Wright 
Lewis & Norton 
Tommason & Cam 
(One to fill) 


Belmont 

Ist half (20-22) 
Johnny Lyons Co 
Red Morvo Co 
Keith & Graves 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (23-26) 
3 Kittens 
Pioneer Rev 
Visser 3 
‘Two to fill) 


Englewood 
Ist half (20-22) 


Dayton 


& Rancey 


Visser 3 
Pioneer Rev 
Arthur & Browne 
(One to fill) 

2d half (23-26) 
Naples & Page 
Lorello Bros 
Johnny Lyons Co 
(Two to fill) 


Majestic (20) 
Smith & Cantor 
Keene & Williams 
Joe Mendi 
Billy Maine Co 
(Two to fill) 


Riveria 

lst half (20-22) 
4 Valentinos 
Harry Rappi 
Claude & Marion 
Virginia Bacon Co 
(One to fill) 

2d half (23-26) 
Dixon Holer Co 
5 Sophomores 
Eva Mandel 


. Leff 


McGrath & Travers 
(One to fill) 


DAVENPORT, 
Capitol 


1st half (20-22) 
Joe Browning 
Buzzington’s Bad 
Brooks & Ross 
Granados & H'lbr’k 
(One to fill) 

2d half (23-26) 
Jerome & Evelyn 
Agee & White 
Chameleon Caprice 
Howard & Linn 


DES MOINES, IA. 
Capitol 


ist half (20-22) 
B & E Newell 
Howard & Linn 
Tell Tales 
Chameleon Caprice 
(One to fill) 

2d half (23-26) 
Joe Browning 
Harry Waiman Rev 
Sparling & Rose 
Granados & H’lb’k 
(One to fill) 


EV’NSVILLE, IND. 


IA. 


Grand 
1st half (20-22) 
Big Rosie 


Skelly Holt Rev 
Freda & Palace 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (23-26) 
Kennedy & Martin 
Midget Rev 
(Three to fill) 


MADISON, WIS. 
Orpheum 

ist half (20-22) 
Frank Dobson Co 
Knox & Stetson 
Doc Baker Co 
Peter Higgins 
(One to fill) 

2d half (23-26) 
Buzzington’s Bd 
Bussey & Case 
Fast Steppers 
Brown & LaVelle 
(One to fill) 


MILWAUKEE 

Majestic (20) 
Ned Haverly 
Violet Joy Rev 


Victoria & Lozrenz 
(Three to fill) 


MINNEAPOLIS 
ith St. (20) 
Z'rm'ne, F’r'r&McB 

Bobby Jackson 
Stanley 5 
(Three to fill) 
ROCKFORD, ILL. 
Palace 
Ist half (20-22) 
Brown & LaVeile 


Bussey & Case 
& Sophomores 
Fast Steppers 
(One to fill) 

2d half (23-26) 
Frank Dobson Co 
Doc Baker Co 
Knox & Stetson 
Peter Higgins 
(One to 


ST. LOUIS, MO. 

Grand (20) 
Cahill & Wells 
George Schreck Co 
Thelma DeOnzo Co 
(Two to fill) 


ST. PAUL, MINN. 
Palace 

ist half (20-22) 
Harry Waiman Rev 
Robert Reilly Co 
Wallace & Mae 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (23-26) 
Stepping Feet 
3 Good Knights 
Senna & Dean 
Burt & Lehman 
(One to fill) 


SIOUX CITY, 
Orpheum 

1st half (20-22) 
3 Good Knights 
Stepping Feet 
Burt & Lehman 
Senna & Dean 
(One to fill) 

2d half (23-26) 
Regan & Curliss 
Harry Conley Co 
Waliace & Mae 
Aurora 3 
(One to fill) 


SO. BEND, IND. 
Palace 

Ist half (20-22) 
Barry & Whitledge 
F’rt’nello & C’r'lino 
Lon Paris & N Y 
(Two to fill) 

2a half (23-26) 
Clifford & Marion 
Ibach’s Ent 
Radianna 
(Two to fill) 


SPRINGE’LD, IND. 
Orpheum 

Ist half (20-22) 
Morgan & Sheldon 
Wahl & Walters 
Parish & Peru 
Nancy Gibbs Co 
(One to fill) 

2d half (23-26) 
Wm Brack Co 
Brooks & Ross 
Benny Barton Rev 
(Two to fill) 


1A. 


Interstate 


AMARILLO, TEX. 
Fair 
Ist half (20-22) 
(Same bill = plays 
Wichita Falls 2d 
half) 
Tore'li’s Cir 
Hap Hazard 
Marie Vero 
Arthur & M Havel 
Gibbs 2 


ATLANTA, GA, 
Ritz (20) 
Brenck & Bella D 

Sargent & Lewis 
Kelso & Demonde 
4 Camerons 
Woodland Rev 
AUSTIN, TEX. 
Hancock O. H. 
Ist half (20-22) 
(Same bill = plays 
Galveston 2d half) 
Alice De Garmo 
Blue Grass 4 
Bert Lyte:l Co 
Kelly & Forsythe 
& D‘m'r'’st Sis 


BATON ROUGE 


Columbia (20) 
(Same bill plays 
Alexandria, 


213 
Monroe, 22; 
Pine Bluff, 23; 
Shreveport, 24; 
Texarkana, 25) 

Herberta Beeson 
Murray & Irwin 
Harry Levan Co 
Frank Conville 
Blue Blowers 
Mack & Rossiter 
BIRMW’GH’M, ALA. 
Majestic (20) 
Nugold Rev 
Want Ads 
Everett Sanderson 
Derickson & Brown 
Mandell Bros 
DALLAS, TEX. 
Majestic (20) 
Groh & Piano H’ds 
3artrum & Saxton 
Musical Conserv’y 
Weston & Lyons 
Harry Kahne 
FT. SMITH, 
Jolie (20) 
Arthur Astill Co 
Jack Hanley Co 
Bag o’ Tricks 
(Two to fill) 
FT. WORTH, TEX. 
Majestic (20) 
Lee Morse 
Oliver & Crangle 


ARK. 


Am Nite in London 
Ed & Merton Beck 
Minor & Root Rev 


HOUSTON, TEX. 
Mertini (20) 


Falls Reading & B 
Estelle Fratus 
Henry Santrey Co 
(Two to fill) 
L’TLE R’K, ARK. 
Majestic 

Ist half (20-22) 
Arthur Astill Co 
Jack Hanley 
Bag o’ Tricks 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (23-26) 
Rice & Newton 
Petleys 
(Three to fill) 
NEW ORLEANS 

Orpheum (20) 
Riblo Lacotina Co 
Ann Clifton 
Janet of France 
Jack Kneeland Co 
Rody Jordan 
Archie & G Falls 


OKLAHOMA CITY 
Orpheum (20) 
Karlton Emmy's Co 
Ray & Harrison 

Johnny Hyman 
Brendel & Burt 
Petite Rev 
S’N ANT’NIO, T’X. 
Majestic 

lst half (20-22) 
(Same bill plays 

Waco 2d half) 
Marshall & LaRue 
H'yn's L’hm’n & K 
Ned Wayburn’s Rv 
May Usher 
Walzer & Dyer 

TULSA, OKLA. 

Orpheum (20) 
Nolly Tate 
Grace & E Parks 
Billy House Co 
Mayo & Lynn 
Goin’ North 
WICHITA, KANS. 

Majestic 

lst half (20-22) 
Bee Hee & Ruby’te 
Zelda Santley 
J Francis Haney R 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (23-26) 
McCarthy & St’n’rd 
Dance Whirls 
Cariton & Beasley 
R'y’] Hungarian Or 
(One to fill) 


Orpheum 


CHICAGO, ILL. 
Palace (13) 
Hermanos Wiiliams 

Boyde & Della 
Lovenberg Sis & N 
Dave Apslion Co 
ka Belte Pola 


Eugene O’Brien Co 
B & E Newell 
(One to fill) 


State-Lake (18) 


Alma Neilson Co 
Olive Olsen 


Patricola 

Marrone & LacC Ry 
Pagganna 

Toto 

Geo Dormonde Co 
(Two to fill) 


Tower 
24 half (16-19) 
$th Hole 


Skelly & Hiet Rev 
Jean Fuller Rev 

R & D Dean 

Bee Hee & Ruby’te 


DENVER, COL, 

Orpheum (13) 
Shadowgraph 
Chevalier Bros 
Hyde & Burrell 
Morris & Campbell 
Ballet Caprice 
Brooks & Rose 


KANSAS CITY 

Orpheum (13) 
Venita Gould 
Eddie Foy Co 
Chameleon Caprice 
Pasquali Bros 
(Two to fill) 


LOS ANGELES 
Hillstreet (13) 
Mongadors 
Sarah Padden Co 
Leo Carrillo 
Harry Holmes 
Billy Farrell Co 
4 Readings 
Orpheum (13) 
Willie Mauss 
Eddie Leonard 
Crawford & Brod’k 
B & J Brown 
Rowers & LaMotte 
Keo Taki & Yoki 
Wayburn's Rev 
M De La Matte 
(One to fill) 


MILWAUKEE 
Palace (13) 
Claude & Marion 
Fulton & Mack 

Larry Rich Co 
Nite at the Club 
Rich & Cherie 
(One to fill) 
Minneapolis (13) 
Harry Waiman 
Murray & Oakland 
Olsen & Johnson 
Mijares 
Peter Higgins 
(One to fill) 


OAKLAND, CAL. 
Orpheum (13) 
Peggy MacKenzie 
John Steele 
Colleano 
Waner Bros 
Alexander & Peggy 
(One to fill) 


“Tiny 


OMAHA, NEB. 
Orpheum (13) 
Ryan Sis 
Michon Bros 
Harry Carey Co 
Brown & Whittaker 
Senna & Dean 


PORTLAND, ORE. 
Orpheum (13) 
Coward & Bradd’ck 
Toney & Norman 

LaSalle & Mack 
Carl Freed Orch 
Lew Hearn Co 

Ida May Chadwick 


ST. LOUIS, MO. 
Orpheum (13) 

Blue, Slickers 

Doe ‘Baker 
Chilton & Thomas 
Joe Browning 
Zelda Stanley 
«One to fill) 


St. Louis (18) 


Barry & Whitledge 
Torino 

Nitza Vernille 
Gene Austin 

(Two to fill) 


SAN FRANCISCO 
Golden Gate (13) 


Gaston Palmer 
Jerome & Grey 
Crystal 3 
Brennan & Rogers 
1 Arabian nite 
Peg Wynne 


Orpheum (13) 
Galenos 
Reed & Duthers 
Ruffin Co 
Ch'lotte Greenwood 
Art Henry 
John Burke 


SEATTLE, WASH. 
Orpheum (13) 
Barto & Mann 
M Montgomery 
Chas Ruggles 
Walter McNally 
Stan Kavanaugn 
Deno & Rochelle 


VANCOUV’R, B.C. 
Orpheum (13) 

Tom Davis 3 

Jack Benny 


Sunshine Sammy 
Bestor’s Orch 


Cardini 
Beverley Bayne 
WINNIPEG, CAN. 


Orpheum (13) 
Anderson Bros 
Frankie Heath 
3 Melvin Bros 
Town Rev 
Halligan 
Countess Sonia Co 


-HOWA 
ONDS 


3. Leach ae 


Ro: 


Keith-Westefn 


CLEVELAND, O. 
Read’s Hipp. 
half (20-22) 
Jack Fairbanks Co 
Foster & Semon 
Maidle & Ray 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (23-26) 
Arthur DeVoy Co 
Rion 4 
Grindel & Esther 
(Two to fill) 
| DETROIT, MICH. 
Grand Riveria (20) 
Alexander Sis 
Marie Higging 
Rarton & Young 
(Two to fill) 


FT. WAYNE, IND. 
Palace 

ist half (20-22) 
Seed & Austin 
Tinova & Baikoff 
Romas Tr 
Country Club Rev 
(One to fill) 

2d half (23-26) 
Nancy Gibbs Co 
Claude & Marion 
(Three to. fill) 


GR’EN BAY, WIS. 
Palace 
2d half (23-26) 
Conlin & Hamilton 
Raffles 
Wilson & Grey 
(Two to fill) 


HAMMOND, IND. 

Parthenon 
2a half (23-26) 

Big Rosie 

Jack Fairbanks Co 

Nick Hufford 

(Two to fill) 

LEXINGTON, KY. 
Ben Ali 


Ist half (20-22) 
Radio Minstrels 
Daly Paskman 
(Three to fiil) 

2a half (23-36) 
Chita & Pais 
Nat Haines Co 
(Three to fill) 


MUNCIE, iND. 

Wysor Grand 

1st half (20-22) 
Chita & Pais 
Veronica & Falls 
(Three to fill) 

zd half (23-26) 
Chris Richards 
Rod Norvo Co 
Kelley & Staples 
(Two to fill) 


SANDUSKY, O. 
Schade 

lst half (20-22) 
Robinson & Pierce 
(Others to fill) 

2d half (23-26) 
Foster & Semon 
(Others to fill) 


SPRINGFIELD, O. 
State 

1st half (20-22) 
Murdock & Mayo 
Loos Bros 
(Three to fill) 

2d half (23-26) 
Cogert & Motto 
Meehan & Newman 
(Three to fill) 


TERRE HAUTE 
Indiana 

Ist half (20-22) 
McGrath & Travers 
Schitel’s Rev 
Bobby Randall 
(Two to fill) 

2a half (23-26) 
Freda & Palace 
(Others to fill) 


WINDSOR, ONT. 
Capitol 


lst half (20-22) 
Kelly & Staples 
Arthur DeVoy Co 
Grindel & Esther 
Roch’s Rev 
Manning & Class 

2d half (23-26) 
Loos Bros 
Maidie & Ray 
Cycle of Dance 
Georgalis 3 
Harry Rappi 


Keith-Albee 


NEW YORK CITY 
Broadway (13) 
Lewis & Winthrop 
Millard & Marlin 
Franke! & Dunilevy 

Happiness Co 
Al Abbot 
Bradt'd & Hamilt’n 
B & L Gillette 
3 Lordens 
Chester 


2d half (16-10) 
Haynes & Beck 


Ed Neilson 
Staniey & Atree 
Shannon & C’lem'n 
Watts & Hawley 
Bekefi Rev 
Coliseum 
3d half (16-19) 


Healey & Cross 
So! Gould 
Gamby Hale Bis 
6 DeCardos 


«One to fill) 


Sist St. 
2a half (16-19) 


Moffitt & Sullivan 
Krazy Kats Rev 
Norton & Haley 
Billy Batchelor 
G & P Magley 


86th St. 
2d half (16-19) 


Greta Ardine 
Jan Garber 

Geo Austin Moore 
(Two to fill) 


5th Ave. 
2a half (16-19) 


Edna White's Rev 
(Others to fill) 


58th St. 

2a half (16-19) 
Robert Imhoff 
Driscoll & Perry 
4 O’Connors 
Lyle & Flo Lapine 
O'Neil & Vermont 
Sylvia Bowham 


Fordham 
2a half (16-19) 
Duponts 
Ada Reeves 
Sylvia Clark 
Fordham Rev 
(One to fill) 


Franklin 
2d half (16-19) 
Briants 
Chabot & Tortoni 
Jack Norworth Co 
Notables 
(One to fill) 


Hamilton 
2a half (16-19) 
Girton Co 
Joe Young 
Russell Carr 
Edith Meiser 
(One to fill) 


H:ppodrome (13) 
Howard's Co 
3 Ryans 
Harrington & Gr’n 
Jean Bedini 
Roy Arthur Rev 
Bob Albright 
Wright Rev 

(20) 
Count Bernivici Co 
(Others to fill) 


Jefferson 


2d half (16-19) 
Teck Murdock Co 
Rhea & Santora 
Notables 
(Two to fill) 


125th St. 


2d half (16-19) 
Marty Dupree 
(Others to fill) 


Palace (13) 
Cortini 
Turner Bros 
Marg Severn Co 
Ralph Whitehead 
Waring’s Penns 
Harmon & Sands 
Marion Harris 
Jim McWilliams 
4 Serlaneys 

(20) 

Murdock Co 
Serge Flash 
Waring’s Penns 
Fanny Ward 
(Others to fill) 


Regent 
2d half (16-19) 
Edwards Rev 
(Others to fill) 


Riverside (18) 
Lily Morris 
Catalini 
Maude Earle 
Eddie Lambert Co 
Coram 
Gautier’s Phono Co 
Mosconi Bros 
Summers & Hunt 
Sterlings 

(20) 
Du Ponts 
Claudis Coleman 
Clayton & Keith 
(Others to fill) 
Royal 

2d half (16-19) 
Smith & Barker 
Eastman & Howell 
O Stamm Co 
(Two to fill) 


CONEY ISLAND 
Tilyou 
2a half (16-19) 
Payne & Hilliard 
Sig Friscoe Co 
(Three to fill) 


FAR ROCKAWAY 
Strand 


2d half (16-19) 
Loma Worth 
Sunny Eddie N’ls’n 
Ella Shields 
Senator Murphy 
Bellec'aire Bros 


BROOKLYN 

Albee (13) 
Serge Flash 
Kaye & Sayre 
As We Were 
Billy Hallen 
Ingenues 
(One to fill) 
(20) 
Gossips of 1928 
(Others to fill) 


Bushwick 
2d half (16-19) 
Gladys Delmar 
Olyn Landick 
Joe Marks 
Medley & Dupree 
M Starrs 


Flatbush 
2a half (16-19) 
Js Freed 
Conlin & Glass 
The Ushers 
Nan Halperin 
Snow Colum & J 


Green point 

2d half (16-19) 
JI & J McKenna 
Alexander Co 
Foster & Fagan 
Wm O'Ciare 
Copyan Casey 
Clarion Trumpeters 


Madison 
2a half (16-19) 


Fred Hughes 
Anger & Fair 
Frakson 

A & F Steadman 
Bernays Johnson 


Orpheum 
2a half (16-19) 
Florenis 
Deihl Sis & MeD 
Hite & Reflow 
Frank Farron 
Strains & Strings 


Prospect 
2d half (16-19) 


Dales 

Will J Ward 
Any Family 
Niblo & Spencer 
(One to fill) 


AKRON, 
Palace 
2a half (16-19) 
F’k Evers & Greta 
Rogers & Wynn 
Clayton & Keith 
Joe Roberts 
Rose & Thorn 
Chas Withers Co 
1st half (20-22) 
Brown Derby Orch 
Whitey & Forest 
Ruby Norton Co 
Wm Kennedy Co 
(Two to fill) 
2a half (23-26) 
Nancy Decker 
Weaver Bros 
Agenos 
Caits Bros 
Scrambled Legs 
(One to fill) 


ALBANY, N. ¥. 
Proctor’s 


2d half (16-19) 
Lang & Haley 
O’Brien 6 
Barr & Lamar 
D'ncing McDonalds 
John Barton 
Jones & Hull 


ALTOONA, PA. 
Mischler 


2d half 16-19) 
Ervell & Dell 
Adams & Rash 
(Three to fill) 


ATLANTA, GA, 
Grand 
2a half (16-19) 
Parkman's Co 
Guilly & Jeany 
Primrose Seamon 
Philson & Duncan 
(One to fill) 


ATLANTIC CITY 
Earle 

2d half (16-19) 
Bungalow Love 
Plunkett & Mason 
Montana 
Elsie & Herman 
(One to fill) 


AUBURN, N. ¥. 


2d half 16-19) 
Eugene Costello 
Dale & Fuller 
Dalton & Craig 
(Two to fill) 


BALTIMORE, MD. 
New Garden (13) 
Bardelangs 

Mary Marlowe 
Davis & Darnell 
Wendall Hall 
Peaches’ Browning 
Lew Cameron 

Lew & Bill 

(20) 

Chapelle & Carlton 
Tad Tieman’s Co 
Adele Verne 

Edith Muser 
McL’ghlin & Evans 
Frakson 

(One to fill) 


B'V’R FALLS, PA. 
Regent 
2d half (16-19) 
Willie Role 
Frank Viola . 
(Three to fill) 
BINGH’MT'N, N.Y. 
Binghamton 
2d half (16-19) 
Frolic 4 
Parisienne 
Reeves & Wells 
Show-oft 
(One to fill) 


BIRM’GH’'’M, ALA. 
Lyric (13) 
Kelso & DeMonde 
Brenck & Bella D 

Woodland Rev 
4 Camerons 
Sargent & Lewis 


BOSTON, MASS. 
Gordon’s Olympia 
Scollay Sq.) (13) 
Geo Wong 

May Mack 

Mays Burt & Fenn 
Lew Welch 
Mazette Lewis 
Sankus & Silvers 
Dave & Vine 


0. 


Gordon’s Olympia 
(Wash, St.) (138) 
Stateroom 19 
Hong Kong Tr 
Wall & Deeds 
Ward & Diamond 
Kenny Carvett 
Meehan & Shann'n 
Fred & Daisy Rial 
Jones & Jones 


Kelth’s (13) 
Jackie Collier & Sis 
Ashley Page 
McL’ghlin & Evans 
Geo Beatty 
Revel Bros Co 
Sully & Thomas 
Elsie Janis 
Vivian & Walters 

(20) 
Bevan Flint Co 
Sybil Vane 
Wolf & Jerome 
Johnny BKRerkes Co 
Nu Wong 
Ada Reeve 


Jerry Co 
Wilbur Mack Co 


New Boston (13) 
Maddock’s Mascots 
Pennan & Page 
Geo Broadhurst 
Charlotte Worth 
Fred Allen 
Oscar & King 
BRADFORD, PA. 

Bradford 

2d half (16-19) 
Adele Jason Co 
Fay & Thomas 
Prince Wong 
Casting Stars 
(One to fill) 
BRIDGEP'’RT, CT. 

Palace 

2d half (16-19) 
Burns & Wilson 
Fernando Orch 
Alf Grant 
Wulf & Jerome 
Arthur Jarret 


BUFFALO, N. Y¥. 
Hippodrome (13) 


Norberto Ardelli 
Dippy Diers & B 


Gracella & Theo 


Kraft & 
Walter Huston 
MeLallen & Sarah 
Miller Sis Rev 


DAYTON, 
Keith's 

2d half (16-19) 
Carmen's Argentine 
Harrington Sis 
2 Daveys 
Florrie Lavere 
Chas Slim Timblin 
St Clatre Sis Co 

Ist half (20-22) 
Dues & Collins 
Oxford 4 
Lei Lane Co 
Clifton & DeRex 
3 Arnims 
(One to fill) 

2d half (23-26) 
Ernest Hiatt 
Shean & Cantor 
Gorson’s Dogs 
Land of Clowns 
Wilson & Godfrey 
Nixon & Sands 


DETROIT, MICH. 
Temple (13) 


Brown & LaHart 
Trout & Heff 
Keno Keyes Rev 


THIS WEEK 


ROBBINS TRIO 
Loew's State, Cleveland 
MECHAN AND SHANNON 


Corona and 


Ridgewood 


JOHN OLMS CO. 
Ridgewood and Academy 


Direction 


CHAS. J. FITZPATRICK 


160 West 46th Street. 


New York 


Reynolds & Clark 
Brady & Wells 
BUTLER, PA, 
Majestic 
2a half (16-19) 
Heller & Lorraine 
(Others to fill) 
CAMDEN, N. J. 
Tower's 
2a half (16-19) 
Fitch’s Minstrels 
(Others to fill) 
CANTON, O. 
Palace 
2a half (16-19) 
Nick Hufford 
Weaver Bros 
Lester & Lamont 


Eileen & Marjorie 
Leo’s Co 


C’RL’ST’N, W. VA. 


Kearse 
2a half (16-19) 
Suite 16 


Homer Romain 
C’sp’r & Morrissey 
Ruth Sis & Moore 
(One to fill) 


CHARLOTTE, N.C. 
New Broadway 
2d half (16-19) 

Lewis Stone 

Jenks & Ann 

Shamr’ks & Tulips 

Cherie & Mathews 

Broadway 3 


CINCINNATI, O. 
Albee (13) 


Bobby Adams 
Vanessi 

Edwin George 
Nixon & Sands 
(One to fill) 


Palace (13) 
Parisienne Art 
Covington & Kent 
Berrens & Fifi 
Weir's Elephants 
Herbert Faye Co 
De Mayo & Moore 
Fisher & Gilmore 

(20) 

Chas Limblin 
Jerome & Ryan 
Levenberg Sis & N 
Clarence Downey 
Inglis & Davis 
Allen & Canfield 
Sid Marion Co 


CL’KSB’G, W. VA. 
Robinson Grand 


2d half (16-19) 
Record Boys 
Dorothy Byton 
C & R Filagier 
Della O'Dell 
(One to fill) 


CLEVELAND, O. 
105th St. (13) 


Cosmopolitan 4 


Nick Lucas 
Rhythm Roamers 
(20) 


4 of Us 
Ann Codee’s Rev 
(Three to fill) 


Uptown 
2d half (16-19) 

Galla-Rini 
Hill & Margie 
Dainty Marie 
Inglis & Davis 
Tillis & LaRue 
(One to fill) 


DUNKIRK, N. Y. 
Capitol 
2d half (16-18) 


Hawthorne & Cook 
(Others to fill) 


EASTON, PA. 
Keith’s 

2d half (16-19) 

Battery to Bronx 


Sylvester & Vance 
(Three to fill) 


ELIZABETH, N.Jd. 
City 
2d half (16-19) 


Peter 

Kelly & Jackson 
Mason & Dixon 
Chain & Archer 
(One to fill) 


ELMIRA, N. Y. 
Majestic 

2d half (16-18) 
California Orch 
Homer Lind 
Hawthorne & Cook 
Pam & P Garvin 
Ed & Lee Travers 


ERIE, PA, 

Erie (13) 
Cooper & Clifton 
Vaughn Comfort 
Grindell & Esther 
Brown Derby Orch 
(One to fill) 

(20) 

Rose & Thorn 
Will Wards 
Miller Sis Rev 
Wilton & Weber 
(One to fill) 


FAIRM’NT, W. VA. 
Fairmont 
2d half (16-19) 
Texas 4 
At4pm 
Micareme 
Celina’s Cir 
Will & Iva Holmes 
GERM‘NT’WN, PA. 
Orpheum 
2d half (16-19) 
Shelton Brooks 
Monologist 
Lew Ross 
Emmett & King 
(One to fill) 


YOUR INCOME TAX REPORT IS DUE 
March 15 


Expert 
MANNING 


Assistance 


KRAMER 


Accountant and Auditor 


1560 
Phone 


Broadway, 


Room 1110 


Bryant 1626 


Wahl & Walters 
Wm A Kennedy 
Homer Dickinson 
Whirl of Splendor 
(20) 

Herbert Fray Co 
Frank Evers Co 
Vaughn Comfort 
Babe Egan Rev 
Florrie LaVere 


Palace (13) 


Clarence Downey 
Four of Us 
Rosita & Ramon 
Orth & Cody 
Flo Vernon 
Ann Codee Rev 
(20) 
Zesser & 
Galla-Rini Sis 
Flo Lewis Co 
Geo Dormonde Co 
Florentine Choir 
Hooper & Gakett 


COLUMBUS, O. 
Keith's 
2d half (16-19) 


Pioneer Co 
Felovis 


GLENS F’LS, N.Y. 
Rialto 

24 half (16-19) 
Ewing Eaton 
Joyner & Foster 
Omer Huberts 
Hamilton Sis & F 
(One to fill) 


GL’V’RSV’'LE, N.Y. 
Glove 
2d half (16-19) 


Rose’s Midgets 
(Others to fill) 


G’D R’P’DS, MICH, 
Ramona Park 
2d half (16-19) 

JI & J Gibson 

Kramer & Pauline 

Quixy 4 

Guy Voyer 

Uncle Bob 

Mme Hermann 
Ist half (20-22) 

Patricola 

Fellis & TaRue 

Allen & Marjorie 

Val Harris Co 


(Continued on page 62) 
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‘into my pocket. It was gone. 


VARIETY 


TIMES SQUARE 


THE 


Neil Kingsley’s Beautiful Chewers 


Neil Kingsley, of the dramatic department of the New York “Sun,” a 
friend of the Cheese Clubbers, is again on Broadway, after away for two 
weeks. Friends were about to report his disappearance when suddenly 
he appeared. Attired in an English tweed suit, a large sized bowler, 
black low shoes and fawn spats. Kingsley bears a great likeness to 
Mayor Jimmy Walker, only taller. He reluctantly consented to tell where 
he had been. 

“Fellows you don’t know the half of it,” said the giant of the dramatic 
Gepartment. “Recently I had a temporary bridge installed. I had been 
dining and cabareting with some boys of the Cheese Club. The artificial 
chewers gave me great pain. I placed them in my overcoat pocket to 
ease up my mouth. As I started home I thought of my bridge. I dug 
I don’t know whether they chewed their 
way out or were stolen. 

“How could I face friends with the loss of the beautiful crockery. I 
remained a prisoner home while the dentist made me a new bridge. Dis- 
heartened and glum I decided to phone a friend that might have an extra 
bridge. 

“This pal of mine, Gene Graf, a man of many bridges, cried when he 
heard that I had made myself an anchorite for a few molars, 

“ ‘Neil,’ said Graf, ‘I have a box with several bridges. You can take 
your pick.’ I hurried to Gene’s home in Astoria and their selected the 
bridge I am now wearing until ‘Doc’ gets mine finished. They ought to 
give medals to men like Gene,” said the stalwart Neil, concluding his 
narative. 


Framing P. A. Run Ragged 


At lunch yesterday in Sardi’s the boys framed Irwin S. Strouse, the 
Casa Lopez press agent, something pretty, enlisting Ralph T. Kettering, 
the playwright, as a pseudo-detective to “pinch” Strouse on a head- 
quarters complaint of disseminating false publicity in the Mile. Simone 
Roseray “suicfde” in Central Park Lake. The intention originally was 
to get a friendly cop, but the unie was feared would attract attention and 
Kettering was impressed into service, but the pseudo-dick doing great 
straight with a cocked derby and a hard pan to fit the scene. Strouse 
went for it, considering the good-natured ragging the gang subjected 
him to following the p. a.’s insistence that the Casa Lopez dancer's 
suicide was on the up-and-up. 

Strouse accompanied the “dick’’ outside for half a block and then 
decided on a ruse, insisting he was not Strouse, returning to Sardi’s and 
pointing out Walter Kingsley as the wanted man. 


Break tor Stenog 


Poor stenog! Working in a Times Square newspaper office. Her dear 
old dad dies. She has to scrape for the $225 funeral expenses. She 
confides timidly to a friend that her old man, who was a very light 
drinker, had left “some” liquor, and she, teetotaler, would like to sell it. 
Friend goes up to see. All he finds is 19 cases of “Old Pebbleford,” 
which, even before the war, was worth twice as much as ordinary 
Bourbon, and any Bourbon is now priceless, because practically extinct. 
He brings a thirsty connoisseur up to the little Harlem flat. Said T. C. 
offers $2,500 sight unseen. She opens one bottle, he gets a little on his 
tongue, calls his limo and walks out with the lot—for $3,600! 


Talked Millions While Hungry 


They were discussing the Mrs. E. S. Harkness record inheritance of 
$90,000,000 or thereabouts, and the manner in which her husband’s 
Standard Oil holdings and other securities doubled within a year. 

The guy who brought it up with consummate financial erudition, 
further expounded on the details and how Mrs. Harkness might have 
had more but for the $33,000,000 she had given away in benefactions. 

In kidding someone asked him if he had the price of his lunch and 
he admitted that he was going to wish the check on somebody else for 
gust that reason. 


Putting on the “Bee”—Quick 

They’re not taking any chances at the Hotel Manger. The bill clerk 
Dills all guests after three days, regardless of how much baggage or how 
often the guest has stopped at the hotel. 

The new system has been in vogue for some time and has resulted in 
a number of check-outs by indignant guests awakened early in the morn- 
ing by the bill clerk. The hotel is doing business and appears in- 
different to the manner in which guests accept the three-day request for 
pettlement. 


Percy Johnson’s Cane Collection 

Percy Johnson, president of the Chemical Bank, whose pet hobby ts 
eolllecting canes, received a promise from Charlie Chaplin for his 
original cane, on exhibition in Gimbel’s department store. The cane, 
with the rest of Charlie’s original costume, was shipped back to Holly- 
wood before the gift was known. 

When Johnson finally gets it, the Chaplin cane will become a com- 
panion to sticks once carried by the Prince of Wales and other celeba 


Hickman as Bus Boy 


William Edward Hickman, former theatre usher, musician and jack 
of all trades, on trial for the murder of 11-year-old Marian Parker, was 
employed as a biscuit passer and bus boy in Muller’s Coffee Shop, 
known as the official theatrical eating house in downtown Los Angeles. 

Hickman worked on the night shift for about three months and was 
well known to local actors. At various times he helped out with the 
midnight musical entertainment supplied by volunteer talent. 


A Dumbell on the Level 

In the lobby of a theatre housing a new hit. A man with a top hat 
presented an agency slip to the porter. The slip called for two reserved 
seats. The porter called out: “Tickets for Mr. Dumbell.” That was his 
monicker. 

The treasurer bawied out the porter, saying “get away from here, ’m 
too busy.” The high hatted chap got peeved; “I want those tickets. 
Dumbell is my name and I don’t see anything funny about it.” 


Osterman Squares It 

Jack Osterman thought he’d square the many parties he has crashed 
with a little shindig of his own which started Saturday night and ran 
until unconscious, i, e. until Osterman had to m. c. at the Winter Garden 
Sunday night. 

Osterman printed special menus a la nite club, called his suite Oster- 
man’s Dive, captioned the joint with comedy and near-comedy placards, 
including some choice ’phone numbers, and added to the atmosphere by 
the tables and chairs Nicky Blair sent over. 


. A Fast Clock on a Swift Street 
Some day all four faces of the Paramount tower clock will read the 
game or vary only within a few minutes of one another, rather than by 
the hour and half hour. It was 3:30 Friday aft by the north clock and 
8 sharp on the east face. Facing Broadway at any time is a swift 
proposition, with the clock probably seeing plenty. 


Cheesers and Their Gag 


Harry Hershfield resigned as pres. of the Cheese Club which lunches 


Gaily at Sardi’s and Walter Winchell was “voted” the new chief, where- 


upon Kingsley took up his eating abode in a corner remote from the 
gathering. With the gag, an ill-inspired practical joke reflecting on Major 
Edwin Bowes of the Capitol because of Kingsley’s reputed “election” has 


Only a Tab 


“Daily News” some time ago 
sent a young man down to 
Palm Beach to report society 
news. 

He is still reporting it—un- 
der the name of Nancy Ran- 
dolph. 


JANE O’ROARK’S RUBBERS 


Russek’s Withdraws Warrant on 
Bouncer for Fur Coat 


Magistrate August Dreyer in 
West Side Court permitted repre- 
sentatives of Russek’s department 
store, 390 5th avenue, to withdraw 
a warrant issued against Jane 
O’Roark, charging her with grand 
larceny. Miss O’Roark owned a 
night club in West 5ist street near 
7th avenue, the police said. 


Nov. 21 Robert Casper, detective 
for the department store, appeared 
before Magistrate Dreyer and asked 
for a warrant for the O’Roark 
woman’s arrest. He signed an affi- 
davit stating that on Sept. 28 the 
woman went to Russek’s and pur- 
chased a fur coat valued at $110, on 
which she left a $10 deposit. 


It was agreed that the coat was 
to be delivered the following day 
when the balance would be paid. 
The affidavit said that on Sept. 29 
the coat was delivered and the 
woman gave a check in payment. 
The store sent the check to the 
bank and, the affidavit stated, it 
was returned marked “payment 
stopped.” 

When the department store was 
unable to satisfy its claim or se- 
cure the merchandise they sent 
Casper to court to make application 
for the warrant. Friday he ex- 
plained restitution had been made 
and asked permission to withdraw 
it. Magistrate Dreyer agreed and 
the proceedings were dismissed. 
Miss O’Roark was not in court and 
it was announced that service of 
the process was never made. 
Attached to Casper's affidavit 
were papers signed by representa- 
tives of three other department 
stores. Howard Brower, detective 
at Gimbel’s, stated that June 1 last 
the woman had received merchan- 
dise amounting to $211. Another 
was signed Eugene Orth, detective 
for Stern Brothers. This was to the 
effect that Miss O’Roark obtained 
goods valued at $20 July 1, and the 
check she tendered was returned 
marked “account closed.” 

The third was signed by Thomas 
F. Marron, detective for Saks’, stat- 
ing that on Sept. 30 merchandise 
valued at $93 was obtained and the 
check tendered returned from the 
bank with payment stopped. 

The three additional statements 
were made in the form of corrobo- 
rating affidavits. 


Leo Stevens, independent agent, 
is now associated with the vaude 
agency of Eli M. Daws6n, 


Wednesday, February 15, 1928 


(IN CHICAGO) 


Inviting Uncle Sam 

Current ad copy of Bill Mansbach’s Hollywood Barn, one of the cafeg 
included in the recent Federal raid, reads: 

“The Hollywood Barn has always been loyal to Uncle Sam and we want 
Uncle Sam to know us better, because—when he does—we know that 
Uncle Sam will say that the Hollywood Barn is America’s best cafe, with 
the best of food and the best of entertainment.” 


Bootlegging Stockings 

For some time stocking peddlers have been canvassing the Woods 
theatre building. Stenographers in that building have been buying them, 

Recently the building issued an order prohibiting canvassing. Now 
the sock purveyors come armed with brief cases, looking very much like 
respectable booking agents. They smuggle in the silken hose and walk 
out with the stenogs’ long greens. 

Milady must be served! 


Laying Off Hi-Li 

Jai Lai (Hi-Li) is no panic in Chicago. Of 18 pari-mutuel cashiers 
at the Rainbow Gardens (cafe) where the Spanish game has been play- 
ing but five remain. The Loophounds can’t understand it, since there is 
plenty of horse and dog racing in the burg. About 150 days of horse 
racing during the year. 

Many who watch Hi-Li can’t keep away from the impression there 
are too many possible strings and wraps to it. Also that the mutuel 
box might be cleaned at anytime if the strings are property worked. 
Some towns have gone very strong for it, maybe figuring you can’t lose 
much if only betting $2, like that only wheel in town, but braced, that 
they tell about Peoria. 


The Loop portion of State street has acquired its first touch of Coney 
Island. What formerly was the State street entrance to the Randolph 
theatre was converted some time ago into something like a penny 
arcade. There are automatic photographing machines, a weight guesser, 
three guys who teach you all about a guitar in five minutes, a picture 
framing department, a silhouette artist, and a handsome chap who will 
stamp your name on almost anything for two bits. 


Edible apples in juggling acts have their sorrows! A juggling duo 
played the Academy, situated in Chicago’s “bowery.” It has a 90 per 
cent male audience, 89 per cent ef which is foreign. They took the date 
for three days at $25. In the act the boys throw apples into the audience, 
and request the audience to throw them back to be caught on a fork. 
The team filled the engagement and several months or so later were 
booked for a return engagement. They refused the date at the same 
money and were called on the booking floor for an explanation. “Well” 
they said, “We can’t afford to play that house, they eat our apples and 
refuse to return any of ’em.” 

The act got a $ raise. 


Chicago now has 15 masters of ceremonies and stage band leaders in 
picture houses. ‘They include Paul Ash (Oriental); Verne Buck (Sheri- 
dan); Fess Williams (Regal); Roy Detrich (Avalon); Al Short (Capitol); 
Ted Leary and Maurie Hillblom (Stratford); Jules Buffano (Chicago); 
Al Kvale (Norshore); Bennie Krueger and Frankie Masters (Tivoli- 
Uptown); Bennie Meroff and Charles Kaley (Granada-Marbro); Mark 
Fisher and Al Belasco (Harding-Senate), and Joe Kayser (Diversey). 


Getting Action in the Loop 

A Chi boy, who has had his tiffs and scrapes with the law, was escort- 
ing a New York showman around the Loop. Noticing some coppers in 
front of the Capitol building he grabbed the New Yorker’s arm and edged 
his way through the crowd. “We'll see what this is all about,” he said 
authoritatively. ‘“T’ll give you a little lowdown on the town.” 

Seems there were a couple of holdup men in the building and Detective 
Wm. Schoemaker, standing outside, recognized the boy who had a 
tendency to get in scrapes. “Well, well,” he said, “look who’s here.” 
So the Chi boy was led off to the hoosegow, where he waited four hours 
for the New Yorker to bail him out. 

See Chicago first. 


Theatre marquees, housing numerous nifties through limited word 
space, have been unusually wise-cracking in Chicago of late. A new 
Orpheum Jr. announced its vaude-film bill as “Orpheum Presents Five 
Big Acts of Vaudeville ‘Slightly Used’.”. Another vaude theatre billed 


“Leatrice Joy ‘Changing Husbands’,” with Godfrey Band. And Watson 
Sisters—“Women Who Give.” 
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appearance, giving a Sunday night 
houses. 


English and Yiddish, 


shops or shoe shine parlors on the 


playing to good grosses, 


a touch. 
the rest of the building, of which 
wreckers, 


Fountain pen desk sets are being 
by a bank on Eighth avenue, 


some of the boys incensed, since Bowes, as first vice-president, would 
automatically become president to succeed the resigned Hershfield. 


Restaurant’s Fishing Tank 
A 26 foot tank, four feet high and three feet wide, will be the centre 
of attraction in the new Hotel President restaurant for the purpose of 


other fresh water fish for immediate preparation. 

Joe Freeman returns to the Square as an all-night restaurateur with 
the President venture, having been restricted for five years when selling 
his Freeman's landmark on Seventh avenue to Gertner’s. 
fined himself to kitchen operations in the metropolitan nite clubs. 


Molly Picon, Uptown, 2 Ways 
Molly Picon, Yiddish musical comedy star, is soon to make an uptown 


Date and management have not been decided. She will do her stuff in 


Big Money—Many Touches 
When reports of big money pass around in Times Square it’s usually 
followed by touching requests. This is said to be one of the causes de- 
ciding 'B. S. Moss to blow away for a whila He was recently reported 
receiving $3,000,000 in cash from Keith-Albee, 


Bootlegging shaves and shines is a new industry for Times Square 
on Sundays since the new regulation prohibiting operation of barber 


letting offices on Sundays with the tariff for shaves ranging from 60 
cents to $1 and shines 26 cents. Several places operating have been 


Getting away from the usual pencil racket a blind beggar has been 
observed around the square crossing and re-crossing intersections. Some 
one always helps him across and the same beggar gets an opening for 


On 47th street a small dairy lunch continues in full operation with 


Daly’s billiard hall is giving free lectures on the fine points of the game. 


BOTTLE BABIES DISMISSED 


Four Men Were Rummying It on 
47th St., Said Cops 


Lack of evidence freed seven men 
arrested in front of the exit of the 
Palace theatre on West 47th street. 
The raid was conducted by Detec- 
tives John (Darby) Owens and Carl 
Heiden of Captain Edward Len- 
non’s staff. The men were taken in 
a patrol wagon to the West 47th 
street station. 

Charged with disorderly conduct 
they gave their names as Tom 
McCann, 27, 97 Third avenue; John 
Brady, 31, 369 West 50th street; 
Chris Waldman, 27, 15 Sherman 
avenue; Robt. McInness, 26, 2151 
Washington avenue; Joe Varnesh, 
22, 5819 Spruce street, Philadelphia; 
William Hildreth, 34, 67 Orchard 
street, Newark, and William Ford, 
23, 540 West 47th street. 

The sileuths told Magistrate 
Renaud that the defendants were 
sipping rum from a bottle. They 
said many complaints had been re- 
ceived by Captain Lennon about the 
actions of the men. 

The defendants denied the charge. 
They all had different excuses. 


who can catch their own trout and 


Freeman con- 


recital at one of the Times Square 


Sabbath. The bootleggers are sub- 


WALTER BENNETT’S BAD FALL 


Walter Bennett, 44, member of 
the Thespian club, 51st street, fell 
backward while cleaning a window, 
struck his head and was rushed te 
a hospital, believed suffering from 
a fractured skull. 

Accident happened about noon 
yesterday (Tuesday). 
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Two letters within the week from 
two youngish writers with am- 
pitions. One of 20 writes from near 
Woonsocket. Another of 19 ques- 
tions from San Antonio. 

Says the Rhode Islander, “It is 
discouraging here! I have no 
money; no friends; and no one 
seems to understand me—although 
my family is marvellous to me— 
put being horridly poor can not help 
me a whit. I haven’t even a trade, 
having spent all my life trying to 
write. 

“What I am headaching about is 
this: would you advise me to try 
Greenwich Village? I would have 
board for about two weeks! There 
aren’t words to tell you how hope- 
less things are for me here! Any- 
one, in Woonsocket, who _ tries 
poetry is considered definitely ‘off!’ 
I can’t hold on to this dump much 
longer.” 

And from the Alamo comes this, 
“Thus far my literary printings 
total exactly one—a verse in “The 
New Yorker’ last August for which 
I received $12. If I leave, all I can 
bring of any material value will be 
$100 and a typewriter. Would I 
gain or lose by breaking away from 
things academic and having a year, 
at least, of freedom?” 

They will come—eventully, if not 
now. One such lives now in a base- 
ment on Bedford street where the 
monthly rent is less than a decent 
tip for the head waiter of a night 
club. Another has two rooms in an 
Italian tenement on 11th street, 
happy there with his wife and child, 
and they live on less than 10 ber- 
ries a week. 

A Story 

Now that pseudo-intellectuality 
has finally broken into the columns 
of Variety, I would keep its fall a 
rolling. However, highbrows, don’t 
take this praemunire prestidigita- 
tion too literally—prognosticate. It 
is merely a hook upon which I 
would hang a story, albeit a long 
and penetrating one. 

One of our Village newsdealers 
was animatedly discussing with 
several neighborhood visitors one 
early hour last week the so-called 
eugenic baby and its picture in the 
tab that reflects. The argumentation 
was so intense that the dealer, the 
plumber’s wife, tailor’s daughter 
and bootlegger’s widow failed to 
notice my friend, Mary, when she 
came in for envelopes. 

Mary is an intellectual, proofread- 
er by chance and writer of lyrics 
by choice, The pseud¢s noticed her 
and with ont breath called out, 
“What do you think of the eugenic 
baby?” But Mary, being one her- 
self, preferred not to opionate. 

Newsdealer, however, insisted and 
followed her to the envelope coun- 
ter. With a hungry-for-knowledge 
smile the poor pseudo approached 
her. “Mary,” he faltered, ‘What 
does it mean, eugenic?” 

Even “The Times” might make 
merry over that. And I tell this 
timely true story lest someone 
might believe that our Latin quar- 
ter’s inhabitants are all walking 
lexicons, 

Atmosphere 

Atmosphere just is, that’s all. It 
is a characteristic of evrything and 
yet can not easily be created. It 
develops, permeates, controls, 
exudes and identifies. But you can’t 
make it like you do batiks, hot bis- 
cuits or incubators. 

And that is why most shops and 
tea rooms anywhere in general and 
our Village in particular fail to be 
anything else but the mere com- 
mercial places they are. Often the 
loss of a temperamental waitress or 
the addition of a player-piano or 
fresh paint or cleaned windows kills 
the atmosphere of a joint. 

The needy and greedy business 
folks make odd and ridiculous at- 
tempts to create atmosphere by 
bizarre decorations, plain dirt, and 
exhibitions of intolerable lewdness 
or laziness, 

Compare, if you can, the calm 
colors, the simple effectiveness of 
decorations and the sincere service 
of William and Mary’s Coffee House 
on University place with the bad 
Paintings, the exaggerated candle- 
Sticks, the professional waitresses, 
the puritanical posers, the prying 
Slummers of any of a dozen strug- 
gling-for business restaurants else- 
where in the district. 

Compare the noisy night clubs 
8nd speakeasies an@ remodelled 
Brevoort with the secretive Ivory 
net. the calm and aging Mad 

atter, the quiet Little Quakeress. 


Compare anything real, radiating, 
stimulating, simple and inspiring 
with something crude, bizarre, 
fetching, foolish, stupid, dulling and 
damning. If you can do this hon- 
estly and accurately you have a 
sense and an understanding of at- 
mosphere, 


Panhandlers 

Panhandlers are such ingenious 
and persistent people that I won- 
der at times that they don’t make 
an honest living. A corpulent Ger- 
man approached me on W. 8th 
street the other night as I was wait- 
ing on the sidewalk for the rest of 
me. His hand was bandaged and 
he was about to tell me all about it. 

“Look here, pal,” I interrupted as 
I recognized the old timer, “I’m 
working this side of the street. Try 
the other side and give me a 
chance.” 


He answered me ip apologetic 
German and passed on a few steps, 
only to plant himself in front of 
Alice McCollister’s entrance, know- 
ing that delicate and refined peo- 
ple dine there. Plastered to the 
door he peered in with a lean and 
hungry look until cash customers 
arrived. 


Three ladies could not reach the 
latch because of his premeditated 
blockade, They eventually begged 
the bum’s pardon for asking him 
to stand aside. This gave him a 
chance to raise his bandaged hand 
and ask for aid. It did me good to 
see them pass him by, but the beg- 
gar stepped back to his spot to nab 
the next ones. 

He has better luck when guests 
come out and shove the door in 
his face. They do not know his 
racket and gladly add coins to 
apologies to soothe the invited in- 
jury. 


One Man Indicted for 
Jewelry Store Hold-Up 


Saverio Ravalli, 32, 1269 39th 
street, Brooklyn, was brought to 
General Sessions Court to plead to 
an indictment charging him with 
robbery in the first degree. Ravalli 
was indicted by the Grand Jury 
following identification by Samuel 
Feingold, manager of the Common- 
wealth Loan Co., 1675 Broadway. 

Jan. 17, two men, armed with re- 
volvers, entered the loan office near 
52nd street, forcing Feingold and 
a clerk to the rear of the store. 
While one stood guard the other 
emptied the various compartments 
of the safe of jewelry valued at 
$50,000. Feingold, who made an ef- 
fort to answer the phone when it 
rang, was struck over the head with 
the butt of a revolver, inflicting a 
severe scalp wound. 

Several days ago Detectives Win- 
berry and Opperman, West 20th 
street station, received a tip that 
Ravalli was one of the men impli- 
cated in the robbery. They went 
to 34th street and 8th avenue. When 
Ravalli appeared they arrested him. 
He denied all knowledge but when 
brought before Feingold, *the man- 
ager had no hesitancy in identify- 
ing him. Ravalli has been arrested 
several times and served two and 
a half to five years in Sing Sing. 

Detectives said they knew the 
other man and expect to have him 
in custody within a short time. 
None of the stolen jewelry has been 
recovered. 


Evelyn Donnelly Lenient 


Stating that she had no desire to 
prosecute, Evelyn Donnelly, actress, 
of 171 Riverside drive, withdrew 
her complaint against Joseph Mc- 
Cann, 3, counterman, of 348 West 
58th street, and Rudolph Greenhaus, 
22, counterman, of 143 East 43rd 
street, The pair.were arrested 
charged with the theft of Miss Don- 
nelly’s Chrysler coupe, valued at 
$1,500. 

The police stated that the defends 
ants told them they thought they 
knew the owner of the car and felt 
no objection would be offered if 
they took a “joy hop!” 

In West Side Court Miss Donnelly 
told assistant district attorney Gene 
McAuliffe she was reluctant to 
prosecute believing the defendant’s 
story. Magistrate H. Stanley Renaud 
permitted the withdrawal. 


Tom Patricola and his sister, 
Miss Patricola, threaten to build an 
apartment house as the nucleus of 
a new theatrical colony at Atlantic 
Beach, Long Island development on 
the South shore 


Village Losing Semis 


Semi-professional groups of 
the Greenwich Village section 
are gradually dying out since 
the slummer trade has been 
off down there and with two 
folding up. The passouts are 
Commerce Theatre Guild and 
Barrow Street Players. 

Both groups had their own 
experimental theatre in the 

, Vilage and even with small 
capacity could not turn a 
. profit lately. 


PAPERS 
LOPEZ OVER 
FAKE SUICIDE 


Roseray’s Lake Dip 
Brings Complications— 
Hits All Front Pages 


The Mme. Simone Roseray (Rose- 
ray and Capella) attempted “sui- 
cide’ in a Central Park lake early 
Sunday morning was one of the 
best framed publicity stunts of this 
nature ever put over, The dailies, 


after falling hard and generously 
for the stunt, are plenty peeved at 
Vincent Lopez who is the innocent 
victim of an over-zealous publicity, 
man, and whom they are going after 
in retaliation for what the news- 
papers think is the third of a series 
of similar “pipe” press stunts. 

Several of yesterday’s (Tues- 
day) dailles exposed the phony 
suicide, although it had a serious 
aftermath since the foreign dancer 
was ill from exposure contracted as 
@ result of the overlong immersion 
in the park lake, 

The stunt was Ingeniously primed. 
The “rescuer,” Thomas Moore, 25, a 
security company investigator of 
22 Post avenue, New York, is said 
to be a brother of Joe Moore, the 
amateur ice skating champion, who 
is Lopez’s most intimate pal and 
buddy. Moore “happened” ta be in 
the vicinity of the suicide attempt. 

The stunt is ascribed to Irwin 8. 
Strouse, publicity purveyor for the 
Casa Lopez at which nite club 
Roseray and Capella opened last 
Monday. 


Lopez ig the butt of the news- 
papermen’s ire, who recall two pre- 
vious sensational press stunts. One 
involved Lora Sonderson, whose 
diamond ring he was alleged to 
have kept, or in whose presence the 
showgirl lost it, and last month the 
phony Jack Osterman assault on 
Betty Randolph story broke, 

Gene Geiger’s, business manager 
for Lopez, chief concern of the 
moment, expressed complete sur- 
prise, was over the dancer. 


Casa Lopez has had an up-and- 
down season, doing but mildly at 
best. The Roseray and Capella 
booking was the last stand for a 
make-or-break and Strouse, the 
Pp. a., evidently was working under 
the knowledge that a phony suicide 
is no longer a statutory misdemean- 
or, although subject to official 
scoring and beaucoup publicity. 


Another stunt, said to have been 
called off by Miss Roseray at the 
opening, called for her losing the 
abdominal tunic which would have 
left her absolutely nude, As it was, 
the opening number was an extreme 
in undress. 

To the Times Squarites the fun- 
niest part of the frame was the 
dailies printing it first without in- 
vestigation and squawking after- 
wards, 

Tabs’ idea 

Curiously enough the_ tabloid 
sheets al) qualified their accounts of 
the suicide story with the interpola- 
tion that if it were a publicity stunt 
it had all the pathos and realism 
of a true occurrence, The regula- 
tion dailies, including the most con- 
servative, fell for it head over heels. 

Strouse pulled a nifty and timed 
it psychologically for a Monday 
a. m. breaking, doubly insuring the 
possibilities because of the Monday 
observance of Lincoln’s birthday, 


Not Partner’s Mother 


A report persisted along Times 


Square that Mile. Roseray was the 
mother of her dance partner, Jacques 


«Continued on pege 61) 


PALM BEACH 


Palm Beach, Feb. 11. 

The Kiwanis benefit perform- 
ance to be given here next Tuesday 
in aid of the fund for under- 
nourished babies is expected to ex- 
ceed the success of last season's 
show. Tickets will cost $25 each, 
regardless of location. 

Several stars have been recruited 
from New York to join the players 
already arranged for. Among them 
are two Friars, William Collier and 
Bugs Baer, coming down especially 
for the show. Collier accepted the 
invitation, saying: ‘I've played 
them all, but this is the first long- 
distance benefit that ever got me.” 

Joe Leblang, who was in New 
York last week to secure additional 
talent, stated that those interested 
in putting the show across were “a 
lot of New York Palm Beachites.” 
Also on the committee are Sam H. 
Harris and Arthur Hammerstein. 


All hotels are doing well and the 
season which reaches its height 
about Washington's Birthday looks 
like a hummer, Royal Poinciana 
yesterday held over 1,000 guests 
with accommedations for about 1,- 
200. 

An indication of the business 
done by the East Coast hotels here 
may be obtained from the follow- 
ing: Rates at the Breakers and 
Poinciana average $20 a day, single, 
American plan; double, $30. 

Both golf courses here are owned 
by the hote] system and others than 
those registered at their hotels have 


a tough time tesing off. Hotels in-« 
sist their guests be taken care of 
first. Same situation applies to the 
Breakers Casino, guests of other 
hotels here offering as much as $150 
for bath house facilities that costs 
Breakers, Whitehall and Poinciana 
guests $50 for the season, 


Despite a federal raid, John and 
Christo have a winner in the 
Venetian Garden, the room holding 
capacity several times after the 
prohibition forces invaded the place. 
After it was learned no padlock was 
contemplated things were pepped 
up and over 100 were turned away 
Wednesday night, which Ralph 
Wonders, master of ceremonies, had 
designated as “Night in Bagdad.” 
Total cost of the special night was 
$23.50 for wires and decorations, 
Out of the red this early. 


Lou Schwartz, of the Club Riche 
mond, New York, here, and said 
to be looking for a spot for next 
season. 


Miller and Farrell were booked 
into the Embassy Club, Miami, by 
Harry Rosenthal, who also 
handling their business for after- 
noon parties in Palm Beach, Rosen- 
thal and Irving Caesar, who arrived 
here this week, are engaged in writ- 
ing the music and lyrics for “Sweet 
Marie,” musical comedy version of 
the “Butter and Egg. Man,” the 


(Continued on page 45) 


Variety lends the judgment of 
entertainments denoted. 


York and Comment.” 


Capitol—“Rose- Marie.” 


feature). 


“Sunrise” imba 
“Love” (Gilbert-Garbo) 


augment “those three boys.” 
dance music, 


Barney, in Greenwich Village. 


The Little Club has a fast show. 


with turnaway business. 


warbling hig ballads at the Salon 
co-star. 


skin revue. 


No slight. or blight is intended for those unmentioned. 
of Variety’s compilation only as‘a handy reference. 
PLAYS ON BROADWAY - 
Current Broadway legitimate attractions are complete! 
commented upon weekly in Variety under the heading: “Shows in New 


Colony—“Hunchback of Notre Dame” 


BROADWAY GUIDE 


(Changes Weekly) 


For show people, as well as laymen, this Guide*to general amusements 
in New York will be published weekly in response to repeated 
It may serve the out-of-towner as a time-saver in selection. 
its expert guidance in the various 


requests. 


The lists are 


listed and 


In that department, both in the comment and the actual amount of 
the gross receipts of each show, will be found the necessary information 
as to the most successful plays, also the scale of admission charged. 

EW FEATURE PICTURES OF WEEK 


(return booking of Chaney - 


Paramount—“Sporting Goods” (Dix). 

Rialto—“The Last Command” (Jannings) (run). 
Rivoli—“Sadie Thompson” (Swanson) (run). 
Strand—‘Patent Leather Kid” (Barthelmess) (second week). 
Roxy—"That’s My Daddy” (Denny). 


NEW SPECIAL FEATURES WORTH SEEING 
“Simba” “Wings” 
“Four Sons” 


“Jazz Singer” (Al Jolson) 
“Drums of Love” 


NIGHT LIFE 
The Parody, with the inimitable Clayton, Jackson and Durante as the 
features, is recommended at all times. Parody also has a girlie show te 


Vincent Lopez’s Casa Lopez must be “made,” if only for the Lopes 
Roseray and Capella, new dance sensations at Casa. For 
a change of pace and a Bohemian atmosphere, don’t miss the Club 


The hotels like the Roosevelt (Ben Bernie) and Pennsylvania (Johnny 
Johnson) should not be overlooked for relief purposes for straight dining 
and dancing purposes, before or after theatre. 

Ambassadeurs, former Le Perroquet, 
is a roomy cafe, with ritzy black-an-tan show. 

George Olsen at the Club Richman is the sensation of the night chiuba, 


The class spots are the Montmartre and Lido, the latter with the 
unique Fowler and Tamara as the dance features. 

Van and Schenck are strong at the Silver Slipper, with an excellent 
supporting show. The Everglades is faring mildly; 
continuing its usual healthy trade, and the inimitable Benny Davis at 
the 54th St. Club always produces a fast entertainment. 

For a touch of Montmartre on Broadway, the unique Tommy Lyman, 


the Frivolity is 


Royal, now has Texas Guinan ag 


Up in Harlem the Cotton Club has a whale of a hotsy-totsy brown- 


Helen Morgan has reopened her new Chez Helen Morgan at the ola 
300 Club. Ernie Golden and his orchestra are now the features of the 
Knickerbocker Grill, where opened this week with a new show. 


; RECOMMENDED DISK RECORDS 

Victor No. 21166—Jean Goldkette and his ultra dance purveyors from 
Detroit offer “My Ohio Home” and “Here Comes the Show Boat,” brace 
ing fox-trots. Latter is replete with atmospheric color in arrangements, 
and the vocal interludes further distinguish the dance tunes. Goldkette 
always produces excellent dansapation, and these are corking samples 
of his style. 

Columbia No. 1197—Ralph Pollock, a Publix m. c. and stage band 
leader, has fox and waltz couplet in “An Old Guitar and an Old Refrain” 
en hy Should I Say That I’m Sorry?” Pollock personally contributes 

Brunswick No. 3678 and 3680—Introducing new organ soloists on discy 
manning a Kimball, and doing “Just a Memory” and “Dancing Tame 
bourine,” and “Blue Heaven” and “Are You Happy?” as the selections. 
Eddie Dunstedter is recording artist, heretofore unknown, but who will 
be heard from soon and often. 

Brunswick No. 3684—Numberg like “Blue Heaven” and “Among My 
Souvenirs” are made to order for Nick Lucas, the “crooning troubadour,” 
I a own guitar accompaniment and the piano assistance of Wiliam 

firges. 

Victor No. 21164—Tom Waring, tenor soloist of Waring’s Pennsyl- 
vanians, elevated to solo work and not as mere refrainist with dance 
recordings, does his stuff to the concert accempaniment of the band, 
“Away Down South in Heaven” and “A Shady Tree” are the selectiony 
a couple of choice ditties, 


RECOMMENDED SHEET MUSIC 
“Away Down South in Heaven” “lil Be Lonely” 
“Here Comes the Show Boat” “Changes” 
“Keep Sweeping the Cobwebs 


Off the Moon” 


“Let a Smile Be Your Umbrelle® 
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JOYS AND GLOOMS BROADWAY 


By N. T. G. 


We met Joseph Le Brix, who, with his partner, Costes, flew from 
France to America by way of the South Atlantic and South: America. 
Dagmar Godowsky, who knew the aviators in Paris, brought Le Brix 
to the Frivolity Club. After meeting Lindbergh, Ruth Elder and Brock 
and Schlee and listening to the inside story of their flights an evening’s 
conversation with the little Frenchman was a real delight. 

He was sort of cuckoo about our American girls. All visitors let 
loose a rave about our girls, but Le Brix happened to be on the level 
about it. About 10 surrounded him in a girl number. When they got 
through he had no tie and was smeared with lip stick. 

Second, our tall buildings. This is another bromide, but again it was 
on the level with him. He has one more rave, and that is our friends 
—Brock and Schlee. 

Sitting in a Broadway cafe surrounded by a girl show, he told of his 
admiration for these two gallants who hopped the Atlantic, made daily 
flights averaging 600 miles across Europe, India, part of Asia, and wound 
up in Japan. “The best flight yet,” said Costes, in. his broken English. 

The boys are in America absolutely without guidance. They know 
hardly anyone here, have made nothing out of their marvelous flight 
and. are undecided about the future. Whereas all other trans-oceanic 
flyers have written books, gone into vaudeville or in other ways made 
money, these boys haven't earned a cent and are constantly under a great 
expense. Le Brix requested us to act for them to the extent of arranging 
for an Amrican manager to handle their social and business affairs. 

Their plans are to fly across America by way of Cleveland, Detroit, 
where they want to meet Brock and Schlee, Chicago, St. Louis, Denver, 
Salt Lake City and San Francisco. They will then ship to Japan and 
fly home the rest of the way around the world, in an attempt to break 
the record of Brock and Schlee from England to Japan. We believe this 
is the first time their plans have been published, as they have given no 
interviews whatever in America, largely because they speak practically 
no English. 


Anastasia’s Press Agent 

The rumor is out that a famous international press agent, noted for 
the scale on which he pulls his press stuff, is behind the Princess 
Anastasia business. The why and wherefor of the hoax, if it is a hoax, 
is as yet unknown, but we're liable to hear about a picture any day now 
relating to the Russian royal family. 

Meantime, palming off this woman on the people of two continents 
costs practically nothing and has already won thousands of columns 
of newspaper space. Now the problem is to hook it up with a box office 
somewhere. It will happen any day now. 


Tex When Young 
Texas Guinan is wise cracking, as usual. 
Said Tex: 
“When I was your age I was a stage wait.” 


Dottie Justin is dancing. 


Walter O’Keefe’s Double Hit 
Walter O’Keefe, who played master of ceremonies for us in Loew’s 
Melba, Brooklyn, is getting a break. For some years he played around 
the night clubs for midget salaries but finally wrote the hit, “Since 
Henry Made a Lady Out of Lizzie,” which is cleaning up and making 
him important both ways. Always a good performer, he needed only 
@ song hit to call attention to himself. 


Every night at 10, on WHN, a representative of the “American” reads 
a brief summary of the news events. One night he was absent, and we 
did, it. 

The first item was an announcement of the death of Wallie McCutcheon. 
He was éne of our best friends, and best man at our wedding. 


Anatole’s Breaks 

Anatole Friedlander was playing a benefit for us for the revenue of- 
ficers at the Astor. 

Said Anatole: “I once had a night club, and the revenue officers closed 
me for six months. I leased it out and the revenue officers came and 
tore the insides out. Now they’re after me to pay income tax, I am 
happy to come here tonight to return the compliment.” 

It was a yell 


No Piking Insulter 
A cuckoo little kid of the cabarets was out singing when a drunk threw 
@ crumpled up bill at her. Indignant, she walked off the floor while the 
headwaiter bawled out the profligate. 
The singing kid peeked out from behind the curtains, spotted the bill 
and sent a buss boy to retreive it. It was a five, so she went back and 
finished the song. You can't insult this kid with $5. 


Frankie Conville Came Through 

While we were conducting amateur nights and opportunity contests in 
the Loew theatres some years ago there was one little fellow we could 
never get rid of. He was always there, trying, and nearly breaking his 
neck with his acrobatic dancing. He stuck around a year, playing bene- 
fits, clubs, amateur nights, anything he could get. We got htm a job 
one week for $40. Tickled to death. 

We hear he’s a tremendous single on the Orpheum time, singing, talk- 
tng, dancing, with a salary that’s a wow. His name is Frankie Conville. 


Knew His Wife 

A broker had just married a kid out of a chorus. He thought of taking 
her abroad. The rumor got around, and a teacher of French phoned him: 

“I hear you are going to Paris, and I would like to come up and teach 
your wife French.” 

“She’s got to learn to speak English first,” said the guy, hanging up. 

Inside Stuff 

Wouldn’t this make a wow story for the tabloids? 

World famous concert artist is wed to famous society girl, father an 
amabassador to prominent European country. Divorce. Concert star 
secretly remarried almost two years ago to girl named in papers, a 
former pupil. They have a child. Now living in New York. 


Roxy’s Thoughtfulness 
Roxy remembers. The chief of the big playhouse pays attention to 
little things. The Missouri Rockets, now the American Rockets, were 
a tremendous hit for him for four weeks. On the night they opened in 
“Rain or Shine” he sent them a magnificent basket of flowers. It cams 
apart into a corsage for each of the 16 kids. . 


Lopez got a terrific publicity break on Roseray’s suicide try. It sounded 
to us, who have known him for 15 years, like straight out press stuff. 


Useless Benefits 

Eddie Cantor’s illness is unquestionably due to overwork. The extra 
work which broke FEddie’s health consisted of benefits. Two years ago 
we wrote in Variety that Eddie played 165 benefits in one season, 
took so much out of his physical self that he’s all in. 

And to what purpose? We have, perhaps, conducted and appeared 
at more benefits than any other Broadwayite. Most mean nothing and 
serve no good purpose. The services of stars are rarcly appreciated. 


Protecting Actors 


May we suggest a central clearing house, preferably the Actors’ Equity, 
or a committee of the same, to which all requests for benefits may be 
referred. In this way the actor benefits doubiy—he has an “out,” if the 


Sharshik Pleads Guilty; 
Cheated Wife’s Mother 


Herman Leon Sharshik, 27, fly- 
by-night real estate broker and 
husband of Mabel Withee, pleaded 
guilty before Judge Max 8S. Levine 
in General Sessions to grand lar- 
ceny in the first degree. He was 
remanded to the Tombs for sentence 
Feb. 21. He is wanted in several 
other cities for shady real estate 
transactions. 

Sharshik got into trouble with the 
New York police when he “sold” 
to Bernard S. and Abraham Block, 
real estate dealers of 286 Madison 
avenue, the premises at 361 West 
23d street on his representation 
that he held a contract of sale for 
the property. It was this “con- 
tract” which he assigned to the 
Blocks. He represented to them 
that he had gotten the contract 
from the Fidelity Trust Co. of 
Philadelphia. The latter company 
declared the “contract” a fraud. 
Sharshik used similar means to 
defraud others, including Miss 
Withee’s mother. Sharshik said he 
lived at 171 West 57th street, New 
York, but he actually resided at 
Bayside, L. I., where his wife and 
her mother also live. He is alleged 
to have given Mrs. Withee a forged 
deed to a house after taking her 
money. 

Sharshik was born in Philadel- 
phia and was formerly connected 
with the J. R. Tucker Realty Co., 
at Camden, N. J. He became known 
on Broadway through his spending 
proclivities. It was during the 
height of his spending popularity 
he became acquainted with Miss 
Withee. 


ALLEGED MUSICAL THIEVES 


2 Men Said to Have Stolen Many 
Instruments From Nite Clubs 


By the arrest of Harold Walsh, 
20, 346 West Tist street, and Meyer 
Plass, 20, 346 West 71st street, po- 
lice believe they will be able to 
account for numerous thefts of 
musical instruments from various 
night clubs. They have recovered 
about $5,000 worth so far. 

The two were arrested by Detec- 
tives Salomon and Pollak, East 67th 


street station. A few days ago 
the detectives were passing 3d ave- 
nue and 85th street, when they no- 
ticed the two men about to enter 
a pawnshop. Both carried musical 
instruments in leather cases. 

Salomon and Pollak followed and 
questioned them. Their answers 
were not satisfactory and the 
sleuths were more convinced when 
neither could play a note. Taken 
te the station house they admitted, 
the police said, that they had stolen 
the instruments from the Club Lido 
the same morning. 

The instruments’ stolen were 
valued at $800. Further questioning 
revealed that they also had stolen 
musical instruments from the Camel 
Studio, West Tist street, Embassy, 
Florida and Lopez clubs. 

In most instances they pawned the 
instruments in various parts of the 
city. They admitted, police said, 
that they confined their activities to 
musical instruments because they 
could be disposed of easily and there 
was little chance of detection. 

A charge of burglary was enter- 
tained against both and when they 
were arraigned before Magistrate 
Renaud in West Side Court, they 
were held without bail for hearing 
today (Wednesday). 


all programs. 
are rushing toward the government 
franchise. 
the same as himself. 
this in his column. 


fast.” 


come?” asked the bandit. 


“I'm a boxing promoter,” replied the victim. 
running the Wisconsin Boxing Club which shows at the Empress. 
The bandit walked on without further hesitation. 


STUFF 


ON SPORTS 


Wires are buzzing up and down Canada trying to untagle the scratch 
list coming from the New Orleans race tracks. 
the bookmaking game is falling into collapse up there, Explanation 
given is a program fight. An outside outfit is fighting the track to sel 
The track boys can’t see that and to ball things up, issue 
a fake scratch list. Later in the day their own program comes out with 
the proper scratches. Five minutes later the lads in Canada's snow belt 


They can't do it so 


liquor shops. 


Grey hound racing may make its debut in Canada this summer ig 
"tarry Watson, English dog promoter has his way. He is here at prea. 
ent getting quite accustomed to various governments refusing him @ 
Watson has taken to naming all his own racers with initialg 


Manning Vaughn, sports editor of the Milwaukee “Journal,” pulled 


When seven bandits raided the Wisconsin Athletic Club, a gambling 
joint, they lined the victims against the wall, hands high. Approaching 
one of the habitues, the bandits said: 


“Watcha got? Fork over, and 


“I haven't got a cent, not even a safety pin,” was the retort. “How 


He is “Rocky” Temple, 


Will Go to the Dogs If 
Kennel Club Wins Suit 


St. Louis, Feb. 14, 

St. Louis and St. Louisans are 
going to keep on going to the dogs 
if the Wellston Kennel Club wins 
the ouster suit against it now pend- 
ing in the Missouri Supreme Court. 
The club, which last season 
launched a prosperous dog racing 
track, has filed its answer to the 
ouster quo warranto proceedings 
instituted against it last fall, seek- 
ing forfeiture of the club’s charter. 
Answer filed by the club sets out 
its corporate purposes and makes 
a blanket denial of Gentry’s charges 
that it has misused its privileges by 
permitting betting on the whippets. 
The Missouri Supreme Court last 
year ruled that “certificate” betting 
was legal. 


The Wellston track is the only 
oval ouster suit on which the state 
has made any progress since the 
attorney general filed four suits of 
similar character last fall. The 
state has been unable to obtain 
service on the officers or agents of 
the three other tracks—the Ramona 
Kennel Club, the North Kansas 
City Greyhound Club and the Fair- 
view Kennel Club, which operates a 
track near Kansas City. 


STUDIO HOCKEY LEAGUE 


Paramount, Universal, Westerns 
Will Piay 16-Came Schedule 


Los Angeles, Feb. 14. 
Coast producers are sponsoring a 
hockey league composed of semi- 
professional skaters. 


The league embraces three teams 
to be known as Universal, Para- 
mount and Westerns, who will play 
@ 16-game schedule at one of the 
local ice palaces. 

Captains of the teams are: Grover 
Jones, Paramount; Jack Foley, Uni- 
versal, and John Bowers, Westerns. 


RICKARD’S FLA. BUY 
Miami, Feb. 14. 

Tex Rickard became a full- 
fledged citizen here last week when 
he bought a house on Bayshore 
drive at Miami Beach. Two hours 
after the purchase Tex and the 
family moved in. 


Deal was by cash, which set the 
town talking and making a lot of 
Miamians wish they were in the 
fight game instead of struggling to 
sell climate. 


which ones are worth while. 
can be referred to the committee. 

recovered from our first illness in 
average means can stay well with 


it’s tough. 


committee turns down the benefit, and the committee can decide for him 
If a direct appeal is made to an actor it 


There are an unusual number of sick actors right now. We have just 


20 years and feel heartily ashamed 


of letting ourselves get sick. There's no excuse for it. Anyone with 


a little intelligence. For the actor, 


however, spending half his life in a stuffy theatre, under a mental strain, 
Some play golf, a boon to the profession. 
who haven’t the money, we again advance the idea of our farm. 

Here the men and women of show business could go at any time, 


But for others, 


That | 


winter or summer, for a day or a month, paying so little for board it 
really wouldn’t be felt, be close to nature, gather up fresh air and sun- 
shine, and, in their lay off periods, fortify themselves with health for 
the periods of work. Eddie Cantor would be working now, and support- 
ing that tremendous troupe, if he’d got enough sunshine and air and 
; exercise, which the ordinary actor can only obtain through our plan 
of a farm. 

There's a former camp, containing several splendid buildings, 60 
acres of land, a swimming pool, tennis courts, etc., out our way, right in 
the heart of the farm country, laying idle, which may be had absolutely 
rent free for one year. It’s a marvelous spot for men and women of show 


business to lie around and store up health so badly needed during the 
jlong, hard seasons. Will the N. VY. A. or Managers’ Protective Associa- 
ltion investigate? We doubt tt 
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CANZONERI BEATS BASS 
ON A CLOSE DECISION 


Feather Title Copped by the 
Brooklynite, but He Is Nearly 
Knocked Out 


By JACK PULASKI 


Tony Canzoneri, of Brooklyn, won 
the world’s featherweight title from 
Benny Bass at the Garden Friday 
night because that is the way the 
judges figured it. On actual points, 
between the second and ninth 
rounds, that might have been cor- 
rect. But the Philadelphian came 
through so fast in the last six 
rounds that it seemed he earned a 
draw. Some believed, the decision. 

It was an exciting affair for 126- 


pounders. Few little men are as 
strong or hit as hard as these two. 
When Tony recently met and out- 
pointed Johnny Dundee the New 
York state boxing commish declared 
the kid champ. But the National 
Boxing Association, which always 
reverses the New York czars, issued 
a proclamation which made Bass 
the title holder. So, as the “leading 
contenders,” the pair fought it out. 
The way Canzoneri performed it 
was clear that he stalled in fighting 
Dundee. When he had that fight 
sewed up he let Johnny alone. 

In the first round Bass took the 
lead. After that it looked like 
Tony’s match because he toppled 
Benny in the third round. With a 
good lead piled up, the unexpected 
happened. Tony forgot to duck a 
right hand. It caught him on the 
button in the 10th and he was all 
grogged up. Bass tried to win right 
there, but the bell saved Tony. 
From then on the title switched 
around and Bass had the upper 
hand. Plenty of courage, this kid 
from Philly. 

The bell was also a life-saver for 
Benny in the third. He was up at 
the count of eight and in the con- 
fusion, Arthur Donovan, referee, 
failed to hear the bell. He waved 
the boys together as their seconds 
climbed into the ring. Just a mis- 
take. Later it was declared that 
Bass had fractured his right shoul- 
der blade in the fall and he was 
hauled to the hospital. How that 
kid went through the fight in such 
condition is a ring wonder. That 
he was able to sock Tony so hard 
seven rounds later made his per- 
formance almost unbelievable. 

Either boy is qualified to be 
champion, and Bass must be rated 
the equal of Canzoneri on the basis 
of such a courageous fight. They'll 
meet again and anything can hap- 
pen because both are there. 

Time Killers 

The prelims and the semi-final 
were just boxing matches. In the 
10-rounder that preceded the title 
event Al Winkler, of Philly, won 4 
hard-hitting match from Bobby 
Burns. 

Odds climbed for the main event, 
and when the boys entered the ring 
Tony was two to one favorite. 
When they next meet it is liable 
to be even money. Though not ca- 
pacity there was an excellent house. 


has” replaced 


Winifred Mason 


Maria Garratt as publicity head for 
Hi-Mark, importers and exporters 


of film, 
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GRAY MATTER 


By MOLLIE GRAY 


(TOMMY GRAY’S SISTER) 


At the Palace 


Belle Baker sang & new song at 
the Palace Monday that she said is 
a Palace song. Her gown is an 
elaborately beaded green crepe with 
the small flat shoulder flowers in 
pink and orchid colors continuing 
around the back of the neck to the 
other shoulder. She wore @ dia- 
mond and emerald bracelet. 

Margaret Severn is again using 
a mask in one of her dances, as 
she did several seasons ago. Her 
first costume is rather startling, of 
purple tights, blue satin blouse and 
red curly wig. Another or blue and 
white satin was worn with the 


mask, and her third graceful ex-. 


hibition was in white chiffon with 
a deeper pink pattern than the vel- 
yet bodice and hat. Neal Sisters, 
who sang and played- while Miss 
Severn changed, were lovely in 
frocks all made the same but of 
different colors, delicate shades of 
yellow, green and orchid. In each 
the tight bodices were satin, and 
the skirts silver edged ruffles used 
differently, and each shoulder flower 
eontained some violets. 

Ralph Whitehead’s new act Is 
like the old gag about the two taxis. 
Its two authors must have let it 
run between them without catching 
it. Georgia Ingram wore a regula- 
tion white ballet ccstume for a bur- 
lesque that has been done better by 
acrobats, and later a gold-beaded 
beige chiffon gown with panels from 
both shoulders. A frock of soft taf- 
feta with net of the same shade of 
light blue forming the hem under 
the scallops and continuing to the 
waist at the side was very pretty. 

Fred Waring’s marcel wave may 
be one of the reasons his orchestra 
is so popular. Of course, there are 
18 other good reasons among the 
Pennsylvanians. 


At the State 

At the State the program is most- 
ly “Student Prince,” in film. 

Count Peronne’s accompanist and 
announcer is as much a part of the 
act from both eye and ear judg- 
ments as he is, but she has no bDill- 
ing. She was very nice Monday in 
rose net and silver, the silver show- 
ing under the net skirt, with slip- 
pers and fan the same shade. 

Nola and Winifred St. Claire are 
doing the same act, but one sister 
has new frocks. 

Natacha Nattova either 
breaking in a new partner or maybe 
hew wings. She seemed nervous. 


Columbia’s Powder Bill 

Some of the girls are still dying 
to get into “Red-Headed Blondes” 
at the Columbia. Carrie Finnell, 
who must be on a sugar and starch 
diet, keeps herself for the dessert 
of her own show. Occasional lines 
on the program encourage the au- 
dience to wait for “the big treat,” 
and certainly the adjective wasn’t 
lying. An opening announcer said 
to throw away the programs, and 
he was right. 

Girls’ costumes were the usual 
unlovely assortment except for the 
first act finale when they were all 
silver in a black and silver set. One 
number, dressed in narrow vari-col- 
ored ruffles, was pretty enough, and 
another used a lovely shade of blue, 
but just enough of the fabric to 
show the color. Pearl Hendersen 
did the blackbottom standing on her 
head. Isabelle Van returned to the 
“Rest Your Head Upon My Pillow” 
that she gets so much fun out of, so 
her runway girls night- 
dresses of silk and georgette after 


fringe costumes of white, her’s 
ankle length, but the girls very 
short. 


The runway mob must have a big 
powder charge, unless they buy it 
by the barrel. 


Tough on Life Guards 

It is going to be a tough season 
for the life guards if Erin Jackson's 
“1928 Bathing Beauties” are the ad- 
vance models. Miss Jackson has no 
competition in her own shows to 
looks at the Columbia, being a very 
@ttractive girl, but she almost 
underdresses  Isabelle-illuminated- 
Trunway-Van. They work so much 
alike they seem sisters under the 
transparent wraps. 

A blue velvet backless gown of 
Miss Jackson’s was caught with 2 
diamond buckle at the hip where 
the cascade drapery showed a gold 
lining matched by her slippers and 
the white shaw! also has its share of 
jewels, 

Pink georgette over blue satin 
With sash and bow of the satin 


it did photograph well. 


made a simple, girlish frock worn 
with a big rose crowned hat, appro- 
priate for singing of “Irish Mother.” 
Other costumes she probably carries 
tucked into her glove. 

The girls had ballet costumes, us- 
ing the half-black and half-white 
plan for both skirt and bodice, and 
looked best in those of black velvet 
with long sleeves and short, ruffled 
skirts with white lace collars and 
cuffs and black velvet tams. 

Evelyn Murray wore an odd cos- 
tume of purple velvet and green 
satin with diamonds cut out of the 
back of the pur, le velvet leggings. 
She cleaned up w'th her dance, as 
her bare back was plain proof. 

The fast work of the Mason Dixon 
Dancers delighted the Columbia au- 
dience, and the attractive girls didn’t 
make it any easier for the chorus, 
either. 


Miss Dexter’s Blackbottom 

Little Miss Dexter Hall and Dex- 
ter, at the State finally induced the 
house to accept her blackbottom, so 
she changed her almost childish 
navy blue dress with it’s blouse of 
a lighter blue, showing stiff collar 
and cuffs, to a more sophisticated 
costume of black lace and silver. 
The silver was used for a wide gir- 
dle and a tom, the lace for the rest 
of it, including the bolero bodice. A 
black velvet white furred Russian 
dancer appeared briefly with Mr. 
Hall’s band, but except for Miss 
Dexter there wasn’t any very prom- 
inent reason for hiring this hall. 

Margie Coate sang and her coat 
of delicate pink velvet, with white 
fur collar and cuffs, came off so 
that her white crepe gown could be 
seen. A panel to the waist from the 
right shoulder in back, was matched 
by one in the skirt that hung even 
longer, giving the uneven hemline 
so much in vogue. A narrow belt of 
the crepe met in a jeweled buckle 
and a diamond bar pin added bril- 
liance. 

Pianiste with Franklyn D’Armore 
wore a pretty metalic lace gown 
made with the bolero bodice, and 
eircular skirt. 


Roxy’s Mysterious Show 

The Roxy stage resembled a ma- 
gician’s hat for its “Fantasy 
Viennese.” Apparently nothing 
there, but still a singer in glistening 
silver appeared high up in the cen- 
ter, and her clear voice entitled her 
to a high spot. Another singer, 
down on the stage, was found by a 
red light, and then Fradkin, who 
makes his violin sing any language. 
Gamby next emerged from the 
darkness and spread her silver 
edged white ruffles to the breeze of 
her own making. A quartet of vio- 
linists joined Fradkin in his red 
spot and still another vocal solo— 
but not much singing—by a little 
lady in bonnet and long white dress. 
It was all quite mysterious and a 
not unwelcome change. P 

Ballet in tulle and satin were in 
all the colors of the rainbow, each 
girl’s silk wig matching her cos- 
tume. Semi-circles of roses added 
to the grace and beauty of the 
group. 


A Much Named Role - 

_ Gloria Swanson certainly makes 
food use of her opportunities as 
“Sadie Thompson.” Even those not 
of the Swanson persuasion will ad- 
mire her when she eulogizes the re- 
former who has as many names as 
a& woman with a divorce habit, In 
the play he was Davidson, on the 
screen Hamilton and on the pro- 
gram Atkinson, none of which Sadie 
called him in her wild moments. 
And living up to their reputation, 
the marines saved the situation. 

Sadie used a black silk and lace 
nightgown that isn’t at all in keep- 
ing with the rest of her clothes, but 
A line nam- 
ing the gum Sadie uses would be 
worth a fortune, 


A Film of Samples 

Since there was so much refer- 
ence to samples in it, “The Rush 
Hour” might be called a sample pic- 
ture. It had a sample of Marie 
Prevost as she used to be, in a bath- 
ing suit, but now she rides a surf 
board. Marie was seasick as a 
stewardess but once she got into 
those fur trimmed coats and beaded 
gowns and velvet wraps the voyage 
became smoother. 

Seena Owen kept the more elabo- 
rate part of her wardrobe for her- 
self. Her black taffeta wrap with 
its deep full double ruffle, silver 
edged, in a continuous line around 
it being one of the items, a two- 


ETHEL GOT SORE, BUT 
NOT WHERE SPANKED 
Imposter Did Rehearsal Bit— 


Then Called on D. A.—Ran 
Into Queer Complex Guy 


A curious case of a man with a 
queer complex cropped up on 
Broadway. The accused used the 
name of Russell Markert, who 
staged the dances in: “Rain or 
Shine” with Tom Nip. The man 
purporting to be Markert phoned 
the Wales Winter agency, saying 
he wanted a girl to be used in two 
new bits, supposed to be inserted 
in “A Night in Spain,” current in 
Chicago. Ethel La Deaux was sent 
by the agency and told to report to 
“Markert” at the Cohan theatre. 


Miss La Deaux did so, and was 
not surprised when told she might 
find the man at the 48th Street be- 
cause of the hustle to open “Rain 
or Shine.” When sent back to the 
Cohan she was approached on the 
street by a well-appearing fellow 
who said he was Markert. By 
phone later, after “inspection” in 
the smoking room of the 48th 
Street, to which the man managed 
to gain access, Miss La Deaux was 
told to report the next day at 
Bryant hall for rehearsal. 

Explained Bits 

She was told to get into rehearsal 
clothes, the man stepping into the 
hall meanwhile. He then explainea 
the bits. In one she was supposed 
to approach the sultan, falling on 
her hands and knees until they 
were black and blue. The other bit 
was that of a flapper and her 
father. Because she came home 
late the business called for him 
taking her across his knees and 
roundly spanking her. When he 
asked if he slapped too hard, the 
girl replied she thought that could 
wait until she got to Chicago. 

On her way out of Bryant hall 
Miss La Deaux was tipped off that 
the man was not Markert. Becom- 
ing angry, she started to rubber, 
and was told at the Shubert office 
that Markert had nothing to do 
with “A Night in Spain.” That 
sent Miss La Deaux to the district 
attorney’s office. There she was 
told that the incident indicated a 
form of degeneracy and that the 
man’s apprehension would be de- 
sirable. 

Miss La Deaux is waiting for the 


jfellow to try to call her to rehear- 


sal once more. He appears to know 
the show business, Other than the 
spanking bit he did not touch Miss 
La Deaux. 


skin cross fox scarf another. Her 
fancy cloth coat with the loose ends 
of the cape back making drapes 
back of each arm she carried bet- 
ter than Marie’s' shorter figure 
could, It seems there is a rush 
hour on the Riviera as well as on 
the river so the five reel boots of 
a picture had no trouble getting 
into both of them. For what rea- 
son or result wasn’t very plain. 


How Ye Shall Know Them 

By their merry-go-rounds ye shall 
know them—German directors. Also 
at least one scene in the crazy- 
quilt pattern and as many as pos- 
sible showing the Al Woods influ- 
ence. Mary Philbin is lovely and 
appealing, just innocence itself. 
Norman Kerry will probably need 
naturalization papers after “Love 
Me and the World Is Mine,” he’s so 
perfect an Austrian. Women’s wear 
of Vienna in 1914 is of no interest 
now, It’s surprising it could have 
been then. 


Virginia and Doughboys 

“Legionaires in Paris” will de- 
light legions who never got nearer 
to it than a garter. Virginia Sul 
sheds feathers like doughboys shed 
tunics. Her plaid taffeta frock was 
good looking wita its one ruffle, 
about a third the length of the full 
skirt and big shoulder bow of self- 
material. A smart coat used the dull 
side of black satin for all but the 
@ouble shoulder cape which was of 
the lustrous _ side. White em- 
broidery started at the large button 
that closed it and continued around 


the bottom. A dress of dark hori- | 
zontal stripes was also smart, hav-|question and 
| Arrangements for this material have 
jbeen made with the King Features 
| Syndicate (Hearst). 


ing a narrow hem of white. 


Turn Down Europe 


RANDOM REMARKS 


By NELLIE REVELL 


What's the matter with that Presidential chair, anvway?) Every time 
it is mentioned to a politician he runs, yelling, “No, no, no! I don't 
choose to run,” at the top of his voice. It is just about as popular as the 


electric chair, 

I have no intention of running for it—I wouldn't even run for a sireet 
car—but as Dave Warfield used to say: “If you don’t want it, 1 want 
it.” If they'll just put rockers on it and out on the porch at the shady 
side of the White House, I'll be glad to sit in it at least four years.” 


If, as has been frequently whispered, those bankers who are fin:ncing 
the picture industry should decide to run pictures as they run banks, we 
may expect all kinds of intriguing changes. If the sun refuses to shine, 
we could easily expect to find a Gilbert, a Roland, or a Dix earning his 
salary behind a savings account window on the first day of the month or 
Saturday afternoons. 

For all we know, a Mary and Doug might await us in the bond depart- 
ment; and the Keatons, Chaplins and Semons might navigate amusingly 
about the corridors to make the widows and orphans feel they “really 
have a friend in the neighborhood bank.” 

I can think off hand of six or seven young men who might go in for 
banking in a big way if they thought they could talk compound interest 
and high finance with Gloria Swanson, Greta Garbo and Pola Negri. 

That these high-salaried stars would find something to do with their 
spare afternoons is a foregone conclusion, if and when the gentlemen from 
Wall Street decide to let them fool around with more money. 


Their engagement, I am told, is broken. They are members of two 
prominent theatrical families who live in my hotel. When their backs 
have been turned we have laughed at their arrogant way of ignoring us. 
But now a dreadful thing has happened. Perhaps, the difference in their 
ages has only aggrevated the matter, for she will be four in March while 
he will not be four until August. 

Until a few days ago they openly admitted their betrothal, but she 
started hostilities by calmly informing him she was going to marry an- 
other little boy, and he, wishing to make himself understood, walked 
up to her and bit her on the cheek! She still bears her scar of love. 

She is Dorothy Lewis, the daughter of Fred Lewis, now appearing in 
“The Racket,” and he is Louis Mosconi, Jr., of the Mosconis. 

Wait a minute. His mother tells me that he has offered to let Dodo 
play with his dog, and I suspect that diplomatic relations will soon be 
restored. 


Ah! Now, it comes out. Dr. Christian F. Reisner, pastor of the Chelsea 
Methodist Episcopal church, said recently that Will Hays had told him 
he “had been impelled to interest himself in motion pictures because his 
son and his nephew preferred to become movie actors rather than heroes.” 


All of the dramas in Hollywood do not reach the screen. Attending 
the gate at the DeMille studio sits a cripple. As he accepts the pass 
handed to him by the visitor he always smiles. More than one visitor 
has been puzzled to know how a gateman could know a visitor’s name, 
but a closer scrutiny would have revealed the face of Billy Elmer, who 
had played in “The Virginian” and other dramas. He met with an acct- 
dent which crushed his legs and injured his back, and Billy Elmer knew 
his acting days were over. 


Add to your list of well known actresses retiring from the stage to a 
business career Suzanne Westford. Miss Westford, the youngest and 
favorite sister of the late and always lamented Lillian Russell, has joined 
the Cler Travel Bureau. She insists that she will attend to every detail 
(no matter where you are going), and will even attend to a remedy for 
seasickness, 


Seen coming out of a Times Square hotel last week: Real Indian fn 
full regalia. He claims to be 105 years old and looks it. His name ig 
Chief White Horse Eagle. He is a lecturer and speaks on Indian laws. 


I note that some one on the coast has been signed on one of those 
two years optional contracts to write “funny” titles. Why not let the 
fellows who write those optional contracts do the “funny” titles? 


Mr. and Mrs. Daryl Zanuck arrived Saturday from Europe and de- 
parted immediately for Hollywood. 


Ernest Ball’s son, Ronald, is entering vaudeville. 

Neil Twomey, playwright, has returned from a brief Palmbeaching. 

Dan Frohman is in Hollywood, Florida. 

Karl Kitchen is in Hollywood, California. 

According to Ada Patterson, Elsie Janis is taking on weight. 
does broaden one. 

Marc Lachman is going to Chicago in advance of “She’s My aby,” 
which is opening there March 5. 

The Louis Mosconi’s have been promised a visit from the stork. 


MAKE-UP EXPERT ON 
TOUR FOR WOMEN: 


Meadows of Hollywood With 
Hook-Up Lecture and Stars 
—20 Weeks 


Travel 


— 


heavily while he is in the city. 
Space to be taken by the cosmetie 
dealers will run from 6,000 to 10,000 
lines daily. Picture stars are to 
be played heavily both in the regu- 
lar advertising and in the news- 
paper copy. 

Meadows appeared in the Finkel- 
stein & Ruben houses last seison as 
a stage attraction. 


PALM BEACH 


(Continued from page 43) 
George Kaufman-Mare Connelly 


Ed Meadows, Hollywood make-up 
artist, starts on a 20-week tour of 


the country April to play the audi- 
toriums with lectures on beauty 
make-up and how tt applies to 
stars. 

United Artists, Tiffany-Stahl, De- 
Mille, Warner Bros. and First Na- 
tional studios are in on the hook- 
up, stars of these companies to be 
referred to in the talks. 

Arrangements with 20 daily news- 
papers in the territory to be cov- 
ered provides for 100,000 words of 
copy to be used daily, 15,000 words 
to be front page. 


,conduct a daily 


At the same time Meadows is to 
syndicated news- 
paper feature on beauty, with a 
answer department. 


The series will 


Ruth Goodwin and Mary Dunkley.!run for approximately a year. 


specialty girls in “Lovely Lady,” 


were offered European contracts, but! papers Meadows 


In the program with the news- 
is to personally 


decided to continue with taeir show. | endorse cosmetics to be advertised 


comedy. 


3roadwayites on the Breakers 
Beach this week were Sam Scrib- 
ner, Captain Jim Churchill, Jay 
Gould and wife, Lorraine Manville, 
Bert Satz, Jimmy Monaco, Arthur 
Hopkins, David Bernstein, Larry 
Shubert, Sam Williams, Paul Lan- 
nin, Irene Castle-McLaughlin, How- 
ard Lannin, Aaron Jones (Chicago) 
and Ned Wayburn., 


Broadway Jones and Eubie Blake 


are getting plenty of private party 
work, Jones has been here for 
many winter scnsons. 

First of the big private parties 
here was Sunday night, given by 
Mrs. William R. Hearst who took 


over Chez Bouche Jungle. 

Le Montmartre Club opened 
urday under the management of 
Ted Raul. 
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15 YEARS AGO 


(From Variety and “Clipper’’) 

Except for a momentary improve- 
ment in business, it was conceded 
that the “road” was washed up, and 
most managers agreed that inferior 
“No. 2” companies had helped to 
that result. Cohan & Harris at this 
time resolved never again to send 
out a road company in their Broad- 
way successes. They figured hits 
would enjoy a longer life if played 
only by the original casts, and be- 
sides, notable successes would al- 
ways be potential money getters out 
of town for revival, particularly if 
they had not been played by second 
or third organizations. 


Brondway was in the midst of a 
box office boom for the moment, 
due in part, it was believed, to the 
large number of dark houses, mak- 
ing good trade for those running. 
Among the dark ones were Winter 
Garden, awaiting new show; Broad- 
way (playing film) and New Am- 
sterdam. Smaller theatres without 
a tenant for the week were Daly's, 
Wallack's and Weber's. 


Douglas Fairbanks, playing the 
Chicago Grand Opera House, in 
“Hawthorne of the U. S. A.,” be- 
came interested in pictures to the 
extent of undertaking an amateur 
camera tour, following the example 
of Clifton Crawford, who proposed 
to make a round-the-world trip, 
with «a cameraman. 


“Delphine,” at the Knickerbocker, 
led the musicals at $16,000; “The 
Whip,” at the Manhattan Opera 
House, was doing between $24,000 
and $26,000 a week, a phenomenal 
figure. 


Ragtime craze spreading 
through the world. London was 
already in a state of surrender to 
syncopation. Now it was getting 
into cafes and theatres of Paris, 
Berlin and Vienna. 


50 YEARS AGO 


(From “Clipper’’) 

The theatre was newly emancli- 
pated from oil lamps. But the cal- 
cium cffect was new and there was 
some opposition to the apparatus 
as dangerous, The gas tank used 
for the calcium exploded during a 


performance of “Evangeline” in 
Baltimore; one was killed and the 
coronor’s jury expressed the view 
that the device was dangerous. 
The Centennial Exposition in 


Philiudeiphia had been something of 
a flop. Now a vast amount of the 
relics on exhibition were to be sold 
at auction, 


Williitm Winter, famecus dramatic 
eritic for the New York “Tribune,” 
issued a new prompt book for 
Shakespeare's “Richard III,” notable 
for the innovation of ignoring the 
character of Cally Cibber, return- 
ing to the ofiginal. 

An article on the Old National 
theatre, New York, built in 1836 and 
the first opera house on the Conti- 
nent, calls attention to the fact that 
the site was in the middle of the 
“red light” district when it was 
built at Church and Leonard streets. 
(By 1888 the district had moved up 
to Greene above Chambers.) 


Robert G. Ingersoll was lecturing 
at Chickering Hall. Modjeska had 
finished a run at the Fifth avenue 
theatre in “Camille” .... Harry 
Miner announced his intention to 
build a new theatre on the Bowery 
near Broome street... The “Clip- 
per” said editorially, ‘It is high 
time a city like New York had an 
enclosed ball park.” 


The “Clipper” offered a pennant 
for competition in the International 
baseball league and besides put up 
gold medals for the players of the 
nine positions who made the best 
records for the season. (In effect, 
the selection of an All-American 
team). 


and the Dailies 


In having publicity stunts put over on them, the dailies, news services 
and tabloids have only themselves to find fault with. If the papers did 
not so greedily print the kind of stuff press agents and others plant for 
them to swallow, there would not be so many plants. 


Anything sounding even near-sensational that may be hung upon 
the stage or screen with screen preferred, the papers hop on. The 
screen more so than society, to mark the extent the thing has gone to. 
An ordinary wedding engagement is enough for a scare head, while a 
marriage is a streamer and a divorce a special edition.- 


And so, with the publicity hounds not certain what they get in the 
type way after suiciding, they merely try suicide to find out. If it works 
as well as it has lately with the “Broadway suicides” which are so 
plentiful, some of those who tried it for fun and publicity may really 
bump off just to be certain of an obituary notice. 


Tabloids may be blamed for this in part. Or in whole, You can’t go 
wrong blaming a tab. But the established news services must stand a 
share of the grief. It seems as though rivalry there too is breeding care- 
lessness. Anything that’s curious or scandalous might be adopted for 
their motto. And after that the New York standard size dailies not even 
checking up on their stories but rushing into the street. Sometimes 
rushing with a story that carries its doubt right in the language of the 
writer. But there it goes! Sell the paper! 


It can easily be believed that one tab or more has incited certain 
stories, to get the beat and the flash. And if the tab didn’t, it isn’t such 
a long chance to say its reporter did the suggesting, for his own pur- 
pose, whether for his personal advantage or the advantage of the paper, 
or a piece of change on the side. 

It’s not so long ago and in New York there sat in a nite club two 
people; man and wife. They had planted a separation-with-divorce 
probable phoney for the papers. Both were interested in a picture New 
York would see for the first time the following week. The morning 
papers came out and were brought to them. “Didn't I tell you? That 
was a pipe,” he said, seeing the headlines streaming and screaming 
across that his wife intended to leave him. ° 


There are 100 lines stringing away from the centre about these things, 
but the only certain way is not to print them when there’s a doubt. To 
find the doubt—investigate. 


Some press agents are making monkies of the dailies, 


When press agents did it legitimately, in the legit theatre, the dailies 
were always on their toes, suspicious. Now they seem to be on their 
backs, helpless. Maybe through the competition or the tabs or the 
news service or perhaps there are too many dumbbells at city desks 
nowadays. 


But this illicit publicity can be stopped and should. The show busi- 
ness as a whole and in a business way does not want It. 


It’s something that Will Hays should have taken up long ago for the 
welfare of the picture industry. 


INSIDE STUFF 


ON LEGIT 


Lillian Albertson, who succeeded her husband, Loufg Macloon, as a 
producer when Actors’ Equity refused to deal with the latter, has as- 
sumed the same demeanor as Macloon in her attitude toward the daily 
newspapers. 

Recently Miss Albertson had promised Harris Carroll, dramatic editor 
of the “Evening Herald” an exclusive story. Carroll had agreed that 
he would give it a line across the top of his daily page. However, the 
next day Carroll picked up the morning papers and found the same 
story. He immediately yanked his banner line with the result that Miss 
Albertson called him on the phone and started to tell him where he got 
off. Carroll paid little attention, so Miss Albertsor cut the advertising 
of her attractions in the “Herald” down to the minimum space, with 
the “Herald” not getting excited over it. She found this publication 
necessary for the sale of her entertainment, and later increased the space 
again. 

Malcoon, about two years ago, had a battle with Guy Price, then 
dramatic editor of this paper, which resulted in the Macloon advertising 
coming out of the publication as long as Price remained on the paper, 
which was up to nine months ago. 


The estate of Samuel Clemens (Mark Twain) receives 2% per cent 
royalty on the gross of “A Connecticut Yankee” at the Vanderbilt. This, 
in addition to two per cent each to Herbert Fields, Richard Rodgers 
and Lorenz Hart, book, score and lyric writers, is probably a record high 
royalty—8% per cent—on a musical attraction. With “Yankee” gross- 
ing $25,000 and better at $5 in the limited Vanderbilt, the $500 income 
weekly to each of the contemporary writers is exceptional royalty. The 
two per cent to Hart for his lyrics is in itself a record for wordsmiths, 
although composers like Jerome Kern get three per cent for themselves 
and Irving Berlin collected 5 per cent for the last Ziegfeld “Follies.” 


When the company manager of a legit attraction that recently played 
a four weeks’ engagement in a Pacific coast house went to the apartment 
hotel where the star had lived to square the rental bill, he found an 
extra charge of $350 for alleged damage caused by the throwing of paint 
all over the apartment. It seems the actor in question is somewhat of a 
portrait painter and during his engagement in the town in question 
finished a painting for a prominent resident for which he received $1,000. 
During the course of the painting, it is said he flung paint on the walls, 
carpets and furniture, causing the damage. As the star had already 
drawn practically all salary due him it was up to the company manager 
to square the bill before the show could move out of town. 


Of the two classifications of press agents, the stunt men who rely on 
freak frames to land copy, and the quasi-literary publicist, the latter 
include some shining examples among fancy copy writers. 

Samuel Hoffenstein, long Boswell for Al Woods, recently resigned to 
write and exploit independently, paved the way for that sort of thing, 
and rates as the dean of the literary press agents. Hoffenstein is a poet 
of no mean ability and has had several volumes published. Milton 
Raison (Schwab & Mandel) is ditto and had a book of poety issued. 
Others are Arthur Kober (Grosby Gaige and Gurthrie McClintic), 
prolific magazine writer; Bernard Sobel (Ziegfeld), ditto; Marion Spitzer, 
working on her second novel; Richard Maney (Jed Harris), Bob Sisk 
(Theatre Guild), Washington Pizet (Gilbert Miller), author of a novel, 
“Aristocia’; Howard Benedict of Farnol & Benedict, Sidney Skolsky and 
Nat N. Dorfman (Holtzman & Dorfman), Benny being the business 
getter. 


Hugh J. Ward in Australia is now a builder of apartment houses. 
Nearly all of his time is devoted to that. He is about entirely out of 
Antipodean theatricals and no longer interested im the Williamson con- 


jcern of that country. 


With the managers howling for suitable play scripts for immediate 
production, a condition more acute at the present than ever before, the 
opportunity to chide the producers for their scant attention to plays 
and playwrights cannot be overlooked. . 


With houses dark and choice theatres available under the most favor. 
able terms to producers, the independent managers, particularly, are 
hungry for scripts. Any number of requests have reached Variety trom 
these sources for recommendations of anything new in the form of 
plays or dramatists. 


The big league producer naturally has first call on the cream of every- 
thing. Like everything else, it graduates from the big boys down. It 
is only once in a blue moon that a producer has the perspicacity, or 
the good fortune, to garner a script like “Broadway” which went the 
rounds and was rejected. Still, with the dearth of creative talent in the 
form of playwrights so acute right now, the same thing will occur next 
fall when the producing managers, fed up with the summer’s prolific 
writing output of the stage scriveners will mechanically peruse the 
scripts or consign them to a third assistant stenographer for her reaction, 
Said stenog, with a tabloid leaning, will decide that the s. a. ig 
limited in the love stuff and probably never give a thought to problem 
purpose, dramatic situation or objective of it all. Give them an O'Neill 
script and find that out. : 


Yet, every mid-season, or shortly after the holidays, with the weak 
sisters falling by the Broadwayside, the same hue and cry goes up. Inde 
producers and established managements, with dark houses flatteringly 
available, and bankrolls crying for production investment, cannot find 
use for both. 


Bill Shakespeare vo-do-de-o’d a mouthful about “the play's the thing.” 
Contemporary showmen are singing the chorus right now. 


INSIDE STUFF ON PICTURES 


(Continued from page 14) 


for a lot of sharpshooting film salesmen parading under the cloak of 
film distributors, and in many cases it is impossible to receive negative 
costs, let alone a profit. Most of the contracts signed with sharpshooters 
call for negative cost and a 50-50 arrangement on all moneys taken in 
thereafter. If the picture costs $15,000 to produce and grosses $30,000, 
the distributor retains 50 per cent for his efforts and the producer gets 
the other 50 per cent to pay the bills with nothing left for his efforts, 
The most the distributor has invested is office rent and traveling exe 
penses. 


Sam Katz’s idea with the new managers’ training school is to encourage 
musicians with showmanly attributes for these posts. Katz is of the 
opinion that a performing musician has the desired knack of a Publix 
theatre manager, and Nathaniel Finston has circulated a call to the 
circuit managers to recommend any and all musicians for the training 
school. 


Advertising expenditures by Chicago picture houses is so heavy as to 
seem all out of proportion in some instances. 

One theatre with an average “take” of around $4,000 weekly recen 
spent $1,700 in one week, alone, on newspaper advertising. 4. 


D. W. Griffith went to the coast with an amply cut print of “Drums 
of Love.” Also with the idea of remaking the tragic finish of the picture 
into two separate finales, 

The film will be slipped into a program house on the coast in its New 
York amputated form, first with one of the new endings and then the 
other. There was no decision up to the time of Griffith's departure 
whether to try it in 90 minute# with its present conclusion, 


A certain advance man for First National put on a fine campaign tn 
a Pennsylvania city for a picture and made a lot of friends on the news- 
papers. Later, he left that firm for another and a new film. In the meane 
time a new advance man for the first company came in to work on a pice 
ture, the first advance man telling him to use his name if it would help. 

Result, when the first man went to a paper for a contest, it told him 
his successor had used his name, and, thinking of doing him a favor, gave 
the follow-up boy’s picture the break. First advance man was left out 
cold. 


E. A. Dupont, the German director, will have to stand for comparisons 
between his best known directorial work over here on “Variety” made in 
Germany, and his latest made over here, “Love Me and the World is 
Mine.” In the paralleled pictures, the main point that will come out is 
that Emil Jannings, the star of “Variety,” must have had much to do 
with that film’s direction, as well, since Dupont, alone, with “Love 
Me” seems to have accomplishe@ but little and nothing at all to be 
mentioned alongside of “Variety.” 


One of the large producing companies recently elevated a former as- 
sistant director to the post of director on a-program picture. After the 
picture was completed, one of the studio officials asked the production 
supervisor in charge of the film how it turned out. 

The supervisor replied, “Much to my embarrassment, there are no Fre- 
takes necessary.” 


In the newspaper campaign used by Paramount for “Wings” is a two 

column ad which quotes what Clarence Brown, M-G director, thinks of 
the picture. 
The cut carries the name of Brown in the same size display type 88 
the name of the picture, and identifies him as “one of America’s fore- 
most directors who made ‘Flesh and the Devil’ and ‘Trail of 98°.” The 
tie-up was made by Fritz Tidden, press agent for Brown. 


Some statesmen in Washington are reported to have been advised 
by the opposing forces in the picture business to the Brookhart Bill, of 
letters and wires passing between exhibitors, in which are contained the 
information that some members of Congress may be relied upon to back 
the measure, 

The communications are said to have been mailed to those at the 
Capitol mentioned in the originals. 


One of the larger independent studios on the coast has an executive 
committee of seven that passes on all stories submitted. If one of the 
seven does not approve, the story is rejected. 

Scenario writers on the coast who depend on sale of originals, have 
found this system hard to beat. A couple of the wise ones sent thelr 
stories to an agent in New York, with the request they be submitted 
to the eastern scenario head of the company there. In a number of in- 
stances this executive has purchased the stories, and sent them along t 


the studio for moulding into adaptations, 
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TIEGGY TANGLED UP 
WITH TWO WRITERS 


Complaints Filed Against Pro- 
ducer—Holding Out Royalty 
of One, but Paying Other 


Flo Ziegfeld, busiest of the mu- 
gical comedy producers this season, 
is all tangled up in authors. Two 
complaints have been registered 
against him with the Dramatists’ 
Guild and will probably be disposed 
of by arbitration. 

P. G. Wodehouse and Sigmund 
Romberg are the complainants. The 
latter was concerned with the score 
of “Rosalie,” while Wodehouse came 
from London to do the lyrics for 
“Three Musketeers.” 

The music of “Rosalie” is the dual 
composition of George Gershwin and 
Romberg. It appears that Zieggy 
did not fancy the contribution from 
Romberg and no royalties have been 
paid him according to the com- 
plaint. 

The manager’s alibi is that Rom- 
berg left rehearsals of “Rosalie” one 
day to look over “The New Moon,” 
Schwab & Mandel’s musical comedy 
then in Philadelphia where it was 
taken off for repairs. That, contends 
Zieggy, broke his contract. 

There appears to be nothing in 
the Basic Minimum Contract re- 
quiring an author or composer to 
attend rehearsals. The clause in 
that respect provides that the au- 
thor shall have the privilege of at- 
tending rehearsals. That was in- 
serted to protect the author should 
any lines be changed without per- 
mission. Though Gershwin and 
Romberg have a joint contract, 
Zieggy pays Gershwin but holds out 
on Romberg. 

Brought Writers Over 

The original score for ’ Rosalie’ 
was written by Josep! McCarthy 
and Harry Tierney, who worked 
most of the summer with Guy Bol- 
ton. After they had completed 
eight or nine numbers, McCarthy 
lost his father and their schedule 
was upset. When the score was de- 
livered Zieggy tossed it aside and 
made the remark that “all the num- 
bers are lousy.” McCarthy and 
Tierney apparently did not have a 
contract and no complaint is known 
to have been registered by them 
with the Guild. 

Zieggy cabled Wodehouse to hurry 
to this side last August to write 
the lyrics of “Three Musketeers,” 
which was to have been first on his 
productiou list. Zieggy was to pay 
Wodehouse’s passage both ways, 
which he failed to do. The long 
delay is said to have been costly 
to Wodehouse who delivered the 
lyrics and sailed back to London 
several weeks ago because of con- 
tracts over there. Ziegfeld is re- 
ported to have told Wodehouse 
that if he got on a boat there would 
be no royalties. 

Recently the Ziegfeld office sent 
out a yarn to the effect that Wil- 
Antheny Maguire was alone 
writing the book for “Musketeers.” 
Several others were mentioned at 
various times. Among them was 
George Grossmith, another English 
author called over by Zieggy for the 
express purpose of writing the 
“Musketeers” book. 

When informed 
Plaints ha’ been filed, 
something about not caring 
for the Guild. 


that the com- 
Zieggy said 
two figs 


To row “Criss-Cross” 


“Criss-Cross” will be scrapped as 
starring vehicle for Fred and Doro- 
thy Stone after this season with the 
Stones getting a new show next 
8eason. 

The scrapping after a single 
e0n is unusual for a Stone show. 
Their previous shows have lasted 
two or three seasons, but C. B. Dil- 
lingham is convinced “Criss-Cross” 
IS @ weak sister. 


Chi Treasurers Dance 
Chicago, Feb. 14. 
The ninth annu: il dance given b) 
the Treasurer's Club on Saturday 


night at the Stevens Hotel was a 
Bala affair, There were around 
1,500 couples with all theatres re pre- 
sented by stars from the various 


Attrac tions. 


sea- |} 


Sob Stuff Racket 


The sob sister racket in pro- 
moting parties is working suc- 
cessfully for a cut rate agent 
‘n the Times Square area, with 
the theatre party takings a 
better angle than cut rates. 

The promoter has a group of 
crying dames on his staff 
working among the downtown 
banking and commercial con- 
cerns for promotion of the- 
atre parties. 

The sob stuff is getting re- 
sults. 


‘CAPTIVE’ DOES $11,000 
RECORD FOR BALTIMORE 


Baltimore, Feb. 14. 

“The Captive,” staged by Edwin 
H. Knopf’s repertory company at 
the Auditorium, has created the 
dramatic sensation of years in this 
town. Apparently anticipating dirt 
and police interference, half the 
town tried to jam into the theatre 
opening night and standing room 
sale was stopped by 7:30. There 
was no interference and the notices 
were all highly favorable. Business 
continued at capacity throughout 
the week, Saturday matines run- 
ning to $1,600. At a $1.50 top about 
$11,000 was grossed on the week, 
likely a record here. 

Knopf is holding over the produc- 
tion for a second week with “The 
Firebrand” underlined. Jose Ruben, 
Ann Davis and Robert Rendel 
scored in “The Captive.” The 
Knopf season, in doubt for a num- 
ber of weeks, is undoubtedly over 
the top and headed for success. 


MISS STEWART’S PLENTY 


No More Legit Plays This Season 
For Rosalie 


Rosalie Stewart will retire from 
theatrical production for this sea- 
son after the close of “Behold the 
Bridegroom” in about two weeks. 

Her revival of “The Torchbearers” 
to have included some of the cast 
of “Behold the Bridegroom’ is off. 

George Kelly, author of the 

3ridegroom” play, is going to Eu- 
rope this month. 


fe 
Miss Collier’s $1,400 
The matter of $1,400 in salary 
due Constance Collier from Bdwin 
H. Knopf on the recent “Spot on 


the Sun” comes up with Equity 
this week. Miss Collier was guar- 
anteed four weeks at $700 by 


Knopf, with the play closing at the 
end of two weeks. 

When payoff time came Knopf | 
claimed Lee Shubert, who was in 
on the show, had guaranteed sala- 
ries, Shubert claiming his guaran- 
tee covered two weeks only and | 
that he was not responsible for any | 
additional arrangements made by | 
Knopf. 


Los Angeles, Feb. 14 
Hollywood Music Box is again} 
dark this week. ‘“Who,’ 
Francisco, 


P. Riewerts, of San 


closed Saturday night 


will return to 
It is understood that young 
werts, backed by his father, dropped 


put the show over. 


McCutcheon- Metcalf Benefit 
Los Angeles, Feb. 14. 

A midnight 
sponsored by the Masquers Club, 
was given at the El Capitan by} 
courtesy of Henry Duffy. Proceeds 
go to the family of Wallace Mc- 
Cutcheon, who committed suicide, 
and Earl Metcalf, film actor, killed | 
in a fall from a plane. 

Walter Weems was chairman of | 
the entertainment committee, and 
Lew Cody, Charlie Murray and Mil- 
ton Sills acted as 
monies. A number of film and stag: 
players appeared. 


to leave in about a month. The Cen- 


|show business with another new 


| Coronado Producing Corp. 
|ciety woman 


MUSIC BOX AGAIN DARK | 


mystery 
play written and produced by John | | plays on the stage, later did them on 


after playing | 
to two weeks of indifferent business. 
|The show will fold up and members | 
lof the cast ’Frisco. | 
Rie- | 


benefit performance, | 
'producing field on his own. 


ithe stage four years ago to go into 
pictures, 
masters of cere- 
'Frederick stam 
jin San Francisco. 


PIGTURES 
UNLY BEFORE 


Opening “Street Angel” at 
Globe March 5—‘“‘Mother 
Machree” Following Into 
Another Un-named The- 
atre—“Four Sons” at the 
Gaiety and “Sunrise” at 
Times Square 


OTHER BIG FILMS 


William Fox shortly will be oper- 
ating four of the legit group of 
Broadway theatres at a $2.20 top 


scale for Fox’s special pictures. His 
third will be the Globe, with Fox’s 
special picture production, “The 
Street Angel,” supplanting the Dil- 
lingham “She’s My Baby” (Beatrice 
Lillie) show there March 6. 

The fourth Broadway house has 
not as yet been named, although 
secured by Fox. It will play the Fox 
special “Mother Machree” and 
shortly follow the Globe’s film pe- 
riod. 

Fox’s other two Broadway legits 
now playing its $2 pictures are the 
Gaiety, where “Four Sons” opened 
Monday, and the Times Square, 
with “Sunrise” still running there. 

It’s the first time a single picture 
concern hag operated four Broad- 
way legit theatres simultoneously. 
Previously, the record was two. 

While there is no definite infor- 
mation on the selection of the 
fourth Fox house, it is believed to 
be the Central. At present Univer- 
sal’s “Uncle Tom” is there. It is due 


tral is a Shubert house. 

Among the other special Fox 
pictures that will duly appear on 
Broadway is “Mother Knows Best,” 
the Edna Ferber story that is the 
tale of a well-known femme star 
and her guiiding relative who has 
always thought she has known best 
for her daughter's on and off wel- 
fare. 

Other Fox specials lined up as big 
pictures are “Red Dancer of Mos- 
cow,” “Four Devils” and “Dollar 
Princess.” 


R. W. Tully Emerges from 
Retirement With New Play 


Los Angeles, Feb. 14. 
Richard Walton Tully, who wrote 


and produced “Omar the Tent- 
maker,” “The Masquerader’ and 
“The Bird of Paradise” after three 


years of seclusion, has returned to 


play, which is to be produced at the 
Mason here early in March. 

The play is being sponsored by the 
Score 1s 
by Anita M. Baldwin, Pasadena s0- 
and heir to the 
“Lucky” Baldwin millions, who also 
wrote the music for “Omar the Tent- 
maker.” 

Many prominent business people | 


the company. | 


Tully, besides producing 


| gcreen, releasing through First Na- | 
tional. 


HARRIS-KAUFMAN HIDING 


Jed Harris and George Kaufman 
left Saturday for Florida, leaving 


|no forwarding address. 
something like $11,000 in trying to| 
| weeks, avoiding Palm Beach, Miami 
or any of the 


They expect to be gone about two 


social resorts. 


Mack Makes It 100% 


Willard Mack is to invade the | 
Mack | 


will sponsor and star in his latest | 


| play, “The Scarlet Fox,’ in re- 
hearsal. 
Paul Nicholson in Show 


Los Angeles, Feb. 14. 
Paul Nicholson, who retired from 


is back on the rostrum, in 
Woman,” a Pauline | 
ing production, now 


“The Searlet 


author. 
year; 
it calls for a stage crew of 13 to 


| in the State said to be investors in/run the production. 


| part of his 


Gags for “Clown” 


San Francisco, Feb. 14. 

Lionel Barrymore will not 
play “Laugh, Clown, Laugh,” 
in two of the fairly big towns 
in the San Joaquin valley in 
California, as the local ~-an- 
ager uocesn’t think there are 
enough comedy gags in the 
play. 

Tentative dates were set, but 
after looking over the Barry- 
more piece at the Lurie in San 
Francisco, the stick man de- 
cided not to play it. 

“I've been trying to figure 
out some good gags that might 
help the show,” he told Ken 
McGaffey, “but I ean’t think 
of a single one.” 


DRY AGENTS CRASH IN 
ON BACK STAGE PARTY 


Boston, Feb. 14. 

Prohibition enforcement officers 
and Boston vice squad members 
crashed the gate at a back-stage 
party of the “Sidewalks of New 
York” company at the Colonial the- 
atre about 1 o’clock in the morning. 

Nothing has happened yet. They 
didn’t find any hard stuff, but they 
did find two kegs in the center of 
the stage. The officers removed 
samples for the chemist to analyze. 

From the office of the Federal dis- 
trict attorney comes the statement 
that the official analysis is being 
awaited. From the raiding officers 
comes the report that the beer 
tested 2.85. 

The party was just coming along 
nicely. A member of the Governor’s 
Council, well known in theatrical 
circles, is supposed to have been 
present. He is said to have opened 
the doors when the cops knocked. 
He inquired whether the flatfeet 
were on business or pleasure, and 
when told “business” nearly col- 
lapsed. 

No action yet, anyway, and the 
“Sidewalks” company is hitting the 
trail Saturday, so it’s nobody’s busi- 
ness. 


“MEEK MOSE” FOR STOCK 


First Negro Play to Go Into Release 
to Resident Co. 


“Meek Mose,” the colored drmaa 


at the Princess, New York, has been 
acquired for stock by the National 
Play Company. 
will he the first negro drama to be 
stockrighted in the history of show 
business. 


This incidentally 


Belasco’s 370th Show 


Atlantic City, Feb. 14. 
Last night, the 18th, at the Apollo, 


David Belasco staged his 370th pro- 
duction, 
first 
many years, 
Father.” 


a unique mark. It’s the 
from his hands in 
ealled “The Bachelor 


comedy 


Edward Charles Carpenter is the 
He was born Dec. 13, some 
there are 13 in the cast and 


Play was cordially received by a 


| 
all his|capacity audience, down here over 


the holiday. 


Blodgett Show, 1 Week 
“Please Stand By,” presented by 
Arba Blodgett, closed Saturday, 
after one week, split between Hart- 
ford and New Haven. 

The piece was first known as 
“Chance.” The company is_ pro- 


| tected under the usual two weeks’ 


salary minimum by security filed 


with Equity. 


Still “G. V. F.” Troubles 


The “Greenwich Village Follies” 
is still undergoing revision and cast 
changes, with Eddie Lambert and 
Rene Riano already walking out. 
Clark and McCullough are reported 
wanted by the Shuberts for the 
comedy roles. Arnold Johnson's Or- 
chestra may also leave, the Shuberts 
claiming that Johnson left the best 
band in New York at 
the Park Central hotel. 


ACTOR-AUTHOR STAGING 
AT SHUBERT REQUEST 


Theatre Operators Offer Carte 
Blanche to Promoters to 
Supply Vacant Houses 


The Shuberts are reported taking 
extreme measures to keep. their 
houses lighte@. There are a num- 
ber dark now and except for one 
week (Christmas to New Year’s) 
nearly every week has seen one or 
more houses untenanted since the 
start of the season. 

The managers’ proposition is that 
of financing actors and playwrights 
to put on shows the Shuberts think 
favorably of. Playwrights are said 
to have been given permission to 
select their own casts and directors 
and in addition to royalties they 
would receive a percentage of the 
earnings. By this plan the Shuberts 
are said to expect to make up for 
their own notoriously weak produc- 
tion department, particularly with 
reference to dramatic offerings. 

The first backing of the kind was 
that of Basil Sydney and Mary Ellis 
in the modern dress version of “The 
Taming of the Shrew.” More re- 
cently there was “The Optimist,” 
which opened at the Century last 
week under a profit sharing plan. 
It is reported the Shuberts backed 
Hassard Short, whose “Sunny 
Days” opens this week. 

“Furies,” being put on by John 
Tuerk, is one of the forthcoming 
shows with the Shuberts interested. 
Tuerk is responsible for “The Com- 
mand to Love,” presented by Brady 
& Wiman and has a third interest 
in it. “Kidnappers,” written by Max 
Marcin and Samuel Shipman, 1fs to 
be ostensibly presented by Marcin, 
but Shubert coin is said to be back 
of the show. Same thing applies to 
“Young Love,” to be put on under 
the guidance of Kenneth McKenna, 
who is to appear in it. 


Salmond’s $850 Stand 
Felix Salmond, violincello' vir- 


tuoso and professor of the violin- 
cello with the Juilliard Foundation 
and the Curtis Institute of Music, 
must continue to pay his wife, Lil- 
lian Salmond, ‘$850 as temporary 
alimony and $1,000 counsel fees, 
according to the Appelate Division’s 
(New York) ruling denying the 
musician’s prayer for a modifica- 
tion. 

Mrs. Salmond, formerly an Eng- 
lish actress, married the ’cellist 
when he was at Daly’s, London, in 
1912. They have two children, 
Jean, 14, and Muriel, 7, who are in 
}America with their mother. She 
is suing for a separation. 

The wife set forth that her hus- 
band’s income is $40,000 a year, he 
admitting to $25,000 in 1926, his 
highest year. She states the Curtis 
Institute pays him $12,000 annually 
and the Juilliard Foundation $10,000 
per annum; also that his Columbia 
records and instruction studio were 
productive of other large sources of 
income. 


Dallas Showless After 
Eighth Flop of Stock 


Dallas, Feb. 14. 
Marking the eighth successive 
flop of dramatic stock in Dallas, 


Joseph D. Miller, producer of the 
Miller Players, close. the doors of 
the Circle with the completion of 
“Know Your Onions.” It left the 
city of almost a auarter million 
people without a legit playhouse, 
and with very little chances of see- 
ing another stock company this 
season, 

This leaves the Circle an empty 
house, to be used, temporarily, 
mostly by the local Little Theatre, 
while that organization is awaiting 
the completion of their new play- 
house. 


Ted Lewis Leaves 


Ted Lewis and his band will leave 
“Artists and Models” at the Winter 
Garden Saturday and on Sunday 
they will entrain for Palm Leach 
for a winter engagement. The 
bandsman is said to have had sev- 


eral disputes with J. J. Shubert, 


| finally deciding to hand inhis notic@® 
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GERMANY 


C. HOOPER TRASK 


Berlin, Feb. 2. 
Renaissance Theater.—“Das 
sil” (“The Fossil’) by Karl Sternheim. 
This author before the war was a 


white hope of the German drama. 
Lately he has not produced anything 
of value. This play concerns a gen- 
eral who rides a hobby horse and 
a young bolshevist who falls in love 
with his daughter. Not so good. 
Well played by Max Guelstorf and 
ranziska Kinz, 

Kammerspiele.—“Dronx Express” 
Ossip Dymow. Surprisingly 
-nough quite a success. Much of the 
satire on American life lost but 
‘nough to get across nicely. Scenic- 
ily Hans Hilpert’s production com- 
vetent and Kurt Bois as Jankel 
“liamkes just as like Broadway as 
Berlin can be. Albert Steinrueck 
miscast in leading role of button 
maker. 

Berliner Theater.—‘Is Zat So?” 
by Tabor and Gleason. A flop. Ger- 
man version proved that success of 
American play depended primarily 
on slang and playing of New York 
cast. Max Adalbert, favorite Berlin 
comedian, did the best he could 
with the boxing manager, but got 
comparatively little cut of it. Wans 
Brausewetter as the boxer was 
sympathetic but little else. Only 
the exceptional Anierican play has 
appeal in Germany. 

Volksbuehne.—‘“‘Man Is Man” by 
Bert Brecht. One of the very best 
plays written by a German author 
{n late years. In India four soldiers 
who man a machine gun plunder a 
temple and one is captured. To fill 
the gap so that they will not be 
suspected of the crime an _ Irish 
packer temporarily repiaces’ the 
other man. When finally discovered 
there is no chance of their comrade 
returning, they bamboozle the Irish- 
man into permanently taking his 
place. This they accomplish by get- 
ting him to sell an elephant which 
does not exist and then executing 
him in mock fash'on for this sup- 
posed swindle. When he comes to, 
they convince him that his former 
self is dead and that he is now 
really the missing soldier. The be- 
ginning is intensely amusing in a 
Kipling manner and if the end, 
which wanders off into futile sym- 
bolism, were changed, the play 
should be a possibility for America. 
Splendidly produced by Erich Engel 
with a cast including Heinrich 
George, Helene Weigel, Lambert- 
Paulsen, and Hans Leibelt. 

Nollendorf Theater.—* Heimweh 
(“Homesickness”) by Franz Jung. Di- 
rector Piscator has excellent idea 
of @onducting side by side with his 
regular performances an_ experi- 
mental organization which shall give 
young actors and authors a chance 
to appear before the public. First’ 
choice unfortunately bad as the 
play was weak and the acting medi- 
ocre. This does not discredit the 
excellent scheme. 

Koeniggraetzer Theater.—‘‘Schloss 
Wetterstein” (“Castle Wetterstein”) ; 
by Frank Wedekind. Nothing more 
than a collection of three playlets 
loosely hung together. First two 
are without particular originality. 
Last grips on account of its dia- 
bolic if overdone sensuality. Per- 
formance was event owing to the 
extraordinary playing of the lead- 
ing role by Pamela Wedekind, 
daughter of the author. Here is 
one of the comins stars of the Ger- 
man theatre. Fritz Kortner also 
gave one of the best performances 
which this uneven but very talented 
actor has ever achieved. Once again, 
how long will it be before an ade- 
quate. performance of Wedekind {is 
given in America? 

Lustspielhaus.— “Unter Geschneft- 
saufsicht” (“Under Supervision”) by 
Arnold and Bach. Usual product 
of this most successful of German 
farce firms and as usual with the 
leading role for the favorite Berlin 
comedian, Guido Tielscher. It will 
run the customary three months in 


Berlin and then clean up in the 
provinces. At least 200 of the 300 
possible theatres will play it. These 
contraptions are purely local and 
without possibilities for America. 


Technique is out of date and always 
contains the conventional misunder- 
standings and mistaken identities. 
Thielscher is a bad actor, merely 
funny on account of his short ro- 
tund figure. 

Kurfuerstendamm Theatre—“Bei 
Uns—Um die Gedaechtniskirche 
Rum” (With Us—Around the 
Memorial Church). Revue’ _— by 
Friedrich Hollander and Moritz 
Seelers. Intimate satirical revue 
now common on Kurfuerstendamm. 
No better or worse than the others. 
Some of the scenes are witty and 
amusing; some merely stop gaps. 
All allusions purely local. The 
most promising things about it are 
the lyrics and music of young 
Friedrich Hollander, who should 
develop into a real composer of 
popular hits. Well enough per- 
formed by a cast including Willi 
Schaeffers, Annie Mewes, Hubert 
von Meyrinck and Annemarie 
Haase. 


Kuenstler Theater — “Evelyne.” 


‘daughter is cleverer 


Operetta by Bruno Granichsiaedten. 
With ana laan this composer springs | 


Another O’Neill Play 


A vaudevillian with literary 
aspirations, just back in New 
York, after a season of the 
grind houses, went to see 
“Strange Interlude.” Asked 
what he thought of it he said: 

“Well, it took O'Neill to put 
over a supper show.” 


up into first rank. No doubt about 
it, this operetta should go to 
America. His orchestration includes 
saxophones and celesta, in best 
modern jazz tradition, combined 
with all that’s worth keeping of 
the Viennese school. 

Several real hits, of which at 
least two should find their way to 
the dancing floor. The libretto, by 
the composer, is gay and modern. 

Evelyne, rich millionaire’s daugh- 
ter, grows tired of her insipid so- 
ciety life and goes out to earn her 
living. She tries everything. 
Through all her’ vicissitudes a 
young jazz musician follows her. 
Program states that this is ail 
founded on a novel by Philip Op- 
penheim, and may be. Fine cast, 
with Rita Georg and Max Hansen, 
put the show over completely. 


Thalia Theater — “Das Kamel 
Geht Durch das Nadeloehr” (The 


Camel Goes Through a Needle’s 
Eye”), by Frantisek Langer. Author 
of the tragic “Peripherie” has here 
turned out a light little comedy of 
no particular importance. In the 
slums of Prague a witty old hag 
makes her living by arranging that 
her husband have fits for the bene- 
fit of charitably minded ladies. Her 
and catches 
the son of a millionaire family. 


Play shows real observation and 
is often humorous. It is no ad- 
vance for its author, but gives evi- 
dence that he might develop into 
a really first rate writer of comedy. 
Neatly played at this out-of-the- 
Way theatre by a company includ- 
ing Else Boeck-Neft, Bruno Ziener, 
Bertl Halovanek and Werner 
Pitschau. 

Theater des Westens — “Munch- 
hausen,” operetta by Felix Doer- 
mann; music by Ernst Stephan. 
Munchhausen is in literature the 
typification of the great liar. But 
here he becomes merely rather a 
sentimental swindler. In love with 
a countess, but, realizing that his 
passion is endangering for her the 
love of another man more worthy 
of her, he pretends to be a brute 
and is spurned. Heavy dramatic 
second act climax. 

When will the German composers 
realize that the time for this sort 
of buncombe melodrama has 
passed? Its absence is what makes 
“Evelyne” such a big success. The 
music by Stephan is considerably 
better, and if the book were re- 
vised it might be worthy of Ameri- 
ean production. Erik Wirl and 
Rose Ader distinguish themselves 
in a generally competent cast. 

Berliner Theater—‘‘Der Herr von 
——,"” by Friedman Frederich. 
Play for the comedian, Max Adal- 
bert, which gives him an excellent 
opportunity to shoot off his Berlin 
tongue. His speeches fall over each 
other, and, although the individual 
gag may not be aimed for the belly 
region, the general effect is highly 
enjoyable. The farce concerns a 
German burger with the prosaic 
name of Emil Krause, who gives 
himself the German title of nobil- 
ity, “Von.” From this moment he 
is successful in all his business and 
amorous enterprises. And that’s all 
there is to it. 

HAMBURG 

“Broadway,” by Dunning and Ab- 
bott, had its German premiere here 
at the Thalia, aithough it has been 
played (fall) in Vienna. Reception 
good, if not enthusiastic. The 
critics high-hatted it a bit, but ad- 
mitted that it was well put to- 
gether. 

Of course, such a play can never 
get across in translation as it did 
in its native language, as the slang 
is quite impossible of translation; 
moreover, the translation in this 
case by Clement is unexcusably in- 
adequate. Where he couldn’t 
translate he cut. : 


The only figure that really got 
across was that of the cabaret 
hoofer, Willi Mertens. The Perlin 


production will be given by Fugen 
Robert at the Beliner Theater in 


the spring. 
ESSEN 

The three maritime one-acters by 
O'Neill, which he has collected un- 
der the title of “S. S. Glencairn,” 
had their German premiere in this 
small city. Best received was the 
“Caribbean Moon,” which had al- 
ready been given at a matinee in 
serlin. “The Long Trip Home” 
was considered sentimental. “Bound 
East of Cardiff’ somewhat thin, but 
“In the Zone” was admitted to have 


a good dramatic idea. 

O'Neill is being pursued with his 
usual bad luck and it looks very 
doubtful whether he will ever 


really get a foothold here. 


Capes-Wainright Engagement 


Edith May Capes, producer, an- 
nounces her engagement to Lee 
Wainright. 

They will be married this month 
at St. Malachy’s Church, New York. 


MOROSCO BLOWS 
NEW “COMEBACK” 


Angel Quits When $40,000 
Bankroll Used Up—Oliver 
Has Auto Only 


Oliver Morosco has muffed an- 
other chance to comeback as a legit 
producer through the walkout of A. 
Pelletier, New York perfume manu- 


facturer, who had been financing 


Morosco. 

Pelletier met Morosco§ severa! 
months ago in New York and en- 
gaged him to stage a series of 
French operettas. As association 
progressed Morosco diverted his 


“angel” from the operetta idea to 
finance a musical, “The Morning 
After,” in Los Angeles, where Mo- 
rosco was to attempt a comeback in 
a spot he considered more friendly 
than New York. 

Before entraining Pelletier ad- 
vanced Morosco $5,000 to pay off 
minor obligations. Morosco had en- 
gaged several players in New York 
for the proposed musical, but had 
neglected to post bond at Equity 
with rseult that the actors did not 
entrain. 

Back on the coast Morosco cast 

his show with local availables and 
proceded with rehearsals. During 
this period, according to reports, 
the wires were hot for additional 
finances, so much so that Pelletier 
dispatched his secretary to the 
coast to find out what had become 
of the $40,000 originally advanced 
to Morosco. 
Investigation revealed that Moros- 
co had purchased an automobile and 
also had made an initial payment 
on a house. The sec. immediate‘ty 
long distanced his findings to 
Pelletier, with the latter pulling out 
of the venture pronto and with the 
show closing. 

“The Morning After’ was a mu- 
sical version of “Please Get Mar- 
ried,” with book and lyrics by Mo- 
rosco and music by Kenneth Bur- 
ton. Before going coastward Mo- 
rosco received $500 advance royalty 
from Harms for the music rights 
and instead of _ splitting with 
Burton gave him an I. O. U. for his 
share, with a promise that Burton 
would be reimbursed when the 
show was produced. Burton and 
his wife, professionally Kitty Clark, 
left lucrative assignments in New 
York to go to California. 

Second Chance Tossed 


This is the second promising 
chance tossed away by Mo- 
rosco. In the other instance Henry 


Hurd, California real estate man, 
went behind Morosco on production 
of “His Queen,” which flopped after 
a couple of weeks at the Hudson, 
New York, season before last. 
Salaries to cast were unpaid and 
when Hurd was notified by Equity 
he claimed that Morosco had more 
than plenty to take care of all ob- 
ligations. Hurd charged that Mo- 
rosco had been unable to account 
for $20,000, which had been part of 
the original bankroll Hurd had put 
to Morosco’s credit for the produc- 
tion. 


“VANITIES” FOR COAST? 


Los Angeles, Feb. 14. 
Earl Carroll has sent several wires 
to friends here requesting them to 
procure a theatre for him as he 
wished to bring “Vanities” to the 
coast in April. 
No theatre as yet has been offered. 


Shuberts Buy Drama; 
Adapters Dispute Royalty 


Shuberts have acquired the rights 
to “Twelve Thousand,” a German 
drama by Bruno Frank, adapted by 
William A. Drake, formerly foreign 
book editor of the “Herald Tribune,” 
and Eric Posselt, a contributor to 
the “American Mercury.” They in- 
tend using it for Basil Sydney and 
Mary Ellis. 

American rights were originally 
held by Guthrie McClintic, who de- 
cided against it after reading the 
translation. A disagreement  be- 
tween the two adapters on the sub- 
ject of division of royalty is said 
to be holding up immediate produc- 
tion, 


MRS. PARKER’S DIVORCE 


Named Frances Morris Stock In- 
genue—Suit Undefended 


Portland, Me., Feb. 14. 

Russell F. Parker, director of the 
Jefferson Players here, and a player 
in the company, was the defendant 
in a suit for divorce brought by Mrs. 
Edith L. Parker, of Huntington, 
L. I., here. 

The libel, which charged deser- 
tion, non-support and cruelty, was 
uncontested by Parker. Testifying 
in her own behalf, Mrs. Parker 
named Frances Morris, ingenue 
with the Jefferson Players, as being 
in part responsible for the deviation 
of Mr. Parker. 

The witness had called on Miss 
Morris, she declared, and asked her 
to “give up” Parker. The actress 
refused, witness testified. The 
Parkers were married in Harrison, 
N. J., in 1908. They have one daugh- 
ter, Ruth, aged 13. Mrs, Parker 
asks for the girl and alimony. She 
is employed in Huntington as a 
deputy tax collector at $25 per 
week. 


Tourist Flood Basis 
Of Montreal Stock 


A summer season of musical com- 
edy stock has been arranged for His 
Majesty’s Montreal, starting next 
spring and continuing into Septem- 
ber. Heretofore no legitimate at- 
tractions have appeared in that city 
during the vacation months, and it 
is regarded as a promising field be- 
cause of the increasing number of 
tourists pouring into Montreal. 

Charles Emerson Cook, who has 
been general press agent for the 
Frazee attractions, and Bert E. 
Lang, manager of His Majesty’s, 
will direct the stock, which will be 
called the Savoy musical comedy 
company. They have secured the 
Montreal rights for “No, No, Nan- 
ette,” “Wildflower,” “Queen High,” 
“Sally,” “The Girl Friend,” “Good 
Morning, Dearie,” ‘‘Yes, Yes, Yvette,” 
“The O’Brien Girl” and others. 

The company aad chorus will be 
recrulted in New York by Cook. 


“Unborn Child” for B’way 


George M. Gatts is planning a 
Broadway revival of his road win- 
ner, “The Unborn Child.” Show 
played the road for eight seasons 
prior to shelving a couple of seasons 
ago when the road went bad. 

Gatts is lining up a name cast 
doing the experiment as a freak. 
“Unborn Child” is reputed to have 
cleaned up a fortune for Gatts as a 
road attraction. 


TOO MANY MUSICALS 


The musical version of “East is 
West” has been sidetracked until 
next season by William Harris, Jr. 

Harris claims New York is over 
musicaled at this time. 
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GOV'T’S TAX CLAM 
ON SHUBERTS, $200,000 


Figured on 50% of Excess Paid 
-Managers by Ticket Brokers 
—Claim to Be Contested 


The government, through the col. 
lector of the internal revenue de- 
partment, has rendered a bill re- 
ported to be over $200,000 against 
the Shuberts, based on money paid 
the Shuberts by ticket agencies. 
Under the law if a theatre accepts 
more than the established price for 
tickets, 50 per cent. is to be paid 
the government. The Shuberts wil] 
contest the claim. 

During the investigation of: the 
ticket situation last summer, Fed- 
eral Attorney for New York Charles 
H. Tuttle brought out that the 
brokers paid the Shuberts $65,000 
within a year for the concession to 
resell tickets at a premium. Man- 
agers have contended they have the 
right to sell such concessions the 
same as for candy, etce., but the 
Shubert auditor admitted the sums 
charged the ticket brokers were a 
certain percentage per ticket. Tes- 
timony revealed each agency wags 
taxed a certain sum by the Shuberts 
and at the end of the season the 
number of tickets sold by each 
agency was checked up and if the 
money paid in advance was more 
than 7% cents per ticket, refund 
was made. 

Several Years 

Tuttle stated at the time that the 
Shubert lawyers be consulted by 
them and one-half of the money be 
turned over to the tax collector. The 


investigation brought out that in ade 


dition to the brokers’ concession 
money, the Shuberts made theatre 
treasurers kick-in with half of the 
gratuities paid them by the agen- 
cies. The total for the year ap- 
peared to total $67,500, and the 
reputed size of the government’s bill 
rendered probably covers several 
years. ‘ 
Most of the brokers have settled 
the claims against them filed. by the 
government. During the investiga- 
tion when some 20 odd agencies ad- 
mitted they had failed to file re- 
turns on excess premiums and pay 
the legal 50 per cent. to the govern- 
ment, the internal revenue depart- 
ment made assessments against the 
brokers. 

The assessments are _ reported 
having been settled on the basis of 
around 10 per cent. of the amount 
demanded. The highest amount 
against any individual agency was 
$224,000. It was settled for $11,000. 
It appears that the total claim cov- 
ered a five-year period and it was 
agreed that the government’s claims 
should only cover the 14 months’ 
period under investigation. 
Furthermore the government, in 


computing the assessments, failed to 


make deductions of moneys paid the 
managers in the form of conces- 
sions nor the gratuities to box of- 
fice men. As the government is 
attempting to collect its half of that 
money, it was conceded it should be 
deducted from the assessments as 
actual working expense. 


Commercial Rival for 
St. Louis Civic Opera 


St. Louis, Feb. 14. 

The Municipal theatre, in Forest 
Park, owned and operated by the 
city of St. Louis for the past nine 
summer seasons, is to have opposi-. 
tion this year for the first time 
Charles Sinclair, stage director of 
the municipal operas, has announced 
that he has leased the Garden thea- 
tre, St. Louis. The Garden season 
will open the first week in June, 
just about the time the Municipal 
theatre opens, and will offer light 
musical shows. 

Casts recruited of principals from 
New York and choruses enlisted 
here in St. Louis will be engaged 
for both theatres. 


Young Gleason’s Bow 


Russell Gleason, young son of 
James Gleason and Lucile Webster, 
will make his real Broadway debut 
late in May, when his father and 
Earle Boothe present him in “Wil- 
bur,” a comedy by Anne Morrison 
and John Peter Toohey. This {8 
the dramatization of a series of 
stories Toohey had in “Pictorial 


Review.” 
Marion Coakley Marrying? 
Dorothy Day replaces Marion 
Coakley in “The Racket,” at thé 
Ambassador. 


Miss Coakley, it is said, is leav- 


ing to get married. 
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Wednesday, February 15, 1928 


EDDIE 


PHYSICAL EXAM 


Comedian Appears Before Equity and Ziegfeld’s 


Physician to Refute 


Zieggy’s Complaint He 


Didn’t Want to Work—Now in Havana 


Following doctor’s orders, Eddie 
Cantor departed for Havana Friday 
to begin a rest period of at least 
three months. The day before he 


had gone through an unusual pro- 
ceeding in the offices of Equity, 
willingly appearing there in answer 
to Flo Ziegfeld’s complaint that he 
was physically able to continue in 
the “Follies.” Cantor had left the 
show on the advice of his physician 
and the “Follies” tour was suddenly 
cancelled. His medical adviser had 
told him his resistance was low and 
a common cold might result seri- 
ously. That explained his sudden 
decision to go south. 

Ziegfeld complained to Equity 
that Cantor contemplated a trip to 
the coast after going southward and 
that the star intended making pic- 
tures. Cantor denied any such in- 
tention. 

After it was shown that his con- 
dition rendered further stage work 
at this time precarious, Cantor de- 
clared to a special committee at 
Equity that upon recovery from re- 
eurrent pleurisy he would present 
himself to the manager, ready to 
go to work, and further, that dur- 
ing the life of his two years’ con- 
tract with Zieggy, if he should 
appear in pictures, vaudeville, radio 
or even a benefit before first giving 
the manager a chance for his ser- 
vices, he would not only pay Zieg- 
fela for the loss entailed through 
the sudden closing, but would pay 
for the “Follies” .production. 

It is reported the “Follies” was 
in the box for $238,000 when it 
closed. Cantor offered to post a 
bond covering his promise. That 
was not deemed necessary, but he 
insisted the statement be taken 
down by a stenographer as a record. 

Back Burned 


In answer to Ziegfeld’s claim 
that Cantor could have given him 
a week’s notice and in that way 
protected him as to the company’s 
salaries, the star stripped before 
the committee and exhibited a large 
burn on his back, That came as 
the result of ‘a medical  high- 
powered lamp. He took the treat- 
ment Sunday in an effort to clear 
up the condition of his chest. The 
next day he advised Ziegfeld that 
it would be impossible for him to 
make the Philadelphia date. 

Dr. Jerome Wagner, Ziegfeld’s 
physician, and Dr. Lowry were 
present at the Equity session, X- 
rays were shown and the doctors 
and patient repaired to Wagner's 
office. Dr. Wagner later phoned 
Equity he concurred with Cantor’s 
physician as to the patient’s con- 
dition in every respect. 

It was stated that Cantor would 
come around in a warmer climate 
and he is expected to be recovered 
by May. 


Shubert-Variety Case 
Is Again Adjourned 


Another adjournment of the trial 
of the $100,000 damage action 
brought by the Shuberts against 
Variety was mutually agreed upon 
last week, It is now set on the Su- 
preme Court calendar for next Oc- 
tober. 

Shuberts started the case against 
Variety several years ago. 


SEARLES PRACTICING LAW 


John Searles has withdrawn from 
Equity’s offices and is now a prac- 
ticing attorney on his own, having 
taken quarters in the offices of Jo- 
Seph P, Bickerton, Jr. 

Searles handled the security and 
cash bonds deposited with Equity to 
protect players for the two weeks’ 
minimum and the complaints in 
cases of unpaid salaries, 

He is succeeded by 
Moore, 


William 


MARGARET LAWRENCE OFF 


Margaret Lawrence has switched 
Plans, She will not enter vaudeville, 
but instead will star in “The Beha- 
vier of Mrs. Crane,” which Walker 
Lindsay and Eugene Parsons will 
Produce, 

Miss Lawrence arrives from Cali- 
fornia this week to begin rehearsals. 


4 SHOWS OUT 


One show closed suddenly on 
Broadway Saturday, and at least 
three more Will go down this week. 

“La Gringa,” presented by Ham- 
ilton McFadden at the Little, was 
withdrawn after a week and a half. 


“LA GRINGA” 
Opened Feb. 1. Dale (“Ameri- 
can’) labeled it “a genuine 
antique.” 


— 


“The Baby Cyclone,’ George M. 
Cohan farce, goes to the road from 
Miller’s after 23 weeks. Drew fairly 
good money, averaging around $10,- 
000 for several months, with the 
top gross $12,000, 


“THE BABY CYCLONE” 

Opened Sept. 12. Mantle 
(“News”) characterized play 
as “Cohan at his best.” Mostly 
second string notices. 

Variety said: “Should be 
good until Lent.” 


“57 Bowery,” presented independ- 
ently at Wallack’s, is due to stop 
Saturday, although the backers are 
seeking another house. With tak- 
ings around $3,000, that is dis- 
counted. 


“57 BOWERY” 
Opened Jan. 26. Woollcott 
(“World”) termed it “third 
rate truck.” Winchell (“Gra- 
phic”) rated it “helpless.” 


Variety (Abel): “will not 
flourish.” 
“So Am I,” also independently 


presented, is listed to close at the 
Comedy at the end of the fourth 


“SO AM 1!” 

Opened Jan. 27. Hammond 
“Herald-Tribune”) said: “An 
infirm allegory.’ Anderson 
(“Journal”) called it “insipid 
and anaemic prank.” 


week. Business estimated at under 
$4,000, and another attraction is 
booked in for next week. 


HARLAND’S ANGELING 
Los Angeles, Feb. 14. 
Kenneth Harland, picture actor, 
now starred in thé stage play “Tri- 
umphant Bachelor,” will angel the 
attraction personally for a road 
tour following the closing at the 
Playhouse, “Excess Baggage” 
comes into the house in two weeks. 


Coast to Coast Negro Show 


The Mamie Smith show, an all- 
colored. outfit, has been booked for 
10 weeks at the Lincoln, Los An- 
geles, opening April 1. 

This is one of Jack Goldberg’s 
shows playing colored houses 
through the east and south. 


AHEAD AND BACK 


Frank Gunn, assisting Wayne 
Pearson in handling “Uncle Tom’s 
Cabin,” film, (Central, N. Y.). 

‘ George Henshel ahead of “Hid- 
en,” 

A, W. Bachelder ahead of Detroit- 
Chicago company of “Good News.” 

Al Spink, Jr,, behind with Chi- 
cago company, “Desert Song.” 

Charles Washburn, publicity for 
George M. Cohan productions. 

Ann Grosvenor Ayres, general 
press representative for Richard 
Herndon. 

Holtzman and Dorfman, publicity 


for Anna Held, Jr., on “Quick- 
sands.” 
Oliver M. Sayler, publicity for 


Gilbert Miller on “The Patriot.” 

Ray Henderson, publicity on “The 
Merchant of Venice” (Ames). 

John J. Mooney, general manager 
for Myron Fagan productions of 
“Jimmie’s Women,” current at 
Frolic, New York, and “Fascinat- 
ing Devil’ in preparation. 

Howard L. Potter is in the south 
taking care of the advance for the 
Mary Garden tour, while also with 
“The Barker,” both under the Wag- 
ner management. 


Edna Leedom Out of Show; 
Shuberts File Complaint 


Edna Leedom, featured with 
“Lovely Lady” at the Sam H. Harris, 
left the show Friday, reporting ill- 
ness. Doris Patson, in the cast, was 
elevated to the lead and continued 
in that role Monday. Over the week- 
end Miss Leedom sent word to the 
Shubert office she had developed an 
attack of acute appendicitis. 

The Shubert office complained to 
Equity asking for a physical ex- 
amination of Miss Leedom, on the 
grounds that the show was built 
around her and would have to close 
if she did not return. A physician 
appointed by Equity and one repre- 
senting the Shuberts called at the 
Leedom apartment but were refused 
admittance to her bedside by a 
nurse. The latter stated Miss Lee- 
dom’s own physician was out of 
town and that she declined to have 
any other doctors attend or examine 
her without his consent. 

The matter was to have come 
before Equity’s Council Tuesday, 
but on that day the Shubert office 
was expectant Miss Leedom would 
return to the cast that evening. 


BURNS MANTLE’S ERRAR 
ON BIRTHDAY DATES 


Annual of ’26-’27 Disagrees 
on Ages With Same Book 
of ’20-’21 


Legitimate actors seem to be 
more or less volatile about birth- 
days and ages. Between Burns 
Mantle’s Year Book of 1920-21 and 
the latest volume for 1926-27 some 
37 actors and actresses of promi- 
nence became either older or 
younger. 

Donald Brian was 40 in 1920 and 
apparently was 65 in 1926. Henry 
E. Dixey was three years younger 
in 1926 than he was six years 
earlier in 1920. Similar outwitting 
of time was accomplished in other 
cases, While others speeded up time 
and jumped ahead. 

Here’s the dope gheet compiled 
from Mr. Mantle’e all-revealing 
almanacs: 


1926 1920 

Born Born 
Lionel Atwill 1885 1883 
Fay Bainter 1892 1893 
Ethel Barrymore ..+.-. 1879 1883 
John Barrymore ...... 1882 1880 
Richard Bennett ...... 1873 1872 
Wikda Bennett ....+e.. 1894 1899 
Alice Brady 1892 1896 
William A. Brady...... 1863 1865 
Donald Brian 1871 1880 
Billie Burke 1885 1886 
Ina Claire eeeeeeeeeeee 1892 1897 
Wm. Courtleigh ....... 1869 1867 
JONG COW!) 2687 1884 
Laura Hope Crews..... 1880 1883 
Henry EB. 1859 1850 
Jeanne 1894 1892 
Wallace Eddinger ..... 1881 1883 
Dustin Farnum ....... 1874 1875 
Elsie Ferguson 1883 1885 
Grace George .secccece 1879 1883 
Hale Hamilton ..ec.-.. 1880 1883 
Helen Hayes ..ccccece 1900 1902 
Violet Heming 1893 1894 
HOGG B08 1895 
Margaret Lawrence ... 1890 1889 
Pauline Lord .....ecceee 1890 1893 
Mary Ryan ...cccccces 1885 1886 
E. H. Sothern. 1859 1864 
Bred Stone ..ccccscccee 1679 1877 
David ....... 1866 1891 
Helen MacKellar ..... 1896 1888 
Bruce McRae .....sece2 1867 1864 
Marilyn Miller ........ 1898 1900 
Marjorie Rambeau .... 1889 1884 
Peggy Wo0d 1886 1893 


“WRECKER” OPENING 
“The Wrecker,” sponsored by Guy 
Bates Post, opens at the Apollo, At- 
lantic City, next week (Feb. 20) and 
comes to New York two weeks later. 
Cast includes Elsie Wagstaff, An- 
nabelle Murray, Phylis Harding, 


Sara Haden, Jack Leslie. Roland 
Hogue, Clifford Walker, . Alfred 
Heming, Douglas Garden, Pacie 


Ripple, Frank Arundell and Carlton 
Rivers. 


DUFFY AFTER 8TH 
Los Angeles, Feb. 14. 

Henry Duffy, who operates seven 
stock houses on the coast, is nego- 
tiating with Gerhold Davis to take 
over the Morosco (downtown). 

Davis has had the house about a 
month, having leased ft from the 
Moroseco trustees, previous opera- 
tora. 
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RAIN OR SHINE 


A. L. Jones and Morris Green musical 

production starring Joe Cook, with ‘Tom 
Howard and Nancy Welford featured. 
Book by James Gleason and Maurice 
Marks; lyrics by Jack Yellen; music, Mil- 
ton Ager and Owen Murphy. Staged by 
Alexander Leftwich; dances by Russell E. 
Market and Tom Nip; art direction, Clark 
Robinson; costumes, Charles Le Maire; 
+ oe direction by Don Voorhees and 
and, 

Chorus (32); male chorus (15); Markert’s 
16 American Rockets; the New Yorkers, 
male quartet. 

In two acts and 12 scenes. Opened Feb. 
9 at the George M. Cohan, New York. 


$5.50 top. 

Amos Shrewsberry ....... Howard 
GohultS Helen Lynd 


Jesse Dalton Lyons 
Mary Wheeler Welford 


eeeee-Marian Herson 


The Ticket Seller .... 


James Gregory 
Smiley’s Protege .... 


Chasen 


Grocko (The Clown)......Vernon Jacobson 
Head Waiter ..... Chagen 
Folte (the Lion 'famer)....Wm. V. Powers 
Mrs. Patricia Conway.......... Janet Velie 
Ernest Lambert 


“Rain or Shine’ should weather 
the stiff Broadway competition for a 
long time and click heavily at $5.50 
top. It has something of everything 
in the musical line seen before and 
a distinctive asset in Joe Cook, its 
star. Without Cook the impression 
might not bo so unanimously fa- 
vorable, although the ingredients 
are happily selected, 

Jones and Green, recognizing the 
trend of production standards as 
established by the new school of 
writers, made the lyrics a feature 
in themselves, as well as the music, 
overbalancing the _ libretto. The 
Gleason-Marks book creaks in spots 
and becomes almost banal towards 
the finale, saved only by Cook’s 
broad grimacing, which comes at a 
favorable stage when almost any- 
thing wouldn’t matter, so impres- 
sive has been the foregoing pres- 
entation. 

With Broadway never boasting 
so many musical hits in its history, 
nor at such fancy scales, compari- 
sons are once more in store. Hence 
it is patent that “Rain or Shine” 
started out insuring itself by some- 
what patterning its stuff along fa- 
vorably accepted standards of the 
day. 

“Glad Tidings” is a takeoff on 
“Good News” song from the pro- 
duction of that name, as is some 
of the general motif. “The Roust- 
about Song,’ with its male choir, 
reminds of the “Song of the Vaga- 
bonds”; the circus wagon set and 
the ballets a la Marilyn Miller’s 
“Sunny,” and so on. 

Jones and Green, or their di- 
rector, Leftwich, have extracted the 
best ingredients to season the pro- 
duction and while the change of 
pace might superficially suggest a 
hodge-podge result, it works out 
very interestingly. There are a few 
dull moments when Cook’s absence 
becomes slightly noticed, but they 
are not permitted to run overly 
long. 

Jones and Green have done some- 
thing with the Don Voorhees pit 
orchestra that nobody else, outside 
of Schwab and Mandel with the 
Olsenites in “Good News,” have 
had the courage to essay; i.e., ultra 
futuristic orchestration scored for 
saxophones and torrid trumpets 
and not the accepted oboe and 
woodwind style of musical accom- 
paniment. 

Admittedly, the masses may not 
fully comprehend the significance of 
this trick jazzique, but subcon- 
sciously they sense it has a new 
and advanced meaning and at all 
times it serves the purpose of jack- 
ing up the proceedings with snappy 
syncopation which the orthodox 
baldpate maestros have failed to 
produce in the past. When Voor- 
hees plays for a dance specialty he 
plays ultra dance music and not a 
mere accompaniment haphazardly 
orchestrated, 

From Tin Pan Alley come the 
songwriters, Jack Yellen, Milton 
Ager and Owen Murphy, the latter 
having some production experience, 
but Ager and Yellen possessed of 
long experience In fashioning words 
and music for the masses. And 
since the masses make or break a 
show, why not the same routine 
for production music? A $5 customer 
will whistle just as lustily as a 
gallery worshipper in a picture 
house. So much for the creative 
ingredients of this musical. 

With the score dominating the 
book, the latter could safely fall 
shy of the mark, considering the 
sturdy casting, headed by Cook 
who, like so many other alumni of 
vaudeville or burlesque, was a reve- 
lation at $5. That takes in Tom 
Howard, a burlesque vet who was 
seen in the last “Greenwich Village 
Follies.” Cook, too, has had re- 
vue experience, “Vanities.” 

Watching Cook work, and with 
utmost appreciation of his artistry, 
you can’t help conjecture what Will 
Mahoney might do with equal on- 
portunities. Where Cook extends 
himself in other departments, other 
than dancing, Mahoney qualifies 
handily on the stepping and can 


also do songs in a manner all his 
own. Cook, on the other hand, » 


more legit as @ comedian, relying 
on lines, business and general vere 
satility for favorable impression. 

“Rain or Shine” has to do with 
Nancy. Welford's circus, of which 
Joe Cook is manager, being up 
against it and Tom Howard as the 
A. K. Angel buying in. Howard is 
Amos K. Shrewsberry, A. K. for 
short he calls himself. Then there 
is Joe Lyons as the machinating 
ringmaster who is sour on Warren 
Hull, a corking juvenile, as a 
pseudo-roustabout, actually a 
wealthy scion in disguise, courting 
Miss Welford. 

From the public square, and the 
first of several familiar, but well 
done money changing bits by Cook 
and Howard—going better at five 
bucks than at 50 cents in burlesque 
—the action takes to the circus 
ground, 

Miss Welford and Hull introduce 
“Glad Tidings,” one of the several 
good numbers. “So Would I,” oy 
Cook and the chorus, is a comedy 
interlude and “Add a Little Wiggle” 
peps it up immediately with a 
snappy cooch ensemble led by Helen 
Lynd. Miss Lynd in this number, 
as well as in “Feelin' Good” (more 
approaching “Good News” than 
“Glad Tidings) reminds of the Wil- 
liams Sisters in the stomp stuff, but 
the similarity is not too close, She 
is the same hoydenish personality, 
a bit too hotsy-totsy for the aver- 
age legit musical, because of the 
strong nite club suggestions, but is 
excellent here. In the “wiggle” 
number, the Markert Rockets and 
Tom Nip’s Girls are chiefly respon- 
sible for the ensemble success, as 
with the rest of their opportuni- 
ties. “Rain or Shine,” the theme 
song done by Miss Welford and 
Hull, is another outstander and 
cinched Hull as an unusual type 
juv. He qualifies along the same 
lines as Harry Fender in that de- 
partment. 

Ethel Norris, after a favorable 
start, cinched her’ opportunities 
with “Oh Baby” opposite Edgar 
Gardner, the second juvenile. Miss 
Norris is from the nite clubs and 
past predictions for production 
success are amply fulfilled. The 
same “cuteness” that impressed in 
the intimacy of a cafe floor clicks 
even better across the foots. Vere 
non Jacobson, leading the “Laugh, 
Clown, Laugh,’ number, was an- 
other solo hit and Hull’s leading of 
the “Roustabout Song” fetched a 
flock of encores. 

Some of the color of the big top 
scenes is lost in the second stanza 
because of the society atmosphere 
which motivates the action along 
conventional lines. The triangle 
stuff with the roustabout-millione 
aire hero, the circus aerial star and 
the society dame is introduced here, 

The burlesque hokum business of 
bad manners by the circus guests 
at the fashionable garden party 
starts the fun off fast and furious- 
ly. Howard and Ernest Lambert, 
as Lord Gwinnie, got in some more 
money changing hokum, and Rosié 
Moran, who had previously regis- 
tered with her snappy stepping, 
again scored in the stair specialty, 
The Rockets hand drill stuff which 
Markert presented at the Roxy 
within recent memory was an ene 
semble highlight. Judging by the 
reaction to Markert’s terp creae 
tions, he will take his place along 
with the Tiller, Foster, Hoffman 
and Rasch girls as dance routiners, 
his stuff being advanced both in 
idea and development. 

Two striking curtains were in- 
troduced in the second half. One 
was a realistic elephant scene and 
the other a fantastic clown doll for- 
mation will have them talking as 
much as they will about that Rube 
Goldberg-patterned scene wherein 
Cook motivates, through an intri- 
cate process, the triangle sounding 
assistance of Dave Chasen. It’s an 
elaboration of the old mallet-on- 
the-dome stuff as done by Cook and 
Chasen in “Vanities.” 

It was in the first act finale that 
Cook, with the crew striking and 
the animal trainer walking out, 
gives the show all by himself. The 
ball balancing, juggling, hoke and 
general nonsense with Chasen as 
chief assistant cinched everything 
for the star and the show. 

In toto, Jones and Green have @ 
winner in “Rain or Shine” and @ 
whale of an attraction in Joe Cook. 
The comedian will go far in legit, 


his first starring opportunities 
proving what four Hawaiians can 
do for one American comic. 


bel. 


These Modern Women 


Comedy drama in three acts presented 
by Kenneth) Macgowan and Robert Rock- 
more at the Eltinge Feb. 13; written by 
Lawrence Langner; directed by Rouben 


Mamoulian; Crystal Herne featured. 

Harold Haynes..... Minor Watson 
Marle Camilla Dalberg 
Mise Catherine Haydon 
Annabelle Marvin.........-- Helen Flint 


Richard Cornwall Sian Mowbray 
Roberta Watson Coakley...Chrystal Herne 


Lawrenee Langner of the Thea- 
tre Cinild fas written a clever com- 
edy in “These Modern Women” and 
the plav has a definite dramatic 
trend. The Guild might have pro- 
duced it but it seems a part of that 


organization's policy not to accept 


(Continued on page 52) 
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SHO WS IN N Y AND COMMENT Shows in “JUST FANCY” 
ows in ear LOUT 
| Molly Picon, Yiddish Musical Star, 7% ” 
Figures estimated and comment point to some attractions being “The Wrecker” (Guy Bates Averages Around $2,200 Weekly IN CHI; DECK STOPS f 
— while the same gross accredited to others might suggest Post Despite the sl in Yid 
mediocrity or loss. The variance is explained in the difference in “Th gene Fn 7 
— capacities = the varying overhead. Also the size of cast, Mack) Both Cases Are Ss urprise 
with consequent difference in necessary gross of profit. Variance “M ii i es ee = 
. ulligan - j j 
business necessary for musical attraction as against dramatic ald ConstantW ife” Continues 
play is also considered. “R ( cage igh— 
: oulette” (Leo 
Classification of attraction, house capacity and top price of the Ge Hig Several Dark 
admission scale given below. Key to classification: C (comedy); (Jackson & Kraft) latest musical “Some Py apelin A 
D (drama); R (revue); M (musical comedy); F (farce); O (operetta). “Jungle Fever” (Paige-Janis $15,000. ” Chicago, Feb. 14. : 
Productions). The rest of the week is devoted One new opening last week and 
“A Connecticut Yankee,” Vander- leaders, with estimated pace of Another Bottie, Doe’’ to repertoire, as is the custom of SES COnGE aeeuReNS fer the 
bilt (16th week) (M-882; $5.50). $37,000 (Thomas McElphany). Yiddish legit houses where no at- | next two weeks. Business 
This musical outstanding attrac- |“Marco Millions,” Guild (C-914- “Napoleon” (James W. Elli- traction plays all week ‘round, ex- | loop legits, with = 
tion of season; $23,500 and over.| $3.85). Last week third week ott). cepting on the special holida, yeek 
Extra matinee Monday expected “Marco” nearly $19,000, extra mati- “She Stoops to Con ad when Miss Picon h y weeks | four theatres, is terrible. “Silver 
to pep up box offices this week. nee counting; “Doctor's Dile % — on has accounted for| Cord” reopened th i 
(C-830; $3.30). Doing moderate alternating. Three Musketeers” (Florenz te onthe bol wi 
business as first indicated; cut “My Maryland,” Jolson’s (23d week) Ziegfeld). success, considering the limitations | ¢, e bottom dropped out of “Hit 3 : 
rates aid: last week nearly (O-1,777-$5.50). After dropping} of everything, is stupendous, ex- she 
$8,000; apparently satisfactory. under $14,000 business jumped re- cepting that the field is ver lit ited eee oe WER the bir 
“And So to Bed,” Bijou (16th week) cently, two-for-one tickets giving heav this season: “Mal can only afford 
(C-605; = $3.30). Grosses are house semblance of capacity; rat ones | hits 
quoted around $9,000; at that rated over $20,000 again. : most popular; bo: 
ace show of kind can go through| “Paris Bound,” Music Box (sth emt $25,000. " Miss Picon is guaranteed $750 a|ceipts at the Woods cannot be ex- 
profitably. week) (C-1,000-$3.85). Sell out he Ry net Man,” Bayes (4th| Week, but, with her sliding ar- plained by smart showmen in town. ’en 
“Artists and Models,” Winter Gar- and cinch for balance of season, ~ Claims satis- |rangement, grosses $2,200 to $2,500 
den (14th weck) (R-1,492; $5.50). with summer holdover possibility; vv taad trade; with liberal cut} most of the time. loop is the way Ethel Barrymore , 
Probably another four weeks or getting $23,000. Estimated pace sbout 
go: new “Greenwich Village Fol- | “Porgy,” Republic (19th week) (C- 
lies” slated to follow; current 896-$3.30). Money maker tor The- “The hgerepes Century Roof (3d CH ? opening has not Gropped below | by 
revue in cut rates, with takings atre Guild; virtually all-colored week)  (R-422-$5.50). Midnight ERA S $203 000 GeG,000, which ts excevent for this 
jumping over $25,000. dramatic company distinct nov- Friday; roof (Casino sew. 
Atlas and Eva,” Mansfield (2d elty; business lately over $13,000. ste a setting light trade; es- SETS A B ‘ “Desert Song,” “Night in Spain,” 7 
week) (CD-1,050; $3.30). Failed | Quicksand,” Masque week) | «The Qu RECORD | ‘criss cross” ana “Just Fancy” are 
to favorably impress: first week | (CD-700-$3.30). Presented by te Queen's Husband,” Playhouse the outstanding musical shows and 
estimated around $4,000; must Anna Held, Jr.; written by War- = week) (C-879-$3.85). Some _—_—_— all doing a steady business, with too 
to stick. ren F. Lawrence; opened Monday. oubt about this one sticking; | She 
Behold the Bridegroom,” Cort (8th “Rain or Shine,” George M. Cohan fairly good call for lower floor; rrol Show Grosses $24,000 “Just Fancy” at the Olympic is = 
week) $3.85), Last] (2d week) (M-1,111-$5.50). New| Racket,” and “Sidewalks,” $24 
two weeks billed but may stay musical comedy hit; opened Feb. ben Racket,” Ambassador (13th 000 mas been cut-rattng the balcony as 
longer, because approved; started| 9 and standees second night; looks week) (C-1,067-$3.30). Reported —Business Bi only, the main floor being virtually 
out around $14,000 but’ slippea| like strongest attraction house has billed for Philadelphia in three g sold out ever since show has been - 
and recently dipped under stop | ,, had in years. weeks (March 5); fared moder- in town. The following shows have cha 
limit of $10,000; better than that Revels,” Shubert (12th week) (R- ately well; claimed $10,000 and their notice up: “Criss Cross” at the 
aglow indicated. 1.395-$4.40). No better than even| etter, with evident falling off Boston, Feb. 14. | Erlanger, after having ‘engthened — 
Burlesque,” Plymouth (25th week) break: continues with idea of es-| ,, lately. . One whopper of a week in Boston | its stay, leaves to be followed by was 
LOD Loli: Will casily ruy| tablishing show name for future| "he Royal Family," Selwyn (8thiwith Mary Garden and Ch 
out season: somewhat off from editions: estimated around $18,- week) (C-1,067-$3.85). Set for/,... - iCAO | Dreamer” leaves with nothing slated 
earlier speed but making plenty; | , 000; liberally cut rated now. run and should go into summer; Civic Opera Company at the Boston | to follow; “Cardboard Lover” at th ro 
(55th week) (M- field with | Opera House breaking a box office | Adelphi has three more weeks to 
St. (6th week) run musical he Sh record for a single performance. go, with “Trial of Mary Dugan” ‘or! 
$3. Chance to make but tin Broadway,” Mar-| Wednesday night the yodeling carded, but not definite; Garrick 
ry 8 owing; business ein arch, with $3.30 st week) (C-1,198-| troupe took $13,000 and the week's | dark following closing of Jol- B 
ad of some of newer shows; ee Musketeers” slated to fol- .30). Expected to last well into/t re Vo! Ss , i 
average over $7,000. low here; last week about $28,000. spring; hooked up to make money 
“Coquette,” Maxine Elliott’s (15tn Rosalie,” New Amsterdam (6th at comparatively moderate “Carrels the 
season's most solid dramatic suc- cy demand, with no slackening; “The Silent House,” Morosco (2d this show, & thes 
cesses; capacity right along with Ziegfeld’s newest musical rated week) (D-893-$3.80). Opened Feb opening week at the Shubert col-| & 
: takings exceeding $19,000 by vir-| ¢lo8e behind same manager's 7, winning favorable notices; lected $32,000. “The Sidewalks of real break in this town. > 
tue of standee trade. “Show Boat”; $48,000, nearly. went to capacity third night poo | in final week, held even “ Week on 
“Diversion,” 49th Street (6th week) | Salvation,” Empire (3d week) (D- looks like money meller; esti- at $24,000 at the Colonial and un- ET tos cet ohn, hete ~ 
(C-704: $3.30). Not attracting | 257783-85). Only because of agon-| mated at $17,000. doubtedly could have kept it up it} Week). Still soing at good clip, bet- bigs 
much ‘attention; appears to be cy buy is this attraction getting | “The Trial of Mary Dugan,” Na- allowed to stay in. tering $20,000. iat awa 
eitea draw shew with indicated any support; little selling at box tional (224 week) (D-1 164-$3 85) Jane Cowl, in “The Road to Criss Cross (Erlanger, — $tn top 
takings around $6,000. office ; maybe $8,000; ‘Napoleon” Leads season's melodrama’s: Rome,” boosted gross close to ca~ San 
“Dracula,” Fulton (20th week) (D- ucmentioned to follow in soon. topped list for some time and con- pacity. “Yours Truly,” with Leon po 
SEE WEG, Wekateaties Gan caine She’s My Baby,” Globe (7th week) tinues to big money: $22,500 last Errol, ran stronger than was an- weeks and run extended three more. ance 
attraction; has good chance to (M-1,416-$5.50). Another three] _week. ticipated and seems to have taken | G0CS Out, 
go through season; business over weeks, although removal to an-|“These Modern Women,” Eltinge a foothold. Errol’s popularity in| ™22¢y: eg —_ 
‘s $13,000 right along. other house possible; estimated (ist week) (C-892-$3.30) Pre- Boston is a big asset. Majestic is “Cardboard Lover” (Adelphi, 2nd gett 
Escape,” week) $25,000 lately; house leased} sented by Kenneth MacGowan strong now, however, for ag 
704; $3.30). Drama of English . pictures (Fox), starting March] and Robert Rockmore: weittes by more than two months. first week looked like a hit. $16,000. bun 
| writing among. successes; al- | « i. Lawrence Langner; on William Hodge in “Straight “Kongo” (Central, 6th week). Still il 
pace figured to last i -1,750-$6.60). With dollar added {down a Walle” | COSt of operating light. Dropped 
$10,000. nto spring;| to tickets for first 15 rows, musi- Outside Times 8q.-Little-Special jat the hak ge off to $5,000. Ma 
“Excess Baggage,” Ritz (8th week) hit record figure for Sir Harry Lauder, Knickerbocker |claim of the critics te (Woods, 
a (C-9$45; $3.30). Dramatic novelty; ght performances last week; (34 week). Scotch star's stay|week. It was generally felt the | Week). Bottom out on this one. A oon 
commands good trade from|“gpring 3100," $53,000. extended. show deserved bur’ tha Loop mystery. Show opened like a Mal 
_ agencies; while not capacity 3100,” Little (ist week) D-|“The Merchant of Venice,” Broad- | carries no the Hollis! winner; $20,000. $25,( 
money at better hurst week). Shakespearean | Sake of seeing the place Wied “Silver Cord” (Studebaker, Ist 
hi 3.000. a rhen “ presentation with Geor Ar Gr: week). Looks like it will get real 
ge liss |Grant Mitchell in ‘The Bz - 
Girl,” 45th Street out; opens tonight fairly; not exceptional. clone” has been billed for at 
19th week) (M-1,490; $5.50). In| “So Am I,” aponsacchi,” Walter Hampden’s|g0od gate fo t an ultra audience for the opening, an. 
‘money from r 2 short stay is as-| with quite a bit of “paper” that held “My 
unny Face,” Alvin (13th vee btful; light trade indi-| extended. x wee 
(M-1.400; $5.50). Another emart| ated. Principally cut rates; un-|“The Shanghai Gesture,” Cent tar Tad 
coin getter; virtual capacity ele? $5,000; “Maya” next Monday.| (1st w entury |Saw horses, no snow, its a great ; sent inta ner heaves 
Monday; weekly av m4 Strange Interlude,” John Golden house Back at big | Winter for the theatres at the present intake. Show leaves $18,¢ 
“57 Bowery,” Wallack’s (ath (3d_ week) (D-900-$4.40). Inter-| usual Last Week's Estimates — Good News" to fol “The 
Final week here; of assured| subway circuit dates. “Scandals,” Shubert (second “Two Girls Wanted” (Princess, 
subscription Taming of The Shrew,” Garrick Running along at the usual|1st week). After playing seven 
, it; revival of ay Famine of tes real money; second week “over seaah week). New piece in prep- adi pace; $32,000. weeks at the Cort moved and took aon : 
Third Floor Back” $11,000 (only six performances subscriptions invited, (f The Road to Rome,” Wilbur patronage, Show bas been 
weekly). Civic R retained. ourth week). A steady climb for ng along nicely and making money, ty, 
“Good News,” Chanin's 46th St ‘Sunny Days,” Imperial (2d week) i 
, (24th week) (M-1,413: $5.60). (M-1,446-$5.50). Opened Feb. & ano L reaches Rome he is delving into the “Vanities” (Illinois, 4th week). near 
Newer musical hits have not averaging nice break from critics; ican Laboratory theatre. Rep- Ming 
; Practically a sell out: $19,500 -Ithis town. Pulling conventions and “Co 
ce sell-] “Take the Air,” . oboken Blues,” New Play- “ay T ” radio fans; $31,000. 1 q 
pacity, meaning $40,000 ir,” Waldorf wrizchts: y ours Truly,” Majestic (s Love 
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SHOWS HOLIDAY CUT 


RATES, AGENCY DUMPS 


At Same Time Strong Cards Pack ’Em—“Show 
Boat” Record at $53,000 with $6.60 Top—“Good 
News” Sell Out at $40,000 


Brokers bewailed the system of 
ticket buy-outs this week after 
what is known as a “slager” oc- 
eurred Monday evening (Lincoln's 
birthday). The matinees were fairly 
good, but during the afternoon the 
boys knew they would “have to eat 
’em.” Dumps were made into the 
cut rate market, where 45 attrac- 


tions were listed before 8 o’clock. 


Of that flock 14 shows were dumped 
by the agencies, who failed to get 
rid of allotments. 

There are 26 shows on the buys’ 
list this week, a number considered 
too big for the number of actual 
money shows on Broadway at this 
time. There are as many successes 
as usual, but the gap between them 
and the field is wide and the 
chances of agency loss are not in- 
considerable. Early in the season it 


was indicated that buys’ system 
might pass out, but the agencies 
could not get together as a unit on 
the matter and there is lHttle over 
former seasons as regards the buys. 


Weak Sisters’ "Way Off 


Broadway’s business generally has 
slipped somewhat under normal, but 
the weaker shows are principally 
affected. There are still some dark 
theatres and there are sure to be 
a number of untenanted houses 
throughout the season. 

As for the leaders, business is 
bigger than ever. “Show Boat” is 
away out in front. Using a $6.60 
top scale for 15 rows, a new gross 
record for a usual eig!t perform- 
ance week was established, the tak- 
ings bettering $53,000 last week; 
“Rosalie” remains a good second, 
getting slightly under $48,000; the 
other musical leaders are closely 
bunched, with “Good News” still a 
sell-out at $40,000; “Five o’Clock 
Girl” and “Funny Face,” $38,000; 
“Manhattan Mary” slightly less; 
“Golden Dawn” claims $30,000; “Rio 
Rita” off a bit at $28,000; “Merry 
Malones” and “Artists and Models,” 
$25,000 (latter now being cut- 
rated); “She’s My Baby,” $25,000, 
but going out soon; “Connecticut 
Yankee” over $23,500 (capacity); 
“My Maryland” jumped over $20,- 
000 (liberally cut-rated); “Take the 
Air” also over $20,000; “Lovely 
Lady” around that figure; “Revels,” 
$18,000; “The Madcap,” $11,000; 
“The Optimists,” around the same, 
which is not so good for a revue. 

“The Royal Family” holds the 
non - musical leadership at more 
than $24,000; “Paris Bound” capac- 
ity, too, at $23,000; “Trial of Mary 
Dugan,” $22,500; “Marco Millions,” 
nearly $19,000 (an extra matinee 
last week); “Burlesque,” $18,500; 
“Coquette,” $19,000; “Command to 
Love,” $14,000; “Porgy,” $13,000; 
“Dracula,” $13,000; “Excess Bag- 
gage,” $13,000; “Interference,” $12,- 
500; “Strange Interlude,” over 
$11,000 (six performances); “The 
Queen’s Husband,” “Behold the 
Bridegroom” and “Shannons of 
Broadway,” $10,000; “And So to 
Bed,” $9,000; “A Free Soul,” $8,000; 
“Cock Robin” and “Diversion,” 
$7,000; the field straggles down to 
$3,000 for attractions such as “57 
Bowery,” “So Am I,” etc. 


“Rain or Shine” Looks Good 


There were some hit possibilities 
among last week’s premieres. “Rain 
or Shine” drew some corking notices 
at the Cohan and looks like the 
best thing that house had had in 
years. It opened Thursday and was 
Capacity the second night. “The 
Silent House” at the Morosco fig- 
ures among the money shows too. 
In seven performances the takings 
were estimated over $17,000, big 
money for a melodrama here; 

Sunny Days,” a middle of the week 
entrant at the Imperial, claimed ca- 
Dacity Saturday night, but its status 
is in doubt; “Atlas and Eva” does 
not figure to have a chance, takings 
at the Mansfield being around $4,000; 

La Gringa,” an arrival of the pre- 
vious week, was taken off. 

In addition to “La Gringa,” a sud- 
Gen closing of last week, “The Baby 
Cyclone” will leave the Miller this 
week, the house getting “Our Bet- 
ters” next week: “57 Bowery” ts 
listed out at Wallack’s, arhich fe due 


to get “The Passing of the Third 
Floor Back,” now downtown; “And 
So Am I” must vacate the Comedy 
which will offer “Maya” next week. 
Two dark houses will be relighted, 
the Hudson getting ‘Whispering 
Friends,” highly touted, and the 
Biltmore offering ““Rope”; “Sherlock 
Holmes” will be offered in stock at 
the Cosmopolitan, and “Marriage on 
Approval” is a possibility. 

In the Agencies 


“The Silent House” and “Sunny 
Days” out of last week’s crop were 
added to the buys in the premium 
agencies. Several of the newer 
productions now on a buy Basis are 
due off soon, good news for the 
brokers. The list: “Funny Face” 
(Alvin); “Manhattan Mary ” (Apol- 
lo); “Hit the Deck” (Belasco); “The 
Optimists” (Century Roof); “Good 
News” (Chanin’s 46th St.); “Salva- 
tion” (Empire); “The Merry Ma- 
lones” (Erlanger); “The Five 
o’Clock Girl” (Forty-fourth St.); 
“Rain or Shine” (George M, Cohan); 
“She’s My Baby” (Globe); “Golden 
Dawn” (Hammerstein’s); “Sunny 
Days” (Imperial); “Interference” 
(Lyceum); “Rio Rita” (Lyric); 
“Coquette” (Maxine Elliott); “The 
Silent House” (Morosco); “Paris 
Bound” (Music Box); “The Trial of 
Mary Dugan” (National); “Rosalie” 
(New Amsterdam); “The Queen’s 


Husband” (Playhouse); “Excess 
Baggage” (Ritz); -“The Madcap” 
(Royale); “Lovely Lady” (Sam H. 


Harris); “The Royal Family” (Sel- 


wyn); “A Connecticut Yankee” 
(Vanderbilt); “Show Boat” (Zieg- 
feld). 


Cut Rate List 


Regularly listed in cut rates up to 
Tuesday were 33 attractions, a gain 
of three aver last week. Included 
are several new shows, placed on 
sale prior to the premiere. The list: 
“My Maryland” (Jouson), “Harry 
Delmar’s Revels” (Shubert), “Take 
the Air’ (Waldorf), “Lovely Lady” 
(Harris), “The Madcap” (Royale), 
“Happy” (Daly’s), “The Optimists” 
(Casino de Paris), “Artists and 
Models” (Winter Garden), “Baby 
Cyclone” (Henry Miller), “Jimmie’s 
Women” (Frolic), “The Shannons of 
Broadway” (Martin Beck), “The 
Ivory Door” (Hopkins), “Taming of 
the Shrew” (Garrick), “And So to 
Bed” (Bijou), “Atlas and Eva” 
(Mansfield), “So Am I” (Comedy), 
“The Racket” (Ambassador), “Inter- 
ference” (Lyceum), “Cock Robin” 
(48th Street), “A Free Soul” (Klaw), 
“The Passing of the Third Floor 
Back” (Davenport), “™ Diversion” 
(49th Street), “The Mystery Map” 
(Bayes), “57 Bowery” (Wallack’s), 
“Behold the Bridegroom” (Cort), 
“Meek Mose” (Princess), “Salvation” 
(Empire), “Mrs. Dane’s Defense” 
(Cosmopolitan), “The Shanghai 
Gesture” (Century), “Quicksand” 
(Masque), “The Clutching Claw” 
(Forrest), “Parisiana”™ (Totten), 
“Escape” (Booth). 


Minn. Auto Show Helps 


Minneapolis, Feb. 14. 

National auto show visitors to 
the city helped to off-set adverse 
weather. 

In its second week, “The King of 
Kings” (road show picture) got but 
around $6,000 at the Metropolitan, 
$6,000 under its first week. 

Local theatregoers showed them- 
selves hungry for farce. “Take My 
Advice,” at the Shubert (Bain- 
bridge dramatic stock), gave the 
house one of its best weeks of the 
season, grossing nearly $6,000, about 
$1,000 more than G. Bernard Shaw’s 
“The Devil’s Disciple” the week be- 
fore. 

A tabloid musical comedy ver- 
sion of “Lightnin’” brought about 
$5,800 to the Palace (McCali-Bridge 


Players). Aided by boxing, wres- 
tling and other special nights, 
“Sugar Babies” (Mutual wheel 


burlesque) did about $4,800 at the 
Gayety. 


“Gorilla” Recalled 


Albany, N. Y., Feb. 14. 

At the Capitol last night, “Sh— 
The Octopus,” by Ralph Murphy 
and Donald Gallagher, had its pre- 
miere. 

It’s so etose to “The Gorilla” it’s 
almost identical, with two hick 
slieuths in the comedy roles. 

The play may please admirers of 
“The Gorilla.” 


L. A. RIVALRY HURTS 
| Conn. Yankee Down to $8200— 
$4,000 for Harlan Show 


Los Angeles, Feb. 14. 


cally, the second week at the Mayan 
representing red for the house at 
reported takings of $8,200. 

A lot of musical competish for this 
burg brought in figures of $25,000 
for the third week of “The Desert 
Song” (Biltmore), $19,000 for fourth 
week of “Chauve-Souris” (Belasco), 
$15,000 for “No, No, Nanette” 
(Shrine Auditorium). 

In the dramatic houses, with 
smaller scales on an average, the El 
Capitan quoted $6,000 ,or the second 
week of “Two Girls Wanted.” The 
Morosco, with “Funny Little Thing,” 
got $5,400. 

“The Triumphant Bachelor,” star- 
ring Kenneth Harland, from pic- 
tures, grossed $4,000 at the down- 
town Playhouse, while the Holly- 
wood Playhouse beat that figure 
about $300 with “Undertow,” in its 
third week, 


TAX TREASURERS’ GIFTS 
AS PREMIUM EXCESS 


Bill Box-Office Men at 50 P. C. 
of Amount—Also Call Grat- 
uities “Income” 


Despite the fact that U. S. At- 
torney Charles H. Tuttle stated 
during the theatre ticket quiz last 
summer that moneys paid New 
York box office men by ticket 
brokers as gratuities were not tax- 
able because rated as gifts, the In- 
ternal Revenue Department thinks 
otherwise and is proceeding to col- 
lect a tax, 

In November and December past, 
bills were sent to certain box office 
treasurers and when the tax asked 
for was not paid, bills of restraint 
were issued. It appears the gov- 
ernment first contended that the 
money paid the treasurers was 
actually based on the number of 
tickets sold and therefore as an 
excess over the box office price, 
one-half should be paid to the gov- 
ernment (the law states that if the 
house gets more than the printed 
price, or a broker sells at more 
than 50 cents premium, one-half 
the excess shall be paid the govern- 
ment). 

A change in opinion among the 
revenue men appears to have oc- 
curred since some of the bills were 
based on the 60 per cent, levy law, 
while others were issued on the 
basis of straight income tax, al- 
though the same amounts were in- 
volved. An error was pointed out 
in that respect, since if the govern- 
ment claimed one-half of the money 
originally it should not have asked 
income tax on but half such sums. 

Nevertheless, $35,000 was posted 
as a bond covering the Broadhurst 
theatre on behalf of Aarons & 
Freedley and Lee Shubert, the 
leasees, whom the government holds 
responsible for its treasurers as 
agents. Similarly $25,000 was posted 
by the Hudson theatre by Mrs. 
H. B. Harris. The claims involved 
covered the years of 1926 and 1927. 

Joseph P. Bickerton, Jr., attorney 
for the several box office men con- 
cerned and the managers—Aarons 
and Freedley and Mrs. Harris—ad- 
vanced a strong argument against 
the tax claims. He contends that 
the money is actually in payment 
for services rendered to. ticket 
agencies by box office treasurers, 
or if not is a gratuity not based on 
the price or number of tickets de- 
livered to the brokers by the 
treasurers. 

Affidavits have been sworn to by 
ticket brokers that such payments 
have always been made for good 
will and services rendered. That 
the money should therefore be re- 
garded as gratuity is backed up 
with further argument that such 
tax should be on the basis of in- 
come, if at all 

Bickerton represented a number 
of treasurers and several managers 
during the ticket investigation, ad- 
vising clients to hide nothing. 


Perpetuate Mission Play 

Los Angeles, Feb. 14. 
The Mission Play Foundation of 
los Angeles filed incorporation 
papers with the secretary of state. 
Purpose is to maintain a permanent 
organization for the presentation of 

the Mission Play at San Gabriel. 
Board of directors of the Founda- 
tion includes E. L. Doheny, George 
I, Cochran, W. L Hollingsworth, 
Benjamin F. Biedsoe, Milton Kauff- 
man, Jcsecph Scott, G. Mott 


Tah 
lohn 
pa 


pand George R, Le Baron. 


“Connecticut Yankee” is a flop lo- | 
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STAY; “LOVE CALL,” $20,000 


“Good News” Deferred as Romberg Piece Run Is 


Extended—Irish Players Draw First Reviews, 
Get $10,000—“Chicago,” at $14,000, Good 


Philadelphia, Feb. 14. 

Business was generally satisfac- 
tury again without smiush hits, 

That there were no ouistandingly 
big grosses might be explained by 
the fact that there were only two 
musical shows in town, and that 
one of the theatres, the Erlanger, 
had a feature picture. 

“The Greenwich Village Follies,’ 
at the Shubert, came in highty 
touted, and opened to a_ splenaid 
house. The regular’ reviewers 
weren't so enthusiastic, and the 
general word was that this revue 
wasn’t topnotch. On the week the 
gross was $25,000. Good, but not 
sensational. As a result, instead of 
keeping the revue here for four or 
five weeks it was decided early this 
week to take it out on the 25th, 
giving it three weeks. Only mu- 
sical competitor is ‘‘The Love Call,” 
an operetta, down at the Chestnut 
Street Opera House. 

“The Love Call,” by the way, is 
now expected to remuin for another 
month, although it slipped last week 
to a mark just under $20,000. The 
booking of the special company of 
“Good News” has been postponed 
for the time being, but is still ex- 
pected to follow the Romberg 
operetta some time in March. “The 
Love Call's’ success in this city 
has been a real surprise. 

Of the non-musicals a number 
clicked, without any being in the 
sensational class. George Tyler, 
for example, was delighted with the 
success of the Irish players pre- 
senting “The Plough and the Stars” 
for the first week of a fortnight’s 
engagement at the Broad. It 
wasn’t unusually big trade, to pe 
sure, but it was better than most 
of the business in New York, near 
$10,000. 

“Chicago,” at the Walnut, win- 
ning the second string men, got 
first rate notices and a gross of 
about $14,000, which was consider- 
ably better than this melodramatic 
burlesque had done in a number of 
Places of late. The booking is for 
two weeks only, but “Chicago” 
might have stayed a little longer. 
This week should surpass the first 
week's figure. 

“The Spider,” at the Lyric, was 
decidedly off first three days *-t 
came back strong the end of the 
week and claimed between $15,000 
and $16,000. In its last two weeks. 

“The Nineteenth Hole,” in its 
first week at the Garrick, did a nice 
week’s trade, better than many ex- 
pected and undoubtedly profitable. 
It was rather lost in the mob of 
openings, but drew pleasant notices. 

The Erlanger, offering “The 
Patent Leather Kid” instead of 
“The Follies,” which was cancelled. 
did exceptionally well under the 
circumstances, The gross, without 
a Monday matinee, was about $16.- 
500 and it looks as if this picture 
could stick it out for four weeks. 

This week's new shows were 
Irene Bordoni in “Paris,” Adelphi, 
and “Juno and the Paycock” by 
the Trish players. 

Next week the Walnut will offer 
Max Marcin’s new melodrama, 
“Kidnapper,” and the Broad will 
have “Tommy” for a similar period. 


On the 27th Harry Delmar’s 
“Revels” has just been announced 
to take the place of “The Green- 


wich Village Follies,” and there will 
be two return engagements, “Abie’s 
[rish Rose,” for two weeks, at the 
Garrick, and “My Maryland,” in- 
definitely, at the Lyric. On March 
§ “The Racket” is booked at the 
Walnut, “The Baby Cyclone” at the 
Broad, and, according to pretty defi- 
nite report, the new Geonge Tyler 
revival, “She Stoops to Conquer,” 
at the Erlanger for one week. On 
the 19th “The Road to Rome” comes 
to the Adelphi, and “The Desert 
Song” to the Shubert. 
Estimates for Last Week 

“Juno and the Paycock” (Broad) 
(2d week for the Irish Players in 
repertory). “The Plough and the 
Stars.” Zusiness good without be- 
ing sensation. About $10,000 
claimed. “Tommy” in next Monday. 

“Greenwich Village Follies” (Shu- 
bert, 2d week). At start this looked 
big, but that opinion has begun to 
dim a bit. Advance isn’t so hot and 
show is now limited to three weeks 
here, About $25,000 last week, 

“The Nineteenth Hole” (Garrick, 


2d week). Frank Craven comedy, 
inexpensive show, claimed nice 
profit on the week. In for three 


weeks in all, then a return of 
“Abie.” 

“Chicago” (Walnut, week). 
Burlesque-melodrama has been sat- 
isfying here with $14,000 last week 
better than it has done other places. 
House undoubtedly helped by pres- 


Week). = 


tige gained through Gilbert and 
Sullivan engagement. 
“The Love Call” (Chestnut. 6th 


still reversing New York’s opinion. 


ivinund Romoverg operetta | 


Off last week to a little under $20,- 
000, but still highly satisfactory. 

“The Spider” (Lyric, 4th week). 
Off the beginning of the week, but 
came back nicely. Gross was 
claimed at between $15,000 and $16,- 
000. Stay extended to Feb. : 

“Paris” (Adelphi, Ist week). New 
Irene Bordoni comedy with songs 
opened big here and looks set for 
four weeks’ stay. House wis dark 
last week. 

“Patent Leather Kid” (lirlanger, 
2d week). FKilm feature very sat- 
isfactory in first week due largely to 
fine last minute press work here 
when it came in instead of “The 
Follies,” did about $16,500 or a Ht- 
tle better. 


PAULINE FREDERICK IN 
$14,000 FRISCO START 


San Francisco, Feb. 14. 

Legits held strong last weck and 
comfortable profits all around. 
“Broadway,” in its fourth week at 
the Curran, continued to lead, de- 
spite scaled at $2.50 top, though 
first six days of “Sunny” at the 
Columbia, scaled $1 higher, ran it 
a close race. Pauline Frederick is 
building strong at the Geary (for- 
merly Lurie) where she is in for 
four wecks. 

Duffy attractions fared well, es- 
pecially “New Brooms” at the Al- 
cazar. Business for this one has 
not varied $500. President holding 
up nicely, though end of “The Night 
Stick” is in sight. Second week at 
the little Green Street showed a 
small profit despite low intake, 
through practically no overhead to 
speak of, 

Estimates for Last Week 

Curran — “Broadway.” Continues 
to be the talk of the town. Last 
week at around $16,000 considered 
immense. 

Columbia — “Sunny” premiere 
Monday night. Opening week fig- 
ured at around $15,000. 

Geary—“The Scarlet’ Woman.” 
Looks as though Pauline Frederick 
will have no difficulty for four 
weeks for which she is booked. 
Wednesday and Saturday mate 
crowd overwhelmingly feminine. 
Word of mouth advertising and ex- 
cellent notices helped to $14,000 on 
initial six days. 

Alcazar—‘‘New Brooms” is easily 
gz00d for from four to six weeks 
more; at present speed there is no 
telling when Duffy will yank it. In- 
take past week better than $6,000, 
up several hundred. 

President—‘“‘The Night Stick.” 
Has had four profitable weeks and 
has still two to go. Last week at 
$4,500, good. 

Green Street—‘The Bridal Bed” 
has not caught on as did its pre- 
decessor, Married Virgin,” 
though at $2,000 Producer Goldtree 
didn’t lost any kale. 


DIPLOMACY’S’ $45,000 
RECORD IN WASHINGTON 


Washington, Feb. 14. 

When somcthing comes in and 
breaks all records of the National 
extending nearly 75 years that show 
is getting business. “Diplomacy,” 
by George Tyler’s all-star cast, did 
that, getting even more than did 
the same producer’s “Trelawney of 
the Wells.” At $4.40 with six nights 
and three matinees, the grand count 
came very close to $45,000 

Result of this was that “The Stu- 


dent Prince” with DeWolf Hopper 
at Poli’s didn’t get so much. An- 
other angle that took the edge off 


was a two weeks’ engagement of the 
film of the same name just previous 
at one of the picture houses. Those 
mix-ups don’t help the legits here. 
Not over $20,000 at the usual high 
gate of the Shuberts here for such 
productions. 

“Broadway,” however, refused to 
be snowed under at the Belasco, 
copping about $11,000 and going into 
a second week. 


Chicago Legit Changes 
Chicago, Feb. 14. 
Changes. in legit bookings bring 
the Irish Players to the Blackstone, 
opening Feb. 20, succeeding “Behold 
This Dreamer.” “Oh, Kay,” follows 
the picture, “Jazz Singer,” into the 
Garrick and Feb. 26 “Good News” 
opens at the Selwyn Feb. 20, follow- 
ing “Peggy Ann.” 
“Vanities,” in 
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(Continued from page 49) 
gave by those within the organiza- 


n. 

“These Modern Women” might 
be classed as somewhat highbrow, 
yet it is forthwith and brought to 
a logical concluska. First two acts 
are best. While the third lets down 
thefe is little drop in the interest. 
There should be enough public to 
keep it going through _ spring, 
though not perhaps to exceptional 


money. 
The play and_ story concerns 
Harold Haynes,- novelist; his wife, 


Roberta, an ultra modern woman, 
she says; their kid son, Bobby, and 
the secretary, Annabelle Marvin. 
The Haynes have been wed for nine 
years.. Roberta insists on being 
known by her maiden name, Coak- 
ley, what with her social engage- 
ments, lectures before women’s 
elubs and so forth, with affairs on 
the side, 

It is Roberta's affair with an 
English author visiting here that 
has made Haynes a_ preoccupied, 
worried man at the start of the 
play. The kid is a little pest, left 
to a highbrow governess. Roberta 
discusses motherhood with Richard 
Cornwall, her passing lover, but the 
explanation- of her status 
comes from her husband, who says 
she bore the child for the glory of 
it and has been glorifying herself 
over it. 

Haynes frankly asks Roberta if 
she is in love with Cornwall. She 
denies that and then propounds her 
theory of a modern woman. It is 
that she may have affairs with 
other men and still that would not 
impair her real love for her hus- 
banda. 

There is a promise of an attempt 
to again be happy together, but 
Roberta had planned a week-end 
away with Cornwall. She knows 
husband won't go along because 
disliking the hostess of a Long 


Island cocktail drinking home. 
Roberta deliberately suggests 
Haynes having an affair with 


Annabelle, his attractive secretary. 
The latter finally accepts that idea 
but warns Roberta that it will not 
be an affair—that she will try her 
utmost to capture the man com- 
pletely. That worries Roberta who 
comes rushing back from the sta- 
tion, rather than go on the week- 
end. 

Novelist and Annabelle go into 
the bedroom and lock the door, the 
second act falling on Roberta hys- 
terically pounding for admittance. 

In the morning it is clear to 
Roberta that it was a trick to make 
her realize her misdeeds, for she 
devines nothing wrong had hap- 
pened during the night. 

But Haynes, convinced of his 
wife’s adulteries, demands a di- 
vorce and wins - confession of love 
from Annabelle, who in her sweet- 
ness tried to save a home and hide 
her own feelings. Haynes takes 
the child to a hotel. Tears from 
Roberta, but the finale finds her 
swinging back into her natural 
stride, just a free lance dame. 

Crystal Herne provided quite a 
portrait of a “modern woman.” 
Roberta seemed authentic in many 
ways. Her slimness made her ap- 
pear born to the life. She was deli- 
cate, vet hard. Minor Watson was 
admirable as the novelist Haynes. 

Rouben Mamoulian, who directed 
the play, gave Watson the cue for 
the character, an easy going writer 
who even when hurt to the quick 
rarely raised his voice. Helen Flint 


was the charming Annabelle, in- 
telligent, understanding and all 
womin. Alan Mowbray did quite 


well as the British author, caustic 
at times and unable to understand 
American women such as Roberta. 


Norman Williams was the _ kid, 
Bobby, very well coached. 
Kenneth Macgowan and Robert 


Rockmore joined some months ago 
for producing. “These Modern 
Women” is their best try. It will 
at least be moderately successful. 
perhaps a bit daring in theme and 
capably presented. Ibee. 


George Pickett. 


QUICKSAND 


Anna Held, Jr., production by Warren 
F. Lawrence, staged by the author, open- 
ing Feb. 13 at the Theatre Masque, New 
York. In three acts and five scenes. 
Settings by Yellenti. Interior decorations 
by Miss Held. 

Mary Forrest 
Mrs. Lois Arnold 
Doctor Arnold 
Chuey, valet.....Allan Atwell 


Robert Robert Ames 
(By arrangement with Dwight 
Deere Wiman.) 
John Austen......ceccces Frank Andrews 
Parker, Austen's valet...J. F. Robertson 
Roger Spencer....... Cc. W. Van Voorhis 
Tony Angelo. ...ceccecs Herbert Lindholm 
Doctor Williams...........Fred McGuirk 
Fred Raymond 
Roberts, a detective....Stanley Andrews 


secretary to Clayton, 


Jane Baker, 
Betty Utmore 


Pretty thin, in three acts and five 
scenes, starting late and winding up 
at 10:30. All about a lawyer who 
for no particular reason calls off 
a vacation trip to defend the charm- 
ing leading lady’s stage husband, 
with the expected romantic com- 
plications that Robert Ames (who 
is featured) falls in love with Ann 
Forrest. 

Requires no particular sosphisti- 
cation to conclude that the two 
leads must clinch for the final cur- 
tain. This, the author, Warren F, 
Lawrence, who also staged the 
works, accomplishes by pinning a 
past misdeameanor on the husband 
whom the hero-attorney, meantime, 
has gotten off on a murder charge. 

Production cost a minimum to 
mount, requiring a couple of modest 
interiors and set pieces to suffice 
for the intermediary scenes. 

Second Productions, Inc., is the 
holding corporation, of which FP, Ww. 
Lawrence (probably the author's 
initials reversed) is general man- 
ager, suggesting an authorship- 
management interest. 

A capable cast struggles with an 
ineffectual assignment. The leads, 
Seth Arnold as the dryly humorous 
medico, and the supporting minor 
characters all do well with their 
sides. 

The script was against them from 
the start, as was the audience, 
which grasped everything there was 
to it after the basic seed had been 
planted. 


This is Anna Held, .Jr.’s, second 


within a couple of months. Abel. 


THE SILENT HOUSE 


Melodrama by John A. Brandon and 
Presented at the Morosco, 
Staged by C. W. 


Feb. 7, by Lee Shubert. 
Hunt. 
Benson McNaughton 
HoO-Fang Clarke Silvernail 
James MacDonald 


Philip Barty..... eeeee-Gerald Oliver Smith 
George Allan Dinehart 
Dr. Chan-Fu.....-+- Howard Lang 
Jacob Birch 
Senor Leon Peroda....... Alverni 


Shades of A. H. Woods in the 
early days and his “Chinatown 
Charlie,” also “Queen of the Opium 
Den” and other very meller mellers. 
“The Silent House” is one of those 
things and how, and it’s well done. 
Production perhaps not so forte in 
spots, but settings okay and acting 
good, of its kind. 

Looks like a money show for 
there is a public for this type of 
thriller, as proven by the mystery 
play successes of the past 10 years. 

Thursday night, the third evening 
of the play, the Morosco was sold 
out. Takings doubled the figure of 
the second night. The perform- 
ance was overtime because of a 
late start and intermission waits 
were strung out. A few in the 
house got restless and_ started 
walking, as they always will when 
a drama goes beyond 11. But they 
liked the show. 

“The Silent House” is not a mys- 
tery play but has mystery play ele- 
ments. Melodrama is the right 
term. Comedy is extremely weak. 

Some worn cracks were inserted 
in the original English script (the 
play has been running for nearly a 
year in London), but they didn’t 
seem effective. The sharp comedy 
of “The Bat” was a big element in 
sending it across for a smash. So 
“House” cannot expect to repeat 


~ PLAYERS IN LEGITIMATE DIRECTORY — 


EDNA LEEDOM 


STARRING IN 
“LOVELY LADY” 
At the Sam H. Harris Theatre, N.Y. 


CLAIRE NOLTE 


Feminine Lead 
(Billie Moore) 
“BROADWAY” 


Gurran Theatre, San Francisco, New 
Managoment JED HARRIS 


GARDINER HART 


JUVENILE 
Pacific Coast Company 


“HIT THE DECK” 


Majestic, Los Angeles 


MARIE SAXON 


CARE VARIETY, NEW YORK 


MISS 


BOBBIE TREMAINE 


Featured Dancer in 


“Just Fancy” 


CHIC— 


YORK and KING 


WITH 


“TAKE THE AIR” 


GARRICK, CHICAGO 


WALDORF THEATRE, N. Y. 


—ROSE 


the success of that play. The cur- 
tain line, “gentlemen prefer bonds,” 
got some chuckles and will probably 
stay in. 

There is considerable of Chinese 
mysticism. A dead man falls from 
a cubby hole clutching the missing 
bonds, about which the play is 
built. A button causes shots to 
ring out from over the mantle 
place. A lethal gas chamber is 
shown in action and the house 
perfumed with ammonia scent, by 
the way. Knives are thrown and 
one lands in the hero’s back. Green 
lights, pistol shots, treachery, a girl 
under hypnotic influence and one 
or two other murders all go to 
work the more gentle viewers into 
a series of squeals. 

George Winsford is bequeathed 
his uncle’s house and fortune. A 
fortune in bonds is hidden in the 
house. The quest for them involves 
not only Winsford but others, 
principally Dr. Chan-Fu, a_ wily 
Chinese physician who claims the 
fortune had been filched from his 
people. The will ordered that two 
servants be retained, Benson the 
butler, and Ho-Fang, a Chinese 
valet. It is Ho-Fang who breaks 
through the roof and saves his new 
master and the girl from the lethal 
gas. It is he who outwits the 
scheming, cruel doctor. 

First act is a bit slow, because 
explanatory. Thereafter the show 
proceeds with a plenitude of thrills. 
Many a girl clutched the arm of 
her escort and many arms wer¢ 
pinched black and blue; same cause 
Outside of the waits Doc Hunt did 
a good directional job. Cast holds 
more than one clever player. Howard 
Lang as the villainous Chink dcec- 
tor, did a corking job of his charic- 
terization. Clarke Silvernail, as the 
silent, Clever Chink in the silent 
house, stood out brighter than al! 
the green lights in the show and 
outside under the canopy. Allan 
Dinehart was likable in the role of 
voung Winsford, although with no 
heavy stuff on his sides. Charles 
McNaughton made Benson the but- 
ler an amusing character, that of an 
ex-boxer, famous because he was 
the only man beaten by Joe Beckett. 
Helen Chandler, the only gir! in the 


show, was just as sweet as she could 


be, while Gerald Oliver Smith had a 
“silly ass” part and had a good time 
with it. Luis Alberni was present 
an excitable foreigner, in on the 
plot. 

“Silent House” should go through 
the balance of the season, and it 
may stay longer. Thee. 


SUNNY DAYS 


Three-act musical presented and produced 
by Hassard Short, featuring Frank Mc- 
Intyre, Jeanette MacDonald, Lynne Over- 
man, Billy B. Van and Carl Randall. 
Adapted from the French of Hennequin and 
Veber. Music by Jean Schwartz; dances by 
Ralph Reader; book and lyrics by Clifford 
Grey and W. C. Duncan; additional num- 
bers by Eleanor Dunsmuir; é6ettings cred- 
ited to Watson Barratt. At the Imperial, 
starting Feb. 8 $5.50 top. 

Nanin® Marjorie Finley 
Babette ... Peggy Cornell 
Evangeline Raleigh 


Angele Claire 
Ru-lolph B. Van 


Ginette MacDonald 
Maurice Lynne Overman 
Leon Dorsay.... +--Frank McIntyre 
Randall 


Premier Dancer.. ee 
Madame Maple 


Good-looking show, beautifully 
lighted, with beauty skin deep. 
Doesn’t look as though “Sunny 
Days” will cause any disturbance 
one way or the other. Among those 
musicals which run along and peter 
out quietly within 12 weeks. 

Faults are in the book, dialog and 
music. Production can’t stand off 
those charges. First act has reams 
and reams of dialog. If it hasn't, it 
seems that way—just as bad. Mus- 
ically there’s a number that’s al- 
most note for note on “Sweet and 
Lowdown,” and the first night mob 
exited kiddingly humming “Varsity 
Drag,” in reference to another tune. 
So the cast is practically handcuffed. 
Competent people with inefficient 
material; outside of Carl Randall, 
who flashes a great dance routine 
in conjunction with Peggy Cornell 
for the high spot of the evening. 
Neither are Ralph Reader’s dance 
formations to be scoffed at. Some 
neat stuff by the 16 mediums and 
eight boys. This helps, but not 
enough. 

A break for Jeanette MacDonald 
who sweeps down at the finale in 
one of those Hassard Short bridal 
outfits. Nice ingenue, Miss Mac- 
Donald, looking well, of good voice 
and dancing competently enough 
upon demand. Overshadowed, per- 
haps, by Rosalie Claire, from vaude- 
ville, due to a more dynamic per- 
sonality and the femme comedy 
lines. Works like Winnie Lightner. 

Lynne Overman, as a song and 
dance juvenile, is a problem. Good 
looking boy whom the women like 
but with the male jury still out. 
Yet surprisingly meeting his respon- 
sibilities. Quiet delivery, engaging 
personality and able to handle com- 
edy that’s missing in this script. 

Frank McIntyre—always reliable 
and standard. Proving it again and 
better than this role permits him to 
be. Billy B. Van just in and out 
but gets his chance late doing a 
quick “stew” effectively for which 
McIntyre straights. 

Randall’s part is nothing. Not so 
his dancing. New wrinkles dot his 
routines. Charlotte Ayres adagios 


with him for approval and Audrey 


Maple’s stately appearance is an 


asset. 


Four specialty girls lead the 
chorus—Marjorie Finley, Peggy Cor- 
nell, Evangeline Raleigh and Maxine 
Carson, with Miss Cornell prominent 
because of her hookup with Ran- 
dall. Hard workers, this foursome, 
who energetically pace the mob 
through trying schedules. Eight of 
the show type round out the chorus, 
a total of 32. 


Book concerns a banker (Mr Mc- 
Intyre), who likes the girls and 
quietly finances a florist shop, using 
the name of his conservative cash- 
ier (Mr. Van). A mixup between 
the financier, Ginette, of the shop, 
and a young author (Mr. Overman) 
in love with the girl, eventually 
trames Ginette into being adopted 
by the banker's wife under the 
supposition the girl is her hus- 


riage. Complications push the 
blame on the cashier when it be- 
comes known the girl has been see. 
ing Paris platonically but at hich 
speed, squaring the banker, and she 
then weds the author, who has 
planted everything to see if it will 
hold up a plot for his novel. 

Show has various degrees of 
speed, picking up smartly on the 
dancing, but completely becalmed 
every so often by uninteresting 
dialog. This becomes better as it 
grows late. Script needs touching 
up, especially the first act, ana a 
couple of melodies that would at 
least demand an ear without caus- 
ing recollections. 

Short has achieved some impres- 
sive lighting effects, costuming is 
excellent and from a sight angle 
“Sunny Days” is probably as pieas- 
ing to the eye as anything in town 
But its unholy three, book, dialog 


band’s daughter by his first mar- 


and music, is the bad news. Sid. 


NEW YORK 
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THEATRES | 


Ziegfeld’s 3 Masterpieces 
NEW AMSTERDAM W, 8. 
Erlanger, Dillingham & Ziegfeld, Mg. Dir. 
ZIEGFELD PRODUCTION 


MARILYN MILLER 
™ “ROSALIE” 
JACK DONAHUE 


THEATRE MATINEES 
LYRIC W. 42d St. = WED. & SAT. 
ZIEGFELD'S INCOMPARABLE 


RIO RITA 


48th St. Thea., E. of B’wy 
Eves. 8:30. Mats. Wed. and Sat. 


GUTHRIE McCLINTIC Presents 


“COCK ROBIN” 


A Play by 
PHILIP BARRY and ELMER RICE 

Thea., W. 45 St. Evs. 8: 
LYCEU Mats. Thurs. 2:39 
GILBERT MILLER Presents 


By Roland Pertwee and Harold Deardea 


THEA., 54th St. & 6th Av 
ZIEGFELD THURS. and SAT. 
The All-American Musical Comedy 


SHOWBOAT 


NORMA TERRIS HOWARD MARSH 
EVA PUCK SAMMY WHITE 
HELEN MORGAN 
EDNA MAY OLIVER 


and CHARLES WINNINGER 


ARTHUR HOPKINS Presents 


AULINE LORD 
in “SALVATION” 


By Sidney Howard & Chas. McArthur 


EMPIRE THEATRE 


B'way and 40th St. 
Eves. 8:30. Mats. Wed. and Sat., 3:30 


ADGE KENNEDY 
in “PARIS BOUND” 
By Philip Barry 


Thea., W. 45th St. 
MUSIC BOX 8:30 


Mats. Wed. and Sat., 2:30 


66 BURLESQUE” 


A Comedy 


PLYMOUTH 


Mats. Thursday and Saturday, 2:30 


GLOBE Thea., B’way & 46 St. Evs. | 
8:30. Mats. Wed. & Sat., 2:30 
CHARLES DILLINGHAM Presents 


BEATRICE LILLIE 


in a New Musical Farce Comedy 


SHE’S MY BABY 


with CLIFTON WEBB 
JACK WHITING and ULA SHARON 


HAMMERSTEIN’S St, Be 
8:30. Mts. Wed. & Sat 
Tel. Columbus 8380 
Arthur Hammerstein’s Music Pla 


“GOLDEN DAWN” 


with LOUISE HUNTER 
and a Brilliant Cast 
Libretto by OTTO HARBACH and 
OSCAR HAMMERSTEIN, 2nd 
Music by EMMERICH KALMAN and 
HERBERT STOTHART 


VANDERBILT Thea., W. 48th St. Evs. 
8:30 Mts. W. &S., 2:30 
Lew Fields and Lyle D. Andrews Present 


THE MUSICAL COMEDY CLASSIC 
MARK TWAIN’S 


“A Connecticut Yankee” 


Adapted by 
FIELDS, ROGERS and HART 


Theatre Guild Presentsammum 


‘Strange Interlude” 
John Golden Thea., 58th, E. of B'way 
“THE DOCTOR’S DILEMMA” 

Thea., W. 52d. Evgs., 8:30 
GUILD Mats, Thurs. & Sat., 2:30 
Week Feb. 20: 


MARCO MILLIONS 
“PORGY” 


Thea., W. 42. Ev. 8:40 
REPUBLIC Mts. Wed. & Sat. 2:40 


“Blithely blood-curdling.” 
—Herald Tribune 


HORACE LIVERIGHT Presents 
New York’s Newest Shudder 


DRACULA 


FULTON THEA... West 46th st. 


Mats. Wed. and Sat., 2.30 


Jed Harris Production 
THE 


W. 42d St. Evs. 8:30 
SELWYN mis. Wed. & St., 2:30 


SHANNONS 


OF BROADWAY 


with JAMES and LUCILE GLEASON 


MARTIN BECK Theatre 


Eves. 8:30. Mats. Wed. and Sat., 2:30 

’ Thea., W. 44 St. PEN 7968 
ERLANGER’S 44 PEN 

Eves. 8:30. Matinecs Wed. & Sat.. 2:3@ 
THE GREATEST LAUGHING SON@ 


AND DANCE SHOW ON EAR'TH 


The MERRY MALONES 


with GEORGE M. COHAN 


and 150 DANCING COMEDIANS 


376 GOOD SEATS AT $1.10 
Reginald Denny 
0X y 
7th Ave. 
& 50th St 


“That’s My Daddy* 


A laugh riot with Barbara 
Direction S. L. Kent, Lillian Rich and Tom 
Brien, “Cabaret’’ Revue. 
Rothafel (Rory) Roxyettes. Selection from 
“Carmen,” Orchestra. Balle@ 
_Ensemble, Jubilee Choir. 
A P I T O Broadway 
at bist St 


Doors open at 11:45 4. My 


“ROSE-MARIE” 


with Joan Crawford 


JAMES MURRAY HOUSE PETERS 
On the Stage, “THE FAST MAIL” 
a revue 
CAPITOLIANS—Walt Roesner & Othesg 


MARK 
B'’way at 47th St. 
RICHARD 
BARTHELMESS 


‘The Patent Leather Kid’ 


MARK STRAND SYMPHONY ORCH. 


WILLIAM FOX Presents 


SUNRISE 


with Symphonie Movietone Accompaniment 
An F. W. Murnan Production 


Featuring 
JANET GAYNOR & GEO. O'BRIEN 
Also Fox News 
ea., 42d St., W. 
Times Square Twice Daily, 
SUNDAY MATINEE AT 3 _ 


“THE 


AEE SINGER 


TWICE DALY (WARNER Theat 
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PLAYS OUT TOWN 


PLEASE STAND BY 


Hartford, Conn., Feb. 9. 


“Please Stand By,’ a drama by Roger 
Huntington, Jr., at Parson’s theatr,e Hart- 
ford, Conn., = 

mas Trumbu age, 
the aylor 
Warder..........Raymond Bramley 


Elizabeth Molly Hicks 


.-Harriet Ross 


Crehan 
James «---Carlo DeAngelo 


Moore 

Catherine. ....- ..-Emily Hammond 
Fletcher .. William Sellery 
Sergt. Crockett Stafford. .Cherry Campbell 
Trooper Smith.......+ Andrew Talley 


Roger Huntington, Jr., whose 
name is not familiar as a play- 
wright, had a new play produced 
at Parsons Feb. 9. ; 

The scene is layed in the Adiron- 
dacks; a comfortable lodge in the 
wilderness with a_ really nice 
mother, an unfortunately unstable 
son, one ggod girl in love with the 
boy and a bad one engaged to him; 
and for guests a couple of bootleg- 
gers of the prosperous sort, one of 
whom doesn’t drink. Add to this 
a faithful butler who “confesses” a 
killing before he has taken the pre- 
eaution to find out who is dead; a 
chauffeur who has “done time,” and 
his wife who is a graduate of 
Blackwell's Island. The richer of 
the two bootleggers needs the un- 
stable boy’s girl to boost his own 
social and political eareer, and ac- 
cordingly the tendencies toward 
drink on the part of the boy are 
unduly encouraged. Then rich boot- 
legger is murdered and a youthful 
sergeant of state police nabs the 
f0n as the easiest suspect. 

After this the play is up to the 


Egan.. 
Mollie, his wife 


An outstanding hit with 


at the 


Cass Theatre, Detroit 


and his 
Brunswick 
Recording Orchestra 


temperate bootlegger and the lov- 
ing girl, and at the end of the last 
act they have managed w clear the 
unfortunate boy of both the mur- 
der charge and the undesirable 
fiancee. But the police do not get 
the real murderer. His faithful wife 
regrets her rashness in giving him 
away and kindly puts out the lights 
while the chauffer lights out. Tab- 
leau of disappointed sergeants, suc- 
cuessful lady of Blackwell's, bad 
fiancee defeated and good girl win- 
ning the affections of rehabilitated 
hero! 

The new play sadly needs speed- 
ing up. This doesn’t mean that 
good and effective scenes of leisure- 
Iy action need to be rushed, but 
that the whole pace of the thing 
needs attention. 

Arthur Campbell's” unfortunate 
hero isn‘t quite qa real character 
yet, but Raymond Bramley’s cold 
villian has ae consistent value. 
Joseph Crehan has a role that 
ought to be built up; he plays hon- 
estly and well and shows the pos- 
sibilities of the character. Ethel 
Taylor’s good girl comes out well 
in the third act. . 

The radio of the piece acted natu- 
rally if not satisfactorily. It made 
a lot of bad noise and didn't have 
anything to do with the case except 
to give the play its name, “Please 
Stand By.” 


BACHELOR FATHER 


Atlantie City, Feb. 14. 

It's in the bag. Belasco has done 
it again. No matter how you look 
at it, “The Bachelor Father” looks 
sure to click. A great comedy had 
its premiere last evening at the 
Apollo to a capacity audience. 

“The Bachelor Father” starts off 
with a laugh, proceeds in an hila- 
rious manner and winds up with a 


roar. The story’s there. Has a 
great cast to back it up. Done in 
the typical Belasco style. 

The action deals with Sir Basil 


Winterton, wealthy English baronet 
who, in his many journeys around 
the globe, has acquired numerous 
mistresses, several of whom have 
offspring that he has never seen 
and yet supported for many years. 
In search of a new experience, and 
at the suggestion of his physician, 
he commissions his lawyer, John 
Ashley, to travel to the far corners 
of the earth and gather together his 
three children. 

Ashley, in pursuance of his orders, 
journeys to Italy, America and Eng- 
land and returns with two daugh- 
ters and a son by Basil's casual al- 
liances, Antoinette (Tony), Maria 
and Geoffrey. Winterton, who had 
heretofore detested children and 
was lord of all he surveyed, found 
conditions entirely changed after 
their advent. He becomes a proud 
and loving father, proud because 
of the youngsters’ accomplishments 
and loving because of their irre- 
sistible characters for all of which 
he takes the credit as their father. 

The love interest had not been 
overlooked as Maria and Geoffrey, 
from a deep attachment on sight, 
a feeling that they consider merely 
a sisterly and brotherly one until 
subsequent events prove that Geof- 
frey is not really Basil’s son, but 
one who had been palmed off as 
such on the baronet for financial 
reasons. 

This Geoffrey learns after Maria, 


“SHOW 


MAKING THEATRICAL HISTORY 


JULES BLEDSOE 


SINGING “OLE MAN RIVER” 


ZIEGFELD, NEW YORK 


BOA 


“HIT THE DECK” 


BUDDY 


WATTLES 


LEADING ROLE IN 


at Majestic Theatre, 


Los Angeles, Indetinitely 


the daughter of a famous 
prima donna, leaves the now merry 
household to fill her first enzage- 
ment with a celebrated opera com- 
pany in Florence. Geoffrey follows 
to make the future star his wife. 
The outstanding role was enacted 


by June Walker as “Tony” Flage. 
She ran away with the show and 


scored a tremendous personal tri- 
umph. As a product of New York's 
East Side, she possessed all the 
typical American. bluntness'. of 
speech and insisted upon calling a 
spade a spade. The choice comedy 
bit fell to her share. 

Next honors go to C. Aubrey 
Smith, the English baronet. His 
portrayal of this part won him well 
deserved applause. The role of John 
Ashley, the lawyer, was finely play- 
ed by Geoffrey Kerr. Special com- 
mendation is also given to Rex 
O'Malley as Geoffrey, and Adriana 
Dori as Maria, with the surround- 
ing cast a thoroughly competent one. 


FUNNY LITTLE THING 


Los Angeles, Feb. 
A three-act comedy-drama in two scenes 
by Agnes Christine Johnston presented by 
the Morosco Theatre Company. Staged by 


author, is a scenario writer for M- 
G-M. She has been dving stuff for 
the silver sheet for a long time. Lot 
of it has been very good, too. Miss 
Johnston tried her hand at a play 
a few years ago. It was produced 
at the Majestic and went with the 


landslide. Looks as though this one 
will do the same. It will never 


reach Broadway is one sure thing. 
It did show possibilities for stock 
in the first act, but as it went along, 
it weakened, with second act lack- 
ing in significance and strength, and 
with the third act just one of those 
formula affairs with the author 
struggling along to find some nice 
way of bringing hero and heroine 
to a fitting climax. 

The story concerns a girl of an 
ingenuous mind being made a 
chump of by her employers and al- 
ways figured as an emotionless 
machine. A man busts into her 
apartment with gun. She talks him 
down and finds that he is a society 
guy who was on the bum and had 
been attracted by the aroma of 
doughnuts. Cop and other enter 
and she pretends she married the 
guy to save him. Next day 
brings him to office and gets him 


Italian 


she | 


LEGITIMATE 


| 
| 


Augustin Glassmire at the Moresco, Los 
Angeles, Feb. 7. $1.25 top. 
¥F. Ciifford Sharp...........Mitchell Harris 
ermice 
Abraham Levy............Wm. H. Strauss 
02005 James Bush 
Smith..... Hummond 
Guen Marvel Quivey | 
Gayne Whitman | 
Agnes Christine Johnston, the 


over to the man, whem 
to make good. He the 
tumer and, of course, becomes sales 
manager. 

An efficiency nut who. figures 
everything must be dane on sched- 
ule is introduced. They then bring 
in a dizzy gold dissing blonde who 
vamps the ollice. The heroine gets 
sore and quits. When she walks 
out the joint goes into bankruptcy. 
The heroine, of course, returns in 
nick of time. The Jewish merchant, 
it develops. has bought the business, 
makes her his partner she 
keeps all the help, but the efficiency 
uy and the dizzy blonde. 

The lines and situations smack 
of a most retentive memory so far 
as smart cracking screen titles are 
concerned. Ralph Spence, Joe 
Farnham, George Marion, Jr., Jack 
Conway and Al Boasberg, might 
find themselves at home were they 


Sells cos- 


to sit through this play. 
Kay Hammond as “Smith,” the 
point of motivation, is the entire 


works, it is due to her deft han- 
dling of artistry that the play does 
not keel over in the first few mo- 
ments. This girl is a real trouper 
and pulls it from the fire every now 
and then. Gayne Whitman playing 
opposite has just unsuitable 
part, unworthy of his talents. Wm. 
H. Strauss strugyeles through in the 
role of Levy and has a hard time of 
it. Miss Quivey is a nifty little 
hlonde to look at and just the type 
that Anita Loos wrote about. Au- 
g#ustin Glassmire did a remarkably 
xood job in staging this opus, 
“Funny Little Thing,” is just one 
of those things. Ung. 


SCARLET WOMAN 


San Francisco, Feb. 7. 


L. €. Wiswell “presents Pauline Fied- 
erick in a new comedy in three acts by 
Zelda Sears and Reita Lambert. Staged 
by A. Leslie Pierce. Tresented at the 
yeary (formerly Lurie), San Francisco, 
Feb. 6. 
Casale Marahall 
The Mary Margaret Reid 
Andrew Mason.......-. ».. Thomas Holding 
Felix Norman Peck 
Mrs. Shotwell 
DUNCAN: Maurice Fosier 
Rex Henry Adams 

It looks like Lou Wiswell, for 
many years associated with the 
late Henry Savage in the East, now 
located on the coast, has come 


through with his second hit of the 
season. In “The Scarlet Woman” 
Wiswell has provided Pauline Fred- 
erick with a stage comedy that 
should rank high. portrayed 
here last night at the Geary, “The 
Scarlet Woman” gave every indica- 


job. A Jewish merchant comes in|] tion of catching on with a bang. It 
to give her an order, she turns him jis snappy, subtle comedy, at times 


she wants! 


53 
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VARIETY 


a little bread, and yet with enough 
drama, 


The title is a mis-nomer in that 
}it Is not a story of a wanton 
woman, excepting as she is viewed 


by the gossips of the neighborhood, 
and her own share in helping along 
this belief, in her desire for some 
of the attention she was denied 
when she was “only her father’s 
daughter.’ Miss Frederick makes of 
the part a woman one cannot but 
love and admire, 

The trouble starts when Agatha 
returns to the little town in the 
Berkshires after a year's absence in 
New York following her father’s 
death, and brings with her an 
adopted child—aged three months. 
A real baby is being used in this 
part, the cutest. cunningest of 
hahies who instantly won her way 
to the hearts of the opening night 
audience. 

Agatha comes home 
baby.” To make 
she stubbornly 


with “her 
matters worse 
refuses to explain 
when her supposed friends start 
gossiping. There is a coterie of 
well-meaning but meddlesome 
neighbor ladies, their susceptible 
husbands, a couple of youngsters, 
who believe in Agatha’s guilt. but 
want to help her, and the professor 
of a nearby college, who has come 
to write the biography of the girl's 
father, but who remains to fall in 
love. Matters finally reach a erisis 
for Agatha when the hov, Felix, 
warns her the women have deter- 
mined to take the bah from her 
and place it in an orphanage. At 
about the same moment the pro- 
fessor proposes, telline Avatha the 
story about her is ridiemlous, but 
when she asks him if he would 
marry her, even if the storv ahout 
the child's narentage, as cireulated 
in the neighborhood, were true. he 
is unable at first to decide, but 
eventually love wins. 

Norman Peek, in the role of the 
young drureist, who is always in- 
auiring about the babv. which 
directs susnicion against him as its 
possible father, covers himself with 
honors. 

Anather outstanding part is that 
of Wattie, Agatha’s housekeener, 
nortraved bv Lillian Elliott. and 
handled flawlessly. Hope Drown 
as the sonhisticated flanner of the 
present day, with her own ideas of 
Frend, love and sex, is amusing. 

“The Scarlet Woman” mavy safely 


be rated as “over.” Tt clicks and 
should continue to elick at the 
Georv, Miss Frederick is at her 
best. 


“Yankee” Endseat L. A. 
Los Angeles, t'eb. 14. 
“The Connecticut Yankee” closes 
at the Mayan Feb. 18 after playing 
two weeks and a day. Mayan is 
negotiating now for a show to fol- 


low, but has nothing definitely set. 


wears a tiny shoe! 


THIS ADVERTISEMENT IS PARTICULARLY 
DIRECTED TO THE WOMAN WHO WEARS 


ALL SALE SHOES 
REDUCED 


formerly 
to $18.50 


Open until 9 p-m. 


" golden opportunities for the woman who 

Not only will she find an 
exceptional variety of styles in those scarcer sizes 
of 1, 1% and 2 but she will find shoes that were 
actually selling up to $18.50 just before the Sale 
—now reduced to the Final Week Price of $7.85! 


BROADWAY at 46th ST. 
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A CHOP HOUSE 


for every such place. Several op- 
erated in this county, but when two 
promoters sought to establish a new 
one at Cherry Valley this month the 
board closed its doors to the public 
and told one another about the 
countryside gossip. 

By a vote of 31 to 5 it repected the 
Cherry Valley license, and an- 


age estimated at $10,000. 


Undress Dance Number 


Reports of Bill Duffy, of the Sil- 
ver Slipper and Frivolity, buying in 
on the Casa Lopez and operating 
the room with Vincent Lopez, are 


mer, will sponsor a Club Comman- 
ders in Biarritz the tag end of the 
summer. This proffer is condition- 
al, depending on the success of the 
new Irene Bordoni “Paris” musical, 
in which Irving Aaronson and his 
Commanders are featured, 

This was the reason Aaronson 
couldn't return for the third straight 


JOE. ROBERTS 
“Paderewski of the Banjo” 
MONTANA 

| Cowboy Banjoist 

ROY SMECK 

| Wizard of the Strings 

FRANK REINO 

| New York’s Leading Orchestra 
| 
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12 CHI PADLOCKS AND L. A. NITE LIFE SHOT Embassy Club’s 3,000 WAITER PLEADS GUILTY | Jury Sentences Glasser 
? Plantation Only Open Week-Ends— Members at $100 Each Attempted to Extort Protection To 10 Yrs. Within an Hour 
NOW il § T00 LATE Everything Flopping To prove that an exclusive nice Money from Woman Chicago, Feb. 14. 
club can be put over successfully, Joseph G. Glasser, well know 
Los Angeles, Feb. i4. | the Embassy Club, East 57th strect, Emil Poulet, 85, waiter, of 1755 loop hound, feormeriy owner of 
e eaded ilty to y the 
J R se »eratine |Maiham avenue, plead guilty t 
. Wouldn’t! Night life in Los Angeles, Holly-| which John W. Rumsey is of . a «-|Sunset Cafe, a black and 
Nite Club Owners oulan wood and nearby points continues!on behalf of a committee of social attempted extortion in General — » a nd tan ren. 
0 nize When Asked—At to be the bunk. The Plantation, in| lights, now totals 3,000 members at | Sions and was remanded to the!dezvous, was sentenced to 10 years 
rga bershi With Tombs for sentence today. 
Culver City, which has been hold-/ $100 per annual membership. A _jat Joliet by a jury in Judge Miller's 
Present They Can't ine out for a long time, is feeling] this $300,000 intake annually the| According to Antoinette Builly| 01 A 
t t present that|place is virtually under-written as and Mme. Madelaine Beakhurst, 
- a ae aan on Satur-|a sure-fire success. proprietors of the Comme Chez Moi Glasser was convicted of a seri. 
Chicavo, Feb. 14. phe oat Gankaes. It formerly op-| The improved financial status is |restaurant, at 14 West 52d street. ous charge after a legal battle last- 
. 7 ‘ oon’ largest night = e : - ight i the week. also the resi lt ofa happy compro - Poulet demanded $1,000 from them ing over a year. A motion for 
Twelve of Chicago's lars erated every night In i egister require- | when he called at their place on a 
aa: place, the policy has been made a the police and Federal agents State’s Attorney Dougherty, who 
to organ- in while a new! bit more liberal, chiefly the result | that the women had been violating | prosecuted Glasser, has announced 
peng tual protection and failed | joint in on the quict, but soon|of @ mixed committee of society |the liquor law. He promised to’ that he will insist on definite dis- 
tl rtun- people and celebrities from the | protect them from interference by of the now total 
stage and the arts. Heretofore, the |the police and federal agents for |P 
ity. {committee consisted chiefly of so-|six months provided they came|Feb. 18. It took the jury less than 
Organization for general protee-| Cabaret Singer Led Choir, | ciety people exclusively and petty |across with the $1,000. They in-/one hour to hand down its verdict, pe 
tion was first agitate y jealousies and differences interfered |formed him they did not have the : 
Fritzel of the Friar’s Inn, Bill Koth-| Beaeame Pastor, Arrested with the extension of the member- |money in cash, but asked him to —= z 
stein of the Moulin-Rouge and = 24, ship. call the next day. When he did me 
‘| Rollo Rilling, choir leader, pastor] The same complaint that the go- |detectives were present to arrest/] Way who can, write firt 
These three men pursued an active until a jam in this occupation made | ciety mob are no spendthrifts still | him. popular melody to the following nt 
organisation campaign and him bond expert in a local bank, is} With the membership fee ma 
Geavered to convines fellow Sees under arrest in El Paso, Tex., and | covering their couverts, there is a e ° e Kindly submit the music to some ord 
ators that the only way to forestal $2.50 charge only for members Minneapolis Nite Club 
permanent padlocks was through | poe | guests, whatever is spent is only on 
organization. bonding company | food and waters, and that doesn't Hideaways Cause Storm FRED E. MERLING 
Fritzel, Rothstein and Tierney’s|* , --tenor’s surety | Come to much. Minneapolis, Feb. 14. né 
activities along this line followed g The Embassy accounts for some} at a joint hearing of the city 248 
a similar raid to that just recently ploye. One of the technical charges | Of the off-business at the smarter | council license and health and hos- NEW oo ve stil 
pulled. This first wholesale raid against him is embezzlement. open door cafes. pital committees on complaints gon 
was Rilling was once a member of the H 53 Mi — a For a Rube Song Hit 
wer Kiwanis quartet. In rs. ins, | Cal night ciub, the aldermen serve “ ” act 
aperated hy the trie were patioched E! Paso and New Orleans, too, he $100 or 52 notice on all cabarets that the law In a Little Cozy Corner 192 
shortly after the raid and have re- was known as L. H. Farwell. He Davenport, fa., Feb.. 14. prohiblting public dancing here Words by Fred E. Merling Big 
mained so ever since. sang for a time in cabarets in those A world’s marathon dancing after 12:01 a. m., will be vigorously I am heading for the city, ind 
A few months ago, Fred Mann, | cities, record was set last week Mr. | enforced. the Melts aro jaslow. 
owner of the Rainbo Gardens, Chi- Bonding company got afier him and Mrs. E. P. Williams, } oline, “The Stabies” is a former livery With the dearest girl I know. 7 
cago’s largest night club. attempted | when it had to make good on a $590| TIL, shuffled their feet for 52 hours |harn turned into a night club. On When the saue sky ls cleat” tha 
to bring the cafe men together municipat bond ietetele disappeared and 53 minutes in the Coliseum here. its third floor it has a large num- I vow to the stars I love you, pe 
again. Mann pointed out that the|/ while in Rollo's custody. Rilling}| Beside swollen ana ber of stalls which are used for pri- 
strength of union would be most de-/abhandoned his wife and family here. muscles they got $100, the gee re vate booths. Alderman John Swan- CHORUS = 
sirable in the event that further| leaving them almost destitute in the our at “"|son of the license committee dis- In, a little cory corer: 
(Continued on page 62) locally ritzy MecCellan Heights dis-]|°° ock Sa ne “| Ricl lis - approved of these booths. The I'll be happy then with you, dear, ‘ An 
Police Chief F. W. Brunskill said om come, 
County Fathers Slap Lid two-bits a head to nk Il be contented, dear, you, 
as ag. , ainst the place conce I have s “h to tell you, “ 
On Rural Dance Halls by him against the place ¢ meoerned | 
music and noise after midnight. Then the songs I've you singing, p 
Dance Hall Bombing The management declared that pa- me bapoy sll the while. 
Detroit. Feb, 14 trons were permitted to bring their like your, winning ways. 
ing, W nights, etc., aS a resu ’ * ° ples ther ins s rou ave won my heart, my dearie, 
of rural dance halls, have led Following the bombing last week I'll you all my days. th 
Winnebago county fathers to clamp of the dance hall at 13-Mile and 
the lid down tight on these amuse-| Rochester roads, Royal Oak, C. J.| ond music ceased 
ment places. Caster, proprietor, informed police} 
A year ago the legislature placed he has had trouble with musicians ‘es ee Wi 
the supervision of rural dance halls} OVer the employment of non-union AM BAND IN BIARRITZ Fe R.- ID ; 
ity men. This and other theories are 
under authority of the county boards : 
of supervisors, providing that per- | being investigated. Edmund Sayag, manager of ~ “ ” 15: 
mits must be issued by the board The explosion came at three a. m., Ambassadeurs, Paris, in America re- SILVER BELL tae 
with no one in the building. Dam- |Cently to sign a show for this sum- |}: 


nounced that no renewals would be| NOt so. The deal grew cold and} Banjo Artist 
OF EXCEPTIONAL MERIT Gene Geiger continues as Lopez's | to the Ambassadeurs, being | STEVE FRANGIPANE al 
business manager signed with the musical which | Banjoist, Hotel 
156-8 WEST 48TH STREET | Anatole Friedland’'s Revue and opened Monday the Adelphi, Ire 
East of Broadway | ents Neceivers Roseray and Capella, Continental | Philadelphia, for a four-week run./]/ with His Orchestra, Venetian 
St. Louis, Feb. 14. dancers, open at the Casa next Warineg’s Pennsylvanians are Gardens, Montreal F 
More winds of woe are blowing! week. The dancers were imported 
igainst the Tent, St. Louis's only | by the Shuberts for production. Mow 
lowntown night club. An involun- They have an undress dance num- 'Catalog and Silver Bell News—Free 


filed 


‘ary petition in bankruptcy has been | ber rated sensational, 


against the club in the 


Fed - | 


signed for the Ambassadeurs for 


Gallagher's New Floor Revue 


CHAS. FRINK 


‘The BACON BANJO CO., Inc. 


|} dine and dance basis 
lubbea 


and is to be 


Song Writers : | A new revue opens at William J. N. CONN 
“The Greatest Mook of Its Kind’ ores ‘Ss | ETHEL NORRIS’ DIVORCE | Gallagher's Broadway Gardens, New 
f Inside Stuff on he Ara ian Clu », Inc., by the Gor oa Ethel Norris of “Rain or Shine” | York, staged by Ed. Hutchinson, 
dard Grocery Co., with a claim o | is of | With Warner Gault, Florrie, Jack 
How to Write j ,|divorece from Cal Norris, her ex- Bird Sisters and Marion 
St. Louis Costume Co. has a claim | bartner. 
| of $276.20 | As Cal and Ethel Norris. the team MAD RID—BERLIN—GENEVA—LUGANO 
| iwas ¢ st: fae ACH—NEW YORK 
By ABEL GREEN Two receivers, Theodore J. Me Helen Gray at Roxy's | 
Music Editor, jand Robert Olsen, were appointed by- | Helen Gray, of the Parody Club HARL SMITH 
With an Introduction by * seas 5 ¢ le 
| Circuit Judge Evers. aia ,Show, is due to appear at the Roxy L d V 0 h 
“an { In court proceedings the creditors sielesniiaiaetbes | Shortiy. I 0 enice rc estra 
Cc | sharge that the Tent management — A PAUL SPECHT UNIT 
; 
iRo M recently patfd $25 to a linen service THEATRE MEN’S ROAD HOUSE hi Stauy ” Musie 
: BBINS Music CORPORATION | company, making that company a| Chicago, Feb. 14 De Villa and O’Rourke open at Nothing “sweeter” in — po ™ 
a | preferred creditor and thus com- A. G. Spencer and Jack Miller, +e a a Hotel, Hamilton, DETROIT 
miting an act of bankruptcy. theatre operators, are to open a new 
roadhouse in the old Grand Opera 
— ee —— | House building at Sterling, 11. | | 
It will be operated strictly on a 
Bru 


“The Tent.” 


HOWARD PETERSON 


SOLO ORGANIST 


MISSOURI THEATRE, ST. JOSEPH, MO. 


HERE AND THERE 
Tommy Weir, tenor, of Rochester, 
N. ¥., is in New York recording for 
Hdison, Columbia and Victor. Wier, 


formerly with Al Fields and Prim- 
|} rose, has been featured over WHN, 


WOR and Rochester stations the Says: “RECEIVED MARVELOUS OVATIONS FROM ENTHUSI!- 
last year. ASTIC AUDIENCES WITH YOUR BEAUTIFUL BALLAD” 
| 
Bill Stewart and band = have | 
signed for mext sutminer with the | 


John Robinson circus. 


John W. (Dad) Ellison and musi- : 
cal trio are in St. John's, Newfound- PUBLISHED BY 


iand, for an indefinite engagement. 
The Ellison outfit may go to South FORSTER, MUSIC PUBLISHER, Inc. 
ABE OLMAN, Pro. Manager - - 505 Woods Bidg., CHICAGO 


TED WEEMS 


and HIS ORCHESTRA 


KANSAS CITY, MO. 
VICTOR 


- NOW HOTEL MUEHLEBACH - - « America from N. S. 


THIRD CONSECUTIVE SEASON 


Halsey Mohr has joined ihe pro- 
' fessional department of Remick's., 
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DESYLVA, BROWN HENDERSON’S 
YEAR FINDS REMARKABLE RECORD 


Actually Among Publishing Big Four in 10 Months— 


Started 


with $50,000—Never Invested Over 


$18,000—II1 Wind Blew “Souvenirs” Into No. 
Song of Country—Founded by Four Boys from 
37 to 30—Anniversary Dinner Tonight 


Celebrating its first business an- 
miversary tonight (Feb. 15), with 
an invite dinner and _ entertain- 
ment at Janssen’s midtown Hof- 
brau, the youngest and one of the 
most successful music publishing 
firms, De Sylva, Brown & Hender- 
son, Robert Crawford president, 
marks its first milestone with a rec- 
ord of business acumen and prog- 
ress that will go down in the annals 
‘of the music business. 

Proving that déspite all the hue 
and cry of business depression and 
tin pan alley pessimism, there is 
still a vast market for worth-while 
songs, DeSylva, Brown & Hender- 
son, within a period of one year— 
actually 10 months concluding with 
1927—took their place among the 
Big Four of the music publishing 
industry. 

Got Over on $18,000 

There are several unusual things 
that punctuate the history so far of 
the firm. Starting with $50,000 cash 


Announcement Extraordinary! 


After 25 years, the co-authors, 
RICHARD H. GERARD and 
HARRY ARMSTRONG, writers 
of the World-Famous Ballad, 
“Sweet Adeline,” have just com- 
pleted their quarter-century hit 


“SWEET ELAINE” 


the sister song to “Sweet Adeline” 


Quartettes, Trios, Duets, 
Singles, Orchestras 


WRITE — WIRE — CALL 
JOHN E. HAYES, Inc. 


1595 Broadway, N. Y. City/ 


as a bankroll, and another $650,000 
available for “call money,” Craw- 
ford at no time permitted his bank 
balance to drop under $32,000. In 
other words, Crawford put over his 
firm with an $18,000 investment, 
starting with an organization of 35 
people, which was not increased for 
two months, until now the payroll 
staff of the firm numbers 107 people. 
In this first year, De Sylva, Brown 
& Henderson has produced what is 
now among the leading song sellers 
of the country, “Among My Sou- 
venirs,” according to jobber report. 
“Souvenirs” had totaled up through 
a week ago 605,000 copies. 
Cabitalizing an Ill Wind 
The publishing firm first issued 
a song, “Together,” written by B. 
G. (Bud) DeSylva, Lew Brown and 
Ray Henderson, scheduled in place 
of “Souvenirs” as the firm’s plug 
number. It followed after Irving 
Berlin, Inc., had gotten through ex- 
ploiting Berlin’s “Together, We 
Two,” both playing lyrically on “To- 


gether.” 


Crawford, formerly sales manager 
with Berlin, Inc., as a courtesy, ad- 
vised Berlin’s that either one or the 
other hold back its song. Berlin, Inc., 
issued “Together, We Two” first, and 
in this wise Crawford was forced to 
plug “Souvenirs” which ordinarily 
would have been held back. Iron- 
ically enough, because of this quirk 
of circumstances, “Souvenirs” not 
only asserted itself sensationally but 
swamped Berlin’s “The Song Is 
Ended, But the Melody Lingers On,” 
a song that is not the hit it might 
have been were it not for the sim- 
ilar-themed and better seller 
“Among My Souevnirs.” 

Sellers 


Since songs are the keynote of 


LEADING ORCHESTRAS DIRECTORY 


IRVING ARONSON __| 


PHIL FABELLO 


and HIS COMMANDERS 
Featured with 
Irene Bordoni’s “Paris,” Musical 
Show, Adelphi, Philadelphia 
Four Weeks, Starting Feb. 13 


[TOMMY CHRISTIAN | 


and His Orchestra 


LOEW’S MELBA 
BROOKLYN, N. Y. 


Dir. Arthur Spizzi Agency, Inc. 
1560 Broadway, New York 


| VINCENT LOPEZ Z, | 
and His ORCHESTRA _ 


Exclusive Brunswick Artist 


CASA LOPEZ 


B’way & 50th St., New York City 


| CHARLEY STRAIGHT | 


AND HIS 


Brunswick Recording Orchestra 


Back Home Again 


RENDEZVOUS CAFE 
Chicago 


PAUL WHITEMAN| 


And HIS GREATER ORCHESTRA 


PICTURE HOUSE TOUR 


Direction WILLIAM MORRIS 


 PARISIAN RED RED HEADS | 


Greatest Girl Band 
GREAT LAKES THEATRE 


BUFFALO 


Direction William Morris Office 


and His 
ORCHESTRA 


LOEW'S 7th AVENUE THEATRE 
New York City 


FROM DETROIT 
(JEAN GOLDKETTE| 
Orchestras 
VICTOR RECORDS 
Office: Woodward and Eliot 
DETROIT 


| MAL HALLETT | 


AND HIS ORCHESTRA 
Now at 
ROSELAND BALLROMM, N. Y. C. 


Permanent Address: 


SHRIBMAN, Manager, 
ALEM, MASS. 


GEORGE OLSEN | 


AND His MUSIC 
FEATURED IN 


“GOOD NEWS” 


STREET THEATRE 
EW YORK CITY 
Nightly at CLUB RICHMAN 
137 West 56th Street, New York City 


A. ROLFE | 
AND HIS PALAIS D'OR ORCHESTRA 
WEAF ARTISTS 


Edison Records 


ROLFE ORCHESTRAS, Inc. 
200 W. 48th St., New York City 
Phone Lack 6518 


IF YOU DON’T 
ADVERTISE 
IN VARIETY | 


DON’T ADVERTISE | 


| pendently sponsored show. 
‘the Harms alliance this would have 


the music business, a resume of 
De Sylva, Brown & Henderson's 
catalog speaks for itself. “It All 
Depends On You” was a 590,000 
copy hit. Anything over 400,000 
in these days of 26 and 35 cent 
music is sensational. Then “Broken- 
Hearted,” still selling and grossing 
to date 580,000 copies and estimated 
to hit 600,000. “So Blue” sold 300,- 
000 copies; “Tin Pan Parade,” 
“Without You Sweetheart,” “Baby 
Feet Go Pitter Patter’ and “To- 
gether” are other outstanders. 

To top that, “Good News,” the 
Schwab & Mande! production in 
which Bobby Crawford is person- 
ally interested for a sizable “bit,” 
has produced the unprecedented 
record of five big selling songs. 
“Varsity Drag,” “Good News,” 
“Lucky in Love,” and “The Best 
Things in Life” at 24 cents whole- 
sale have grossed 270,000 copies, 
with “Varsity Drag” the biggest, 
but “Best Things in Life” expected 
to ultimately top it, being the bal- 
lad. The fifth ig the surprise seller, 
the waltz, which has created calls 
for the sheet music. 


37 to 30 


De Sylva, Brown & Henderson, 
is comprised of a quartet of young 
men in their 30’s, of which Craw- 
ford is the oldest at 37, and Ray 
Henderson, the tunesmith of the 
trio, the youngest at 3. Lew Brown 
and Buddy De Sylva are the lyricists, 
of which Brown is the “idea” man 
for novelty and comedy songs, and 
De Sylva for the straight stuff, a 
combination that ig regarded as 
well nigh perfect as a songwriting 
machine. 

On the strength of Crawford’s 
quick click, comment and conjec- 
ture have been created as anybody 
or anything else that would match 
it, with the dopesters baffled by the 
theorem. 

Having removed from the open 
market the crack trio of writers 
whose names are lent to the 
corporate firm, Crawford almost 
cinched it for himself from the 
start. 

An expert training with other 
music firms paved the way for a 
conception of business acumen and 
shrewd operation that is note- 
worthy. A 10-20 percent rule for 
expansion is unique in itself. Thus, 
of every $10,000 profit, 10 percent of 
that went for reinvestment in the 
business, i. e. $1,000 was put right 
back into the overhead weekly for 
extra staff, expansion, etc. 

Also unique in the history of the 
music business is that De Sylva, 
Brown & Henderson did what no 
other firm has been able to do in 
the past: operate successfully from 
the start on its own capital and not 
borrow. 

120 Percent Ahead 


As a business proposition, the 
combination, both as writers and 
partners, have benefited consider- 
ably. The three writers top their 
income of any previous season by 
30 percent each, on straight royalty 
as staff writers. As partners, the 
increase was 90 percent again of 
any previous annual income. In 
other words, De Sylva, Brown & 
Henderson, as individuals in their 
own firm, are 120 percent ahead of 
any material resources of any year 
before in their lives. 

They are bound with Crawford to 
the corporation under an irrevocable 
contract. 


The organization, besides the four | 
members, includes Elmer White as | 
a professional manager and Dan} 


Winkler, assisting Crawford on the 
sales end. 

Apropos of the affiliation with 
Harms, Ine., and the Dreyfuss 
Brothers, it was a tactical move in 
exchange for a 10 per cent interest 
to the Harms executives, whereby 
the songwriting firm reaps the ben- 
efit of invaluable foreign publishing 
arrangements, production affiliations 
in which field Harms, Inc., is the 
peer, and many other advantages. 
Otherwise the firm igs its own sole 
operator. 

In productions, De Sylva, Brown 
& Henderson, Inc, besides “Good 
News,” will shortly handle the new 
White “Scandals,” an Aarons & 
Freedley musical, another Schwab & 
Mandel production, and an inde- 
Without 


been an impossibility heretofore. 
Open House 
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ter Variety, ie printed for its news 
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NEW 


CABARET BILLS 


YORK 


Mae Alix 

Berry Bros 

Henri & La Perl 
Duke Ellington Or 


Ambassadeurs 
Blackbirds Rev 
Adelaide fei) 
U 8S Thompson 


Eddie Gray Club Ebony 
Brown & McGraw 
Will Vodery Ba | Show 


Bamboo Inn 
Hilda Rcgers 
Honey Brown 
Taylor 3 
Virginia Wheeler 
Violet Speedy 
Marion Smith 
Dorothy Phillips 
Henri Saparo Bd 
Broadway Gardens 


Brevities of 1928 
Warner Gault 


Club Monterey 
Fred Clark Rev 
Jack Irving 
Ethel Anderson 
Jerry Osborne 
Agnes Dempsey 
Hazel Sperling 
Astair Bernharéat 
Alice Ray 


Club Richman 


Geo Olsen Orch 
Leni Stengel 


Florie 
Juliette Johnson 
Jack Totten 
Bird Sis Geo Murphy 
Marion Lewis Everglades 
Casa Lopez Rev 
Vincent Lopez Or Davis” 


Al Shayne 

Miss Harriett 

Ethel Taylor 

King & King 

Case Sis 

Roseray & Capella 
Chez Florence 

Florence 

Sneeze & Palmer 

Florence’s Orch 
Club Barney 

Alice Weaver 

Walter O’Keefe 

Eleanor Kern 

Hale Byers’ Orch 

Clup Lido 

Fowler & Tamara 

Meyer Davis Orch Helen Morgan’s 
Connie’s Inn Helen Morgan 

Leonard Harper R/Lane Sis 

Allie Ross Ré Arturo Gordon! 


Cotton Club Dorothy Croyle 
: Aimee Revere 


Fred Dexter Orch 
S4th St. Club 


Benny Davis 
Fuzzy Knight 
Frances Shelley 
Dorothy Barber 
Mary Lucas 
Frivolity 
N TG Rev 
Molly Doherty 
Vee Carroll 
Hotsy-Totsy 
Pete Woolery 
Jack White 
Harriett Marned 
Jean Murray 
Tom Timothy Bd 


Frank Cornwell Park Centr’! Hotel 
Frank Cornwell OF! Johnson Or 


Hotel Ambassador Parody Club 


Grace Hill Jimmie Durante 
Geo Marsha!) Lou Clayton 


Van der Zanden Or! padie Jackson 
Hotel Biltmore | Parody Rev 

Madi'ne Northway | Garret & Lizt 

Geo Chiles Lily de Lys 

B Cummins Or Frankie Morris 

Patricia Salmons 

Hotel Manger Helen Grey 

Hal Kemp Orch Thelma Carleton 
Jardin Royal Muriel Holland 


Annette Ryan 
Jean Rolling 
Durante’s Orch 


Pennsylvania Hotel 
Johnny Johnson Or 


Jimmy Carr Orch 
Ted Reily Rev 


Knickerbocker Grill 


Ernie Golden Orch 
Golden's Rev 


Dorothy Braun Salon Royal 
Leverich Towers | Texas Guinan 
Hotel Tommy Lyman 
Brooklyn Bigelow & Lee 
Jacques Green Or 
Howard Sliver Slipper 


Van & Schenck 


De Fays Sis 
Dan Heaiy Mev 


Mel Craig 


Leverich T’w'rs Or 
et “*haltis 
Littte Club Don & Mnre 
La Meris Vercelli Sis 
Lillian Roth Tom Gott Or 
4 Masters 
Ruth Goodwin Small’s Paradise 
Ann Wood L'n’rd Harper's Rv 
Atta Blake 
Mirador Jazzbo Hilliard 
Eleanor Ambrose Dewey Brown 
Chas Sabin Sherman & White 


M & B Johnston 
Ernie Heitz Or 


Montmartre 
Emil Coleman Bd 


McAlpin Hotel 
Erme Golden Orch 
Onkland’s Terrace 
Wil) Oakland 


Susie Wrotem 

Alto Oates 

Bee Footes 

Blondina Stern 

Bronze Chorus 

Chas Johnson Bd 
Strand Root 

Jack Connor's Rev 

Ten East 60th 


Margaret Zolnay 


Davis Hotel 


Bonnie Adair 
Frank Libuse 


Bernie Adler 
Eddie South Bdé 


Al Handler Bd 
H & L Swan 
Le Fevres Frolics 
Lowel! Gordon Roy Mack Rev 
Lester & Clarke Nellie Nelson 
Hal Hixon 


Ansonia 
Lew Jenkins 
Helen Gordon 
Evelyn Dean 
Tea Ledford 
De Carlos & Louise 
Grace Johnston 
Bill Kranz Ba 


Cherz- Pierre 


Pierret Nuyten Rv 
Ear] Hoffman'e Or 


College Inn 
T & B Healy 


Lillian Barnes 
Peppino & Garthe 
Gypsy Lenore 
Eddie Clifford 
Ralph Wiilkams Bd 


Golden Pumpkin 


Banks Sisters 
Russell & Durkin 
Gene Gill 

Jean Gage 

Henrie Gendron Bd 


Katinka 
Roy Mack Rev 


Ohman 2 Dorothy Compte 
Bee Palmer Joe Tenner 
Al Siegel Myrtle Lansing 


Zita & Howard 
Aarseth-Cope Bd 


Lido 
Inez Gamble 


4 Alabamians 
Sherman-Bargy Bd 


Colosimos 
Bobby Danders 


Dan Healy Rev i Landau'’s Bd 
Aida Ward J Friedman Bd David Gerry 
Edith Wilson Hofbrau Palais D’Or Larry Siry Or 
Jimmy Ferguson Floor Show B A Rolfe Ba Waldorf-Astoria 
Leonard Ruffin Gus Good Rolfe’s Rev Meyer Davis Or 

Alabam Maude Hanlon Kaaihue & Kaena;Al Schenck 
Don Beck Joffre Sis Charlie Schultz McCarthy Sis 
Fanelli & Crinite Mearae Sis Barry Clay Bd Madelon McKenzie 
K Lalahi Teddy Martin Myrtle Deveaux 

a Lala A Lindo Inn 
r i e Mu 

Lew King Roy Mack Rev paged 


Kenneth Nash 
Chas Straight Bd 


Rainbo Gardens 
G & M Moore 


Josephine Bruce 
Rose Page 

Babe Fisher 

Fred Burke Band 


Mirador De Ronda & Leete 
Larry Fine 
Sylvia DeVere Isham Jones Ba 
Betty Darling 
Hyland Sis Samovar 


Thelma Randall 
Mile Modjeska 
Flo Myers 
Dixie Dixon 
Babe Carney 
Rose & Marion 
Ear) Roth Bd 


Olive O'Neil 
Carroll & Gorman 
Joffre Sis 

Leon & Bebe 
Fred Walte Bd 


Terrace Garden 


Parody Club Will Higgie 
‘ Marie Rossini 
Maes Mer Diana Bonner 


Margie Ryan 
Frances Allyse 
Phil Murphy 
Harry llarris 
Virginia Sheftall 


Betty Bane 
Gold Medal 4 
W Wadswortn Bd 


Vanity Fair 


‘lossie S rj 
Jules Novit [Vierra Hawaitans 
Mirth Mack 
Rendezvous Gladys Kremer 
Joe Lewis Karola 


Hughes 
Leo Wolf 


Natalie & Darnell 
Freddy Bernard 


WASHINGTON 


Carlton Club Madrillon 
Harry Aibert Tommy Manahan 
Meyer Davis Orch |J O’Donne!} Orch 


Chantecler Club Mirador 


Mayflower 
Sidney Seidenmann 
Sidney's Orch 


Swanee 
Al Kamons 


Molly O'Dougherty 
Nathan Brusiloff 
Paul Fidelman 
Hal Thornton 
Meyer Davis Orch 


Paul Fidelman M Harmon Orch a Sere Meyer Davis Orch 
Meyer Davis Orch 
I Wardman Park 
atus 
Club Lido le Paradis Sidney Harris 
E Dougherty Or Hope & Burns Archie Slater Bd Meyer Davis Orch 


George Marshall 
Grace Hill 
Gene Fosdick's Bd 


MIAMI 
Club Balboa 


Chester Alexander 
Billy Peel 

Rhoda Freed 
Teddy Gordon 


Monte Carlo 


Warren Murray 


Marco d’Abreau 
Ben Bernie Orch 


Anita & Fermine 
Frank Novak Orch 

The Frolics Venetian Gardens 
E Young’s Scandals| worton Downey 


AL! 3EAC Ralph Wonders 
Grace Kay White 


Chica Barrymore Joe Candullo Orch 


Frank Madden Or |Pat Doughert 
Jack J Ch’z Bouche Jungle) yurray Smith Orch 
Embassy Club Billie Deshon —. a Vineta 
Joris Robins 
Miller & Farrell Silver Slipper |Jennsen’s Orch Benny Fic ids 
Norma Gallo e : Olive Hill 
Dorothy Deeder Evans B Fontaine Muleteer Grill Marvelous Millers 
Marian Marchante/ Minnie Allen Pay wind Al Payne Orch 
Club Lido an alin Pleeadilly Al White 
Broadway Follies Jocely L Al Wohlman Aveada Charkouie 
Charlie Crafts Marcella i Murray Sis Abe Balinger’s Rev 
Club Madrid Pauline Zenoa Jean Gaynor 
Velos Yolande Buddy Truly Isabella Dwan Walton Root 


Mattie Wynne LeRoy Smith Orch 


value because of the unusual and 
unprecedented rise of a new firm in 
its first year. 

At the banquet tonight Crawford 
has assembled his entire personne] 
and their friends and well-wishers 
for a 7-10 p. m. get-together, after 
which it will be open house. 


Hallett on Bookings 
Ma! Hallett and band start a five 


weeks’ tour of the Amalgumated 
Circuit, Feb. 20, at Wilkes-Burre 
and Scranton. 


ja formal] suit 


Word Roll Royalties 
Statement that American Society 
suits against Milwaukee companies 
on royalties for word roll mechani- 
test action appears to be 


cals is a 
in error. Shapiro-Bernstein state 
ithat the principle of payment for 


juse of lyrics as part of a mechani- 


ical roll has been established since 
1915, the precedent having been set 
in the case of F. A. Millis vs. Stan- 


dard Musie Roll Co. of New Jersey. 

The Milwaukce matter is merey 
to compel payment 
of word royalties. 
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routes represent the following: 
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Routes for Next Week (February 20) 


Permanent addresses of vands or orchestras not engaged will be 


For reference guidance the initials in the Band and Orchestra 


B—ballroom; 
As far as possible the street addresses in the larger cities are also 
included to insure definite location. 


in this department, except when 
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R—restaurant. 
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Aaronson, Irving, Adelphi T., Phila- 
delphia. 

Abrams, Irwin, c/o WMCA, N. Y¥. C. 
Adams, Roscoe C., 32 Ten Eyck Ave., 
albany 

Jibin Jack, Bossert H., Brooklyn. 
Aldrich, Bob, Onondaga Hotel, 
euse, N. Y. 

Alhambra Orch., Alhambra D. H., Syra- 


Syra- 


cure 

All-Star Entertainers, Merry Garden Hal) 
Me nphis 

A'sdorf, J., 93 Liberty St., Newburgh 


Amare, Joe, New Bamboo Inn, 8222 W 
Mai:lison, Chicago 

Amidon, Arthur, 912 E. 8th St.. Fiint, 
Mich. 

Appe:. -Csear. Baltimore. 
Andrews, Eddie, Avalon B., Boston. 
Appenheim. Walter, 1723 Girard Ave., 
Philadelphia. 

Armbruster. Joseph L., Buffalo A. C.. 
Buffaio 


Arcadians, Greystone B. Dayton, O. 
Arcadia Syncopators (Clifford Edger- 


ton), 2004 Addison St., Phila., Ra 
Ash, Paul, Oriental r., Chicago. 
Francis, 740 So. 9th St. 
phia 
Atkins P., 3614 Sixth Des 
Moines. 
B 

Bailey, Richard, 52¢@ So. Broadway, Los 
Angeles. 


wateden. Harry, Miramar H., Santa Mont- 
ea, Cai 

Baldwin. Percy, Chateau Frontenac. Que- 
bec, Can 

Barnard, Barney, 330 W. Morrell 8t., 
Jackson, Mich. 

Barrett, Hughie, Sagamore H., Ro- 
chester, N. Y. 

Basile. Joe, 65 No. 14 St.. Newark. 

Bauer. Fred J., 67 Ormond St., Rochester 

Baum, Babe, 226 Rose St., Reading 

Beckley. T., 102 BE. Bightb St., Wilming- 
ton 

Berge. William B.. 67 Grand Ave.. Engle- 

Berget, Paul, Rice H., Houston, Tex. 
. Be-ger, William J., 5449 Penn Ave.. Pitts- 

ire 

Be-gman. Al, 41 Harvard Place, suffalo 
Bernie, Ben, 745 7th Ave., N. % Cc. 
Bernie, Dave, 745 7th Ave., N. Cc. 
Bestor, Don, c/o M. C. A., 1501 ‘egan. 


N. 

Bingham. Thomas W., 25 8S. Ryan 8t. 
‘3uffalo. 

Black, Art 7237 B. Jefferson Ave., De- 
troit. 


Black, Ben, Saenger T., New Orleans. 
Blumentha"’s Orch., Sovereign 
Kenmore, Chicago. 

Bobbitt Forrest, Orchard Heights, 


Wert, 
Wardman Park, 


Boernstein, 
Washington, D 

Boutelle Brothers, Concord. N_ 4G. 

Boyle, Billy, Copley-Plaza H.. Boston. 

Bradfield, BE. Max, Senator T., Sacra- 
mento, Cal. 

Braunsdorf Orch., 911 22d St., Galveston 

Breeskin, Daniel, Metropolitan T.. Wash- 
fagton 

Mroadway Melody Boys. John Hornbach. 
Rose Tea Gardens. Wilmington 

Brobst, Olen, Majestic B., Detroit. 

Brow, Sam, Dance Box, Broad §&t., 
Philadeiphtia. 

Brownagie, Ted, 922 8S. Ninth St.. Harris- 
re. Pa 

Brunntes, Merrett, ¢/o Variety, Chicago. 


Van 


Irving, 


Brvant. Will H.. 1526 S 6th St.. Terre 
Hante 

Buck, Verne, Granada T., San Fran- 
eisco. 

Burtnett, Earl, Biltmore H., Los An- 
geles. 


Buckeye Wonders (Fred Frinkley), 644 So 
Main St.. Akron. O. 

Burk. Milo. Brockton, Mass. 

Burke, Chick. Amesbury. Mass. 

Butler, Mel, Davenport H., Spokane. 

Rvrers. Hale, Club Barney, W. 84 6t., 
©. 


c 


California Entertainers, 
Hartford. 
Caperoon. Fred, 401 Broadway. Camden 
Carpenter, E. J., Biltmore H., Miami. 
Carr, Jimmy, c/o Variety, N. Y. C. 
Carter, Fred, Majestic D. H., Long 
Beach, Cal. 
Caruse, James, 1825 St. Nicholas <Ave., 
Casale, 


Mike, 140 Pine 8t., Williams- 
port. Pa. 


Castle, Frank, President T., 8. F. 
Cerny, John, Belmont H., Chicago. 
Cervonne, Issy, 410 Sixth AV., Pittsburgh. 

Chance, Jos., Club, 44th St. and 
Brondway, N. 

Christian, c/o A. Spiszi, 16560 
Broadway, N. Y. C. 


Palais Royal, 


Coe, Freddie. 252 W. Douglas St.. Read- 
fag, Pa. 
Cohen, Richard, Vanderbilt H., N. Y. ©. 


Coleman, Emil, Club Montmartre, 50th 


St. and Broadway, N. Y. C. 
Cullen’ Bert E., 814 Sth St., South 
Boston 


Currle. Harry, Seelbach H., Loutasville. 

Commanders, The (Irving Aaronson), 
Adelphi T., Philadelphia, Pa. 

Condelort, Anthony, Adelphia H., Phila., 


a. 
Connelly. Harold R.. 489 Central Ave., 
Bridgeport 

Confrey, Zez, c/o M. C. A., N. Y. C. 
Connor, Joe, c/o W. H. Oldfield, 11 
Hanover St., Nanticoke, Pa 
Fritz, Maple View Hall, Pittsfield, 
ass 

Coon-Sanders Orch., care of Music Corp. 
ef America, Chicago. 
Chet, Pythian Temple, Brockton, 


Frank, Janssen’s Hofbrau, 
68d St. and Broadway, N. 
Coyle, Louis H., 219 8. 10th St., Baston, 


Craig, ad Leverich Towers H., Brook- 
N 


ford, “Buzz,” 29 3ist St., Harrie- 
burg, Pa. 

Crawford, Thomas I., Wichita, Kan. 
Crawford's Orchs., P. O. Box 1888, 
Asheville, N. C. 

< Bernie, Hotei Biltmore, 


D 
Dantzig, E. J., 848 Putnam Ave., B’klya. 


ALL RIGHTS RESERVED 


e D’Artri’s Orch., 61 14th St., Norwich, 
onn. 

Davidson, J. Walter, Norshore T., 
Chicago. 


Davis, Charlie, 87 North Sherman Drive. 
Indianapolis 
45th Bt. 


Davis, Eddie, Lorraine H., 
Davis, Meyer, Bellevue- Stratford M., Phik 


and 5th Ave., N 


adelphia. 

Davison, Walter, Rainbow Gardens, 
Louisville, Ky. 

De La Ferrerra, Imperial H., San Fran- 
ciaco. 

Denny, Jack, Mt. Royal H., Montreal, 
an. 

re (Milt Shaw), Roseland B. 
Cc. 

Dexter, Fred, Wisconsin Roof Garéen, 
Milwaukee 


Clyde, care WEAF, 195 B' way, 

Domino Orch. (Irving Gordon), 23 éth 
Street, Troy, N. Y. 
Doraelly. W. H., 239 Glenwood Ave.. 
East Orange, N J 

Dornberger, Chas., e/o M. C. A., N. Y; C. 
Duluthians (Fran)! E. Mainella), Armory. 
Duluth. 

Dumont, Adolphe, Paramount T., N. Y. 
Dver, E., Wardman Park H., Washington 
Dytch, Havey, 406 S. First St., Daytona, 
Fla. 

£ 
Egyptian Serenaders, Crystal Beach, 
Buffalo. 

Eisenbourg, Dok, Roseland B. R., Nor- 
way St. and Mass. Ave., Boston. 

Elinor, Carle, Carthey Circle T., Los 
Angeles. 

Ellington, Duke, Cotton Club, N. ¥. C. 

Elmwooce Jazz Bana (Harry Hansmann). 
372 Van Nostrand Ave., Jersey City. 
Emerson, Howard, Merrick Theatre, 
Jamaica, L 
Englehart, Jos., Roosevelt T., Chicago. 
Eppel, Walter, 5736 N. Seventh St.. Phila- 
delnhia. 
Essig, Abe, Park Lane H., N. Y. C. 
Eubank. Philip Lee, Harlingen. Tex. 
Bvans, Alfred, Grand-Riviera T., Detroit. 


Phil, Loew’s 7th Ave. T., 
Fagan, Raymond, Plantation, Roches- 
ter, N. ¥. 

Fandel, Burt, Strand B., Boston. 
Farrel}, ‘rank, Greenwich Village 
Inn, 4 Sheridan 8q., N. Cc. 

Fay, Bernard, Fay’s T., Providence. 
Feeney. Jesse M., 226 EB. llth St.. Oak. 
land 


Fenn, F. G., 1745 Caton Ave., B’klyn, 


Fenton, Carl, 1674 B’way, N. Y. C. 
J. William, 878 River 8t.. Troy, 


Finzel, Wm., Arcadia B. R., Detroit. 
Finley, Lioyd C., Rice H., Houston. 
Fischer, Carl, Majestic D. H.. Detroit. 
Fisher, Buddy, Avalon T., Chicago. 


Fischer, Chas. L., 912 So. West &t., 
Kalamazoo, Mich, 
Pisne:, Harley, Doyletown, Pa, 


Fisher, Max, care of Wim. Morris, 1660 
Broadway, N. Y. C. 
Fisher, Mark, Harding T., Chicago. 
Flores, Geo., Clover Gardens, N. ¥. 
Florida Orch. Archambault’s, 2678 
Broadway, N. Y. 


Arthur M.. ‘174 Beacon St. Port- 
an 
Foote, Ralph, Brown's Club, French 
Lick, Ind. 
Fosdick, Gene, Embassy Club, Miaml. 
Franciscl, Ivan, Cleveland H., Cleveland. 
Friary, George. Rockland. Mass. 


Friedberg, Theodore, Majestic H., N. Y. C. 
Friedman, Jerry, _ Helen Morgan, 


W. Mth St., N. 
Friedman, L. F., Bt. Louis T., 8t. 
Strand T., 


Louis. 
Fridse, Jullus F., Stamford. 
Fry, Charles M., 1419 E. Columbia Ave., 
Philadelphia. ‘ 
Fry, E J., Fremont. Mich. 
Fugmann, Ted, 218 E. Cortland Bt., Jack- 
gon. Mich. 


Funda, Frank, Ten Byck H., Albany. 


Galvin, J. J., Plaza T., Worcester, Mass. 
Garber, Jan, care of Taps, 1587 B'way, 
Gardner, Charles C., 1527 N. 24th St., Lin- 
coln, Neb. 
. George, 21156 Madison Balti- 
Gallagher, Jimmie, Cabin, 
Washington St., Boston. 
Gay tira, 612 Majestic Theatre Bidg.. 
Los Angeles. 
Gegna Misha, Forum Theatre, L. A. 
Geiat, Al, 117 8. New Jersey Ave., 
lantic City. 
Gill, Emerson, Bamboo Gardens, Cleve- 
land; 10000 Euclid Ave., Cleveland. 
Gilligan's Orch., Andrew, Grand Dan- 
sant, Cincinnatl. 
Glantz, Nathan, 145 W. 46th St., N.Y.C. 
Knickerbocker Grill, 


Golden, Ernie, 
Goldkette, Jean, 3508 Woodward, cor. 
Elliott, Detroit. 

Gonzales, Soloman N., 810 E. 4th &t., 
Banta Ana, Cal. 

Good, Dave, Uptown T, L. A. 

Gorman, Ross, 1576 B’way, N. Y. C. 
Gott, Tom, Silver Slipper Cafe, 48th St. 
and B'way, N. Y. C. 

310 Weat 


Ave., 


Hunter's 


At- 


Green, A. J., 634 St., Les 
Angeles. 
Green, Jacques, R., bist 


Roseland B. 
St. and B'way, N. Y. C. 
Greystone Orch., Greystone H., Dayton. 
Grosso, Elmer, 31 St. James’ St., Elm- 
haret, N. 

Guenette, Touls, Tanguay’s Orchestra, 16 
St. Angele St., Quebec, Can. 


P...-siguaaae Ed. 88 Reynolds Ave., Provi- 
ence 
Guterson. Waldemar, Solomon's D. HEL, 
Los Angelea 
H 
Haass, Sam, Midway Gardens, Chi- 


Hacker, Harry, 11 B’way, N. Y. G 
Hagen, Cass, c/o Variety, N. Y. CG 
Hall, George, Arcadia B. R., N. ¥. G& 
Hall, Sid, Yoeng’s R.. 1607 B'way, 


Hallett, Mal., e/o Chas. Shribman, 363 
Bissex St., Salem, Masa. 


Fred, Benson, W. 
andolp Chicago. 

Handler, Al, Alame G, 83% Wiisca 
Ave., Chi 


Harry, ‘Calvin T., 


Helat, Horace, efe Variety, L. A. 

Netman, Seam J.. Radisson H., Minne- 
apolis. 

Heiberger. Bmiil, Bond H., Hartford. 

Fletcher, 238 W. 139th Bt. 


Henkel, Ted., care of Variety, Los An- 
geles, Cal. 

Henry, Edw. B., 5 Murray Hill Park, Meal- 
den, Mass. 

Henshell, Jimmie, State-Lake T., Chi- 


cago. 
Herberveaux, Jules, Palmer House, Chi- 
cago. 

Herzberg, Harry, 2042 Chestnut St. Phila- 
delphia. 

ago. 
Hilbloom, Maurie, Stratford T., Chi- 


cago. 
Hodek, Frank W.. Roseland Gardens. 


a Baril, Ches Pierre C., Chi- 


cago. 
Hoftman, Lester G., TT Fenimore Ave., 
ogan, Jac Strand Bost 
Holtanaer, Wine 121 Bilcott Pi, 


rinoliowen, Ben, Strand D. H., Wilming- 


i Scotty, Adams House, Boston. 

Holmes, Wright. Martinique H., N. ¥. C. 

Horwitz, Jack, and Collegian Serenad- 
ers, Far East R., Cleveland. 

Hirabak, Alvis, 11233 Goettman &8t., 
N. S., Pittsburgh. 
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Wednesday, February 15, 1928 


NEWS FROM THE 


This department contains rewritten theatrical news items as pub- 
lished during the week in the daily papers of New York, Chicago, 
San Francisco, Los Angeles and London. 
for these news items; each has been rewritten from a daily paper. 


Variety takes no credit 


NEW YORK 


After blowing up the supposed 
guicide attempt of Roseray, night 
elub dancer, beyond all reason, the 
tabs turned around the following 
day and with self righteous indig- 
nation exposed the affair as a pub- 
licity racket, naming Irving 
Strouse, Vincent Lopez’s trumpeter, 
as the inspiration. The girl dances 
at the Casa Lopez. The gag is 
the publicity worked both ways for 
the Casa’s $2 couvert. 


The tabloids, by the way, seem 
to have gone coocoo on the by-line 
thing. They deal out the regular 
daily bunch of mineographed press 
matter to office rewrite men to 
dress up, and it is spilled with 
fancy type layout heads and with 
12 point by-lines. The routine an- 
nouncement of Edna Leedom’s de- 
parture from “Lovely Lady” on the 
ground of illness came out under a 
by-line in the “News,” built up with 
fancy imaginings of a row in the 
cast. 


Mrs. Dorothy Bernie, wife of 
Dave Bernie, Ben’s brother, awarded 
divorce, unnamed. co-respondent, 


Luella Gear, star of “The Opti- 
mists” and wife of August Heck- 
scher, millionaire philanthropist, 
paid reward of $1,250 to a lunch 
stand owner in Long Island City, 
who found and returned her lost 
bracelet. 


Constance Ford, show girl in 
“The Madcap” (Royal), to marry a 
Chicago shoe manufacturer, 


Federal Attorney Tuttle wants to 
handle the case of the raid on the 
Chez Helen Morgan club, and ob- 
tained a postponement of the hear- 
ing before U. S. Commissioner for 
that purpose. 


The marriage and its subsequent 
annulment of Mabel Withee and 
H. L. Sarshik, together with the 
fact that the actress turned down 
marriage proposals of an Egyptian 
prince, were revived when Sarshik 
was convicted of grand larceny in 
General Sessions. 


John and Herbert Locke, brokers, 
whose affairs are in the courts in 
connection with fraud tangle, are 
said to have given expensive for- 
eign cars, grand pianos and other 
trinkets to prominent actresses, in- 
cluding Mary Eaton, Peggy Hop- 
kins Joyce and a dozen others. 


Zieggy’s squawk over Eddie Can- 
tor’s sudden closing with the “Fol- 
lies” got plenty of newsprint dis- 
cussion, 


Geraldine Farrar moved to non- 
suit $10,000 action of her former 
cook, who charges she contracted 
eye trouble in Geraldine’s employ 
when she used a towel used on the 
diva’s sick poodle. 


Anna Cortez, hostess in Green- 
wich Village night club, dead from 
gas in her apartment, 22 University 
place. Police believed it accidental. 


Good@ human interest story in 
early evening papers about bur- 
lesque troup evicted from hotel on 
Broadway, Williamsburg, Brooklyn, 
by early morning fire. Recalled the 
Ward O’Malley stories in “The 
Sun” about the fires that used to 
occur regularly in the old Saranac 
Hotel at Broadway and 424 street. 


LOS ANGELES 


Bebe Daniels and James Hall, ap- 
pearing in “50-50” under the direc- 
tion of Clarence Badger, were in- 
jured when pinned under debris of 
a set knocked off a truck on loca- 
tion by the branch of a tree. 

Miss Daniels is in Hollywood Hos- 
pital with injuries to her back and 
pelvic regions. Hall gsuffered a 
broken wrist. 


Thomas Golden and Earl Peters, 
believed by police to be members of 
& gang of auto thieves, were nabbed 
by police officer Leo Kelly after 
they had offered to sell a car be- 
longing to Cyril Chadwick, screen 
actor, 


Syna Oliver, picture extra, was 
cleared of charges of driving while 
intoxicated when she appeared for 
trial before Judge Baird. Her at- 
torney moved for dismissal and the 
court granted it. Charge followed 
in which a man was in- 

red. 


Following in the footsteps of her 
sister Vivian, Rosetta Duncan, of 
the Duncan Sisters,, broke off her 
€ngazement to William Beri. Miss 

uncan’s explanation was that both 
Were too busy with work to think 
about marriage. 


Roy D’Arcy, known off the 


Screen as Roy Guisti, withdrew hisBerkeley ¢author of 


divorce complaint against Mrs. 
Laura Rhinock Dutfy Guisti, and 
consented to have her file action 
against him instead, Her complaint 
charges extreme cruelty. Property 
settlement was agreed upon out of 
court. 


“Jack” Bennett, otherwise Jacob 
Berman, of the Julian Oil affair, 
filed suit for $6,000 against Hallam 
Cooley, picture actor, charging 
usurious rate on a loan. . Bennett 
says he borrowed from Cooley $20,- 
000 for 22 days and repaid that 
sum with an _ additional $2,000 
“bonus.” Bennett asserts that the 
two grand was a violation of the 
California usury law and asks three 
times the amount in compensation. 


Jack Wagner, scenario writer for 
First National, was sued for divorce 
by Winifred Wagner, who charges 
desertion. She asks $100 a week 
alimony. 


George Melford, film director, is 
defendant in suit filed by Rockcliffe 
Fellowes, actor, for $4,000. The 
complaint states Fellowes loaned 
Melford the money in 1926, receiv- 
ing a six months’ note. 


Tom Mix contested the appoint- 
ment made by the superior court of 
Albert A. Kidder, attorney, as 
guardian for his daughter, Ruth. 
Mix was brought into court by his 
former wife, Olive Stokes Mix, to 
raise the ante for his daughter’s 
support. Case comes up for a hear- 
ing Feb. 14. Until then Mix agreed 
to pay his daughter $100 a week. 


Olive Borden, who recently left 
the Fox studios, is going to Europe. 
She will be accompanied by her 
mother, who has been ill. 


Clarence R. Hennecke, scenario 
writer, filed action in superior court 
contesting the interlocutory decree 
of divorce awarded his wife, Ruth 
N. Hennecke, granted last July. 


Reports from Reno that Renee 
Adoree was divorced there from 
Julius G. Dennert, farm hand, 
caused the actress to ask for the 
man’s arrest. While Keno police 
were looking for him to ask ques- 
tions, Dennert, who had circulated 
the statement about Miss Adoree, 
made a hurried exit out of town 
after marrying a California girl 
immediately after his divorce. 

In the meantime, it was learned 
that the woman whom Dennert 
really divorced was working in Los 
Angeles. 


Irene Presnaikoff, known on the 
screen as Irene Preston, was before 
Judge Beecher’s court seeking over- 
due alimony from Ygor Presniakoff, 
actor. Court ordered him to pay 
$15 a week. Couple got into mari- 
tal difficulties some time ago when 
Mrs. Presnaikoff took a shot at her 
husband. 


Renee Adoree was named in a 
dispatch from Reno, Nev., as the 
woman whom Julius G. Dennert, 
former farm hand, had divorced 
there. While Dennert was re- 
ported to have made that state- 
ment, also substantiated by his at- 
torncy, William McNight, Miss 
Adoree, in Los Angeles, denied 
knowing the man or ever having 
married him. 

The actress was married once to 
Tom Moore, from whom she was 
divorced several years ago. 


Mickey Daniels, kid star of “Our 
Gang Comedies,” is back in Holly- 
wood after a six months’ tour in 
vaudeville. He will remgin on the 
coast doing picture work~until next 
year. Then another’ vaudevilie 
jaunt. 


After selling a house to George 
K. Arthur, film actor, Pierce W. Van 
Doren, contractor, was ordered by 
Judge Fletcher Bowron to turn over 
proceeds of the sale to his estranged 
wife. Latter brought Doren into 
court on contempt charges for fail- 
ure to support. 


Hollywood police have reopened 
investigation into the death of Helen 
St. Clair, film actress, whom a cor- 
oner’s jury found a_ suicide last 
April. Police are acting on infor- 
mation given them by the girl’s fa- 
ther, Albert T. Daniels, New York 
shopkeeper, who is now here, 


Voncelil Viking, the gal that start- 
ed out from New York four months 
ago on horseback for a coast-to- 
coast trip, arrived here after making 
the jaunt tn 120 days. She plans to 
make a try for the kleig lights with 
Ted Wells, nictnre actor. 


LONDON 
London, Feb. 

Congreve’s witty comedy, “The 
Way of the World,” originally put 
on at Wyndham’s for a six weeks’ 
revival, closed Feb. 4 after six 
months’ run. It will be followed by 
“Listeners,” a new play by Reginald 
“The White 


Mich. Fair Man Is 


Cleared in Money Mess 
Detroit, Feb. 14. 

George W. Dickinson, secretary- 
manager Michigan State Fair under 
the past administration, will receive 
one month’s back salary and $2,000 
expenses, according to an order is- 
sued by the State Administrative 
board at Lansing. 

Shortly after his term expired, 
Dickinson was sued by the present 
administration for an accounting of 
property, and money due him was 
held up. Records of the office were 
missing and have never been found, 
but Dickinson produced duplicates 
to clear himself. 

The court order recommending 
payment to Dickinson also rewards 
his secretary. 


Big Top Openings 
Peru, Ind., Feb. 14. 


Zack Terrell, manager of Sells- 
Floto shows, announced circus will 
start season at Chicago April 11 to 
29. The show will come to Peru 
April 30, and the next day in In- 
diapolis. 

Managers of circuses owned by 
the American Circus Corp., with of- 
fices and winter quarters at Peru, 
met here this week to plan for 1928. 

Hagenbeck-Wallace shows will be 
managed by Daniel Odum and Sam 
Dil. The show will open at Cleve- 
land April 14. The Robinson show 
will open April 27, but the place has 
not been determined. 


Hot Meat Stand Licenses 
Des Moines, Iowa, Feb. 14. 


Barbecue owners with shacks on 
every main road are combining to 
fight licensing, following a meeting 
of township trustees in the coun- 
ty here, which went on record as 
favoring the licensing of the bar- 
becue stands. 

The attorney for the “rib resorts” 
states the shacks do not have to be 
licensed unless the law is stretched 
to mean that a barbecue is classed 
as an amusement resort. 


CIRCUS OPENINGS 


Los Angeles, Feb. 14. 

Slayman Ali and his troupe of 12 
acrobats have been booked for the 
Hagenback-Wallace Circus opening 
at the Auditorium, Cleveland, April 
14. 

Sells-Floto Circus will open at the 
Coliseum, Chicago, on the same 
date. 


PARK OPERATORS FAIL 


Danville, Feb. 14. 

Carmichael & McMahon, operators 
of an amusement park four miles 
east of Charleston, have filed peti- 
tion in bankruptcy in the Federal 
court, listing $21,248.93 labilities 
and $1,500 assets. Harry A. Carmi- 
chael and Con J. McMahon also filed 
individual petitions in bankruptcy, 
the former listing Habilities of $17,- 
077.16 and assets of $5,650, and the 
latter scheduling $14,337.23 Mabili- 
ties and $107 assets. 


Club Manger, New York, has 
changed its name to Varsity Club 
because of a suit started Jan. 16 by 
Louis Manger of the Manger Hotel. 
It sought to restrain Clint Judge, 
cafe man, from unauthorized use 
of the name, 
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ERNIE WILLIAMS in “Very Little Hamlet,” with 
Ernie Williams, 62, for 20 years| Marie Tempest in “Becky Sharp” 
a booker and reviewer of acts for} @nd_ in “The Second Mrs. Tan- 
the Marcus Loew Circuit, died Feb.| Gueray” with Mrs, Pat Campbell. 
14 at the family home, 255 Fort| Her recent successes were in “Out- 
ward Bound” and “The Ghost 


Washington avenue, New York, of 
heart trouble, 

For the past week his condition 
was acute. His health began to 
fail two years ago. 

Ernie Williams was one of the 
veterans around the Loew offices, 
he and Irving Weingart becoming 
associated there about the same 
time. Through his illness Mr. Wein- 
gart was always at his bedside and 
with him just before he died. 

Mr, Williams prior to joining 
Loew’s was a trouper, his early 


Train,” in which she also appeared 
in New York. 


CLAY T. VANCE 
Clay T. Vance, 68, who for some 
40 years has acted as manager and 
advance agent of shows, and who at 
one time produced his own plays, 


died in Polyclinic Hospital, New 
York, Feb. 9, from _ intestinal 
trouble. 


Vance was from Columbus, Ohio, 


; and was associated with Paddy 


Marcus Loew 


amusement connections having been 
with a circus. 

It was Mr. Williams who origi- 
nated the tryouts for Loew some 
years ago when they were a big 
drawing card at the National, New 
York, and the Columbia, Brooklyn. 
On those eventful nights many un- 
knowns appeared and later became 
headliners or stars. 

Ernie was born at Tom’s River, 
N. J., but most of his life was spent 
in New York. 

About 17 years ago he married 
Grace Nelson, then prominent in 
musical comedy roles and who later 
did a single act in vaude. To that 
union a daughter was born 15 years 
ago. Mrs. Williams and the daugh- 
ter survive, 

The funeral will be held at 10 a.m. 
tomorrow (Thursday) the 
Richard R. Coughlin Funeral Par- 
lors, 40 West 58th street, New York. 

Interment in Woodlawn cemetery. 


ADELE ARAMS 
(Mrs. A, H. Palmer) 


Mrs. A. H. Palmer, 54, of the 
Pasadena Community Playhouse, 
known on the stage a decade ago 
as Adele Arams, died Feb. 13, after 
several months of illness resulting 
from heart disease, at her home in 
Pasadena, 

Deceased had been identified with 
the Little Theatre movement since 
its inception and, until 13 years ago, 
was on the stage, making her last 
professional appearance in . “The 
Perfect Lady.” She has appeared in 
50 plays at the Community Play- 
house and was former president of 
the Drama League of Pasadena. 

Mrs. Palmer’s husband, A. H. 
Palmer, suryives. 


GLADYS FFOLLIOTT 


Gladys Ffolliott, veteran actress, 
died in a London nursisng home 
Feb. 1, aged about 70. Six weeks 
ago she fell and fractured her thigh 
in the frosty spell, and never re- 
covered from the after-effects. De- 
ceased was a versatile actress of 
much experience, having been. 50 
years on the stage and played in 
all phases of entertainment from 
circus to drama. 

She appeared with Nellfe Farren 


Chateau”), and the chief players will 
be Nicholas Hannen, Maisie Darrell 
and the author. 


“Yellow Sands,” Eden Phillpott’s 
comedy, closes at the Haymarket 
Feb. 25 after 16 months’ run. It 
was the only play that ran com- 
pletely through 1927. It will be suc- 
ceeded by a new detective play by 
A. A. Milne, produced by Nicholas 
Hannen. The cast includes Norah 
Swinburne, Jack Hobbs, Spencer 
Trevor. 


An innovation is promised for 
London theatreland in the form of a 
scheme to do away entirely with 
painted scenery, plain backcloths 
being substituted. Varying scenes 
will be projected from a machine 
which, it is claimed, will be un- 
distinguishable from the old style 
scenery. 


Sir Gerald du Maurier will pre- 
sent his new vehicle at the St. 
James’ theatre Feb. 11, a three-act 
by Walter Ellis called “S. O. S.” 
The supporting cast wil) consist of 
Gracie Fields (recruited from 
touring revue), Betty Stockfield, 
Grace Wilson, Griffith Humphreys, 
Ernest Mainwaring, Herbert War- 
ing, George Curzon, A. Harding 
Steerman, Herbart Marshall. 


The new London theatre, to be 
called the which will be 


erected shortly on the old Meux 
Brewery site in Oxford street, will 
be the largest modern theatre in 
the country, with a seating capacity 
of 2,600. Big musical plays will be 
staged there. The prices will be 
cheaper than the prevailing West 
End ones, with 1,200 stalls at eight 


shillings and sixpence, instead of 
the 12 and 15 shillings. 
A new play of strong sex appeal, 


written by an English government 
official in Rangoon under the name 
of Somers Quesst, is to be staged 
shortly by Thomas Warner, former 
stage director for Sybil Thorndike, 


and now going into management. 
Title is “Gossip,” and the action 
takes place in India. Olga Lindo 


will be the star. 


Cc. B. Cochran’s Revue of 1928 
opens Manchester Feb. 27 for three 
weeks, the only out-of-town date 
prior to its London appearance, 
which is scheduled for March 22 at 
the London Pavilion. Billy Shaw, 
American, has been added to the 
cast. 


At the end of the Macdona Play- 


ers’ season of Shaw at the Little 
B. A. Mever will present “The Man 
with the Red Hair,” an adaptation 
by Ben Levy of Huch Walpole’s 


latest novel. Theodor Komisarjev- 
sky will produce. 


Sullivan in the producing of road 
shows. At different times he han- 
dled shows for Charles E. Blaney 
and Gus Hill and was with many 
independent attractions. In _ lave 
years he had been working with 
road films, his last engagement be- 
ing with the road department of 
‘Paramount. 

Interment in Woodlawn cemetery. 


ALBERT SONDERN 


Albert Sondern, 41, former man- 
ager of the Pabst theatre, German 
Stock, died at his home in Mil- 
waukee last Friday after an illness 
of eight weeks. Sondern came to 
America 18 years ago from Herb- 
stein, Germany. 

After appearing with several New 
York German theatrical troupes he 
came to Milwaukee and after serv- 
ing ag a cast member for some time 
was named manager. Upon his ill- 
ness, Fritz Fischer succeeded him. 
He is survived by his widow, Alma, 
and three children. 


William White, 58, stage manager 
for years at Loew’s Lincoin Square, 
New York, died February 8 in 
Greenpoint hospital of blood poison- 
ing. White was injured in the leg 
while working at the theatre and 
gangrene set in which caused his 
death. 

White was a member of the New 
York Theatrical Protective Union 
No. 1, Brooklyn Elks, and the Grand 
Street Boys. 

Widow and seven children sur- 
vive. 


Ralph Charles Sheldon, 31 violin- 
ist and member of a theatre orches- 
tra in Hudson, N. Y., died there Feb. 
7, after an acute attack of diabetes. 
Sheldon served with the Marine 
Corps in the World War. In addition 
to his theatre work, Sheldon was a 
member of the Hudson Philharmonic 
Orchestra, 


Morris Conners, for 40 years own- 
er of the Theatrical Transfer Co., 
Aitoona, Pa., died there last week. 
All traveling show managers knew 
Conners. 


Thomas Kinney, 40, of Danbury, 
Conn., was killed Féb. 6 in an auto 
accident at Port Chester, N. Y. Kin- 
ney at various times had charge of 
the tickets on several circuses. 

The mother of “Sir” Cecil Alex- 
ander, tramp monologist, died in 
Philadelphia, Feb. 11. 


DEATHS ABROAD 


Paris, Feb. 5. 
French picture 


Jacques Robert, 
producer. 

Marie Hamann, 72, former French 
opera singer, died at Nice. 

M. Detroyat, 25, French comedian, 
died suddenly of embolism. 

Pompeo Molmenti, 77, 
writer, died at Venice. 

Mme. Verbitzkaia, Russian novel- 
ist, died at Leningrad. Deceased 
was famous 20 years ago. 

Mme. Norah Lyons Pome, former 

allet mistress, died in Paris. 

Mme. Pasdeloup, widow of the 
well-known French conductor, died 
in Paris, where she was living in 
modest circumstances. 

Mrs. Ellen Kirk Downs, art critic 
widow of P. Downs, vice-president 
of Great Northern Roilroad, died et 
the home of her daughter here. 

Alfred Guignard, 50, French jours 
nalist. 

Constantino 


Italian 


Palumbo, Ttalian 


composer, died 
ples), where he had retire@ 
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Never before has vaudeville ex- 
perienced such an acute shortage of 
comedy teams. Recent bills have 
been overloaded with ‘companies, 
as at the Palace last week, where 
five troupes and three singles were 
offered as representative vaudeville. 
The Majestic bill this week, billed 
asa “big laugh show,” has only one 
comedy team. Other acts on the 
program give generously, but the 
net result is dull monotony because 
of repetition. 

Without Blanche and Jimmy 
Creighton the bill would have been 
a fiop. This standard rural comedy 
team was in next-to-closing, and 
gave Sunday afternoon customers 
the first real laugh opportunity. 

Petty and Lester Reat and com- 
pany, musical novelty, opened. Les- 
ter plays the bottles, showing ener- 
getic talent in his forte, “Second 
Hungarian Rhapsody.” Petty han- 
dles xylophone and accordion mod- 
erately, and the supporting man and 
girl sing and dance. 


Madie and Ray, juvenile pair, 
dance and spin ropes for a pleasing 
little deucer. The kid is okay on 
his taps, and the girl demonstrates 
@ supple body in her solo. These 
kids are adaptable to _ picture 
houses. Stanley House and com- 
pany work a familiar book in which 
an actor is paid to love a ga! so her 
boy friend will be jealous. House 
delivers fair comedy in fly fashion. 
Three girls and another man in the 
eompany sing and dance. 


Luciana Lucca, substituting for 
the Four Bellhops Sunday, was on 
fourth in a mild way, singing songs 
fn various tongues and winding up 
with a combination of falsetto and 
alto. He didn’t get much out of 
the spot here. Another of the nu- 
merous sketches with song and 
dance interludes, titled “The Nine- 
teenth Hole,” is good entertainment 
for Association houses. There are 
three men and two girls, with the 
plot about a dame who married 
three guys and meets them all at 
the golf club. All of the men have 
the humor gift and the two girls fill 
in well. 

Smith-Colton company, closing, 
fs a diversified turn with enough 
suitable portions in the haphazard 
routine to carry it. For a finish, 
eight people come on with stilts 
and large heads to parade about 
the stage. Rest of the time is taken 
up by very weak comedy leading to 
the horse bit. 

“Love” (M-G), the feature, and a 


When in Chicago 
Visit These Hits 


A. H. WOODS’ i Mts, Wed. & Sat. 
DELPH 


POSITIVELY 4 WEEKS ONLY 
@ilbert Miller and A. H. Woods present 


EAGELS 


“Her Cardboard Lover” 


H SAM H. Matinees Wednes- 
ARRIS day and Saturday 
GILBERDT MILLER 
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BARRYMORE 


in ‘THE CONSTANT WIFE’ 


By W. SOMERSET MAUGHAM 


BLACKSTONE 
A. L. Erlanger & Harry J. Powers, Mgrs. 
Pop. Matinees Wednesday and Saturday 


GLENN HUNTER 


in “Behold This Dreamer” 


ERLANGER “MATS. WED. 


AND SAT. 
CHARLES DILLINGHAM Presents 


FRED STONE 


IN A NEW MUSICAL COMEDY 


“CRISS CROSS” 
with DOROTHY STONE 


break for the house. Business fair 


Sunday afternoon. 


Business this Sunday at the Pal- 
ace fair. House a little over three- 
quarters full, with Eugene O’Brien 
headlining. Spring weather lured 
‘em to the open spaces. Marrone 
and LaCosta & two very 
smooth little dance teams who wear 
costumes of various races and pe- 
riods, making numerous changes, 
open nicely. They carry with them 
a pianist who does a solo, and 
warbles to his own music. 

Boyle and Della, opening with a 
wop comic working from the audi- 
ence is too drawn out. The chatter 
in Italian finally over, the duo on 
the stage are joined by the trouble 
maker. Two of them play banjo 
and guitar, and all three sing in 
the closing, which just gets over. 
Hermanos Williams (3M), Argen- 
tine dancer, is a hit, and ably as- 
sisted. A fall, from an elevated 
drop to the arms of an associate, 
is a breath taker. 

Billy and Elsa Newell, in comedy 
songs and dances, are aided and 
abetted by effective costumery. 
Their “As Was” version of days 
gone by is a laugh, likewise their 
“As Is,” ultra modern comedy. 
One change, into Spanish cos- 
tumes, is followed with clean cut 
cavers and chatter. Eugene 
O’Brien’s playlet — “Restitution” — 
registered. Four men of varying 
ages, and a Hindu servant, as the 
supporting cast, acquitted them- 
selves creditably. 

Dave Apollon and company (9) 
have a flash act par excellence. 
Dave, a Russian dancer, is assisted 
by two attractive girls, who are 
adept steppers, and a sextet of Fili- 
pino musicians. Apollon, in his 
opening, plays a piano with one 
hand, and a mandolin with the 
other. Various bits of Terpsichore, 
all meritorious, are injected. A girl, 
in man’s clothes, does an interpreta- 
tive dance that is neat. The other 
girl, Lucretia Craig, deserves men- 
tion for her toe dancing. Apollon 
does not dance enough, and he can 
dance! His broken English is sure 
fire laugh material. Wilton and 
Weber, offering “Mr. America,” got 
their share of laughs, and La Belle 
Pola, dancing monkey, closed. 


Two bits top for a feature and 
five acts at the Academy. Most 
of the customers don’t know the 
difference, and the house is making 
money. On last week’s last half 
Paco and Florence company, Span- 
ish dance team with a four-piece 
string orchestra, headlined. Work- 
ing in “two,” the dancers appeared 
cramped and showed little grace or 
pep in three Spanish numbers. The 
mixed string quartet concocts 
pleasing music, and the act is well 
dressed. With more speed it would 
‘be okay for family audiences. 

Bob George, monologist with a 
plastic mug, went over well here in 
chatter and song. He finished with 
some face contortion and monkey 
imitations that went straight to the 
heart of Halsted and Madison na- 
tives. Two rather mature ladies 
and a young girl, working as the 
Baker Trio, offered a line of har- 
mony not so catchy. 

Ross and Ross, punching bag act, 
has intrinsic merit that will carry 
it in the family houses. The act 
handicaps itself for better bookings 
in being routined and delivered for 
a small time audience. The younger 
Ross is announced as a champion 
in his line, taking care of five bags 
while blindfolded. 

Sid Davis and company, three 
men and two girls, working a com- 
edy act with special scenery, are 
relying on recognized burlesque bits 
for their punches. Outside of this 
material had difficulty in getting 
laughs. They have a jailhouse drop, 
with the two comics coming in and 
getting jobs as guards. Besides 
working in the bits, both girls take 
solo dance spots for fair work. A 
straight who doubles in taps com- 
pletes the company. The act needs 
quite a few book changes to satis- 
fy in other than small houses. 

“Turkish Delight” (P. D. C.) fea- 
ture. Business normal. 


Last half entertainers at the 
American were anything but ex- 
hilarating. Margaret Taylor, gro- 
tesquely costumed, opens with song 
and dances that are hard to take, 
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and then goes into good work on a 
tight wire. Lord and Taylor have 
a weak offering, the man tries wise- 
cracking and trips into the audi- 
ence with gags, singing and whis- 
tling from the two of ’em. 

Jack Mundy and company, a city 
slicker, a rube and a pretty girl, 
resort to mediocre chatter, and then 
fall into one of those rehearsals of a 
play. The play stunt should be cut 
in half. The rube comic is reason- 
ably funny and the girl sings well 
enough. Fair small time material. 

Next up is Fid Gordon, comedy 
violinist, who plays weil at the 
start. Gordon has a man and wom- 
an planted in the audience, who ask 
him to play various songs, selection 
of funny titles being the idea. This 
fiddler has some personality, and if 


Crawford and his Louisiana syn- 
copators, 


Reports that operating leases of 
the Circle Theatre Company on In- 
diana, Circle, Uptown and Ohio the- 
atres have been sold to Publix were 
unconfirmed by local representa- 
tives. Robert Lieber, local firm vice- 
president, was in New York this 
week. 

Rumor that the four Indianapolis 
houses will be placed in separate 
companies and that Skouras Bros., 
St. Louis, will operate them, with 
Publix and Skouras holding 50 per 
cent of stocks Real estate proper- 
ties will remain in hands of the local 
company, it is said. 


Voluntary bankruptcy petition 
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he had the right kind of material 
could be developed. 

Jack McCluskey and company 
close the bill, and McCluskey is the 
entire show at this house. He is, 
perhaps, the cleverest ventriloquist 
making the rounds. Lips closed 
tightly, he puts a ventril dummy 
through its paces most creditably. 
Two girls, neat lookers, tap dance 
prettily. Then there’s a girl with a 
violin, in Spanish attire, whose 
work is of concert merit. A song 
and dance laddie does his stuff ef- 
fectively, as does the girl in the role 
of piano accompanist. Some of the 
material needs brushing un, a few 
new gags, and the ensemble is set. 
Business about half. Picture, “Wild 
Geese” (Tiffany). 


Ralph Grossberg, one of the 
treasurers at the Wood theatre, will 
take a three weeks’ vacation on the 
advice of his physician. Grossberg 
is going to Havana. 


The Arthur Gale Players, stock, 
open a road tour Feb. 16 at the 
Rialto, Elgin. 


Ferdinand B. Steindel (College 
Inn orchestra) has filed a petition 
in bankruptcy, listing $1,642 in 
liabilities and no assets. 


Mark Fisher is doubling from the 
Senate and Harding theatres to the 
Hollywood Barn cafe, 


Sam Morris, general sales man- 
ager, Warner brothers, was here 
last week for a conference with 
Earl Silverman, Chicago manager. 


Jack Sampson has joined the 
Chicago staff of Gotham pictures. 


“The Beggars Opera,” an English 
musical importation, plays the 
Eighth street theatre two weeks, 
opening Feb. 20. 


A. J. “Happy” Meininger, former 
business manager 101 Ranch, has 
been appointed Great States’ man- 
ager at Elgin, 1). Meininger was 
at one time with Lubliner & Trinz 
and the Ascher brothers here. 


Dave Flam has joined the Publix 
Chicago publicity staff, 


M. C. Kutken, former Pittsburgh 
agent, has joined the Carrell agency 
club department. 


Great States theatres have 
booked “The Silver Cord,” now at 
the Studebaker, for a tour of their 
houses, opening early in March. 
Arthur Gale stock players will also 
play Great States time, preceded 
and followed by feature pictures in 
all houses, 


“Simba,” African fongte picture 
made by Mr. and Mra. Martin 
Johnson, opens at the Woods thea- 
tre March 4, 


INDIANAPOLIS 


By EDWIN V. O’NEEL 
Circle—‘The Patent Leather Kid.” 
Apollo—“Old Ironsides.” 
Indiana—“The Gorilla.” 
Colonial—“By Whose Hand?” 
Ohio—‘“Metropolis.” 
English—“The Squall” (last half). 


Colonial changed to Saturday 
opening policy this week with Ham 


and schedule were filed in Terre 
Haute Feb. 8 by the Indian Theatre 
Company of Terre Haute. Liabili- 
ties were listed at $526,548 and as- 
sets $326,344. Everett A. Davisson 
was named referee in bankruptcy. 
Management of the house not af- 
fected. 


Twenty-five affidavits charging 
Sabbath violation in operating a 
picture show have been filed against 
Frank Parrish, of Milford. He has 
continuned to operate since Decem- 
ber, when he was acquitted on a 
similar charge. He was convicted 
in November. 


Theatre managers have no time to 
serve on a jury in Indiana even 
though a Gov-rnor’s case is at stake. 
Ace Berry, Circle Theatre Com- 
pany general manager, was called 
for jury service in the bribery tria’ 
of Governor Ed Jackson this week 
After sitting in the jury box severa’ 
hours it appeared as if Ace would 
be absent from his office severa! 
days. Finally, after conference of 
attorneys with the judge, Berry was 
released. 


NEW ORLEANS 


By O. M. SAMUEL 


Tulane—“The Barker.” 

St. Charles—“A la Creole” (Saen- 
ger Players). 

Saenger—“Gentlemen Prefer 
Blondés.” 

Loew’s State — “Sporting Goods”- 
vaude. 

Strand—‘Ramona.” 

Liberty—‘The Circus.” 


While the show was in progress 
at Loew’s State last week a pistol 
dropped from the pocket of a patron 
and one cartridge exploded. The 
packed house was kept quiet through 
the presence of mind of Seymour 
and Cunard, who proceeded with 
their act as if nothing had hap- 
pened, andg@he audience paid minor 
attention to the incident. 


A little praise from the boss helps 
at times. Tom James, manager 
Loew’s Atlanta, grabbed quite a bit 
of space with Jim Corbett as head- 


liner. Ed Schiller commended his 
good work in a letter. A copy of 
Schiller’s missive went to the other 
southern managers. The chap in 
Brmingham determined to top James 
and did. Then the fellow in Mem- 
phis went further than the guy in 
Birmingham. Finally Rodney Toups 
of Loew's State achieved the impos- 
sible with the former champion by 
getting more stuff across than the 
other three together. 


B.. B. B., who motored to New 
Orleans from Los Angeles to spend 
two weeks, has signed for another 
six months as m. of c. with Coffee 
Dan's in L. A. 


The St. Charles is currently pre- 
senting “A la Creole,” by Flo Field 
local authoress, who is also a prin- 
cipal in the cast. 


The Saenger was a year old last 
week and offered “The Circus” ag 
its main birthday attraction. It ig 
being sent over to the Liberty for an 
additional seven dayg. 


OKLAHOMA CITY 


By GEORGE NOBLE 
The District Court at Norman, 
Okla., gave decision that there could 
be no more moving picture shows in 
Norman, a University town, on Sun- 
days. Case appealed. 


The Orpheum Theatre, Oklahoma 
City, has closed contract with the 
Home State Company for 12 Gotham 
productions, 


M. C. Upchurch has purchased the 
Liberty Theatre at Lone Wolf, Okla, 


Harry W. Diehl, San Antonio news 
eameraman, was saved from death 
by being dragged while unconscious 
from being too near to a burning oil 
well near Corpus Christi which he 
was trying to photograph. 


R. & R. will begin Feb. 15 con- 
struction of a new $100,000 theatre at 
Big Springs, Texa.. 


W. H. Wooten has nurchased the 
Strand Theatre at Canyon, Texas, 
from Otto White. 


S. L. Costley, 66, first manager of 
a motion picture show in Austin, 
Texas, died at Austin, Texas. 


— — 


MORRISON 
HOTEL 


CHICAGO 


World's tallest, 1944 rooms and baths 


EUGENE COX 


SCENERY 


1734 Ogden Avenue 


CHICAGO 
Phone SEELEY 8801 


TOM POWELL 


ST. REGIS HOTEL > 


Single Room without Bath. .$7, $8, $9.00 


Single Room with Bath. ...$10.50, $12.00 
Twin Beds without Bath.......... $11.00 
Double Room without Bath. . .$10, $12.00 
Double Koom with Bath...... $12, $14.00 


Twin Beds with Bath........... .. $14 
Running water in all rooms 
Conveniently located to all theatres 
Within walknig distance of the loop 


516 N. Clark St., Phone—Superior 1322 


SCENERY 


DYE SCENERY, VELOUR CURTAINS 
R. WESTCOTT KING STUDIOS 
2215 W. Van Buren St., Chicago 


NOW OPEN 


RATES 


00 to $3.00 Single 
$3.00 to $4.00 Decne” 


Weekly—$12.50 to $17.00 
Single, Shower Bath 
$16.00 to $18.00, Tub Bath, 
Single 


Add $1.50 Weekly to Above 
Rates if Two in a Room 


A Few Suites 


HOTEL-CASS 


644 Cass St., Chicago, Ill. 


Six-minute Walk to Any Loop Theatre 
210 outside rooms with bath, luxuriously far- 
nished, music, lounge, card rooms, coffee shop 
and no extra charge for room service. 
opened late 1927. 
hotel on weekly accounts, 


H. G. PHILLIPS, Mgr. 


Hotel 
We pay taxi fare station to 


Superior 4039 


— 


RESERVATIONS ACCEPTED 


THE MOST BEAUTIFUL CAFE IN THE WORLD 
a8 Bast 22d Street (opposite “L” station), Chicago, I). 
The Rendezvous of the Theatrical Stars 
CIVIC AND POLITICAL CELEBRITIES 

RALPH GA 


Manager 


Phone CALUMET 3399 
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FRANCISCO 
t W. Welser, canvasman 
h Al G. Barnes circus, is taken 
of for this winter. When the 
es outfit went into winter 
quarters near Los Angeles last No- 
vember Welser hit the main high- 
way for the north, seeking adven- 
At San Bruno he encountered 
ships, including hunger, and 
deliberately kicked in a store door, 
fguring this crime would net him at 
least 90 days in the hoosegow. It 
happened to be the postoffice door 
he kicked in, and on Dec, 22 he was 
indicted by the federal grand jury 
here. Welser laid in jail until a 
few days ago, when he was ar- 
raigned before U. S. District Judge 
Frank H. Kerrigan. The judge had 
gomething of a heart. He sentenced 
Welser to serve 90 days, dating 
from the date of his arrest, by 
which time the circus would be once 
more getting ready to start out. 


wit 


Market street has a new “World’s 
Museum.” It opened a few days 
ago at 745 Market with a display of 
freaks that includes High Johnson 
(7 feet 10 inches high); Bom Bo, 
glass eater; Athelia, aborigine; 
“Bluey Bluey,” midget; Barney 
Nelson, armless wonder; “Zomo,” 
sword box illusion, and others. To 
date the play has been good at the 


gate. 


Louis R. Golden was appointed 
manager of the Warfield here to 
succeed Dick Spier, promoted by 
West Coast to be division manager 
at Portland. 


Visitors to KYA studios in the 
Warfield Theatre building got a 
laugh at the recent West Coast 
Theatres broadcast when the stu- 
dio attendant was kept busy lower- 
ing and raising the “mike” to catch 
the alternate announcements of 
Frank Whitbeck, who stands 6 ft. 
2 in., and the selections of Gino 
Severi, violinist and musical di- 
rector of the California theatre, who 
is abou 4 ft. 6 in. 


West Coast Theatres (Northern 
California Division) has changed 
the hour of its weekly broadcast 
over KYA, from 10.45 midnight on 
Tuesdays to Mondays and Wednes- 
days at 8.30 to 9 p.m. Disappoint- 
ment for listeners-in Wednesday 
night, when Kolb and Dil) (current- 
ly at the Granada) failed to !} cad- 
cast during the West Coast half- 
hour, though advertised. The two 
comedians refused to co-operate. 


Opening performance of “Sunny” 


45 Minutes from Broadway 


ATLANTIC 
BEACH 


That NEW and DESTINED to 

be FAMOUS OCEAN FRONT 

BEACH FOR HEALTH, HOME 
AND HAPPINESS 


Probably there are no others in 
any line of profession who appreciate 
the wonderful beneiits derived from 
the golden days spent at the shore. 

Of course, the investment advan- 
tage is known by almost everybody. 

You know what happened at At- 
lantic City and other beach resorts 
where fortunes have been made by 
a timely purchase of land. 

For further information, phone 
Chickering 5770—or mail this coupon. 


P. D. STEWART, 

5th Floor, 421 Seventh Ave., N. Y¥. C. 
Kindly send further information 

regarding ATLANTIC BEACH, L. L, 

without obligation on my part. 

Name 


ARGENTINE TANGO 


FRED J. LEQUORNE 
Nicer of Over 500 Dancing Teams 
1658 B’way—Room 603—Circle 7933 
5 LARGE REHEARSAL HALLS 


FOR MODERN 
SENSATIONAL 


STAGE 
DANCING 


Stretching and 
Limbering Exercises 


Now at 
132-136 W. 43d St. 
New York 


INERS 
MAKE UP 


Est. Henry C. Miner, Inc. 
1 


THE STANDARD ENGRAVING CO, Inc. 


S “West 39 St, NEW YORK. 


= 


at the Columbia marked by scenery 
falling down during action of play, 
due to stage hands not being famil- 
iar witb stuff. 


Henry Duffy is bringing Marion 
Lord from the east to play the lead 
role in “The Shannons of Broad- 
way” at his President here Feb. 26, 
following “The Night-Stick.” 


Charles Salishury, veteran road 
show manager, is here with “Sun- 
ny” at the Columbia, 


Police along the Mexican border 
have been instructed to watch for 
Martin Olsen, former house officer 
at Pantages, who decampel recently 
with $3,500 belonging to the theatre, 
which he secured from a vault in a 
local bank, after it had been banked 
there for the night. Word received 
here by Olsen’s mother-in-law was 
that the missing man and his wife 
were in Nogales, Ariz. 


Mickey Walker, middleweight 
champ, and Jack Wills will meet 
in a ten-round ring battle here 


Henri C. LaBel has come to Pan- 
tages as featured organist. He was 
formerly with Pan at Los Angeles. 


Local theatrical mob was in for 
another mopup during the recent 
upward flurry of Bank of Italy and 
Bancitaly stocks. The picture gang 
hereabouts is heavily “heeled” 
with the two issues. 


Ralph Allen, Los Angeles, has 
been named manager of the State 
(pictures-Vitaphone) at Fresno. 


Homer Curran erected a new Neon 
street sign in front of the Geary 
(formerly Lurie) legit house at 
Geary and Mason. The Geary is the 
only legit house in town with such 
a sign, and the only other theatre 
having one is the Embassy, Vita- 
phone and pictures, on Market 
street. 


Leah Winslow (legit) has replaced 
Mildred Von Holland in Henry 
Duffy’s production, “The Night 
Stick,” at the President. 


James Kendrick, announcer, Radio 
KFRC (Don Lee and the San Fran- 
cisco Call station) is substituting 
for “Mac,” children’s hour enter- 
tainer, during the latter's temporary 
absence. 


Three weeks was enough for St. 
Millard’s sex film and disease lec- 
ture at the Capitol. “Is Your Daugh- 
ter Safe?” failed to click and moved 
out to make way for another pic- 
ture. 


Joseph M. Schenck, vice-president 
of the Republican State organiza- 
tion of California, wired from Chi- 
cago as enrolling with the Herbert 
Hoover for president supporters in 
this section. 


Oakland engagement of the Chi- 
cago Grand Opera Co. for four days 
in March will mark first appearance 
here in several years of Mary Gar- 
den. She will be heard in “Resur- 
rection.” Claudia Muzio, Rosa Raisa, 
Charles Hackett, Giacomo Rimini 
and Richard Bonelli will also partic- 
ipate. 


Universal's Cameo, Market street 
15e. grind house, has temporarily 
added a tab musical comedy (black- 
face) to its current program. 


Chief of Police Dan O’Brien, 
father of George O’Brien (Fox), has 
been reappointed head of the blue- 
coats for another four years. The 
chief has held his office since 1921. 


Andre Ferrier revived “La Mas- 
cotte” at his Theatre Gaite-Fran- 
caise for a three weeks’ run. Thirty 
take part. 


ATLANTA 


By ERNIE ROGERS 

Erlanger — “Rose - Marie” 
week). 

Howard—"The Dove” and Publix 
unit. 

Capitol—“Sharp Shooters” 
Pantages acts. 

Georgia—‘‘Under the Tonto Rim” 
and vaude, 

Loew’s—“Latest from Paris” and 
Loew acts. 

Rialto—"What Price Glory.” 

The Metropolitan, one of town’s 
oldest first run _ picture houses, 
closed its doors Saturday night 
after a losing scrap of several years’ 
standing with chain theatres. 


(2d 


and 


The Met began to wobble worst 
last summer when a row with the 
musicians left the pit vacant for 
several weeks. Attendance fell off 
and after musicians came back the 
house couldn’t hit its stride again. 
A further effort to get customers 
was reduction of scale to 10-20-30 
basis, but that racket did little 
good. 

Sig Samuels, owner, has not indi- 
cated what will become of the 
house. 


Management of Bonita, tab house, 
offers $100 reward for info as to 
who exploded those “stink bombs.’ 


The “Constitution,” morning 
sheet, and Loew’s have hooked to- 


gether in presenting “Frolics,” ama- 
teur revue, next week. Victor Hyde 
trained the local prodigies. 


VARIETY 


—— 


VARIETY BUREAU 


WASHINGTON, D. C. 


616 The Argonne 
9629 Columbia Road, N. W. 
Telephone Columbia 4630 


By HARDIE MEAKIN 

Belasco (Schubert)—*Broadway” 
(2d week); next, “The Letter.” 

National (Rapley - Erlanger) — 
Dark. Feb. 21, Ziegfeld’s “Three 
Musketeers.” 

Poli’s (Shubert) — Washington 
National Grand Opera Co. 

Keith’s—K-A vaude. 

Gayety (Mutual)—“Big Musical 
Revue.” 

Pictures 

Columbia—"Last Command” (2d 
week); next, “The Circus.” 

Earle—“The Gorilla” and presen- 
tation. 

Fox—‘“Lady of Whims” and pres- 
entation. 

Little—“Blood and Sand.” 


Metropolitan—‘Helen of Troy” 
(run), 

Palace—“The Dove” and presen- 
tation. 


Rialto—“Hero for a Night.” 


With the picture houses now all 
given over to Saturday openings 
one of the first innovations by Nel- 
son Bell as picture editor of the 
“Post” was the establishment of a 
special page spread with layout, 
etc., on that morning. This breaks 
with the “bull dog’ on the streets 
Friday night at 9 o’clock and is car- 
ried in both editions. The usual 
Sunday picture section stands, but 
with different pictures in layout and 
new copy. 


Attempt to close cabarets and 
night clubs, as well as hotel dining 
rooms given over to dancing on 
Saturday at midnight hit another 
snag last week when the corpora- 
tion counsel hoping to make a test 
case out of the arrest of Maurice 
Kafka, of the Club Lido, got a set 
back when Kafka pleaded guilty and 
paid a $15 fine. 

Morris Simon, attorney for Meyer 
Davis, of Le Paradis, Club Chante- 
+eler, and many orchestras, during 
the latter’s fight to stop an in- 
junction forbidding him to serve 
ginger ale and cracked ice, also rep- 
resented the Lido. 


The Walter Kolk mentioned as 
about to marry Marion Harris, who 
denies it, is, in addition to being a 
banker’s son, the former drummer 
of Mever Davis’ Le Paradis band 
here. Kolk is announced as re- 
turning shortly. 


Representatives of the builders 
are now in New York to lease a new 
3,000-seat house intended for pic- 
tures to be erected as a part of the 
new development at 15th and H 
streets, where the old Shoreham 
hotel awaits wrecking. 

Sufficient surrounding ground has 
been acquired with plans held ready 
for those leasing it to approve. 


Picture and legit houses here will 
not be able to fire any form of fire- 
arms within their portals if new 


police regulations as drawn are 
finally adopted. 


BALTIMORE 


By BRAWBROOK 
Maryland—"“Our Betters.” 
Auditorium—“The Captive” (2d 
week). 


Garden—K-A vaude and picture. 

Hippodrome—K-A vaude and pic- 
ture. 

Vagabond—“The Field God.” 

Guild—‘Patience.” 


Ford’s— Fritz Leiber (Shake- 
spearean rep). 
When the Metropolitan Opera 


comes to this city for a four-per- 
formance engagement in April it 
will be sponsored by the newly in- 
corporated Opera Club. Dr. Hugh 
H. Young is president, with Ral 
Parr, Dr. A. R. L. Dohms and Cap- 
tain Isaac E. Emerson, vice-presi- 
dents. Frederick R. Huber, Palti- 
more representative for both the 
Met and Chicago Opera, is secre- 
tary-treasurer of the new organiza- 
tion. A $60,000 guarantee has been 
written. The Lyric wil! be scaled 
from $10, 


Leonard B. McLaughlin, manager 
of the Auditorium Theatre, reports 
a gross of about $20,000 for the 
Ames Gilbert and Sullivan week at 
that house. This was not as big as 
expected, as capacity was looked 
for. Draw of “The Captive’ around 


By VINCE McKNIGHT 


Apollo—‘‘The Bachelor Father.” 

Stanley—“Love and Learn,” 

Earle—“Arizona Wildcat’-vaude. 

Colonial—“‘Les Miserables.” 

Strand—"“The 13th Hour.” 

Capitol—“London After 
night.” 

City Square—“Great Mail Rob- 
bery.”’ 

Steel Pier—‘Icebound.” 


Mid - 


The Virginia theatre closed ves- 
terday (Tuesday) and remains dark 
for six or seven weeks for interior 
alterations, including the imstalla- 
tion of new seats, 


vide more winter amusements, are 
sponsoring a_ series of dramatic 
road shows in the Steel Pier Casino 
at $1 top. The first of these, “Gran- 
ite,” with a New York cast, met 
with fair success at its three per- 
formances last week. This week 
“Icebound” is given by the Plays 
‘and Players of Philadelphia. 


“The Firefly,” with amateur and 
professional talent, Was presented 
at the Globe theatre last week by 
the Morris Guards. 


BROOKLYN 


By JO ABRAMSON 
Werba’s Brooklyn—‘Diplomacy.” 
Majestic— “ay Paree.” 

Teller’s Shubert—"LBroadway.” 

Cort (Jamaica)—“Tommy.” 

Werba’s Rivera—“Queen High.” 

Strand—‘‘Her Wild Oat’ (film) 
and stage attraction. 

- Albee "Two 

Youths” and vaude. 

Loew’s Metropolitan — “Student 
Prince” and vaude. 

Momart—"The Last Laugh.” 

St. George Playhouse—‘Dr. Jekyll 
and Mr. Hyde.” 

Fulton (stock)—‘“The Love Child.” 


Flaming 


About the most important thing 
happening this week in the borough 
of Brooklyn is the presentation of 
Sardou’s “Diplomacy” at Werba's 
Brooklyn with an all-star cast. 


Hotel Shelburne, one of Coney 
Island’s oldest inns, will be offered 
at foreclosure sale Feb. 17. 


BUFFALO 


By SIDNEY BURTON 
Teck—"Broadway” (second week). 
Erlanger—"Lulu Belle.” 
Buffalo—“The Last Command.” 
Hipp—"“Chicago After Midnight.” 
Great Lakes—‘“Wife Savers.” 
Loew’s—'‘The Latest from Paris.” 
Lafayette—“The Fortune Hunter.” 
Gayety—‘“‘Step Lively Girls.” 
Court Street (stock)—‘The Fe- 

male Bandit.” 


Announcement was made _ this 
week that the Bagg Amusement 
Company will erect a community 
picture house at Main and Ferry 
streets at a cost of $500,000. 


Coming attractions include George 
White's “Scandals” at the Teck, 
Feb. 27, and “Wings” at the Er- 
langer, Feb, 19. 


The booking of ‘‘Wife Savers” at 
the Great Lakes this week marked 
the first Paramount picture at the 
house since its opening over a year 
ago. 

TORONTO 
By G. A. S. 

Royal Alexandra—Seymour Hicks, 
“Mr. What's His Name,,-“Sleeping 
Partners,” 

Princess—Dark. 


Victoria—“Take My Advice” 
(Glaser stock). 

Empire — “Disraeli” (Keppie 
stock). 

Tivoli—“The Circus” (indefinite). 


Regent—“Sadie Thompson” (2d 
week), 

Pantages—“Cohens and Kellys in 
Paris,” vaude, 

Loew’s—‘‘Baby Mine,” vaude, 

Uptown—"“The Gaucho,” stage 
show. 

Hip—“The Four Flusher,” vaude. 

Palace—“Love,” vaude. 

Runnymede — “Beau 
vaude. 

Massey Hall—Rachmaninoff. 

Eaton Hall—Mary Lewis. 

Capitol—“On Your Toes,” vaude. 

Gayety—"“Night Hawks” (Co- 
lumbia). 


Sabreur,” 


Hart House players, University 
of Toronto, are rehearsing three 
short plays by Canadian authors 
for production March 1. Carroll 
Aikins is directing. 


The Toronto Symphony Orches- 
tra, a comparatively new body 
without financial backing, renews 


weekly concerts this week. 


The little theatre movement, dor- 
mant here many months, has taken 
a shot in the arm and come to life. 
Four outfits have started to move. 
The resuit will be ponderous stuff. 
“Merchant of Venice,” “Romeo and 
Juliet,” “David Garrick” and “Doc- 
tor’s Dilemma.’ 


of prices on all 
here with no reduction in 
Satevepost, Liberty or Collier's. 


burned to the ground Sunday. It 
was empty at the time. Cost $30,- 
000 to build in 1904, Insured. 


Attempts of the Shuberts and the 
Erlanger home office to starve On- 
tario to death so far as road shows 
are concerned has brought real 
money to stock companies here. At 
present both Vaughan Glaser and 


The Hotelmen’s Association of | 
Atlantic City, in an effort to pro- 


George Keppie are making money 
in out of the way spots. Keppie is 


Impost of a duty on American | 
magazines has resulted in doubling | 
nickel periodicals | 
sale of | 


sold out for the second week ef 
“Disraeli.” Edmund <Atbey plays 
the Arliss part. Running about 


$19,000 in two weeks. 

Unless business shows a big im- 
provement it is likely the Gayety, 
last burlesque stand in this section, 
goes dark about Lent, 


Famous Players have added an- 


other to their chain of 110 houses 
in Canada in the Capitol, seating 
1,600, at Cornwall. Clarence 
Markell, former owner, Palace, is 
manager. The Palace has been 
closed. Cornwall is in Ontario at 


the Quebee boundary line. 


Leonard Bishop, former manager, 
Regent, Ottawa, has gone to the 
Holiywood, Detroit. 


Vaughan Glaser has arranged for 


stock staging here of “The Mas- 
querader,” “Lightnin’" and “Doro- 
thy Vernon of Haddon Hall.” 
After holding up picture 
several vears for no other reason 
than “German make,” Canadian 
eensors have passed “The Last 


Laugh.” So far none of the first- 


run houses have taken it up. 

Torento has been cut from the 
list of road shows for George 
Tyler's revival of “Diplomacy.” 
The Princess, Erlanger legit house, 
remains dark. 


NEWARK 


By C. R. AUSTIN 

Broad—Ames’ Gilbert and Sullivan 
Opera Ca. 

Shubert—“ Whispering Friends.” 

Proctor’s— Vaude-“Coney Island.” 

Loew’s State — Vaude-"“The Stu- 
dent Prince.” 

Newark—Vaude-“Shanghaied.” 


Branford — ‘French Dressing” - 
vaude, 

Mosque — “Girl from Chicago”’- 
vaude. 

Fox Terminal—‘Sunrise’’-Movie- 


tone (2d week). 
Rialto—“The Circus.” 
Capitol — “Quicksands” - “Honey- 
moon Hate.” : 
Goodwin—"“The Dove.” 
Empire—‘The Patsy” (stock). 
Lyric—"Red-Headed Blondes.” 
Orpheum — “Dixie Vagabonds”*. 
films. 


Equity stopped the Empire Play- 
ers from playing Sundays. While 
Newark is open Sundays for vaude- 
ville and pictures, the legit houses 
do not run. Accordingly the town 
is closed for legit, and stock follows, 
according to Equity. The Empire 
has agreed to close and run mati- 


nees Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 
and Saturday. The house is now 
using vaudeville Sundays, and 


opened Feb. 12 with 13 acts booked 
on percentage by Sam Bernstein. 
The Shubert hasn’t been doing so 
well with its 10-act bills Sundays, 
and the 13-acts bills at the Empire 
will cut in considerably. The Em- 
pire stock impressed, but business 
was not strong. 


A curious booking brings the Gil- 
bert & Sullivan Co. to the Broad, 
and Cohan’s farce, “Whispering 
Friends,” to the Shubert, which ig 
regularly used for musical comedy. 


NOW LOCATED AT THEIR 
NEW STORE 


115 WEST 45TH ST. 


NEW YORK 


Where a Larger and Finer Assortment of 


“Wines” horned into Ottawa, the 
Canadian capital, when Parliament 
opened and got $9,000 during the 
week, 

Eddie Laughton, the only film | 
house m, ec. having a real draw in | 
Canada, is back at the Capitol, | 
Hamilton, with biz good. 

The Pare Rovale, Hull picture 


house catering to the French, was } 


TRUNKS BAGS 


of every description are now avail- 
able. When you visit our new store 
ask to see “TAYIAR’S SPECIAL 
WARDROBE TRUNK, $50.00.” 


QUALITY—SERVICE 


Under Same Management Since 1859 
28 Bandaiph &., CHICAGO STORE 


Security Salesmen 


Full or Part Time Salesmen 
Wanted 


WRITE TO SM 
For Interview 
Suite 707, 42 Broadway, New York 


Jock Studios 


Specialists in Teaching 


TAP DANCING 


Special Morning Classes for Professionals 
110 West 47th St. Bryant 4450 
(Rehearsal Hall) 


SCENERY 


and DRAPERIES 


SCHELL SCENIC STUDIO, Colambus, @ 
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SYRACUSE, N. Y. 
By CHESTER B. BAHN 
Wieting — “The Vagabond King” 


(return) “Hit the Deck” (2d half). 
Beginning Sunday, “The King of 
Kings.” 


B. F. Keith's—Vaudeville-films. 

Tempie—Pop vaudeville-films. 

Loew's State— Opens Saturday 
with “West Point’-“Milady’s Fan,” 
Publix presentation. 

Crescent—Independent vaudeville- 
films. 

Savoy——Palace Burleskers (stock). 

Strand — ‘The Noose”-Vitaphone, 

Empire—“The Duchess of Buffa- 
lo"’-"S. S. Syncopation,” Don Alvin 
presentation. 

Eckel—Beginning Monday, “Serv- 
{ce for Ladies”; “Chicago” held over 
Saturday and Sunday. 

Rivoli—‘Foreign Devils.” 

Palace—‘“Ritzy.” 

Syracuse—“Two Arabian Knights”- 
“Man Crazy.” 

Regent—‘‘Woman on Trial’’-“One 
Round Hogan.” 

Narcard — “The Rejuvenation of 
Aunt Mary.” 


Dewitt Newing’s stock at the 
Temple starts March 6 with “The 
Barker.” E. F. Albee is reported to 
have personally handled the deal 
which turns the pop vaude-picture 
theatre over to the former partner 
of Frank Wilcox, with whom he op- 
erated the Wilcoxians at the Shu- 
bert’s Wieting here for four years. 
Last year Albee, in association with 
the Cahills, who own the house, had 
their own company in opposition to 
the Wilcox troupe, and are reported 
to have dropped about $40,000. 

Newing, with a lease extending to 
September, will follow a guest star 
policy—something new here. He 
will have Robert Warwick in “Omar 
the Tentmaker,” Frances Starr in 
“Marie Odille”’ and, perhaps, Nita 
Naldi in “A Fool There Was.” In 
picking “The Barker” for his opener, 
Newing pulled a nifty, inasmuch as 
there is unusual interest here in the 
piece. Kenyon Nicholson gathered 
much of his carnival data here- 
abouts and wrote the play in this 
city while posing as the “brother” 
of his wife, Lucile Nikolas, who was 
playing leads with the Wilcox stock 
at the time. 


a presentation policy, B. F. Keith's 
here will stick to straight vaudeville 
and pictures rather than resume a 
semi-presentation and band plan 
recently tried out with unusual suc- 
cess. After a conference in New 
York, John J. Burnes, manager, who 
was responsible for the plan, an- 
nounced it was definitely off. 

The passing of the Temple from 
the vaude-pictures ranks is another 
factor in the Keith decision, while 
still a third is the upward jump in 
the figure asked for the services of 
Jack Crawford and his recording 
band. Since Crawford appeared 
here his price has gone above the 
$3,000 mark, with Paramount re- 
ported offering him $3,500. At pres- 
ent Crawford is playing out con- 
tracts at Hot Springs. 


B. F. Keith's bill for the first half 
was down to five acts, with three 
of them revues and one of the latter 
a home-talent production. The 
turns were Mollie Williams’ Revue 
(Miss Williams was the third bur- 
lesque star in a row to headline at 
Keith‘s—Abe Reynolds and Billy 
Arlington preceding her; the Cali- 
fornia Nighthawks, seen here about 
a year ago as a presentation act at 
the Strand, and the Sonya Marens 
Revue, produced locally, and split- 
ting a week's “time” between here 
and Rochester. 


The Avon, Watertown, will add 
five acts to its picture for the last 
half of the week. John A. Thoma is 
manager. 


Mrs. Ada Shiman Kincaid, con- 
cert pianist and former wife of Gen. 
J. Leslie Kincaid, former adjutant- 
general of the 27th division and now 
of the United Hotels, was married 
here last week to Jay Lansing 
Crouse. 


Utica is slated for two new neigh- 
borhood houses. One, the Carlton, 
opens on the site of the old Savoy. 
A second is to be erected on the cor- 
ner of Albany street and Kossuth 
avenue. 


The Rome Players, Rome little 
theatre group, have leased the old 
home of the Rome Perfection Laun- 
dry and will adapt it to workshop 
purposes. The Players will do a 


With Loew’s new State -ffering 


group of three one-act plays—“The 


Bracelet,” “The Pot Boiler’ and 
“Spring’’—Feb. 21, while on April 9 
they produce “Seventh Heaven.” 


Six full-length productions, in- 
cluding a costume play and involv- 
ing the services of more than 500 
students, is the outline of the 1928- 
29 dramatic program at Syracuse 
University, announced by Prof. 
Sawyer Falk, director of dramatics. 


The Avon, Utica (Schine), broad- 
casts a midnight vaudeville program 
every Monday night from Station 
WIBX. The public is invited in to 
watch the broadcasting, and the 
stunt is resulting in S. R. O. 


PORTLAND, ORE. 


By SAMMY COHEN 
Oriental—‘The Forbidden Wom- 
an.” 

Broadway—“Wife Savers.” 
Liberty—“The Spotlight.” 
Rivoli—Helen of Troy” (2d week). 
Columbia—“The Cohens and 

Kellys in Paris” (2d week). 
Orpheum—“The Country Doctor”- 

vaude. 

Music Box—‘My Son” 

Duffy Players). 


Herschel Stuart, Pacific North- 
west manager West Coast houses, 
with Louis Cohen, of the real estate 
department for W. C., were both in 
the city, making an inspection of 
houses in this territory. They are 
making a survey of conditions in 
the local theatres and reporting 
same to William Fox, who now con- 
trols the chain, 


(Henry 


E. E. Marsh, three years manager 
W. C. houses in Astoria, Ore., has 
been shifted to the local suburban 
Hollywood as manager. Edgar Hart, 
former manager, Hollywood, be- 
comes Marsh’s successor. 


John Hamrick’'s local Blue Mouse 
reports a loss of several hundred 
dollars from its safe without a single 
clue as to who pulled the job. Local 
dicks swear it was the slickest job 
ever done here. 


Casper Fischer, general manager, 
Washington Theatre Enterprises, 
Inc., affiliated with Tiffany-Stahl in 


the erection of the Mayflower in 


Seattle, as well as a house in As- 
toria, Ore., will be in the city in the 
next few days. Fischer will be ac- 
companied by Gerald Field, Seattle 
architect; Creigh Nelson, stock- 
holder, and Ivan Hyland, president 
of the company. They are dickering 
for a large theatre site on which to 
erect a 3,000-seat local house. The 
Fischer interests, together with the 
Capitol Investment Co., will also 
erect a 1,000-seat house. 


Ollie Wallace has inaugurated a 
series of Sunday noon concerts at 
the Wurlitzer. Wallace is an or- 
ganist as well as a master of cere- 
monies. 


Buddy Stuart, brother of Herschel 
Stuart, is handling “Motherhood,” 
sex film. 


The West Coast Broadway now 
owns and operates their own radio 
station, known as KWJJ. The sta- 
tion is located in the Broadway the- 
atre, and presents as a regular fea- 
ture acts from Fanchon and Marco 
time, which happen to be playing 
the house. 


The deal for the acquisition of the 
Portland Hotel property by a group 
of local business people for the erec- 
tion of a large hotel and theatre 
project now looks cold. It was said 
J. A. Charlesworth, local realtor, 
who promoted the big Publix- 
Heathman Hotel proposition, was 
endeavoring to line up some theatre 
circuit to take a long-term lease on 
the proposed theatre, but not a taker 
could be found. 


Irvin Waterstreet, formerly with 
Publix in Canada, is city manager 
foe W. C. houses. He succeeds Sid- 
ney McDonald, called to Seattle by 
Herschel Stuart. Sam Maurice is 
now in charge of the Oregon terri- 
tory. 


Universal - Multnomah theatres 
are going in for stock plays for 
some of their suburban houses. A 
contract has been signed with the 
Guy Hickman’s Comedians for the 
appearance of this company at both 
the Egyptian and the Lincoln the- 
atres. 

A few changes in the local op- 
erating staff of West Coast Thea- 


tres has been announc@d by Her. 
schel Stuart, Pacific northwest 
chief for W. C. Sidney McDonala 
is shifted to Seattle, where he will 
act as Stuart’s assistant. Irving 
Waterstreet is McDonald's succes- 
sor here. Sam Maurice is tempo- 
rarily in charge of the Oregon West 
Coast houses, with headquarters in 
the Liberty theatre. 


Tiffany-Stahl is becoming a pro- 
ducer-exhibitor in this territory. 
Aside from having an interest in 
new houses in Seattle and Astoria, 
Ore., D. C. Millward, northwest 
manager for Tiffany, has taken a 
20-year lease on a 1,000-seat the. 
tre starting in March, 


Eddie Hitchcock, in Lose Angeles 
to conduct the publicity campaien 
at Loew’s State for Eddie Peabody, 
has been transferred here, where 
he will handle exploitation for the 
opening of the new Paramount. 


DENVER. 


Aladdin—“The Jazz Singer.” 
America—“A Man's Past.” 
Broadway-—Walker Whivceside. 
Colorado—“‘Chicago.” 
Denham — “Take My Advice,” 
(stock). 
Denver-—“The Dove.” 
Empress—“School Days” (musical 
comedy stock) and “Pleasure Re- 
fore Business” (picture). 
Orpheum—Vaude. 
Rialto—“The Big Parade.” 
Victory—“Chicago After 
night.” (First half). 


Mid- 


Harold Lyle Blakely, singer in a 
downtown cabaret, has been di- 
vorced by Pauline Ward Blakely, 
University of Colorado, co-ed, who 
charged cruelty. 


The district attorney has filed a 
petition asking for a permanent in- 
junction to restrain the operation 
of Rainbow Inn, a roadhouse on the 
Denver-Boulder road. 


The movie owners of Florence, 
Colo., headed by H. Kincaid, and 
the preachers are going to fight it 
out—if it takes all summer—on the 
question of repealing a present ordi- 
nance which forbids the showing of 
pictures on Sunday. 


ACCESSORIES 
The LITTLEJOHNS Rhinestones 


Anything in Rhinestones 


Also PERFECT Machine for Setting 
254 West 46th St. Chickering T7125 


FABRICS 
DAZIAN’S. INC. 


THEATRICAL GOODS 
Bryant 1062-3937-6177 
142-144 West Forty-Fourth Street 


BEAUTY CULTURE 
PEEP ETS 
REDUCE SCIENTIFICALLY 
100K young, FEEL young, BE young 
Results Assured—Rates Reasonable 
SALLY WOLFE INSTITUTE 
585 West End Ave., New York 
Schuyler 8801 Cor. 88th St. 


Results 
REDUCE Guaranteed 
No “ern diet—No difficult exercises 
Phila 
Jack BRIEN 
Beekman 9125 


Room 210, 154 Nassau 
Uptown, 1658 B’way at 5ist Circle 0465 


CLEANERS 
MISCH 


Theatrical Cleaner and Dyer 
Work Done Overnight 
Goods Caitled for and Delivered 
225 W. 47th St. Lackawanna 


COSTUMES 
EAVES COSTUME C0. 


Costumes of Every Description 
For Every Occasion 
110 West Forty-Sixth Street 


DRAPERIES 
I. WEISS & SONS 


Ourtains — Draperies — Furnitare 
—for— 
ANY REQUIREMENT 
508 W. 43rd St. Lack 1629-30 
NOVELTY SCENIC STUDIOS 
Draperies, Scenery, Stage Settings 
340 West 4ist St. Lack. 9233 


TRIMMINGS 
Consolidated Trimming Co., Inc. 


Manufacturers and Designers . 
Upholstery & Drapery Trimmings 


27-33 West St. 


JOHN WENGER 


Art Director and Designer of N. Y¥. 
Productions and 
MOTION PICTURE . PRESENTATIONS 
939 8th Ave. Columbus 4569 


CARMINE VITOLO 


Art Director 
PUBLIX THEATRE STUDIOS 


WATSON BARRATT 
ART DIRECTOR AND DESIGNER 
of 
SHUBERT PRODUCTIONS 


MAHARAM TEXTILE C0O., Inc. 
Unusual 
SCENERY AND COSTUME FABRICS 
from our own mills. Bryant 2511 


107 W. 48th 8t. Opp. Friars’ Club 
MENDELSOHN’S TEXTILE CORP. 


THEATRICAL FABRICS 
Silks—Tinsels—Piushes 
156 W. 45th St. Bry. 7372-5234 


FLORISTS 


Say twit flowery 
The Appropriate Gift 


A. WARENDORFF, INC 
Hotel Astor Lack. 6568 


FURS 
BLUMENFIELD’S 
Fur Coats cleaned, glazed and relined, $20 
Storage and Remodeling 
Catering to the Profession 


204 State-Lake Bldg., Chicago 
Phone Dearborn 1253 


GOWNS RENTED 


GOWNS and WRAPS cf EVERY DESCRIPTION 
Rented For Ali Occasions 
Widest Selection, Exclusive Designs and 
VERY MODERATE RATES — You Will Find 
It Interesting and Economical to Call at 


MME. NAFTAL 


1543-4 BRYANT 
E. HEMMENDINGER, INC. 
JEWELERS 
33 West 46th Street 


LOANS 


On Diamonds, Jewelry. Furs, 
Musical Ipstruments 
and All Kinds of Personal 
PAUL KASKEL & SONS 
9 Columbus Av., bet. 59th and 60th Ste. 
Columbus 1442, 14438, 1481 


Clothing, 


ROPERTIES 
Theatrical Properties Studio 
Property Boxes Travelers Mechanical Props 


Dancing Mats 
Productions Furnished Ccomplote—We Also Rent 


502 West 44th Street Penn, 7377 


LIGHTS 


Display Stage 
Lighting Co. 


“A LIGHT FOR 

EVERY PURPOSE” 
dy li \ 334-340 W. 44th St. 

Edwards Electrical Constru’n Co. 


Specialists in 
Theatre Lighting & Electrical Equipm’t 
The largest, most capable and best 
equipped organization for this class 
of work 
Grand Central Terminal, New York 


E-J Electric Installation Co. 


Electrical Construction in Theatres, 
Motion Picture Studios and Laboratories 
References: 
Paramount-Famous Players, Wm. Fox 
Theatres, Loew’s Inc., and B. S. Moss 
Theatres 


155 East 4ith St. Murray Hill 6979 


DUWICO 
“EVERYTHING ELECTRICAL 
FOR THE THEATRE” 

308 West dist St. Penn. 2459-1500 


CHARLES I. NEWTON 


Moving clouds, water ripples, ocean waves, fall- 
ing snow. rain, fire, lightning, butterflies, birds 
Stereopticons, Sciopticons, Spotlights 
244 West 14th Street, New York 

Tel. Chelsea All Hours 


STAGE HARDWARE 
J. R. CLANCY, Inc. 
STAGE HARDWARE 
SYRACUSE, N. Y. 


STAGE RIGGING 


PETER CLARK, INC. 
534 West 30th Street 
STAGE EQUIPMENT 


Orchestra, Organ Console and Stage 
Elevators 


THEA TRE EQUIPMENT 


Carrier Engineering Corporation 
Manufactured Weather 
Air Conditioning Refrigeration 
Automatically Controlled 
39 Cortlandt St. Rector 3941 


Wittenmeier Machinery Co. 
Manufacturers of 
REFRIGERATING APPARATUS 
Air Conditioning Apparatu 
850-8609 N. Spaulding Ave., Chicage. 
30 Church St., New York 


— 


CHARLES J. WEINSTEIN CO. 
Importers and Makers of 
Crystal Chandeliers 
Specializing itn 


Theatre Lighting 


2 West St 


THEATRE EQUIPMENT 


SIMPLEX and POWER’S 
PROJECTORS 


INTERNATIONAL PROJECTOR CORP. 
90 Gold Street NEW YORK 


HEYW00D-WAKEFIELD 
THEATRE SEATING 


New York, Chicago, Boston 
and Other Principal Cities 


MUSIC AND MATERIAL 


music Vaudeville 
IN ALL ITS BRANCHES 4) 


Productions 


WEE AMPES Moving 
1595 Bway KEW YORK Pictures 


Allegro Music Printing Co., Inc. 


Specialists im Every Branch 
of Music Printing 


815-317 W. 47th St. Longacre 5461 


MANUSCRIPTS 


SAMUEL FRENCH 


Incorporated 1898 
Oldest Pliay-Publishers in the World 
T. R. Edwards, Managing Director 


25 West 45th St.. NEW YORK, N. Y. 


SCENIC CONSTRUCTION 


FRANK DWYER, Inc. 


BUILDERS OF SCENERY 


542 West 55th St. Columbus 2050 


SCENERY 
YELLENTI 


Stage Settings Designed and Executed 
From the Script to the Curtain 
NEW ADDRESS 
$48 West 40th St. 


PENN 17826 


DE FLESH FLETCHER 
DESIGNER PAINTER 
Scenery — Stage Settings — Drapes 
Also Renta!s 
701 Ith Ave. 


(47th 8t.) Bryant 1385 


LEE LASH STUDIOS 
Harry J. Kuckuck, Gen'l. Mgr. 


DRAPERIES SCENERY 
Stage Equipment of All Kinds 


Bryant 1036 1818-1838 Amsterdam Ave. Brad. 400% Dining, Dancing—No Cover Charge 


SCENERY 


—FOR RENT—— 
Scenery, Stage Settings, Decoration 


PREMIER SCENERY STUDIOS 


340 West 4ist St. Lack. 9233 — 
SCHOOLS 
De REVUELT Dance Studios 


Professionals taught for Hotels and Clubs 
Acrobatic, Adagio, Limbering, Stretching, Tango, 
Waltz, French Apache, Spanish Castanetos 
Routines and Bookings 
11 West 86th St. Schuyler 9631 


American Academy of Dramatic Arts 


The leading institution for Dramatic and 
Expressional Training in America 


Winter Term begins Jan. 16 


Free catalog describes all courses 
Secretary, 195 Carnegie Hall, New York 


John Murray Anderson, Robert Milton 


School of the Theatre and Dance 
A Professional School for Professionals 
Diction, Acting, Dancing of All Types 
Routines Arranged Acts Staged 
128-130 East 58th St. Plaza 4524 


JACK BLUE 


Supreme Authority on all Charactet 
Song and Dance Impersonations 
Routines Arranged—Professionals Preferred 
All kinds of Tap and Fancy Dancing 
231 West 5ist Street. Columbus 5918 


SUPPLIES 


Rhinestones for Costumes 


Also machines for setting the stones 
Jewels—Beads—Spangles 
NELSON IMPORT CO. 

44 West 37th St. Wisconsin 1954 


J. J. WYLE & BROS., INC. 


A full line of Gold and Silver Brocades 
Metal Cloths, Gold and Silver Trim- 
mings, Khinestones, Spangles. Tights 
Opera Hose, etc., for stage costumes 

18-20 East 27th St., New York City 


THEATRICAL TRUNKS 


-TAYLOR’S Theatrical TRUNKS 
The standard trunk of the profession 
Fall line of leather goods 


TAYLOR'S 
115 West 45th St. 


RESTAURANT. 


CHINLEEM CHING! 


49th St.—Broadway—1iith St. 
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SS 


ARTHUR UNGAR in 
Loew’s State Bldg., Suite 
707 So. Broadway, Trinity 


VARIETY’S LOS ANGELES CFFICE 


Charge 
1221-22 
3711-3712 


LOS ANGELES 


Professionals have the free use of Variety's 
Los Angeles 
may be addressed care Variety. Loew's State 
Bidg., Suite 1221-22, Los Angeles. 
held subject to cal! or forwarded, or adver- 
tised in Variety's Letter List. 


Office for information. Mail 


it will be 


Sunday night the Orpheum had 
a waiting line in front of the box 
office. Something rare for the 
Orph. But it had Fannie Brice 
headlining for the second week and 
that was why. The rest of the bill 
didn’t seem to matter and with the 
exception of one or two. The 
bookers apparently eased up on ex- 
pense after sending Fannie off to a 
flying start with a great supporting 
bill for her initial week. The first 
section of this show was saved by 
the Three Sailors, knockout acro- 
batic comedy act, who started a 
riot of laughs. Bert Mason, Bob 
Robson and Harry Blue are the 
trio. For the type of stuff these 
lads do they can hold their heads 
up high. The act started in pic- 
ture houses in the east several 
years ago, but were grabbed by 
K-A‘and Orpheum soon after, 

Lester Crawford and Helen Brod- 
erick had it a little tough to fol- 
low. This comedy chatter duo are 
troupers of the old school and 
managed to get the most out of 
their material. Miss Broderick's 
droll straight was responsible for 
what laughs there were. Repartee 
is swift and clicks. 

Helen MackKellar in Elliott Les- 
ter’s condensed version of “The 
Mud Turtle,’ No. 5 and preceding 
intermish. The playlet failed to hit 
here, though Miss MacKellar was 
her usual self as the waitress who 
marries the country simp and finds 
it hard to break in the family 
circle. Of the cast of five but two 
were outstanding. George Mac- 
Quarrie, as the hard hearted blus- 
tering father, and Peggy Warner, 
as the rube kid sister. 

Leo Carrillo opened the second 
half ahead of Miss Brice. Carrillo 
is known on the coast and likewise 
his stories. They went strong for 
him. Carrillo began with some fast 
and witty talk that had his audi- 
ence hopping mentally to catch up 
with him. His wop dialect was 
standard and for a kickoff he pulled 
a Chink gag, using a real Mon- 
golian out in front for a laugh. 
Pulled back for an encore he re- 
cited a sob ballad by Eddie Guest. 

No matter how many _ times 
Fannie Brice may appear in this 
town she’s a natural to wow every 
time. A number of picture people 
whose faces are not so familiar 
around the Orpheum put in an ap- 
pearance this time and they, as 
well as the lays, walked out con- 
vinced that Fannie can still extract 
a smile and a sob at will. Fannie’s 
routine was practically the same as 
the week before, and always good 
for many more to come. “Mrs. 
Cohen at the Beach” tickled the 
folks most and probably Fannie, 
too. She had to beg off ofter three 
encores and gave them “My Man” 
for a finale. 

They started to walk out but 
changed their minds when the 
Arnaut Brothers came on to close 
the show. The boys held everyone 
tight to the finish. Their bird imi- 
tation stands alone and sure fire 
anywhere, anytime. 

Cortello’s Circus revue, otherwise 


a mediocre dog turn, opened. Cor- 
tello does some preliminary 
tumbling and balancing but the 


pups are what count. The “deuce” 
was filled by Harrison and Dakin, 
mixed comedy team, with about 
everything by way of hokum. 

Not a flash act on the bill. 


Once in a while a weak vaudeville 


bill may crop out anywhere. This 
happened at Pantages. Pan’s fans 
have been’ getting more. than 


money’s worth. There were six 
acts on the bill, but actually it was 
one: Winona Winter (New Acts), 
headliner. Madge Bellamy in “Silk 
Legs” (Fox) was the screen at- 
traction. Monday afternoon, first 
show, business was not average. 
The two-bit entrance fee from 12 
to 1 is back in vogue again. The 


MOST ORIGINAL 


COFFEE SHOP 
in the Golden West 
Carl—MULLER’S—Lill 
“TWO OLD TIMERS” 
Direct from Train or Theatre 
You Are Welcome 


724 So. Hill St., Los Angeles 


Guerrini & Co. 


The Leading and 
Largest 
ACCORDION 
FACTORY 
in the United States 


The only Factory 
that makes any set 


oat a f Reeds — made by 
hand. 


A 
San Francisco, Cal. 


ante at this time was raised for a 
while during a period of “name” 
attractions. 

Miss Winter stuck out in this 
show like a lighthouse. Her new 
routine of character songs caught 
the fancy of the matinee mob, and 
they expressed their favor out loud. 
She could have done more than her 
alloted period of time, but preferred 
to bow off after one encore, 

Ahead and back it was a tossup. 
Openers were Amazon and Nile, 
man and woman_ contortionists 
working on dim stage in a woodland 
setting. For a curtain-raiser both 
are in crocodile outfits maneuvering 
around and lending a realistic touch 
to things. Regulation routine fol- 
lows, neatly executed, but slow in 
tempo. Hanson Sisters, three, gave 
a harp recital in No. 2, okay from 
musical standpoint, but again re- 
tarding things. The girls look good 
and are capable at the instruments. 
Classics are their best. 

Rubin of Rubin, Larry and Andre 
saved the next position from a flop. 
First named is clever, working in 
blackface, with a uke while spilling 
a line of chatter. Larry is an in- 
different hoofer and Miss Andre 
likewise. Rubin stopped the show 
with some clog steps near the finish 
and was brought back for more. 
“Revelations” was a flash girl danc- 
ing act presented by Kaihryn Lam- 
bert. Milton Bronson, Russian 
prancer of ability, is featured, with 
the gals also singing. Full stage 
layout attractive, but the 
femmes failed to reveal anything. 
Mediocre specialties and too much 
of the same thing. Bronson does 
everything to speed inatters up, but 
is not enough. Routines should be 
revamped. On the closing end were 
Olympia and Jules with an assort- 
ment of tricks, including Russian 
and South American greyhounds, 
and featuring “Jiggs,” a minute 
pup. 


Windsor Square theatre, where 
the Louis O. Macloons' presented 
“The Desert Song” and played to 
bad business, forcing the producers 
to move ihto a downtown house, is 
being investigated by City Prose- 
cutor Lickley as to possibilities of 
zoning violations. Residents of the 
exclusive Windsor Square district 
filed a petition to revoke the permit 
of the theatre, which belongs to the 
Kbell Club, complaining of noise, 
which blocked traffic and created a 
general nuisance. Officials of the 
Ebell Club, pretentious structure 
costing around $1,000,000, said it 
was understood with the City Plan- 
ning Commission at the time the 
theatre permit was issued as to the 
purpose of the enterprise. The 
Macloons leased the house for a pe- 
riod of three months, but only re- 
mained for a couple of weeks, leav- 
ing some $2,500 in unpaid rent for 
which the Ebell Club is now suing. 
The Planning Commission will hold 
a hearing on the controversy Feb. 
16. 


“Interference” opens at the Holly- 
wood Playhouse Feb. 26 with Isa- 
belle Withers, Montague Shaw, 
Doris Lloyd and George Barraud, 
Douglas Gilmore, Flora Bramley, 
Valentine Sydney, Douglas Law- 
rence, Ed Cassidy, V. Talbot Hen- 
derson, Gloria Gordon, Leslie 
Pearce, directing. 


Frank Ward, location manager, 
First National studios, has been 
elected president of the Location 
Managers’ Association. 


The Writers present four plays 
Feb. 15-16 for this month’s series. 
“The Artist,” by <A. A. Milne; 
“Waterloo,” by Arthur Conan 
Doyle; “The Flattering Word,” by 
George Kelly; and “Miss Baxter,” 
by Maude Fulton and Titus Parker. 
The casts include Eleanor Board- 
man, Edward Everett Horton, Miss 
Fulton, Marjorie Bennett, Robert 
Elliott, Frank Reicher, De Witt 
Jennings, Lionel Belmore, Hal 
Crane, Richard Tucker, Helene Sul- 
livan, Dorothy Wolbert, Marjorie 
Montgomery, Will Walling, and 
Dennis d’Auburn. James Durkin, 
director. 


James McKowan, manager of the 
Hill Street for the past three years, 
has been sent to the Orpheum, Van- 
couver, to replace W. A. Barnes, 
who is suffering from a nervous 
breakdown. Ray Jones, assistant 
Rouse manager and press agent, will 
be in charge of the Hill Street. 


Eve Balfour, English picture ae- 
tress, is visiting out here and look- 
ing over the studios. 


Two special matinees of the 


FANCHON and MARCO COSTUME CO. 


Designers and Creators of Special Show Girl and Chorus Costumes 
for many of the motion picture producers and all Fanchon and 


Marco West Coast presentations. 


These costumes for rent to respon- 


sible musical stock and tab show companies at reasonable prices. 


FANCHON and MARCO COSTUME CO. 


843 So. Olive Street 


LOS ANGELES, CALIF. 


“Idiot” at the Belmont have proved 
successful and will be followed up 
by a series of art theatre plays. 
Reginald Pole, who is directing the 
shows which L, E. Behymer is pre- 
senting, is preparing “The Great 
Adventure,” 


30b Lynch, who owns the M-G 
exchange in Philadelphia, arrived 
this week via the Panama Canal. 
He contemplates spending a month 
nere, 


Hollywood Repertoire Players will 
again put on Andreyev's ‘The Waltz 
of the Dogs” at the Hollywood Play- 
house, Feb. 19. Play is directed and 
Staged by Paul Spier, also in the 
cast. 


Jack Laughlin was presented with: 
a gold chain bracelet by Bavarian 
members of his prologue to “Four 
Sons” at the Carthay Circle. The 
token is said to have come from the 
ay family of the former King of 
javaria, 


Hnutington Beach High Schoo) 
produced “Pinafore” with a student 
cast in the school auditorium. 


Ocean Park Business Men’s Asso- 
ciation again sponsor a marathon 
dance contest April 19. The event 
starts in a Los Angeles ballroom and 
winds up in Ocean rk. Last year’s 
affair was stopped by police when 
dropped from exhaus- 
tion. 


Vernon Country Club has _ re- 
opened under new management of 
Bill Paine. fhe floor show has Mel 
and George, Val Roberts, Jeanne 
Chambers, and Dave Snell's orches- 
tra. 


DALLAS 


BY RUDOLPH DONAT 

Palace (Publix): “Helen of 
Troy’; stage, Art Landry with 
“Shadowland.” 

Majestic (Interstate): “Let ’Er 
Go Gallagher”; stage, Ned Way- 
burn’s “Buds of 1928.” 

Melba (Publix): “The Gaucho.” 

Old Mill (Saenger): ‘French 
Dressing.” 

.Capitol: “The Cohens and Kellys 
in Paris.” 

Arcadia (Dent): Vita. 


Pantages (tab): Buddy Morgan 
Revue. 


La Boheme, Dallas’ first and only 
night club, is going good with a $1 
coverage. 


Walter Holbrook, former tele- 
graph editor for the Dallas “Dis- 
patch,” is now dramatic critic, 
succeeding Al Bedoe, 


Josephine Oliver, violinist, who 
was “Miss Dallas” in Publix’s op- 
portunity unit, “America,” last 
summer, departed for Paris in 
preparation for a professional ca- 
reer. 


Bert Lytell, appearing in person 
at the Majestic, was a topnotch 
drawing card for what would have 
been a mediocre bill last week. He 
announced he will produce two films 
for Columbia this summer. 


SEATTLE 


DAVE TREPP 
President—“Tommy.” 
Orpheum — “Night 

vaude. 
Pantages—"Gateway 
and vaude. 
Fifth Avenue—“Baby Mine.” 
United Artists—‘“Student Prince.” 
Blue Mouse—“Girl from Chicago”’ 
and Vita. 
Columbia—“Surrender.” 


Flyer” and 


ef Moon” 


George Lipschultz was here the 
past week, on Pan, and incidently 
talked to Mayflower management 
relative to opening of the house 
now building. Casper Fischer, man- 
ager, reports progress satisfac- 
tory, with opening date about 
May 1. The new house will be the 
ace house of the string. Roy Brown 
is in the home office. Roy Watkins 
has the music contract, which will 
include handling the 60-piece or- 
chestra, while Lipschultz will be 
conductor, 


Third Avenue theatre is the new 
name of the ex-President (before 
that, Heilig), at Third and Madison. 
Pop stock with 30-cent top is on. 
Opened Feb. 14 to fair trade. F. 
M. Crabill is manager. 


Two of the leading players in the 
country in ddamatic stock, Howard 
Miller and Leona Powers, were 
married in Boston on- Nov. 6, 


versity students. 


The vote on the quizzing of pa- 


the 
news is just now leaking out. Both | 
jare starring with the Henry Duff) 


'Players at the President. 

Monaca cafe and eabaret has. 
opened in basement of Eagles | 
building, being conducted by Uni- 


trons as to why they came to the 
by | 


President theatre, conducted 
Manager Bill McCurdy, resulted as 
follows: Because of Duffy policy, 
334; clean and funny plays, 275; 
upon advice of friends, 79; because 
of New York runs, 12; newspaper 
advertising, 49; newspaper critique, 
20; show window cards, 4; sensible 


prices, 237, and radio  advertis- 
ing, 22. 
Mr. and Mrs. Henry Duffy were 


in Seattle a few days the past week, 
to see the premiere of “The Show- 
down” at the President. Olga 
Printzlau'’s play proved excellent, 
and appealed to men and women 
alike. 


the 
ago. 


Patrons liked “Rain” at 
President, a couple of weeks 
Manager McCurdy plans repeat. 


MINNEAPOLIS 


Metropolitan— Dark. 

Shubert—‘Mister Antonio” (Bain- 
bridge @ramatic stock). 

Hennepin-Orpheum — Vaudeville 


(Olsen & Johnson) and “On to 
Reno.” 
Pantages—Vaudeville and “The 


Daredevil’s Reward." 
Palace—"‘The Show-Off” (McCall- 
Bridge musical comedy tab). 
Seventh Street — Vaudeville and 
“The Black Jack.” 
Gayety—"Girls of the U. S. A.” 
(Mutual wheel burlesque). 
State—“The Jazz Singer.” 
Garrick—“Wild Geese.” 
Strand—“The Last Command.” 
Lyric—“Figures Don't Lie.” 
Grand—“Get Your Man” (2d loop 
showing. 


Harry Sherman, director of spe- 
cial relations for Publix, was in Min- 
neapolis to confer with local mu- 
sician union officials relative to the 
orchestra for the new $2,000,000 
Minnesota theatre to be opened late 
in March, 


The Metropolitan (legitimate road 
attractions) has a “dark” period of 
more than a month ahead. The only 
future booking announcement is 
the all-star revival of “Diplomacy” 
late in March. It has been a slim 
year for this house as a result of 
the local stage hands’ strike and 
the shortage of touring attractions. 


ROCHESTER, N. Y. 


By H. D. SANDERSON 
Lyceum—“Wings” (2d week). 
Eastman—"Serenade.” 
Rochester—“‘The Gaucho,” 

vaude, 
Regent—"Wife Savers.” 
Piccadilly—“A Texas Steer.” 
Fay’s—“Judgment of the Hilis,” 
vaude, 
Temple—K.-A,. vaude. 
Gayety—Burlesque (Mutual). 


Pan 


Interest in “eugenic babies” here 
is fanned by the forthcoming de- 
bate March 2 at the Baptist Temple 
between Judge Ben. B. Lindsey and 
Rev. Clinton Wunder on “The 
Companionate Marriage.” In his 
last debate with Clarence Darrow 
on “Has Life a Purpose?” the 
dominie and former film censor 
came off second best. 

The first Sunday movie show in 
Canandaigua will be shown at the 
Playhouse Feb. 19. It looks like 
the preachers have lost their fight. 
The Common Council last week au- 
thorized Sunday films in accord- 
ance with the recent referendum. 


Guy Fraser Harrison, conductor, 
Eastman theatre orchestra, recent- 
ly admitted to American citizen- 
ship, celebrated the event at the 
“pop” concert Sunday with an all- 
American program. 


Rochester Exposition cleared 
$6,593.70 last year, according to the 
report of Secretary Edgar F. Ed- 
wards. Bands cost $3,576.97; 
vaudeville, $5,784.20; special attrac- 
tions, $1,863.67. New officers: Hon- 
orary president, Mayor Joseph C. 
Wilson; president, Elmer E. Fair- 
child; secretary-manager, Edgar IF 
Edwards. 

Schine Theatrical Enter- 
prises have served notice on tenants 
of the Smith Opera House block, 
Geneva, to vacate so the theatre 


The 


ean be remodeled and reopened 
next fall with 2.500 seating ca- 
pacity. The old gallery will be re- 


moved. Mutual burlesque Monday 
afternoons has been the only at- 
traction of late. 


Broadeasting of grand opera and 
concerts helps attendance at thea- 
tres, according to General Managor 
Eric Clarke (iastman), 


Nikitas D. Dipson (Batavia), 
president of the Genesee Theatrical 
Ienterprises, has contracted for 
Vitaphone in the new Family thea- 
tre, Batavia. The company also 
has Vita equipment at its theatres 
in Jamestown and Hornell and will 
install it in the Greenberg, Pa., 
house, 


‘MILWAUKEE 


By HERB M. ISRAEL 
Empress—German stock. 
Gayety—Burlesque (Mutual). 
Alhambra — “Two Flaming 

Youths.” 
Garden—“Girl from Chicago” - Vita. 
Davidson—"King of Kings.” 
Majestic—‘‘Legionaires in Paris’ - 
vaude. 
Merrill—“‘Paid to Love.” 
Miller—“‘The Tigress.” 
Palace—“Woman Wise”-vaude 
Strand—"“Doomsday.” 
Wisconsin—“‘Sporting Goods.” 


Charging flagrant violations of the 
building law, the city building in- 
spector has ordered work on the 
new Empire building, which will 
house the new Majestic theatre, 
stopped. The nature of the viola- 
tions was not made public by the 
inspector. 


The Granada (neighborhood) has 
gone into the stage band policy with 
Eddie Harris and Gang on the stage. 
Harris is m. ¢., sings, dances and 
doubles in the orchestra, doing a 
practical one-man show. 


The Eight English Rockets have 
replaced the Abbott dancers as the 
chorus of the Wisconsin stage show. 


Universal opens its new Shehoy- 
gan theatre at Sheboygan, Wis., 
Feb. 18. Jack Gross, formerly of 
Springfield, Mo., will manage. 


Garnet Streit, 16, artists’ model, 
who caused the arrest of several 
local artists and sculptors a year 
ago for posing in the nude while yet 
a minor, has married William Volk- 
man, Lakewood. 


P. A. “BURNS” PAPERS 


(Continued from page 43) 


Capella, which an_ international 
showman who has known the team 
for many years denied. 


Yesterday (Tuesday) the tabs 
particularly kidded the story as a 
publicity stunt, exposing it, while 


some of the regular and more con- 
servative sheets, seemingly in a de- 
sire not to tip their gullibility in 
falling for the press stunt, continued 
with a follow-up yarn buried away 
that Mile. Roseray was discharged 
from the Lexington hospital and 
would probably appear at the Casa 
Lopez that night (Tuesday). She 
did not dance Monday. Business at 
the Casa was fairly good Monday 
after the stories broke, but not 
traceable one way or another to 
the publicity. 

Lopez opens for Fox next week, 
doubling with his orchestra from 
the cafe. The bandman opens the 


first half at the Academy. 


Fran«isco 
and Sat 


San 
Wed. 
WISWELL, Inc., Presents 


PAULINE FREDERICK 


“THE SCARLET WOMAN” 


By Zelda Sears and Reita Lambert 


GEARY Theatre, 


Matinees 


PAUL 


Foreign Exchange Also 


PAUL TAUSIG & 


22> NOTE NEW ADDRESS 


Steamship Accomodations Arranged on All Lines at Lowest Rates 
Taken 
Oldest Agency in U. S. Specializing on Theatrical Travel! 
EUROPEAN CONNECTIONS—Passage Taken Care of Both Ways 


TIMES SQUARE TRAVEL BUREAU 


Seventh Ave. & 40th St.— Times Square Trust Co.—NEW YORK 
e PHONE PENN. 2800 


FOR 


Care of, Bought and Sold 


SON Management 
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BILLS NE 


(Continued from page 41) 


Manikin 
(One to filly 

half (23-26) 
Besser & VWalfour 
Hicks [ros 
Felovis 
Chas Withers 
Foret & Bust 
(One to fill) 


GR’'ENFIELD, PA. 
Victoria 
2a half (16-19) 
Lawton 
Hitower 8 
Barto & Clark 
Gwynne Co 
3 Maids 
GREENSB'RG, PA. 
Strand 
2d half (16-19) 
Liaseed Tr 
Hicks ros 
M & B Harvey 
Pastime Rev 
(One to fill) 
B’ICKENS’K, N. J. 
Keith's 
If (16-19) 
Billy tandall 
Reed tivoper 
(Three to filly 
PA. 
Majestic 
2a half (16-19) 
Just Suppose 
Fields & Fink 
Bob Capron 
Kirby & Duval 
(One to fill) 
HARTFORD, 
Capitol 
2d half (16-19) 
E Sheriff Co 
Scott Saunders 
Bury's Dog Stars 
Frivoiities Rev 
Madeline Patrice 
Palace 
2d half (16-19) 


2a ih 


CT. 


XT WEEK 


Block & Suily 
Janis Chaplow 
Jack Debell 
Inez & DeWrvnna 


HORNELL, N. Y. | 
Shattuck 

2d half (16-19) 

Ed & Lee Travers 


JOHNSTOWN, PA. 
Majestic 

2d half (16-19) 

& Walton 

Carrol 


McCoy 
Spencer & 
Colonial 6 
Van DeVelde 

Rhodes & Gorman 


LANCESTER, PA. 
Colonial (13) 
Jack Fairbanks 
Sky High Rev 
(Three to fill) 


Homer Lind 
Pam & P Garvin 
Marie & Ann Clark 
(One to fill) 
H’T'GT’N, W. VA. 
Orpheum 
2d half (16-19) 
Paduia Co 
Al Weber 
Sheck & D'Arville 
Chamberlin & Earl 
Evans & Barrie 2 
INDIANAPOLIS 
Keith’s (13) 
Pacco Casino & J 
Jack Lee 
Jed Dooley 
Yesterthoughts 
3 Swifts 
ITHACA, N. ¥. 
Strand 
2d half (16-19) 
Fries & Wilson 
Paula & Al Blum 
Clark Sis 
Marcus Sis & C'lt’n 
(One to fill) 
JAM’ST’WN, N. Y¥. 
Shea’s 
2d half (16-19) 
Alice Donahue 
Oliver Everet & A 
Fred Heides & Grn 
(Two to fill) 
JERSEY CITY 
State 
2d haif (16-19) 
Tex McLeod 
Rev Fantasy 


Vanity Fair 


(Three to fill) 


— 


MASS. 
Empire 
2d half (16-19) 
Side Show 
Sothern Girls 
(Three to fill) 


LIMA, O. 
Keith’s 
2d half (16-19) 
Country Club Co 
Scrambled Legs 
(Three to fill) 


LOCKPORT, N. ¥. 
Palace 
2a half (16-19) 
Delvey Sis 
Billy Sharp 
Wilbur & Adams 
Gerald Griffin 
(One to fill) 
1’G BRANCH, N.J. 
National 
2a half (16-19) 
Vagges 
Temple 3 
Bernard & Ward 
(Two to fill) 


LOUISVILLE, 
Keith's 

2d half (16-19) 
Mathews 3 
Allen & Canfield 
Paris Fashions 
Sam & Henry 
Diving Girls 

Ist half (20-22) 
Ernest Hiatt 
Shean & Cantor 
Gordon's Dogs 
Land of Clowns 
Wilson & Godfrey 
Nixon & Sands 


KY. 


\ 


iL 


For--- 


Stein Cosme 


PABSOLUTELY, CUARANTEED 


\ MAKE-Up 


®ani be assured of receiving 

best materials properly blended 

SOLD EVERYWHERE 
Manufactured by 


the 


tic Co., N. Y. 


INVESTMENT 


SEND FOR CIRCULAR 00 
B. M. BERGER ~ 


42 Broadway, New York 
Whitehal} 3826 


SUGGESTIONS 


2d half (23-26) 
Dues & Collins 
Oxford 4 
Lei Lane Co 
Clifton & DeRex 
3 Arnims 


Keith’s 


2d half (16-19) 
Midget Follies 
R & K Morris 
Karle & Raven 
Tom Lane 
Mack & Stanton 
Dian Sis 

half (20-22) 
Francis & Wally 
Leslie & Vand'‘rg’ft 
3 Reddingtous 
Alexander & Olson 
Rathburn 2 

2d haif (23-26) 
Shelton & Bentley 
Maddock's Rev 
Harris & Holly 
Max Co 
O’Brien & J’s’phine 
Baxter & Gray 


M’NCH’ST’R, N. H. 
Palace 


2d half (16-19) 
Dixie 4 
4 Aces & a Queen 
Lauren & Ladare 
Sam Liebert 
Baxter & Gray 


MANSFIELD, 0O. 
Madison 


2d half (16-19) 
Bailey & Phil 
“Frank Stafford 


LOWELL, MASS. 


McKEESP’RT, PA. 


Hippodrome 
2d half (16-19) 
John Murphy 


Wilton Sis 
Al Tucker Bd 
Tock & Toy 
(One to fill) 


MONTREAL, 
Princess (13) 

Harris & Tolley 

Sybil Vane 

Max Rev 

Ann Francis & W 

Ed Janis 

Dave Thursby 


M’RRIST’WN, N.J. 
Lyon's Park 
2d half (16-19) 
Watson & Cohan 


Coakley & Held 
(Three to fill) 


MT. VERN’N, N.Y. 
Prospect 

2d half (16-19) 
Arthur Ashley 
Gilbert & Franch 
Scotty Holmes 
Rucker & Perrin 
(One to fill) 
N’SHV'LE, TENN. 

Princess (13) 
Gordon's Co 
Chas Morshall 
Good & Leighton 
Voyagers 
Farnell & Florence 
NEWARK, N. J. 

Proctor’s 

2d half (16-19) 
Brown & DeMont 
Rubin Beckwith 
Claire Vincent 
Freeman & S'ym’ur 
Glorifying Jazz 
Dooley & Sa:es 
Behind the Wall 


NEWBURGH, N.Y. 

Proctor’s 
2d half (16-19) 

Broadus Earle 

Ferris & Rome 

Frank & Alma 

April Fool 

(One to fill) 


N’W BR’SK’K, N.J. 
State 
2d half (16-19) 
Miller & Corbett 
(Others to fill) 


NEW HAVEN, CT. 
Palace 

2d half (16-19) 
Banjoland 
Elliott & Lature 
Aranuz Bros 
Ada Brown 
J & M Hakwins 


NEW ROCHELLE 

Proctor’s 
2d half (16-19) 

Dave Harris 

Irene Ricardo 

Talent & Merit 

Envy 

(One to fill) 


NIAGARA FALLS 
Belleview 
2d half (16-19) 
Billy Arlington 
Carl & Inez 
(Three to fill) 


N. ADAMS, MASS. 
Empire 
2d half (16-19) 
Arcarri Bros 
Yvonne & Victor 
Silks & Satins 
Kleo Lambert 
Lehr & Bell 
OTTWA, CAN. 
Keith's 
2d half (16-19) 
Sau! Brilliant 


(Three to fill) 


Richard Keane 


For Stage 
Street 


and Screen 


From Broadway to Hollywood, the favorite preparations for stage, 
street, and screen are made by Virginia Lee, Inc. The famous Virginia Lee 
Greaseless Speed Make-up means five minutes before the mirror instead 
of half an hour, and a smooth natural make-up without grease paint, 
powder, and cream, It will not rub or sweat off. Screen stars know 
it photographs best! Easily removed with Virginia Lee Theatrical 
Cold Creme Soap and water, or Virginia Lee Creme. This famous 
make-up, uscd by Leo Carrillo, Dorothy Sebastian, Alice 
Morley, and other stars, comes in 30 base shades at 60c 
and $1.00 per jar, with 12 lining colors at joc per jar. Ie 
is made only with harmless vegetable coloring. It in- 
cludes also the popular blends, and some marvelous 
juveniles, Save time and do yourself justice with 


GREASELESS 
SPEED MAKE-UP 


The complete line, including Bleach Creme, ($1.00); Face Poudre, (75c); Cleans- 
ing Creme, (soc); Cold Creme Soap, (25¢ per cake—takes off black even with 
cold water); Rouge Compact, (60c); Creme Rouge, (soc); Theatrical Rouge, 
(soc); and Lipstick, (60c); on sale at the following dealers: 


NEW YORK 


Appleton Pharmacy 
Gray Drug Company 


Pen 


nsylvania Drug Co, 


Walgreen Company 
Vanitee Make-up Shop 


CHICAGO 


Buck and Raynor Drug Stores 
Walgreen Company 


DETROIT 


Schettier Drug Co, 


BOSTON 
Epstein Drug C 


o 


Macy Drug Co. 
PHILADILPHIA 


Continental Drug 


Co. 


Stenton Pharmacy 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 
Peoples Drug Stores 
PITTSBURGH 
McCulloch Drug Stores 


Tf your dealer cannat supply you, write us direct. 
VIRGINIA LEF, INC., 1715 EUCLID AVENUE, CLEVELAND, OHIO 


CAN. 


I.ee Marshall Rev 
Marth Lawrence 
J & B Loster 


PATERSON, N. J. 
Majestic 
2d half (16-19) 
Colleano Family 
F & T Sarini 
(Three to fill) 


P’'TH AMB’'Y, 
Majestic 

2d half (16-19) 

Bicknell 

Wm Sabbott 

Bobby Green 

Bond & Trent 

(One to fill) 


PHILADELPHIA 
Broadway 

2d half (16-19) 
Juliet 
Louis & Winthrop 
Happiness Rev 
Frankel & Dunlevy 
Bradf'd & Hamilt’n 
Millard & Marlin 
Al Abbott 


Cross Keys 
2d half (16-19) 
Joy Bros & Gioom 
Kirk & Lawrence 
Gen Pisano 
Bobbie Rowland 
Roode & Francis ~ 


NJ. 


Earle (13) 
5Jansleys 
Page & Cortez 
Tabor & Green 
Hunter & Percival 
Bobby Heath 
Jim Barton 
5 Chapins 


Grand 0. H. 


2d half (16-19) 
McCall & Keller 
B & G Carmen 
Jones & Rea 
Pelly & Wally 
Rhyme & Reason 
Jay Velie 


Keith's (13) 
In the Gym 
Harry Carrol 
Mason & Keeler 
(Others to fill) 

(20) 
Helen Higgins Ce 
Olyn Landick 
Vivian Walters 
Sessue Hayakawa 
J H Reyes 
Joe Howard Co 
Hearst Bros 
Conrad & Eddy 


Nixon 


2a half (16-19) 
Paul Yocan 
Foley & Latour 
Mixed Pickles 
(Two to fill) 


PITTSBURGH 
Davis (13) 
Jack Russell 
Ray Vaughan 
Racine & Ray 
Nazimova 
Sid Marion 
Agemos 
(20) 
Harry Carroll Ce 
(Others to fill) 


Harris (18) 
Al Tock & Schacht 
Morley & Anger 
Hearst Bros 
Gaines Bros 
Fein & Tennysoa 
Ruby 3 


PLAINFIELD, NJ. 
Proctor’s 
2d half (16-19%) 
Reno 
Fio & Frank Innis 
Mason & Joslym 
(Two to fill) 


PL’TTSBURG, N.Y. 
Strand 


2a half (16-19) 
Lydell & Gibson 
Danny Dugan 
(Threé to fill) 


PORTLAND, ME. 
Keith's 


2a half (16-19) 
McCool & Dooin 
Bevan & Flint 
Corinne Arbuckle 
Riddle & Cook 
Dorothy Lind 
Carr Bros & Betty 

ist half (20-22) 
Shelton & Bentley 
Maddock’s Rev 
Harris & Holly 
Max Co 
O’Brien & J’s’phine 
Baxter & Gray 

2d half (23-26) 
Francis & Waliy 
Leslie & Vand'rg’ ft 
3 Reddingtons 
Alexander & Olson 
Rathburn 2 


PORTSMOUTH, O. 
Leroy 

2d half (16-19) 
Minstrel Memories 
Cannon & Lee 
Bernard & Kellar 
Stillwell & Fraser 
(One to fill) 


P’KEEPSIE, N. Y. 
Avon 
2d half (16-19) 
Hal Neiman 
Collins & Reed 
Ruby Latham 
Gladys Joyce 
(One to fill) 
PR'VIDENCE, 
Albee (13) 
Al Stryker 
4 Pepper Shakers 
Abbott & Bisland 
Butler & Parker 
tlardeen 
(20) 
Billy Hallen 
Severn & Neal Sis 
(Three to fill) 


READING, PA, 
Rajah 


2d half (16-19) 
Wilton Bros 


R.I. 


Bee & Ray Gorman 
Neptune 5 
Pilcer & Douglas 


BICHMOND, VA. 
Lyric (13) 


Roscoe Arbuckle 
Burns & Kane 
Jim Gildea 
Tyler & St Clair 
Earl Rial 


ROCH’ST’R, N. Y. 
Temple (13) 
Sonia Maren's D 

Side Kicks 

Roxy LaRocca 
Besser & Balfour 
Dorothy Wallace 


ROANOKE, VA. 
Roanoke (13) 
Juliette Dika 
Tramp Tramp T’p 
Gibson & Price 
Francis & Hume 
Cecil & Van 


S’R'T’GA SPR'NGS 
Congress 
2a half (16-19) 
Chelm St Orr 


Johnny Marvin 
(Three to fill) 


SAVANNAH, GA, 
Bijou 

2d half (16-19) 
Mildred Parker 
Davis & Nelson 
3 Londons 
Wilkins & Wilkins 
Prince Watawasso 


SCHNECTADY 
Palace 


2d half (16-19) 
Cuckoo 
Bob Willis 
Marg & Joan 
Northlane & Ward 
(One to fill) 


SPRINGFIELD, 0O. 
Palace 


2d half (16-19) 
Gossips of 1927 
(Others to fill) 


ST’UB’NV'ILE, 
Capitol 
2a half (16-19) 
Hubert & Kinny 
Ann & Frank 
Jas Coughlin Co 
Mildred Force 


CUSE, N. ¥. 
eith’s 


2a half (16-19) 
Fountain o’' Dance 
Billy Day 
Ersi & Ayer 
Burns & Allea 
Flo Meyers 
(One to fill) 


TOLEDO, O. 
Kelith’s 


24 half (16-19) 
Oxford 4 
Ruby Norton 
(Two to fill) 

ist half (20-22) 
Besser & Balfour 
Hicks Bros 
Felovis 
Chas Withers Co 
Foret & Bust 

2a half (23-26) 
Patricola 
Feilis & LaRue 
Allen & Marjorie 
Val Harris Co 
Manikin Rev 


TORONTO, CAN. 


Hippodrome (13) 
Norman & Norman 
Reed & Lucey 
Thos J Ryan 
Ibach’s Ens 
Harry Wolf 

(20) 
Toronto 
Gracella & Theo 
Roberti Ardelli 
Rubin Sis 
Abe Reynolds 
Polly & Oz 


TRENTON, N. J. 
Capitol 

2d half (16-19) 
Anthony & Rogers 
Springtime Rev 
Herr & Minette 
Lynch & Lockwood 
(One to fill) 


TROY, N. Y. 
Proctor’s 
2d half (16-19) 
Vox & Walters 
Kerrys 
Shadowgraph 
4 Greggs 
Vic Laurie 
UNION CITY, 
Capitol 
2d half (16-19) 
Wayburn’s Rev 
(Others to fill) 
UTICA, N. ¥. 
Gaiety 
2a haif ('4-19) 
Gilbert & May 
Gracie Deagon 
Karl & Edna Gress 
Billy Champ 
Dance Classics 


WARKEN, O. 
Robbins 
2d half (16-19) 
& J Rinehart 
Raymond Pike 
Shelvey & Adams 
O’Neil & Oliver 
(One to fill) 
W’SH’GT'N, WD. C. 
Keith's (13) 
Count Bernivici Co 
Gaston & Andree 
Johnnie Berkes 
Ferry Corway 
Jack & Ruth Hayes 
Jerome & Evelyn 
3 Nelsons 


N.J. 


Hama & Yama 
(20) 

Kitty Doner Co 

Altrock & Schacht 

Master Jay Ward 


Pilcer & Douglas 


Riane Riano 
Redmond & Wells 


Norwood & Halli 
Bitinge & Bernon 


trouble was encountered. Again the 
cabaret 
chance, 


preciable size are awaiting padlocks. 
Prospect of combatting the federal 
court actions 
Mann has been approached by his 


head the defense movement. In in- 
terviews Mann said he will not, “I'll 
retain an attorney and fight my own 
battle,” 
of every man for himself now.” 


the present situation. 
the night clubs has fallen off to an 
appreciable extent with patrons 
tired of raids. 


Mills & Goodwia Honey Co 
Martells Antrim & Vale 
W’SHINGTN, PA.| te any” 
W’RC’ST’R, MASS. 
2d half (16-19) 
Ross Wyse Palace 


34 half (16-19) 
Chapelle & Carit'n 
Jos B Stanley 
Fannie Ward 
Ross & Leddy 
Tanner & Paimer 


YONKERS, N. Y¥. 
Proctor’s 
2a half (16-19) 


Clinton & Rooney 
Sussue Hayakawa 
Dick & May Ryan 
(Two to fill) 


-YORK, PA. 
York O. H. 
2a half (16-19) 


Loyal’s Dogs 
Kitty Doner 
Texans 

May & Kilduff 
Hickey Bros 


YOUNGSTOWN, O. 


Melville & Stetson 
(Three to fill) 


WATERBURY, CT. 
Palace 

2d half (16-19) 
Lee Gail ‘Ens 
Lane & Lee 
Debee & Hudson 
E J Moore 
Paull Bros 


WAT’RT'’WN, N.Y. 
Avon 
2d half (16-19) 
Levan & Bolles 
Lester & Irving 
(Three to fill) 
WH'LING, W. VA. 
Victoria 
2d half (16-19) 
Great Leon 


Holly Sis 
W & L Kaufman 


(Twe te a) Keith-Albee 
WHITE PLAINS | 24 half (16-19) 
Keith’s Rubio Sis 


Murdock & Mayo 
Mason & Shaw 
Manny King Co 


2d half (16-19) 
Jane & Kath Lee 


Jean Adair 
Val Harris Co 
(Three to fill) Red Follies 
WILM’'GT'N, DEL. 1st half (20-22) 
Nancy Decker 
Garrick Weaver Bros 
24 half (16-19) Agenos 
League of V’mpires| Caits Bros 


O’Connor & Vaughn 

Genaro Girls 

(Two to fill) 

W’NS’CKET, BR. I. 
Bijou 


2d half (16-19) 
Clara Howard 


CHICAGO PADLOCKS 


(Continued from page 54) 


Scrambled Legs 
(One to fill) 

2d half (23-26) 
Brown Derby Orch 
Whitey & Froest 
Ruby Norton Co 
Wm Kennedy Co 
(Two to fill) 


sidestepped their 
Business Shot 


Chicago night clubs of any ap- 


looks slim. Fred 


competitors with a plea that he 


he told them, “it’s a case 
Realty and property valued in ex- 
cess of $5,000,000 are involved in 
Business at 


Those who do con- 
tinue to make the rounds still carry 
the hip flasks and the cabarets still 
furnish the set-ups. 

Federal agents are now engaged 
raiding the smaller outlying cafes. 


B. & 0. ROUTES 


(Continued from page 56) 


Whidden. Ed, 125 Dikeman St., B’klyn. 
Whitehead, Chuck, Peoples T., Port- 


fand, Ore, 

Whiteman, Paul, 1560 B’way, N. Y. C. 
Wiedoeft, Herb, Cinderella Roof, Los 
Angeles. 

Wolf, Rube, Warfield T., 8S. F. 


Arthur, Monmouth H., Spring 


N. J. 
— P. R., Highland P.. Grand Haven 
ch. 
Bert E., Strand Th.. Hart?ord. 


mn. 
Williams. David G.. 20 W 57th St., N 


Williams, Fess, Savoy B. R., 141st St. 
and Lenox Ave., N. Y. C. 

Williams, Ralph, care of Benson, Chi- 
cago. 

Wiliwerth, Leo, Fenway B., Boston. 
Wilson, Billy, Du Pont H., Wilmington 
Wilson, Charles. Castle Inn, N. ¥Y. C. 
Wilson, Don, Grand Lake T., Oakland, 


Calif. 
Frank, Country Club 


Wilson, Marcell 
Wilson, Sam, 145 W. 45th St., N. Y. C. 


Pasadena. 


Winegar, Frank, Arcadia B.R., N. Y. C. 
Wittstein, Edward, Olympic T., New 
Haven, Conn. 


Wolf, Rube, Metropolitan, T. A. 
Wolshan, John, El Patio B. R., San 
Francisco. 

Wright, Ted.. Newburyport, Mass. 


Y 


Yates, Danny, Windsor H., Montreal. 

Yankee 6, Yankee 6 Rendezvous, Buf- 
falo, N. Y. 

Yoder, Austin, 
Gables, Fla 
Hen, 882 Silst St., Bklyn, 


aN. 


Riltmore H., Coral 


2 
Zaleb, Sol, Rose Tree C., Philadelphia. 
Zahler, Lee, 6406 Franklin Ave.. Holly 
woed. Ca). 
Beller, Otto, 3945 California Ave., St 


Levia, Mo. 
— So}, 885 Centra! Park West, N 


“YELLOW PERIL” 


(Continued from page 1) 


way—from the Caucausian res. 
taurateur’s viewpoint—is now re- 
spected because of the Chinese 
astute business methods. 

A survey of Broadway and the 
many dance orchestras along the 
main stem, and also in the outlying 
big restaurants, speaks for itself, 
B. A. Rolfe was the first to make 
a truly big impression at the Palaig 
D’Or, the re-named Palais Royal. 

Paul Specht opens at the Jardin 
Royal tonight (Wednesday), an- 
other “name” band at a place which 
is a success under C. M. Joe’s man- 
agement where it flopped in white 
hands dating back to the Cafe de 
Paris, through the Cinderella and 
Trianon ballrooms, and as Paul 
Whiteman’s and the Club New 
Yorker, until going Oriental. 

Yoeng’s, formerly the ultra 
Churchill's, now has a crack dance 
band, Sid Hall, as the feature; 
Chinaland, in the Cadillac hotel, has 
Nat Martin; up on 95th street and 
Broadway, the Mah Jongg Inn fea- 
tures Duke Yellman; the Mayflower 
Inn, in Washington Heights, holds 
Charles F, Strickland; the Fordham 
Gardens, in the Bronx, has Saxi 
Holtsworth as the dance attraction; 
large King’s Tea Gardens, in Brook- 
lyn, offers Al Lynn, and similarly 
throughout Greater New York 
choice positions in the better class 
Chinese restaurants are available 
for first-rate dance orchestras. 

The cafes being “shot” there isn’t 
much to offer in that department. 
The Chinese restaurants are better 
propositions from the standpoint of 
the hours, although sometimes three 
sessions daily at lunch, dinner ~nd 
supper are necessary, but in gross 
hours under the _ 11-to-beyond- 
dawn grind of some of the up- 
holstered joints. 


55th WEEK 
The Record Breaking 


ALL GIRL 


Wanted—Singers, Dancers 
and Musicians 
Highest Salaries 


OPEN FOR OFFERS 


CHAS. 
KOSTER 


PUBLICITY EXPERT 
ADVANCE AGENT 


AMERICA HOTEL 
West 47th St. N. Y. C. 


DOROTHEA ANTEL 
226 W. 72d St., New York City 
The Sunshine Shoppe 
OPERA LENGTH HOSIERY 
and the dainty things milady 


loves 


THEATRICAL OUTFITTERS 


Arthur. (67 Hami!ton St.. Albany 


1580 Broadway New York City 


ALSO 1,000 USED TRUNKS 
WE DO REPAIRING. 


STRICTLY UNION MADE 


TRUNKS 


Hartmann, Oshkosh & Mendel Trunks 


uk ALL MODELS—ALL SIZES ON HAND 
a AT GREATLY REDUCED PRICES a“ 


SAMUEL NATHANS, Inc. 


568 Seventh Avenue, between 40th and 41st Streets, New York Citv 


SOLE AGENTS FOR H&M TRUNKS IN THE EAST | 
Phones: Longacre 6197-9064 


OF EVERY DESCRIPTION 
WRITE FOR CATALOG. 


Cor 
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VARIETY 


HOTELS FOR SHOW PEOPLE 


HOTEL HUDSON 


ALL NEWLY DECORATED 
$ 8 and Up Single 
$12 and Up Double 


Hot and Cold Water and 
Telephone ip Each Room 


402 WEST 44th STREET 
NEW YORK CITY 
Phone: BRYANT 7228-29 


HOTEL FULTON 


(In the Heart of New York) 
$ 9 and Up Single 
$14 and Up Double 


Shower Baths, Hot and Cold 
Water and Telepnone 


Electric Fan in each room 
264-268 WEST 46th STREET 
NEW YORK CITY 
Phone: Lackawanna 6990-1 
Opposite N. V. A. 


nce & 

(ways a Patron 
Uy 


HOTEL \ 
MANHATTAN} 
new 


SS 


CATERING TO THE PROFESSION 


HOTEL ST. PAUL 


44 WEST 60th STREET 


Near Columbus Circle 


Convenient to “L,” Subway and Bus 
Room with Private Bath 


$14.00 Weekly 


Room with Running Water, $10.50 


Telephone in Every Room 
Thoroughly Modernized Throughout 


DETROIT 


By JOE BIGELOW 


Cass (Shubert) — “Good News” 
(8th week). Current week last. 

Lafayette (Shubert) — “The Jazz 
Singer” (legit). Opened Sunday for 
one week. 

New Detroit (Whitney)—Robert 
Mantell-Genevieve Hamper Rep. 
Co., this week only. 

Shubert Detroit (Shubert) — 
“Countess Maritza” (2d week). In 
final, “Peggy Ann” to follow, 


Bonstelle Playhouse—“Devil in 
the Cheese” (2d week) (stock). 

Majestic — “Aloma” (Woodward 
Players). 


Adams (Kunsky)—“The Circus” 
(U. A.) (1st week). 

Capito! (Kunsky)—“Wife Savers” 
(Par) and stage band presentation. 
_Fox Washington (Fox)—“Sun- 
rise’’-Movietone (Fox). 


_ Madison (Kunsky)—“‘The Jazz 
Singer” (film)-Vita (W. B.) (8th 
week). 

Michigan (Kunsky - Publix) — 


“Sporting Goods” 
vana,” Publix unit. 

United Artists (U. A.)—“Sadie 
Thompson” (U. A.) (24 week). 

Oriental (Miles)—"Stage Kisses”- 
Pantages vaude. 

State (Kunsky) — “Love and 
Learn”-Loew vaude, also Ruth El- 
der. 

Temple (K -A-0O) — “Leopard 
Lady’-K-A vaude, 

Cadillac “Moonlight 
(burlesaue). 


(Par) and “Ha- 


Maids” 


Theatre transfers in this district 
last week were Family theatre, 
Romulus, Mich., from J. W. Porter 
to C. A. Mitchell; People’s, Coral, 
Mich., from J. W. Mosher to Joseph 


Shaver, and Regent, Port Huron, 
Mich., purchased by John Strang 


from W.S. Butterfield. 
Straight films. 


All playing 


Krank Stewart, formerly district 
sales munager for P, I. C., has been 
engaged by Jack Goldhar as sales- 
man for Unitéd Artists. 


LaSalle Garden will switch from 
vaudefilms to dramatie stock next 
week, with Robert Sherman Play- 
ers. The C. W. Munz neighborhood 
has been playing Keith 
raude, 


The Garrick, dark for several 
Wecks, will reopen Feb. 26 with 
Abie’s Irish Rose.” This will be 
Abie’s” fourth trip to Detroit. 


utige and screen adaptations of 
The Jazz Singer’ both in town 
this week. Jessel on week stand at 
the Lafayette, while film is in 
eighth and final at the Madison. 


When the Roosevelt 
Stock burlesque next 


goes into 


week, the 


SINGLE ROOM, BATH, $2.00 UP 
DOUBLE ROOM, BATH, $17.50 AND $21.00 WEEKLY 
DOUBLE WITHOUT BATH, $14.00 WEEKLY 
LEONARD HICKS. President 


SINGLE ROOM, BATH, $2.00 PER DAY 
DOUBLE WITHOUT BATH, $14.00 PER WEEK 
DOUBLE ROOM WITH BATH. $17.50 AND $21.00 WEEKLY 


Hotels LORRAINE and GRANT--Chicago 


LORRAINE GRANT 


| SINGLE ROOM WITHOUT BATH, $1.25 AND $1.50 PER DAY 


NEW HOTEL 
100 Rooms 
100 Showers 
and Tubs 
Double Rooms 


Singie Rooms 
$2.50 and $3.00 


HOTEL KILKEARY, Pittsburgh 


PITTSBURGH’S HOTEL FOR THE PROFESSION 
Conveniently Located Within Five Minutes of All 

DOWNTOWN THEATRES 

Announcing the Opening of New Restaurant and Coffee Shop 

THE FAYETTE 


In Connection with the Hotel—Something Different, Good Food, Reasonable Prices 


Absolutely 
Fireproof 
Artistic Steel 
Furniture 
J. F. KILKEARY 
Proprietor 
NINTH ST. and 
PENN AVE. 


Phone: LONGACRE 6805 


COMPLETE FOR HOUSEKEEPING. 


325 West 43rd Street 


Private Bath. 3-4 Rooms. 
STEAM HEAT AND ELECTRI 


THE BERTHA 


FURNISHED 
APARTMENTS 


CLEAN AND AIRY. 


NEW YORK CITY 


Catering to the comfort and convenience of 
the profession. 


C LIGHT- - = = = $15.00 UP 


Weekly 
$17 Up 


In the Heart of 


LOU HOLTZ’S 


| 
YANDIS COURT 


241 WEST 43D STREET, NEW YORK CITY 
| PHONE LACKAWANNA 17740 


One and Three Rooms, Bath, Kitchen 
Completely Furnished 


WRITE, PHONE OR WIKRE FOR RESERVATION 


Month 
$70 Up 


Times Square 


GEO. P. SCHNEIDER. Prop. | 


Convenient to ALL 
MiDtown Activities 


HOTEL ELK 


205 WEST 53D ST. 
Cor. 7th Y. C. 
Single, $10-$14 weekly 


le . extra 
“ral. CiRele 0210 


furnished. Transients, | 


twin booked combination, Cinder- 
ella and Roosevelt, will be a thing 
of the past. For years the two 
houses have played the same vaude 
bills each week. Roosevelt taking 
the first half and Cinderella the 
last. Sol Berns, Detroit manager 
for Sun, will continue to book the 
Cinderella, but singly. 


Week-end vaude at the Lincoln 
Square, Birmingham and De Luxe, 
Kunsky neighborhood houses, will 
be booked by Art Rowland. 
Charging Canadian theatre own- 
ers with sharp practice, Premier 
Ferguson issued a statement that 
the amusement tax on admissions 
of 25 cents and less will be re- 
stored if certain practices continue. 
It is claimed numerous exhibitors 
have raised the price of their tick- 
ets to equal prices prevailing prior 
to the abolisiment of the tax. 


Lewis and Dody, in the Capitol’s 
stage band presentation last week, 
join “High Lights” when that Pub- 
lix unit reaches Chicago. They re- 
place Clifton and DeRex. 


The death of Johnny Ryan last 
week ended the career of Detroit's 
most colorful and successful gam- 
bler. Ryan was the Arnold Roth- 
stein of this city. Ryan, 35, worth 
over a million, was a laborer in St. 
Louis 10 years ago. 
Louis Graveure, baritone, heads } 
the vocal division of the musical 
department at Michigan State col- 
lege, beginning next term. 


Monk Watson, stage band conduc- 
tor, Grand Riviera, after a_ six 
weeks’ vacation, returned last week. 
Lillian Leitzel was featured in the 
annual Shrine Circus last week at 
the Coliseum. 

Mrs. Mollie Best was awarded a 
divorce from Charlie H. Best, local 
fight promoter and manager, by 
Judge Jayne in Circuit court. Only 
once since 
has Charlie returned home before 
two a. m., according to the Mrs. 
His usual hour, she said, was five. 


Local interest 
Temple theatre this week, where 
Irene Kessler, daughter of Charlie 
Ixessler, local political leader and 
cafe owner, is making her stage 
debut. She is appearing as a spe- 
cialty worker in the Ethel Grace 
Rhythm Romers, girl band... Another 
angle is that Miss Grace is Mrs. 
Charlie Mack. 

Miss Kessler, a blues singer, is 


their marriage in 1917} 


devoted to 


THE DUPLEX 


HOUSEKEEPING FURNISHED 
APARTMENTS 

330 West 43rd Street, New York 
Longacre 71323 


Three and four rooms with bath, 
complete kitchen. Modern in every 
particular. Will accommodate four 
or more adults. 


$12.00 UP WEEKLY 


MANSFIELD HALL 
THE BEST VALUE 


IN TIMES SQUARE 
SINGLE DOUBLE 
$10.00 UP $12.00 UP 
Our Best Front Rooms, $16.00 
226 W. 50th St., New York Phone 8170 Circle 


against the other involves an in- 
junction against David Scott’s 
plans to construct a 37-story office 
building on the site of the Hudges 
building. Arthur Scott claims he 
was not notified of a meeting to 
decide on the building, despite that 
he holds a large part of the com- 
pany’s' stock, The Scott boys 
shared in a $2,500,000 estate upon 
the death of their father. A year 
ago they were in court fighting 
each other over $1,600. 


Gordon Higham has resigned as 
director of station WMBC. 


KANSAS CITY 


245 West 


1-2-3-4-room apartments. 


Principal Office: 


600 HOUSEKEEPING APARTMENTS 
LANDSEER APTS. 


5lst Street 


Columbus 8950 


IRVINGTON HALL 


355 West "lst Street 
Columbus 1360 


HILDONA COURT 


341-347 West 45th Street. 
Each apartment with private bath, phone, 
kitchen, kitchenette. 


$18.00 UP WEEKLY—$70.00 UP MONTHLY 


The largest maintainer of housekeeping furnished apartments directly 
under the supervision of the owner. 
theatrical district. All fireproof buildings. 


Address all communications to 


CHARLES TENENBAUM 


Landseer Apts., 245 West 5ist Street, New York 
Apartments can be seen evenings. 


Will Lease by the Week. Month or Year — Furnished or Unfurnished. 


BENDOR COURT 


343 West 55th Street 
Columbus 6066 


HENRI COURT 


312 West 48th Street 
3830 Longacre 


3560 Longacre 


Located in the center of the 


Office in each building. 


WITH 
Up BATH 


Rent. 
1851 7th Ave., 


Central Park Location 


High-class Furnished Rooms. 
Elevator Apartments. 
Reference Required. 


NEW YORK 


Moderate 


Cor. 113th St. 


RUANO APARTMENTS 
800 Eighth Ave. (49th St.) 


CHICKERING 3550 
2-3 Rooms, Bath and Kitchenette. Ae- 
commodate 3-5 Persons. Complete Hotel 
service. Attractively furnished. 


Under New Management 
REDUCED RENTALS 


The LEE 


Coming to Washington, D. C.? 


FIFTEENTH AND L 
250 Rooms Each with Tub & Shower 
Special Professional Rates 
Single, $17.50; Double, $25.00 
Twin Beds, $28.00 
Bob Block, 


HOUSE 


Manager 


e e 
Reduction in Rates 
Large Room Private Bath 
$16.50 Week 

Water ...... Week $12.00 
Hotel America 


155 West 47th St., New York City 
Phone Bryant 0094 


By WILL R. HUGHES 
Orpheum—Vaudeville and pic- 
tures. 
Loew’s Midland—“Beau Sabreur,”’ 
and “Stepping High,” stage unit. 


Mainstreet — ‘Patent Leather 
| Kid.” 

Newman — “The Latest from 
Paris.” 


Liberty—"The 
picture. 
Pantages—Vaudeville and _pic- 
tures. 

Globe—Vitaphone and _ pictures, 
with Loie Bridge musical stock. 
Gayety—Mutual burlesque. 


Opening Night,” 


this week. 
“Wings,” 


The Shubert is dark 
No available attractions. 
Feb. 19. 


A huge, frosted cake, was the 
| principal attraction in the lobby of 
jthe Orpheum this week, in honor of 
the thirtieth birthday of the house. 


Hans Flath, formerly organist at 
the Midland, is conducting the or- 
chestra at the new Uptown. 


Several shifts in the management 
of the Riviera, Omaha, and the Cap- 
itol, Des Moines, have been an- 
nounced by the Publix-Blank inter- 
ests, which control the two thea- 
tres. In the change Harry B. Watts, 


POSTCARDS, 
OIRCU 


formerly manager of the Rialto and 
Strand, Omaha, before transferred | 
to Des Moines, comes back to} 


popular locally on the radio. 
In the property suit of Arthur’ 
Seott against his brother David, | 
there is a side issue requesting re-| 
strainment of the latter from ope-| 
rating the Broadway Strand theatre 
because the house has been run- 
ning at a loss. The petition was} 
filed before the Strand changed to, 
a stock burlesque policy last week. | 


The major suit of the one brother 


|} succeeding A. G. 


Omaha as manager of the Riviera, 
Stolte, who has 
since the house! 


been in charge 
opened in March. 

Nate Frudenfeld, publicity man- 
ager for the Riviera, succeeds 
Watts in Des Moines. 

A. G. Stolte, in poor health for 
some time, will take a month’s 
vacation in the south before tak- 
ing an assignment with some of the 
eastern Publix theatres. 


LETTERS 


When Sending for Mail te 
WARIETY, address Mail Clork. 


ADVERTISING of 
LAR LETTERS 
BE ADVERTISED 


LETTERS ADVERTISED 
ONE IS8UE ONLY 


WILL NOT 


— 


ALL MODERN CONVENIENCES 
200 ROOMS 200 BATHS 


MARION ROE HOTEL 


Broadway and Pine 


ST. LOUIS, MO. 


Avendano Carles 


Boyd W H 
Browne Melville E 
Burton Kichard 
Byrum Mildred 


Dalton Ed 
Dries Harry 


Eline Grace 


Forbes E J 
Goodridge Geo W 
Heink-Sh'’m’n Mme 


Herman Jay 
Iverson Fritzie 


Jones J E 
Justin Ruth 


Kane Dorothy 
Kimberly H P 


CHICAGO 


Albano V F 
Ayer Grace 


Bainsfair Frank 
Balmain Ray 
Bayer Babe 
Bennington Chas 
Beunnics Merrett 
Bonn Walter 
Booth Wade 
Buckley Jack 
Butler Geneve 


Cameron Kathryn 
Churchill Ben 
Clifford & Healy 
Coffraan & Carrol 
Collins Earl Kelly 


Conlan Paul L 
Craig Catherine 


Darre}! Emily 


Kingsbury Howard 


Page Bob 
Levy M 

Lewis Edgar 
Lewis Roy 


Manstield Bob 
Marcellus Irene 
Marlowe Raymond 
Marshal! George O 
Mason Eugene 
McCabe Florence 
McCarthy & St'n’rd 
McLoud Tex 

Mills Howard 


Renard Grace 


Solomon LE Smith 
Surratt Valeska 


Thomas Violet May 
Tyson Paul Act 


OFFICE 


Dell Delano 
DeVena Harry 
Devine M 
DeVore Rose 
Doherty L & V 
Dumont Adolphe 


Earl Billy 
Evans Kid 


| Evens E 


Foley Lernice 
Frohman Bert 


Garhain Wm 
Gibson Nay 
Gifford Wm 
Gilbert Bert 
Gridley Rae 


Wamblet Vieve 
Hammond A} 


igators | 


Laclede Cars at Station Pass the Door 


= 
Hart Lyle C 
Harter Kathryn 
Tiassen Ben 
Heller & Riley 
Herman JV.ewis 
Hertz Lillian 
Hogan & Stanley 


Ray & Dayton 
Reed & 
Recent H 
Renault Frances 
Rogers Jack 
Riley Joe 
Robinson CharHe 


Holmes Fred Rogers & King 
Hunter Georgie Rome & Dunn 
Ros & Gilbert 
Iversen Fritzie Roes Katharine 
Rothchild Irving 
Kawakami Aida Rubint & Rosa 
Kinsey Kathryn Russo Mabel 
Kinsy & Evans Ruth Sis 
Larry Bob Seymour 
Laxton Noah | Shannon Helen 
Lee Mrs | Sharp Tilly 
Lee Harriet | Sherr Edith 
Lee & Cranston Siggie 
Leonard Albert | Smeck Roy 
TfRoy Dot | Spencer Paul 
Leslie Dora Steinbeck Brune 
Tester Housen & Sylvester & Vance 
Long Tack Sam 
Long Wim Thornton Richard 
Tingley Lillian 
Macey Walter Tip Tops 8 


Macey Madeline 
Marvin & Van 


Turner Townsend A 


McDermott Loretta] Ubright Dottie 
McDondal 3 Uyenos Japs 
McElga Aubrey 
Mole Joseph Van Fred 
Morgan Chas Veil irge 
Moore & Monteze Ves; M 
Morris Elmer Vincent Larry 
Newman Wm H Waldron Jack 
Cliffs 
O’Prien E|ina in} ¢ 


| Owen Dick 


~ 


\ 

Paggettu Puddy White Dierre 

Palmer Hy Ww | Arch 

Pappas ‘Tom 

Pastorelli Nina Yug: M 

Patts Aerial 

Pymm F & FP | Zeigler L & H 


| 
| | 
BROADWAY ar 4I=ST. NewYork 
— | | | 
| 
| ay 
| 
| 
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1 | McCallum Opera Stockings are endorsed and used by all the leading stage celebrities and successful | me 
i| producers. Due to the generous and increasing support by theatrical people and the unbreakable confidence aid 


placed in McCallum products, Nat Lewis is now able to offer these stockings at the new remarkably low a 
price of $3.25. No other opera hose on the market can successfully compete in quality and worth with pic 


McCallum, and with this new low price in effect, there is no reason to experiment with an inferior stocking Pity 
when for a few cents more you can purchase the finest hosiery in the world. Executed in all sizes and up 


! 4 weights on the original opera hose machines in the United States in a swirl of charming colors. Cr: 


Other McCallum Opera Hose Oi 


AT YOUR SERVICE a 
9 A. M. TO 11 P. M. the 


OTHER 
McCALLUM'S 

SILK HOSIERY 
REGULAR LENGTHS 
$195 

AND MORE 


PRODUCER'S 
ACCESSORY for 
SHOP dor 


1580 BROADWAY, AT 47th STREET. N 
(With Men's Department) 
New St. Regis Shop, Fifth Avenue at 55th St. 409 Madison Avenut, at Forty-tighth St, Waldorf-Astoria, 34th St. and Fifth Avenue an 
New Store, 30 West 57th, Opening in March 
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